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DIALOGUE VI. | 
Though there be no God, and though the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion be not the only ſaving Religinn, tis Prudence 
to believe there is a Gd, and that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion is the only ſaving Religion in the World ; and 
to live up to the Tenets of bath. 


OU have aſſign'd me an eaſy Pro- 
vince : The very Opening of our 
Cauſe is ſufficient to gain it. That 
| we may not beat the Air, and ſhoot 
at Rovers, let us look back upon 
| the old Principle, When tao uncer- 
tam Propoſitions lie before me, I am obliged by all the 
Laws of Prudence to chooſe that *which vill turn to my 
Advantage, if true, and cannot prejudice me, if it be falle ; 
I have eftabliſh'd this Maxim above, and I fee not 
how you can offer againſt it any thing of Moment. 
Theom. Go on. 
. E£ujes. If our Opinions are true, when once we ſhake 
off theſe Clouds of Clay, theſe Miſts of Duſt and 
Aſhes, which interpoſe between us and Eternity, we 
hall be in a moſt comfortable Condition; for the very 
Vor. II. B Moment! 
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Moment that deprives us of Life, will repair all the 


x 


* 


Decays of Nature, all the Ruins of Time; we ſhall 


enter upon a State of Bliſs, with a Spring that ever 


flouriſhes, ever blooms ; upon a State inacceſſible to In- 
firmities, unknown to Miſeries, above the Stroke of 
Fortune, and out of the juriſdiction of Death: Now 
to * on a ſudden from Fear to Aſſurance, from Sick- 
neſs to Health, from Poverty to Plenty, and from Death 
to Life, muſt be a very entertaining Change: But what 
is this to that Ocean of Bliſs, that flows from the Face 


of God? One Ray ſtruck Maſes almoſt blind; his Mor- 


tality ſunk under ſo glorious an Appearance, and Na- 
ture was too weak to bear the Splendor of the Object, 


or to continue the Correſpondence. The Fondneſs of 


Imagination always magnifies temporal Pleaſures: Fancy 
over flouriſhes the Object, and paints beyond the Life; 
they are more gaudy in our Brain, than in themſelves, 
and the Expectation of em out-weighs Poſſeſſion: But 
the Pleaſures of the other World are above Expreſſion, 
and Imagination too; nor can we take their — 
ſions by what they are, but by what they are not: 
All that I can fay is, they put an End to Fear, a 
Term to Hope, and à Stop to Deſire; and certainly 
that Creature has touched upon the true Point of Hap- 


| puns that neither wiſhes to be greater, nor fears to 


e leſs. 

Theom. Well, well, Sir, you will indeed be very 
well provided, if there be a God ; but ſuppoſe there 
be none; you will confeſs then that you have under- 
rated all the Pleaſures of this Life, and ſold em for a 


Pream. 


Eufeb. Sold 'em for a Dream, ſay you? You lie un- 


der a great Miſtake ; though there are no ſuch Things, 
as God, or Heaven, I fell em to Advantage, and make 
the moſt of 'em : The bare Probability of a happy 


Eternity, has more Worth, than a certain Poſſeſſion of 


all the Advantages of Life: Theſe Toys end in Va- 
nity and Vexation of Spirit ; we miſ-ſpend our Thoughts, 


we render ourſelves cheap and deſpicable, by throwin 


away our Inclinations upon theſe Amuſements : But * 


told you before, that thoſe Pleaſures you talk of are as 
uncertain 
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uncertain as the Joys of Heaven; and in this Caſe,. I 
only truck one Uncertainty for another : But then what 
I give is only temporal, and what I take eternal : Now, 
if there be a God, my Fortune is made for ever; if there 
be no God, I receive ſmall Diſadvantage; I only diſ- 
card myſelf of thoſe Things that are noxious to my Body, 


and ſcandalous to my Nature: At leaſt, I live like a 


Man, though in the End I die like a Brute, and fall 
into nothing: But do you think Chriſtians and Atheiſts 
muſt forſwear all Pleaſure; that they muſt torture their 
Senſes, and only know they live by Mortification and 
Torture? 

Theen:. They muſt check Paſſion, arreſt Appetite, and 
curb the very Tendency of Nature to Pleaſure : They 
muſt continually ſtand upon their Guard, and ſcour 
about for fear of a Surprize: Now theſe Employments 
are laborious ard mortifving ; a Man that is thus upon 
the Hoof can ſcarce find Leiſure for Diverſion : In ſhort, 
who lives up to the Principles of your Belief, muſt 
divorſe from Mirth, dithand from Company, and like 
Toads, feed on the Poiſon of Spleen and Melancholy. 

Euſ:h. We muft indeed have a watchful Eye over 
our Paſſions, and keep em within the Bounds of Rea- 
ſon; we muſt not itep over the Limits of Decency, 
nor exceed the Preſcript of Moderation; yet we have 
a large Field to play in: Thoſe Reftraints are laid upon 
us, becauſe an univerſal Liberty would undo us; and 
indeed I find few Actions prohibited beſides thoſe, that 
either debauch Health, croſs upon Reaſon, or under- 
mine Society : Now he who cannot be pleaſed unlefs 


he prepares Work for the Doctor, unleſs he revels away 


his Wits, or unhinges the whole Frame of Commerce 
and Converſation, deſerves, like Lions or Bears, to be 
hunted out of Society. 

A Chriſtian may pretend to ſome Enjoyment in this 
World, without forfeiting his Claim to the Delights of 
the other: If Providence has furniſh'd him with an 
Eſtate, he may both keep it and uſe it too; nay, he 
may t:ke thoſe Meaſures which Prudence and Juſtice 
ſhall ſuggeſt to improve it; he may aſpire handiomely 
to an honourable Poſt, and clap on his Coach a Cæreret. 
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if he can procure a Patent; he may eat wholeſome 
Food, and drink good Wine, ſo he does ndt clog his 
Stomach, nor offend his Brain : Indeed he muſt beware 
of Exceſs, and this methinks is no great Encroach- 
ment on his Freedom, no great Confinement to his 
Diverſion ; for certainly a Surfeit is not-very enter- 
taining ; and a Fit of Drunkenneſs is no charming 
Trance to any but to the Spectators: If a Chriſtian 
racks his Brain, ſhrinks his Purſe, or weakens his 
Body with amorous Intrigues, he paſſes his Commiſſion : 
But then he has the Freedom to marry ; and what will 
be the Difference betwixt him and an Atheiſt, but that 
this dotes on a Miſtreſs, and the other places his Af- 
fections on a Wife; that the one ſatisfies Senſe at the 


Expence of Duty, the other joins Duty with Pleaſure? 


So that, upon the whole, unleſs Sin be the only charm- 
ing Circumſtance, and that nothing can gratify Senſe, un- 
leis it invades our Innocence, your Advantage over us is 
inconſiderable: But then we have other Advantages 
that balance this; our Pleaſures are clean, untainted, 
and (what is more valuable) innocent ; we enjoy them 
without Scruple, without Remorſe, becauſe without 
Offence ; they are neither mixed with Fear, nor Shame, 
nor are they followed by Repentance ; they bear the 
Teſt of Conſcience, and dare ſtand a Trial at God's 
Tribunal. 

Theom. If this be all, we ſtand on equal Ground: 
My Conſcience enjoys a continual Calm; it fleeps as 
ſoundly as if it had taken an Opiate, and always 
comes to the Lure of my Deſires. 

Euſ+b. You are ſlipt into a Fit of Bantering ſure; a 
quiet Conſcience to an Atheiſt is very extraordinary: 
No, no, Sir, in ſpite of Debauchery and Infidelity too; 
it will ſtruggle, it will turn upon you, when it finds 
you alone, and fly in your Face: A Doſe of Claret 
may lay it aſleep, the Noiſe of Company, and the 
Tumults of Paſſion may drown its Voice, or put a 
Stop to its Clamours ; but when the Fumes are ſettled, 
when the Company withdraws, and Paſſion runs in its 
own Channel, it reads you unpleaſant Lectures of 
Shame and Horror ; its opens a full Proſpect of Hell, 


enlivens 
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enlivens Fear, it calls upon Deſpair, and conjures up a 
Battaliowof Fiends to haunt you. Tell me, Theomachus, 
when the Candles are extinguiſh'd, and Sleep flies from 
your Eyes; when the Fire of Wine has boiF'd up your 
Blood into a ſmall Fever, are you not plagued with 
Doubts, and hagg'd with Apprehenſions? Does not, 
ot if there be a God, ring a diſmal Knell in your 
Ears, and toſs the Diſeaſe from your Head to your 
Heart? Would you rot purchaſe-an Aſſurance that there 
is no God, no Reckoning with a Lordſhip ? 

Theom. Such Thoughts ſometimes hover about me; 
but they ſpring from Cuſtom and Education. I was 
brought up a Chriſtian, and imbued with all the Prin- 
ciples of that Perſuaſion; I ſuck'd in from the Cradle 
thoſe frightful Notions of Judgment and Hell; and 
Time has not been able to wear out thoſe diſmal 
Ideas: The firſt Tincture ſticks cloſe, and the Errors of 
Youth are ſeldom forgotten : But others who have had 
the good Fortune to meet with a more free Educa- 
tion, laugh at the Apparitions of thoſe childiſh Bug- 
bears, firſt created by Nurſes, and then kept up by 
Fancy. ; 
| Euſeb. Theſe dreadful Spectres neither owe their Being 
to Education, Nurſes, nor Fancy ; they are very real 
Things: Nature has ſtampt the Belief of them in our 
Soul, nor 1s Atheiſm able to deface them : Theſe Sparks 
who have not lain under their Diſcipline, who have 
ranged about the Iſland from their Youth, like] the 
barbarous Braſilians in the Wilderneſs of America, or 
wild Aſſes on the Mountains, without Reſtraint, with- 
out Inſtruction, may hector Conſcience, but cannot 
Laß it: In ſpite of Debauchery, it will ſometimes 
upbraid, it will throw Crimes before their Faces, and 
muſter up all the Forces of Guilt and Puniſhment to 
torment them. 

Tell an Atheiſt, you have a Demonſtration againſt the 
Being of a God, the bare Propoſal quickens him; it 
pours into him a new Supply of Vigour and Activity; 
it fweetens his Nature, and throws off the miſty Va- 
pours of Spleen and Melancholy: Pray, why ſuch Joy 
at the very Apprehenſion of no Ged? Is it ſo welcome 
br B 3 News 
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News to hear that he muſt drop into nothing? And 
take leave of Exiſtence when he bids adien to 
Life? No, certainly : But Atheiſts know, if there be 
a God, they muſt once appear at his Tribunal, and 
they have no Inclination to put the Iſſue of their Cauſe 
upon the Juſtice of his Sentence. Now, why ſhould 
tney fear to be condemn'd, unleſs they know they have 
done ill? And how can they dread Puniſkmeat with= 
out trembling at the Crime ? Who live up to the Pre- 
cepts of Chriſtianity fear no future Evil, becauſe they 
act none here; they apprehend no Puniſhment, becauſe 
they deſerve none. Such a Security is above Price, it 
exceeds the ſparkling Diadems of the Cz/ars, and all 
the brutiſh Pleaſures of the Atheiſts, Tis above the 
Value of Gold or Diamonds, and can only be pur- 
chaſed by Virtue. 

Beſides, though we caſt the other World out of the 
Queſtion, Chaſtity, Modeſty, and Temperance are ho- 
nourable Qualifications ; they draw Eiteem, Reſpect, 
and Veneration from the moit vicious ; for all eſteem 
Virtue, though they will not go to the Charge of the 


Purchaſe : Now, though we ſhould come ſhort of Hea- 


ven, 'tis ſome Satisfaction to think that at leaſt we 
may leave a worthy Memory to After-ages ; that our 
Virtues may ſtand upon Record to the laſt Moment of 
Time, and that our Names will not ſleep by us in the 
Grave. Epicurus felt not the Fits of Stone or Gout, 
when he meditated on the Applauſe Poſterity would 
give his Writings : This imaginary Pleaſure drowned 
his real Pains, and made him enjoy a Paradiſe in 'Tor- 
ments: The Violence of the Tranſport either mortify'd 
his Senſe, or inſpirited his Mind. Diogenes preferred 
Glory before ſcandalous Delights, and the very Appear- 
ance of Virtue before Libertiniſm : He thought it worth 
his while to tie himſelf up to hard Uſage, to ſilence the 
Clamours of Paſſions, and to leave behind him glo- 
rious Inſtances of Temperance and Moderation; that 
he might make a Figure in Annals, and raiſe the Fame 
of his Tub higher than the Trophies of Miltiades: And 
indeed there 1s a vaſt Difference between the Delights 


of Senſe, and thoſe of the Mind; thoſe depend on va- 
TY rious 


The GENTLEMAN Taſtructed. 7 


rious Circumſtances, and maſt touch the Organ to pleaſe 
it: Perfumes in Arabia cannot affect my Noſe, nor a 
Ragous in Japan regale my Palate ; but the Pleaſures. 
of the Mind move in a larger Compaſs; they act at 
Diſtance, and are neither confin'd to Place, nor Situa- 
tion: By a certain Spell of natural Magic, it raiſes up 
paſt Pleaſures, and feaſts itſeif with Futurities; I can 
pleaſe myſelf with a Thing that is paſt, and frame 
entertaining Thoughts of what is to come: And this. 
Privilege good Men poſſeſs ; they 1 a preſent Sa- 
tisfaction, that they have ſecured their Memory from 
Obloquy and Petraction; and that when they expire, 
their Actions will ſtand up in Defence of their Integri- 
ty : If we throw theſe two Advantages in the Balance, 
our Condition will not be worſe than yours; we ſhall 
at leaſt go off the Stage like wiſe Men, and you will 
jump into nothing like Fools. But tho' we grant A- 
theiſts and Latitudinarians lead more pleaſant Lives 
than Chriſtians, this cannot prejudice our Conduct; for 
ſtill it is true, that all is little, ſuperficial, and inconſi- 
derable, that muſt end. Wherefore, to conclude ; if it 
be true, That when two uncertain Propoſitions lie before 
me, I am obliged by the Laws of Prudence to chooſe that 
evhich auill turn to my Advantage, if true, and cannot pre- 
Judice me, if it chance to be falſe; you muſt confeſs, that 
tho' we are miſtaken in our Succeſs, we are nat in our 
Choice; and that we are rather unfortunate, than im- 
prudent. | 

Theom. Well, ſappoſe all this true; I am not one 
Step nearer my Converſion than before. | 

Euſeb. That is very ſtrange. I have drawn out a Map. 
of your Miſtakes; J have balanced your Hopes with 
your Fears, your Hazard with your Gain ; I have. 
made it clear to Evidence, that your Conduct paſſes 
Madneſs and Extravagance: Is not this ſufficient to- 
perſuade you to alter it? Has Folly ſo violent At- 
tractives; or Frenzy ſuch unconquerable Charms? Is it 
better to burn eternally for a Miſtake, than go to the 
Charge of correcting it? | 

Theom. Believe me, Euſebius, I am not dotingly fond. 
of Errors that cok ſo dear: I would willingly caſt them. 
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off, were it in my Power; but you know, that to ſerve 
God with a Doubt of his Being, is no leſs criminal, 
than to deny him : Now I cannot ftretch my Faith to 
Firmneſs or Certitude; I muſt waver on Doubts, and 
float on Suſpicions; for my Underſtanding is not at 
Command, it lies not under the Diſcipline of the Will ; 
Evidence alone has the Power to bend it : I confeſs I 
want Evidence, and if you'll help me to a handſome 
Doſe, I'll return the Favour with Gratitude. 

Euyſeb. Were you not educated in Chriſtian ty? 

Theom. J was. 

| Euſeb. Did you not then believe the Exiſtence of a 

God, and all the high Myſteries of Chriſtianity with- 


out Doubts or Fears? 


Theem. | did. 

Euſeb. When you grew in Years, did you never make 
an Enquiry into Religion? Did you not take the 
Pains to inform yourleif why you believed, as well as 
what you believed? Did you take all upon Truſt ? 
And owe your Faith to the Font alone, or to the 
Climate? 2 

Theom. I paſſed a great Part of my Life in Retire- 
ment ; and made Reading both my Employment and 
Pleaſure ; but eſpecially I levelled my Study at thoſe 


things that were rather profitable than diverting ; and 


contributed more to my future Happineſs, than my 
preſent Satisfaction. Among theſe, I thought then, 
that Religion' took the firſt Place; and in this View I 


fell upon Polemics with Eagerneſs, and continued 


ſome time with a never-interrupted Application: My 
Progreſs anſwered my Expectation ; I fanſied I could 
defend my Religion againſt all Opponents, and convince 


any Man, if it were not evidently true, that it was at 


leaſt evidently credible : To be plain, I never doubred 
of any Article, and always ſuſpected his Judgment or, 
Morals that did. 

Euſeb. Perchance thoſe Motives have given your Me- 
mory the Slip, perchance Time and little Reflection 
has ſullied their Luſtre, and impaired the Force of their 
Activity. | 


63d f | T heem. 
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Theom. No, I have them all before me: But, me- 
thinks, they have another Face; they want their for- 
mer Briſkneſs and Vigour; they ſtrike but faintly on 
the Brain; and though they move the Underſtanding, 
they cannot ſettle it: Their Evidence is ſunk ſo low, 
that it ſcarce holds up to Probability. 

Euſeb. Upon Examen and ſecond Thoughts, have 
you diſcovered Sophiſtry ? Have they failed under Ex- 
amen, or fhrunk under a due Trial of Logic? 

Team. Indeed I never put them on the Rack, nor 
brought them to the Teſt of Reaſon ; but I have read in 
modern Authors ſuch home Arguments againſt the Be- 
ing of a God, that it is impoſſible there ſhould be any 
ſuch Thing. 

Euſeb. Hold, Theomachus, you take Things by the 
falfe Handle, and begin at the wrong End. You had 
Proofs for the Being of a God, for the 'Truth of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, that flaſhed Conviction ſo flrongly, that 
they could not be reſiſted with Prudence: Now, in 
turning over Atheiſtical Neoterics, you ſtumble upon 
ſome Exceptions : One cannot reconcile God's Juſtice 
with his Mercy ; this ſeems to fall foul upon that : 
Another can neither look back to the firſt Moment of 
his Eternity, nor graſp his Immenſity, nor comprehend 
his Immutability : A third is out of Conceit with his 
Government: Were there a God, ſays he, this would 
happen, and that would not; the whole Management 
of the World argues Chance, rather than Wiſdom, and 
wants either Forecaſt or Power ; hence they conclude, 
"tis impoſſible there ſhould be a God ; therefore there is none: 
Blind Worms ! who are overpowered with the Beams of 
a Planet, and dare fix their Eyes upon the Sun ; they 
know not themſelves, and yet would comprehend their 
Maker; Alas! there is nothing ſo mean, but has 
ſomewhat above us. We fall under the Weight of a 
Straw, and are not able to diſſect a Fly, or to anato- 
mize a Glow-worm. Could I comprehend God, I 
would fcorn to adore him: The very Notion of an in- 
finite Being, implies Obſcurity; and Reaſon te'ls me, 
that an Underſtanding confined to Limits, can never 
take a full View of a Thing that has none, Look 
Bs you, 
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you, Sir, you muſt not turn your Back to plain Truths, 
| becauſe you cannot anſwer ſome untoward Queſtions 
about them. Though you ſubpzna a thouſand Objec- 
tions, their Evidence will not be allowed of in the 
Court of Reaſon, againſt poſitive Demonſtrations ; for 
we ſeldom meet with any thing ſo manifeſt, that does 
not put Reaſon to a puzzle on ſome Occaſions. Zeno 
argued himſelf ont of the Exiſtence of Motion, as yon 
have run yourſelf out of the Belief of a Deity. Motion, 
ſays he, 7s impoſſible, therefore there is no fuch thing: But 
his Speculation was not receivable againſt clear matter 
of Fact, and Diogenes would not difure, but walked 
him out of his Error. We lay before you a hundred 
Arguments, that prove the Exiftence of a God; you 
neither diſcover Weakneſs in the Principles, nor Error 
in the Concluſion ; but very fairly ſtep over them, and 
fall upon God's Attributes: You rifle his Conduct, and 
canvas his Proceeding ; and then, becauſe your pur- 
blind Reaton is put to a Nenplus, and baffled in the 
Inquiry, you conclude his F/ence is impeſſible. Poſſibi- 
lities would be drawn up in a narrow Compaſs, if all 
things were impoſlible that confound our Underſtand- 
ing: Follow my Advice, Gentlemen, reform your 
Manne!s if you intend to believe. 

Theem. Nad I Faith, Virtue would follow; but how 
can I mortify Appetite, when I have no Aſſurance ei- 
ther of Reward or puniſhment ? | 

Euſeb. Quite contrary ; bid farewel to your Crimes, 
an then you will have no Difficulty to believe; whilit 
*tis your fawreſt there ſhould be no God, that Chri- 
ſtianity ſhould be an Impoſture, you will believe nei- 
ther; for Intereſt. ſways our Judgment, as well as it 
commands our Actions, and Demonſtration itſelf is leſs 
perſuaſive ; Tis an Error to think our Will has no 
JuriſiQtion over our Reaſon ; it exerciſes its Tyranny 
every Day over that noble Faculty ; it treats it hke a 
Slave, rather than a Princeſs, and Atheiſts commit 
Rapes upon their Reaſon, as well as upon the Sex: Do 
you not believe you were lawfully begotten ? 

Thom. I do, 

Euſeb. And yet you have only your Mother's Word 
for it; but ſhould ſhe declare the contrary, I ſuſpect you 
wou 
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would not pay the ſame Deference to her Autherity: 
Now, why do you believe her in one. Caſe with ſo 

much Eaſineſs? Why do you diſbelieve her in the o- 

ther ? I ſuppoſe her Negatives are not leſs credible than. 
her Afirmatives ; and that ſhe deſerves. Belief when ſhe 
denies as well as when ſhe affirms. Here.is the Dif- 
ference; 'tis your Intereſt to be lawfully begotten, and 
to be thought ſo: On this Account you enter upon: 
your Father's Eſtate, and his Titles; but then to come 
in at the Back- door is a mortifying Diſadvantage; it 

cuts off the Right to Succeſſion, and beſides throws an 
Aſperſion on your Perſon : Now, though the Motives in 
both Caſes are the ſame, the Will biaſſed by Intereſt, 
rides the Underſtanding, and forces it to aſſent ta the. 

firit, and to diſſent from the ſecond : If you ſhake off ill 

Habits, if you walk within the Bounds of Moderation 

and Temperance, and confine your Thoughts and 

Actions to what is lawful, you will — up- 

on God, and Religion, as Things advantageous to you ; 

becauſe one promiſes Rewards, and the other will pay 

them ; and then prudential Motives, by the Power of 
the Will, can eatlly draw, and fix the Underſtanding 

in the Relief of Truths you now boggle at ; but if 
you perſevere in Lewdneſs, and make over your Heart 

to Licentiouſneſs ; if you dare not look another World 

in the Face, nor take a Survey of Hell without almoſt 

8 the Pains; you will never firmly believe there 
is a God, nor frame any tolerable Notion of Religion; 

for a ſtable and ſettled Perſuaſion of thoſe Things, runs 
ſo contrary to your preſent Intereſt, that the Will in ſpite of 
Evidence itſelf, will fool the Underſtanding; and ei- 

ther withdraw its Attention from the Confideration of 
the Argument, or by ſome ſly Trick of Legerdemain 
delude it: No Man in the World ever denied a God. 
before he feared him; he firft deſerved Damnation, 

and then thruſt Juſtice out of Being: And fo, Fudoxus, 
I'fanſy you quarrelled with the Morals of Chriſtianity, 
before you fell out with the- Ceed; and all Religions 

then only began to pleaſe you, when Reſtraint became- 
cumberſome. However, Theomachus, in our followi 


Conference I will attack your Underſtanding ; and 1 
2 hope 


| 
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and Sighs, to diſpel thoſe Miſts that darken the Un- 
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hope to propoſe ſo ſtrong Arguments, as will be able 
to fix it in the Belief of a God. | 

In the mean time diſmiſs Pride, and turn off Preju- 
dice; this blinds Reaſon, and that overlooks it; tke 
one will not ſee Truth, nor the other ſtoop to embrace 
it: You mult not ſearch after Truth as if you feared to 
find it; ſuch Purſuits are nothing but Ceremony and 
Grimace, they are Symptoms both of Folly and Ob- 
ſtinacy, and infallible Marks that you have ſome ſini- 
ftrous Deſign, either to put a Cheat upon yourſelf, or 
to caſt Scorn and Contempt upon your Adverſary. 
Thoſe Arguments I ſhall propoſe, examine in God's 
Name; diſſect the whole Diſcourſe, weigh the Princi- 
ples, meaſure the Inferences by all the Rules of Mood 
and Figure: But then fall not upon Cr:tic:/m, as if your 
whole Buſineſs were to find Faults, not Truths; to 
quarrel with them, not to aſſent: Suppoſe them not 
counterfeit, before you have brought them to the 
Touch-ſtone: Again, pray remember there is a great 
Difference between Words, and a good Solution: To 
return an Anſwer, is not to enervate a Proof ; we may 
talk much, without talking to the Purpoſe ; and ho- 
ver about a Queſtion, without coming up to the Point: 
Ard as you muſt take care not to be too great in your 
own Opinion, ſo others muſt not be too little: For 
Men ſcorn to learn of thoſe they contemn: And be- 
fides, the leaſt Intelligence from ſuch a Quarter will 
be thought apocryphal: For we meaſure the Force of 
Argumerts by the Abilities of the Propoſer, and al- 
ways preſume they cannot riſe above his Height that 
made them; ſo that if we under-rate an Adverſary, 
we ſhall by a neceſſary Conſequence deſpiſe his Rea- 
ſons : For a {m:1l Prepoſſeſſion creates ill Notions, and 
the bias the Judgment, and give a wrong Turn to the 
Scale. 12 875 11951 2200 
Eut above all things, implore the Succour of that 


great Being, whoſe Exiſtence you doubt of: Tell him 
you are in queſt of his Exiſtence, not only to know his 


Pertections, but to adore his Majeſty, to love his Good- 
neis, and to ſue for Mercy. Deſire him with Tears 
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derſtanding and to daſh in Pieces thoſe Chains of Sen- 
ſuality that fetter the Will; that you may be ſo fortu- 
nate as to ſee the Truth of his Being, and ſo courageous 
as to embrace it; for the Activity of a Cauſe anſwers 
the Diſpoſition of the Subject: All the Light in Na- 
ture will make no Impreſſion on a diſordered Eye: 
Fire may conſume a Member ſtruck with the Palſy, 
but cannot heat it into Senſation; and Demonſtration 
may ſhine byes the Underſtanding, but this will re- 
main in Darkneſs, and grope in Obſcurity, unleſs the 
Will be put in Order, and the Veils of Prejudice, 
Pride, and Licentiouſneſs be removed : Now this is 
the proper Buſineſs of Grace, which God will ſend to 
your Afliſtance, if you aſk it with Patience and Since- 
rity : But if you will live on your own Fund, if you 
will engage with a Reſolution not to yield, or diſ-ute 
merely to overcome ; you will live an Infidel, and die 
a Reprobate : All Arguments will only ſerve to harden 
your Heart, to inflame your Guilt, and heighten your 
Obſlinacy. | 


— 


DIALOUE VIE. 
Eudoxus is not fatisfied with Theomachus's Anſevers. 


Fter ſome Civilities, Euſebius took leave of his Ad- 
verſaries, and Theomachus conducted him to his 
Coach ; he promiſed to appear the next Day, and car- 
ry on the Converſation. In the mean time, Edoxus 
found himſelf in ſome Diſorder above Stairs: This 
Conference had battered his Confidence, awaked his 
Conſcience, and alarmed his Fears : He had only en- 
larged his Belief to make room for Debauchery, and 
would needs fave all Men not to damn himſelf: Re- 
ſtraint was his beſt Argument againſt the Neceſſity of 
Chriſtian Religion fie Salvation, and nothing drew him 
into ſuch Pg oe of Belief, but an uncontrouled 
Liberty of acting. But when he heard from E/cbius 


the Danger he run, and the Hazard he expoled _ 
| 9 
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felf to; he found his Blood in a Ferment, and all the 
Faculties of his' Soul in an Uproar : He walked about 
the Room in ſuch a muſing Poſture, that Theomachus, 
now returned, could not tell what to make of this mute 
Scene: His Motion repreſented a Farce, his Looks a 
Tragedy, and both ſeemed extraordinary amazing. 
What, ſaid Theomachus, are you wrapped in an Extaſy, 
and fallen over Head and Ears into Speculation ? 
What turned Philoſopher ex tempore ? Your Face has no 
metaphyſical Turn, lay down the Diſguiſe, and put 
on your Shape, you make an odd Figure in Maſ- 
querade. 

Eudox. Is Seriouſneſs ſo unbecoming ? I am ſorry to 
hear Gravity fits ſo unhandſomely upon me, and that J 
cannot put on a thinking Countenance, without acting 
the Comedian: However, I hope you will excuſe me; 
your * has given me ſome Reaſon to look de- 
murely. | 
Thee, With all my Heart, upon Condition you will 
not turn thinking into a Practice; for, I tell you a- 

ain, a ſtoical Comportment agrees ill with your Con- 
ftitution, and a contemplative Humour will four the 
Blood, and caft you into Fits of the Hypochondry. 
Methinks I can read the Subject of our Meditation on 

our Face: I have travelled far in Phyſiognomy, and 

ave drawn up a Map of that Country : fin fine, Sir, 
the Aſpect is fitted up for: Converſation, as well as the 
Tongue; and, like the Spartans, comprehends much in 
a little ; it explains a Man's Mind more clear than one 
can ſpeak it : You are now anvilling out ſome pretty 
Revenge againſt Fyſeb;us, and indeed he. deſerves a 
Mortifcation for his Sophiſtry: He talks with ſuch a 
magiſterial Confidence, as if he vented nothing but 
Evidence: He is a. kind of a ſpiritual Hector, and 
banters People into Subjection and Slavery; he has an 
impoſing Air, and varniſhes his Reaſon with ſuch Aſ- 
ſurance, that unthinking Gentlemen miſtake one for 
the other : But you ſaw. how I teazed him. 

Eudbx. I cannot tell what Judgment you frame of 
this Morning's Conteſt, but I counſel you not to crow 
or cry Victoria; let it paſs for a drawn Battle; he ny 
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otherwiſe think of the Preſs, and if the Action takes 
Air, and appears in View, perchance the Public may 
ronounce againſt you. We are often fond of our own 
Exploits, and eafily turn the Advantages upon our- 
ſelves ; whereas, God knows, impartial Readers may 
ive it to our Adverſaries, and lay Diſhonour at our 
oors. F muſt own, I wiſh you had done your Part 
better, or that Euſebius had done his worſe : 4 find my 
Interior in a Flame; I feel an unknown War in my 
Breaſt ; your Converſation has raiſed it; my Fears are 
enlivened, and though I am not in Hell, methinks I 
deſerve it. 
Theom. Certainly you rave, you have a feveriſh Di- 
temper upon you, and the malign Humour has ſeized 
upon the Brain : I never ſaw a Man before, ſound un- 


der an Argument, or diſcourſed into a Calenture: You 


take Apprehenſions for Things, and turn a good Na- 
ture into an Executioner: Your Troubles are but 
Dregs of Education, or airy Spirits that riſe from Pre- 
judice ; Time will wear 'em out, or Courage will daunt 
'em ; bear up with Reſolution, and you will ſcare your 
Frights, and look thoſe dreadful Bugbears out of Coun- 
tenance. 

Eudox. I had rather you would reaſon em out of 
Countenance : Uncertainty has begot them, and I fanſy 
Certainty would deftroy them. Ah T heomachus ! If there 
be a God, you are undone; and if Chriſtianity be the 
only ſaving Religion, I am undone alſo. 

7 heom. Pie, fie, I took you for a Man of Parts; for 
a Man above Fear, and out of the Reach of Apprehen- 
fion. I tell you there is no God, and by conſequence 
that Chriſtianity is nothing but pure Mummery and Im- 

oſture: "Tis a poetical Engine, framed by crafty 
tateſmen to heave Men into their Duty, 

Eudox. But did you not confeſs to Euſebius, that you 
were certain of neither ? | 
Theom. Prithee aſk no Queſtions : Let us take a, Turn 
to the Blue Poſts : Canary clears more Controverſies in 
an Hour, than Diſputes in an Age: A Glaſs of good 
Wine carries off a Doubt in a trice, and I have found 
by Experience that Fears are ſooner drank, than rea- 


Eudox, 


ſoned away. 
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Eudox. The preſent Bufineſs 'is too ſerious to be de- 
bated in a Tavern; and J had rather argue, than laugh 
with you. If I comprehend Euſebius right, we are in 
ill Circumſtances : For though it happen that we are 
nothing in the next World, we are without peradven- 
ture Fools in this. For, look you, Sir, both our Te- 
nets are very uncertain, and by legal Inference may 
be falſe ; if they are, what will become of us? Can 
any Creature ſink into a more deſperate Misfortune, 
than we ſhall certainly meet with? Can we loſe more 


than by forfeiting all? Or can we ſuffer more, than 


when we fry in Flames for an Eternity ? I confeſs this 
Eternity ſtrikes a Damp through every Joint: I dare 
not play wich 'Thunder, nor ſtand the .Stroke of the 
Omnipotent. On the other ſide, though the other Te- 


nets prove true, what are we the better? Fir, Thoſe 


Pleaſures we pretend to, are as uncertain, as that Hell 
we now ridicule, as that Heawen we burleſque. Secon- 


4, Suppoſe they were moſt certain, they are not able 


to render us happy when we die, nor content, whilſt 
we live; they only ferve to engender Diſeaſes, to pro- 
voke Conſcience, and to prey upon our Eſtates : They 
are Things beneath a rational Creature, not worth en- 
joying, nor even the contending for: Now ſeeing 
there is ſuch an immenſe Chaos between our Hopes 
and our Fears, ſuch a monſtrous Diſproportion between 
our Lofs and our Gain, how is it poſſible for Men to 
ſwerve more palpably from the common Dictaments of 
Prudence than we ? 

Theom. I tell you, the Immortality of the Soul is a 
mere Flouriſh of Fancy. Tis a Platonical Idea formed 
at Aibens ſome Thouſands of Years ago, and wafted 


from beyond Seas in our Smyrna Fleet. 


Fidox. Could you prove your Aſſertion, my Fears 
would be at an End: I would laugh at my preſent 
Frights, and ſport with thoſe Flames I tremble at. [ 
am not yet cloyed with Liberty, nor ſurfeited with 
Mirth ; nor am I fo beſotted with Pleaſures of Senſe, 
as to charge through Fire and Brimſtone for their ſake; 
But you have granted to Euſebius, that this very Point 


has no more Certainty, than that of the Exiſtence of 
a 
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a Deity : So that though you name it a Fable, for aught 
we know it may be a real Story. 

Theom. But do you remember I told Euſebius, that a 
toftering Belief of a God, or of Chriſtianity, would 
not ſerve our Turns, though we bridled our Paſſions, and 
bound up our Appetite to Penance and Mortification : 


Now if you have in ſtore an Argument that can con- 


vey Conviction, impart it to yourſelf, and ſtand to the 
Belief of Chriſtianity with Reſolution : But if you have 
not, and there be a Hell, a wavering Faith, though 
waited on by all the Virtues of the moſt rigid Recluſe, 
conducts you to Deſtruction, as ſurely as Debauchery : 
Of the two, give me therefore a pleaſant Life, and a 
wretched Eternity, rather than a miſerable Life, and 
eg Eternity; for of two Evils J am for the 
eſs. 

Eudox. T confeſs I am at a Loſs for ſuch an Argu- 
ment; yet my Mind — me, that Induſtry may make 
a Diſcovery, either for the one Side, or for the other; 
that is, we may fall upon a Medium that will unriddle 
the Myſtery; and either certainly convince us, that all 
the Dreads and Terrors of a future State are Fiction 
and Impoſture, or that they are real Things; for 
if the Caſe ſtood otherwiſe, I ſhould be tempted to 
Timonize, and clap a Satire upon our whole Species; I 
ſhould break its Eſcutcheon, and throw its Titles of 
Honour upon Bears, Lions, and Tygers: For certainly 
Man, with his pompous and magnificent Prerogatives of 
Reaſon, would fink below the Level of the vileſt Inſect; 
becauſe his Lot would be Fear, and tormenting 
Thoughts here, and perchance more tormenting Fire 
hereafter : Beaſts, poor Creatures, neither waſte their 
Spirits with the towering Pretenfions of Place, nor 
Precedency ; nor with the carking Appetite of having, 
nor with the troubleſome Apprehenſion of loling : 
Their Care neither looks backward nor forward; their 
only Labour is to fence againſt the preſent Neceſlity ; 
they neither expect any Advantage from the future, 
nor any Misfortune ; they deſire not to be better, nor 
tear to be worſe : They gently glide down the Tide of 
Nature, and ſail down contented with the Current of 

In- 
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Inclination: All their Pains and Pleaſure expire with 
their Life, and when their Taper is ſpent, and burnt 
within the Socket, they lie down to ſleep, and evapo- 
rate into nothing : But alas! poor Man, is tantalized 
with pleaſant Dreams of a future Felicity, and haunted 
with frightful Spectres of never-ending Miſeries; yet ac- 
cording to your new Theology, he is not able to diſco- 
ver whether theſe Things have any real Being, but an 
Imagination : What is this but to hang him on the 
Tenters? But to ftretch him on the Torture? And to. 
make his chief Privilege, Reaſon, ſubſervient to his Tor- 
ment? There may be a God, ſay you, a Hell, a Hea- 
ven, and one only ſaving Religion: If theſe Things 
are true, and we live as if they were falfe, we are lol: 
On the other ſide, if they were falſe, and we check Ap- 
petite, and conform our Actions to the moſt rigid Mora- 
lity, we labour in vain, and take Pains to meet with. 
Diſappointment : But then again, if they chance to be 
true, though we live piouſly, if we believe not ſtedfaſtly, 
our Bufineſs is done: We muſt pitch our Tents with 
the Libertines and Atbeiſis, and keep Company with the 
unfortunate Fry of the Reprobate. Tis true, could we 
believe without Doubts, a little Mortification of our 
Paſſions, ſome Reſtraint upon Appetite might ſecure us; 
but this, you ſay, is impoſſible, becauſe there are not 
to be found in Nature Motives ſufficient to ſettle our: 
er in a firm Belief, either of a Deity or of Re- 
igion; ſo that in ſpite of Fate, of Prudence, and Vir- 
tue, poor Men muſt agonize here under all the dreadful 
Convulſions of Fear; and, if there be a God, under 
the Weight of his Revenge hereafter: This is a mur- 
dering rine, Theomachus ; and if true, you muſt 
conclude, that Nature is a Step- mother to Man, and 
that God created him in his Fury; that he graced him 
with Knowledge, to fit him up for Miſery: Let us rather 
fay, we may find ſome Thread, if we take the pains to 
took about us, to guide us out of this wandering La- 
byrinth : We may dive into things, till we fall upon Cer- 
tainty ; and diſcover whether Impoſture lies on our Side, 
or theirs who oppoſed our Principles: But, Sir, I — 
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J fear, treſpaſſed upon your Patience, and perchance 
good Breeding alſo : But pray charge my Diſorder with 
theſe Failings, and take an Excuſe for Atonement. 


_— 


— 


DIALOGUE H. 


Eudoxus, unſ«ii5/: 107th the Diſcourſe of Theomachus, 
£445 79 Euſebius. 


EU DOXUS returned to his Lodings with a heavy 

Heart: He gave Scope to his Fancy, which, warmed 
with the Morning D:ipute, was become ungovernable : 
It fle from one diſmal Apprehenfion to another, till at 
length it wandered into Hell, and drew ont all the Ter- 
rors of that wretched Region to ſcare him: The Con- 
templation of that Fiace of Torment, of Fire, Dark- 
neſs, and Deſpair, ſqueezed out Tears, Sighs, and 
Lamentations. Woe be to me, ſaid he, when I die 
here to Pleaſure, if I live hereafter to eternal Pains : 
This may be my Fate, and certainly will be, if Chriſti- 
anity be the only ſaving Religion, and there be any Pu- 
niſhment for Infidelity ; I ſay it will be, unleſs I lay 
aſide both Doubts and Lewdneſs : This is an Affair of 
the higheſt Conſequence ; it deſerves my Solicitude, and 
will reward my Labour with Intereſt, which way ſoever 
it turns. I will therefore think of no other Buſineſs, 
till I have brought this to a happy Concluſion : By the 
Succeſs of this, I muſt ſtand or fall. 

The Reſolution was taken; but he ſoon found him- 
ſelf in an unknown Region, without Stars, Map, or 
Guide to ſteer his Courſe by : He purſued Certainty, 
but knew not in what Part of the Globe it dwelt, or 
where to addreſs himſelf for Direction. Fr, He 
thought to fall upon Reading; for Books being the 
Product of Time and mature Thoughts, are genera ly 
poliſhed; they tell us how far our Underftanding can 
go towards the Diſcovery of Truth ; and leaving Imper- 
tinences behind, draw off the Spirits and Eſſence from 
the Subject: But then he was at a Puzzle 2 the 
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Choice : Bad Books, ſaid he, are as contagious as lewd 
Company ; and, what is worſe, more 3 and 
more affecting; for they are ſet off with luſcious Ex- 
preſſions, and with quaint Language, whicn carries down 
the poiſon with Pleaſure : Like Ladies, they never ap- 
pear in Public, but under a gaudy Dreſs ; and care is 
taken to waſh over the Foulneſs of the Subject with a 
pleaſing Tarniſh: A Man may as well learn Chaſtity in 
the Stews, Temperance in Taverns, Honeſty in New- 
gate, Meekneſs among Hectors, and the Belief of a 
God among Atheiſts, as Chriſtianity among theſe 
wretched Pamphlets. An ill Subject wel} handled, 
doubles the Danger of reading it; the Miſchief riſes 
with the Wit, and infe&s in Proportion to the Art of 
the Author. In fine, he was toſſed from Reſolution to 
Reſolution, without knowing which to reſolve on; till 
at length he reflected of Esch: Tis true, he had no 
Acquaintance with the Gentleman, but being taken with 
his Morning's Diſcourſe, he was ſatisfied of his Capa- 
city, and judged favourably of his Probity. Theſe 
Confiderations made him break through all Difficulties, 
and the preſent Aches of his Mind, added Wings to the 
Defire of finding a Lenitive. 

He went therefore out of hand to Euſebius's Lodgings, 
and laid open the State of his Interior ; he conjured him 
by all that is ſacred to lend his Aſſiſtance ; and, if poſſible, 
to cure that Wonnd himſelf had made: He ſpoke with 
a Vehemency that eaſily perſuaded Euſebius he was in 
earneſt ; and his Suit was too juſt to receive a Denial. 

Sir, ſaid Euſebius, you have addreſſed yourſelf to a 
Perſon, that is perchance leſs able than willing to aſſiſt 
you: I aſſure you of my Readineſs, the Iſſue muſt an- 
fwer for my Ability. I am glad (pardon the Expreſſion) 
of your Diſtemper : When we feel the Diſeaſe, there is 
Hopes of a Cure ; but when we have no Senſe of our 
Condition, *tis time to think of a Coffin. Neither ſpurn 
nor kick at Providence for this painful Uſage : The 
Operation, no doubt, is ſharp, but withal neceſlary ; 
Health of the Body is not recovered without Pain ; an 
Impoſthume calls for a Lance, and Oppletion for unpa- 
latable Evacuatories. The ſame Methods are 2 
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cable to the Diſeaſes of the Soul : Whilſt Conſcience 
ſuffers Debauchery without Murmur, without Com- 
plaint ; whilſt we enjoy a profound Peace within us, in 
the midſt of Crimes, as well as of Innocence, we find no 
Inclination to reform: That falſe Tranquility lulls us 
aſleep, it keeps ſerious Reflections at a Diſtance, and 
perſuades our fooliſh Credulity, that no Danger threatens 
us, becauſe we apprehend none : But when Offences fit 
uneaſy upon us, when Pleaſures gall us, when Infide- 
lity becomes ſuſpected, and Lewdneſs itſelf troubleſome 
we begin to ſurvey our Conduct, to compare the pre- 
ſent with the future, to face our Hopes with our Fears, 
and the Delights of this Life with the Torments of the 
other: And when we diſcover thoſe groſs Illuſions we 
lie under, a little Struggling, with the Help of God's 
Grace, will break through ail Impediments which in- 
terpoſe between us and our Duty : Take therefore this 
Anguiſh of Mind as a Pledge of God's Kindneſs, and 
of your future Felicity ; he ſtrikes in his Mercy, as we!l 
as in his Juſtice ; he heals when he wounds, and ſparcs 
when he puniſhes : Never defer the Search of Truth, 
nor faulter till you have found it: Slackneſs in a Point of 
this Importance is always dangerous, and ſometimes 
mortal: When we refuſe God's kind Invitation, he 
often chaſtiſes our Incivilities zu Flagranti, and ſcarce 
leaves a Moment between the Affront and the Revenge. 
When I was ſome Years ago in Flanders, an Officer of 
my Acquaintance gave me a Viſit; he was one of thoſe 
who make no Diſtinction between Religion and Faction; 
who jeit at Faith, and ſpend their Lives in its Service: 
He could no more believe tha: Church true he fought 
for, than that he fought againſt: He ridiculed the one, 
and contemned the other; he treated Morality ill in his 
Diſcourſe, but worſe in Practice, I thought a little 
Warmth and Expoſtulation were juſtifiable on ſuch an 
Occaſion, and ſo I took him up roundly ; I drew out 
in lively Colours the Horror of his Life, the Unwar. 
rantableneſs of his Proceeding, and the Severity of 
thoſe Pains God had prepared for Libertines in the 
next World ; together with the Curſes that would fall 
upon his Head in this: He took leave of me, and 

retired 
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retired to his Inn, but after Dinner he returned : I have 
often, ſaid he, received Proofs of your Kindneſs, but 
never greater than this on nes I have looked into 
myſelf ſince I faw you, and confeſs my Cafe would be 
deſperate, had I leſs than an infinite Mercy to confide 
in: Some urgent Buſineſs calls me to my Garriſon ; but 
next Week I will return, and adviſe with you about the 
2 Affair of my Salvation. This is a Call from 
„ anſwer' d I, and perchance it may be the laſt: 
The Campaign draws near; and when once you have 
taken the Field, you will neither be Maſter of your 
Time, nor your Life; your Employment challenges 
that, and a Bullet may diſpoſe of this before you are 
aware. | 
T am ſenſible, replied the Gentleman, of my Caſe, 
and of the Danger; and nothing ſhall alter my Re- 
ſolution ; and ſo * departed. He kept his Word, and 
within ten Days returned; he paſſed by my Lodgings, 
and told me he would not fail after Dinner to wait 
upon me, and hoped to bring his Buſineſs to a happy 
Concluſion. Permit me, Sir, ſaid I, to attend you at 
your In: "Tis much more eaſy to fall into Company 
than to diſengage yourſelf: Men of your Calling had 
rather ſtorm a Half-moon than affail Cuſtom, or attack 
Ceremony : But he would not hear of my Propoſition ; 
he left the Company, and was on his way, when un- 
fortunately he met with a Friend, who invited him to a 
Bottle of Champaigne : He would not accept of the In- 
vitation; but the other would not be denied: And fo 
at length away they marched together. One Bottle drew 
on another, and their Debauch ended with the Night: 
In the mean time, an Expreſs calls him to his Regi- 
ment: The French have taken the Field, and all muſt 
march to watch their Motions: He returns home in 
Poft ; he goes to the Camp, and ſhortly after loſes his 
Life at Steentirt- We may truly ſay this poor Gentleman 
was near Heaven ; but God ſend the unhappy Recoun- 
ter of a Friend did not put him out of the way! He 
was invited to Repentance, he made a fair Advance; 
and, I may fay, the Buſineſs was almoſt finiſhed, be- 
cauſe he ferroufly reſolved to conclude it. But a 9 
| "" 


„„ er 


The GENTLEMAN Iaſtructed. 23 


of Champaigne put in a Demur : It ſuſpended the Execu- 
tion ; and then the ſudden March of the Troops broke 
off the Negotiation. He went to the Field a Libertine, 
and in all Hog rage. died one. As God touched his 
Heart, ſo he has ſoftened yours: Pray, Sir, let not 
Negligence miſuſe the Favour, nor turn it into a Curſe : 
Let it ſtand up for you at God's Tribunal, as a Wit- 
neſs of Gratitude, not of Obſtinacy. I counſel you for 
ſome Days to withdraw into a Place of Retirement : 
Viſits will diſtract you, and may ſtifle your pious Reſo- 
lution, if your Deſign takes Air. If your Companions 
learn you are going into another Intereſt, they will raiſe 
a hundred Batteries againſt your Conſtancy; and though 
you come off with Victory, you will not get clear of 
their Temptations without Danger: I will willingly 
wait upon you into the Country, if you can pitch upon 
a convenient Place. 

Eudox. You will infinitely oblige me: My Houſe is 
but four Miles off; and, if you pleaſe, we will take 
Coach this Evening. 

Euſeb. J am content, but I muſt excuſe my Depar- 
ture to Theomachus, otherwiſe he may ſend Hue and Cry 
after me, and Si quis me in the next Gazette. 

He ſent him a Letter to let him know that a Buſineſs 
of Importance required his Preſence in the Country; 


that he would diſpatch it with convenient Speed, and 


that the ſame Moment his Hands were rid of that 
Trouble, he would return to proſecute the Conference, 
Theomachus anſwer'd he was his own Maſter ; that he 
might take his Time, and that he would expect his Re- 
turn with Pleaſure: They immediately took Coach, 


and arrived at Exdexus's Houle, 


DIALOGUE: 


7 
; 
: 
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DIALOGUE X. 


Eudoxus retires with Euſebius into the Country, where 
they meet with Arioviſtus, a high-flown Latitudi- 
narian. 


UDOXUS's Mother received her Son with Ten- 
derneſs: She was a Lady of a Piety above the com- 
mon; ſhe loved her Son, but could not diſſemble his 
Vices: She often admoniſhed him of the Danger he 
expoſed his Soul to, and ſometimes mingled Tears with 
gentle Reproofs. But his Time was not yet come, 
and all her Admonitions only ſerved to heighten his 
Obduracy : Yet ſhe gave not over; ſhe implored God's 
Aſſiſtance in private, and beſeeched his Mercy to ſtrike 
out of this Rock ſome Tears of Repentance ; to recal 
this Prodigal, who had embezzled all his Treaſures of 
Grace, and pawn'd his Religion to Proſtitutes: Her 
Friends admired her Charity, and pitied it. Once a 
Divine aſſured her, that a Child of Tears would never 
periſh : She took the Words for an Oracle, and fanſied 
he ſpoke by Inſpiration : Though her Son's Profaneneſs 
touch'd her to the quick, the Hopes of his Converſion 
kept her in heart; and the more he ran from Piety, 

the more ſhe practiſed it. 
When Eudoxus arrived, ſhe read ſome Change in his 
Face ; his Behaviour was more grave, his Looks more 
ſober, and all his Carriage breathed an Air of Modeſty. 
At firſt ſhe ſuſpected the Dice had run croſs, and that 
the Cauſe of his Melancholy lay in the Pocket : Then 
ſhe feared he was hammering out ſome amorous In- 
trigue, or lay under the Mortification of a criminal 
Diſappointment. But Eudeæus ſoon diſſipated her Suſpi- 
cions, by telling the Cauſe of his unexpected Arrival. 
She was overjoy'd at the News, and almoſt ſunk under 
the Exceſs: She gave Euſebius a thouſand Thanks, and 
ſtyled" him her Son's good Angel. They were ſitting 
down to Supper, when in comes Ariowiſtus, with an- 
other Gentleman, The Lady was ſurpriſed at the Ar- 
rival 
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rival of ſo unexpeted a Gueſt; his very Sight drew 
Blood to her Face, and though ſhe was Miſtreſs of her 
Words and Actions, ſhe could not command her Re- 
ſentment. She feared leſt this importune Viſit might 
nip her Son's Reſolutions, and daſh in Pieces the Hope 
ſhe had of his Converſion. However, ſhe forgot not 
Civility in the very Heat of her Diſturbance, and 
{ſkreen'd off her Concern with a hearty Welcome. 
But after Supper ſhe took Euſebius aſide, and expoſed 
her Fears with all the Energy of Tears and Paſſion. 
Fir, ſaid ſhe, God ſend your Charity meet with Succeſs : 
II ſuſpet Ariowiſtus cloaks ſome ill Deſign under the 
ſpecious Outſide of a Viſit, and that another Errand 
brought him here beſides mere Civility: His Morals run 
even with his Religion ; he believes what flatters Pride, 
and acts whatever fawns upon Senſe ; he goes upon one 
| Principle, which is to ſtick at nothing that fides with 
E-1 Intereſt, or gratifies Appetites. This Man firſt furniſhed 
I ZEudoxus with corrupt Maxims, and Theomachus taught 
him the Application. In fine, both have contributed 
to his Deſtruction, and my Misfortune. 

Euſebius deſired her not to take the Alarm. I will 
find Occaſion, ſaid he, to engage Arioviſtus in a Diſ- 
pute, I doubt not of the Succeſs : The Overthrow of 
the Maſter may work upon the Scholar. He may yield 
to thoſe Reaſons Ariowijius I am ſure will not be able 
to reſiſt, The next Morning, when they ſat toge- 
ther in the Parlour, Chance gave the Cue to a hot 
Debate, that covered Arioviſ/ius with Confuſion, and 
Euſebius with Glory. 
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ST1ALOGUE. XL. 


God does neither command, nor permit us to conform to 
the Religion of the Country where toe live, 


ff Hin Poſt brought Eudoxus a News Letter from 
London, which gave an Account of new Laws en- 


acted againſt Papiſts. 


Ariov. This Act is worthy of that great Aſſembly, I 


have nothing againſt the Proceedings, but that it's too 
moderate, and indulging : Beſides, methinks it ſhould 
have reach'd all Diſſenters; for all being guiity of 
Obſtinacy, none ſhould be exempt from Puniſhment. 

Euſeb. How ! too indulging ! What will you call ſe- 
vere? Papiſts are difleized of their Birthright, ſtript of 
Property, and expoſed to the Inſolence of villainous 
Informers and Catch.- polls; and after all, you complain 
of Moderation. Miſtake me not, Sir, I neither ar- 
raign the Wiſdom nor the Juſtice of the Parliament: 
That avgyft Body may have Reaſons unknown to us: 
But I diſapprove your perſecuting Humour: Diſſenters 
are our Fellow- ſubjects; the Relation deſerves Tender- 
neſs, and calls for ſome Compaſſion : It's Barbarity to 
outrage a Felon at the Bar, or to inſult over a con- 
demned Wretch at Tyburn, much more over Dillenters ; 
who, for aught we know, have no other Crime, but 
their Religion. 

Ariov. Let them conform, and they ſhall enjoy the 
Protection of the Goveroment, and the Liberty of Eng- 
liſhmen ; but if they take the Pet, and ftray from the 
eſtabliſhed Worſhip of the Realm, the Commonwealth 
muſt take notice of their Prevarication, and puniſh it : 
And as thoſe who ſuffer for the Breach of Laws die de- 
ſervedly ; ſo they who lay down their Lives for any Re. 
ligion outlawed by the Commonwealth, are Malefactors, 
not Martyrs : They only paſs through one Puniſhment 
into another: Thouſands, Euſebius, are canonized here 
on Earth, that will never be fainted in Heaven. 
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Euch. Hold, Sir, this Doctrine ſhould be bleach'd; 
it's fo monſtrouſly foul, there is no enduring it: It 
"X ſhould pals a Duarantine in ſome Lazaretta; methinks 

9 it ſmells rank of Infection. Blaſphemy fits on every 
# Syllable: What think you? Did St. Laurence and St. 

4 Stephen die like Criminals? Are nct their Names re- 

; giſtered in the Book of Life, as well as in the Martyro- 

” logue? Yet they died for a Religion, condemned by 
the ſupreme Authority of Nome and Jury. Sir, I would 

have you diſpute this Point at the O/d-Bazly. Blaſphemy 
is punith'd with Fire in this World, as well as in the 
4 next. 
Ariov. Heat and Invective rather fret an Adverſary, 


f than convince him: More Reaſon and leſs Paſſion, are 
: proper for a Man of your Age and Character : You arc 
57 on the Decay, Sir; your Deportment ſhould be as 


cold as your Blood, and your Paſſions as grey as your 
5 lead. I ſav, God made Man for Commerce, we 


mn cannot live on our own Fund; we muſt barter with our 
'” X Neighbours; and this foreign Correſpondence is re- 
os 2 quilite to furniſh out Happineſs : A ſociable Life is im- 
* = practicable, (I would jay impoſlible) unleſs Inferiors 
40 lie under an indiſpenſible Obligation of obeying, and 
* Superiors have an uncontroulable Power to ordain all 
to IF tnoſe things tnat are neceſſary to ſupport and conſerve 
wi Society. 
3 Now, what can be more neceſſary than Union, and 
ut Ilarmony cf Opinions? This cements all the Parts, 
and moulds them into one great Body: It inſpirits 
he them to Action in their deſign'd Station: It combines 
8 their Intereſt, and by conſequence their Endeavours : 
he But when their Minds are divided, their Intereſts are 
th Z ſeparated, and then they club into Faction; and whilſt 
t: each Cabal drives at private Ends, the whole Fabric 
= 3 of the Government firſt totters, and then falls into Con- 
„ JF fuſion. But of all Diviſions, thoſe that ſpring from 
5 Differences in Religion have ever proved the moſt fatal. 
-— [dal has opened more Veins than Cruelty, and laid 


X waſte more Provinces than Ambition; it has rifled 
I thoſe very Places Avarice itfelf left antouched, and fet 
en fire thoſe religious Edifices Impiety revered : It has 
C4 brought 
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brought ſome Princes to the Scaffold, and others to 
abdicate : In fine, new Seditions break in upon the 
State with new Religions, and the eſtabliſh'd Govern- 
ment is always Dock at, with the eſtabliſhed Church. 
Pretence of Piety leads the Van, but Sword, Cannon, and 
Deſolation bring up the Rear. 

Seeing therefore God commands us to live in Society, 
he has impowered the chief Magiſtrate, with a full 
Commiſſion to enact thoſe Laws that are requiſite for 
the furthering this great Deſign: Now nothing under 
Heaven can be more neceſſary, than a power to eſta- 
bliſh Religion, therefore God has entruſted every ſu- 
preme Magiſtrate with that Power; whence it follows, 
that every Religion ſettled by Law, binds all thoſe who 
live under the Protection of that State; and by conſe- 
quence |1 dare not excuſe any Dz/enter from Treaſon, 
both againſt the Common-wealth and God. 

In a Word, we mult conform our Belief to that of 
the Country where we live; nor can any Pretence of 
Conſcience or Revelation exempt us from the Obliga- 
tion : Hence, I ſay, that Szephen the Deacon loſt his 
Life at Jeruſalem, as fairly as Stephen the Joiner at Ox- 
ferd : They both fell by the Law, and therefore juſtly. 
Death makes not a Martyr, but the Cauſe ; this alone 
diſtinguiſhes the Innocent from the Guilty. 

_ Eaſeb. Bleſs me ! where are we? The Jews tore toeir 
Garments, when they heard Blaſphemies, but Chri- 
ſtians turn it into Entertainment; certainly nothing but 
Damnation is able to force out ſuch flaming Expreſ- 
ſions : Your Diſcourſe is too rank to undergo a Dil- 
ſection; it carries with it a Complication of Crimes, 
that won't bear the very naming : Like flagitious Ma- 
lefactors, they infe& on the Hurdle, and kill at their 
Execution: It is almoſt ſafer to diſſemble, than to ar- 
raign them; and they are taught, whiilt they are re- 
proved: But ſeeing you have flung Poiſon among the 
Audience, [I'll venture to preſent them an Antidote. 
You ſay, St. Stephen died a Rebel, no Martyr ; that he 
fell by Law, and conſequently by the Hands of Juſtice : 
But this helliſh Logic argues our bleſſed Saviour into 


Rebellion, and ſtigmatizes him for a convicted Con- 
ſpirator ; 
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ſpirator ; for certainly he died by Command of the 
Magiſtrate: Innovation in Matters of Religion made 
up one part of the Charge againſt him, and Treaſon 
the other, I ſuppoſe this horrid Inſolence lay out of 
Sight; for Gentlemen of your Perſuaſion are ſhort- 
ſighted, and are ſo taken up with Principles, that they 
overlook Illations : Remember, Sir, we live under a 


pious Princeſs, and a reforming Parliament; fo that I 


do not deſpair within ſome Days to hear, that ſevere 
Laws are paſt againſt thoſe that b'aſpheme God, as 
well as againſt thoſe that ſerve him. 

Arioviſius began an Apology, but Fuſebius refuſed to 
hear it. Sir, ſaid he, the Text is too plain to need a 


Comment, and too horrid to deſerve one: To excuſe 


Blaſphemy, is but a Hair's breadth from defending it: 
'The very hearing of the Word abates the Horror of 
the Crime; for no Offences are leſs deteſted, than thoſe 
that are often ſpoken of : Beſides, I have only glanced at 
an Inference ; the Principle is more flagitious, and there- 
fore muſt be brought to the Bar. You ſay God com- 
mands us to conform to the Religion of the Country 
where we live; and that to profeſs any other, or to be- 
lieve nothing, is equally criminal. | 

Ariov. ] tay fo. 

Euſeb. Is your Aſſertion univerſal ? 

Aricw. It takes in all Religions; it reaches all Na- 
tions, as well as all Ages. | | 

Euſeb. God therefore commands me, when I am in 
England, to deny Tran/ubRantiation, Prayers fer the Dead, 
Seven Sacraments, c. But if Bufineis calls me to Paris, 
Rome, or Madrid, he commands me to ſteer about, and 
believe them: In Chri/fendom I muſt believe Chriſt is 
God; but if a briſk Gale wafts me over into Aa, I 
muſt deny it: At Conſtantinople I muſt ſwear there is 
one God. and that Mahomet is his Prophet ; but at my 
return into the Weſt, I muſt change my Tune, I mult 
ſwear the Prophet into an Impoſtor, and his Revela- 
tions into Forgery : But if I ſteer towards the North, 
and ſet up in Lapland, then I muſt bow to a red Cloth, 
and pour forth my Oriſons to Madam Puſs : Again, if 
I double the Cate, and put in at Cochin, I muſt fall 
proſtrate before an Apes Grinder, 


C 3; Aricu. 


ONE? ——— 


30 The GzNTLEMAN Infirufted. 


Ariov, Well, and what harm in all this? 

Euſeb. Why truly, travelling will be expenſive : Be- 
fore we ſet out, we mult provide ourſelves with Alex- 
ander Rofje's View of Religions; we mult make a hand- 
ſome Collection of Alrolabe's Quadrants, and Jacob's 
Statts, to find the Lines of Longitude, and Latitude ; 
for in your Hypotheſis, Mathematics muſt be our Rule 
of Faith, and Climates the Motives of our Credibility. 
This is a pretty Syſtem, and has the Advantage of No- 
velty to recommend it: 1 have often ſeen Controverſies 
tried by Scripture, Tradition, and Reaſon : but to com- 
pole a Difference by Logarithms, Sints, and Tangente, 
is extraordinary: The Invention is worthy of your 
Wit, and of the ſame Picce with your Piety : In good 
time you may improve the Diſcovery, and find out 
the true Religion, as we do true Guineas, by the 
eight. 

But if in England Tranſuliſtantiatien be falſe, it can- 
not be true in France, Spain, and Italy; and if in Eu- 
rope our Bleſſed Saviour be really God, all the Power 
of the Grand Sezgnior can never turn him into a meer 
Man in Afia : In fine, if Mahomet be an Impoſtor in the 
Wet, how can he be a Prophet in the Eaſt? For Truth 
is no Trimmer, it will not ſtand on both ſides of the 
Ciutradiction. 

It is evident therefore that God commands me to be- 
lieve a Falſhood, either in England, or beyond Sea; 
nay, and engages his Authority to perſuade me: He 
th:eatens Hell, it I refuſe, and offers Heaven, if I con- 
form. In England J honour him, by ſwearing Tranſub- 
ſantiatien is a meer Fiction, the Product of Ignorance, 
and Spawn of Superſtition ; but this Tramontane Honour 
carrics Damnation with it at Reme; here I muſt ſwear 
Tranſu! jtantiation is a very real Thing, aud fo fly in the 
Face of my own Evidence. Perjury therefore in your 
Religion pailes for an Act highly meritorious, zd (%, 
a ſcandalous Crime for a molt edifying Virtue. What 
mad Notions do you frame of God ? You level him 
with Oates, and fling him below Befe : You ſcem to 
acknowledge a Deity mercly to make him capable of 


Contempt and Infamy. 1 
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Ariev. You miſtake me, I neither impeach God of 
Forgery, nor Impoſture : I do not queſtion his Veracity, 
nor ſquint upon his SanEity : I only maintain he com- 
mands me to be a Prateſtant in England, and a Papiſi at 
Rome ; to believe Chriſt is God in Queen Aune's Court, 
and that he is a meer Man in the Sltan's; but he 
does not engage his Word for Truth of either Side. 

Euſeb. And, I ſuppoſe, he commands you to profeſs 
Whiggiſm in the Amſterdam Coffee-houſe, id ef, to blend 
Faction with Religion, and ſhroud Infidelity under Hy- 
pocriſy : For look you, Sir, you cannot poſſibly believe 
the Articles of the Church of Rome true, without pro- 
nouncing thoſe of the Church of England falſe : For 
theſe are Negatives of the other ; if God commands 
you to chop Beliefs with the Climate, he commands 
you to play the Hypocrite on one ſide of the Water, 
which is a Crime againſt the firſt Principles of Reaſon, 
and can no more be commanded by God, than prac- 
tiſed by Man: For ſuch a Behaviour is a Burleſque, a 
Satire on all Religion, and by conſcquence on the Au- 
thor and Olject of it. 

But again, if God commands me to be a Proteſtant 
in England, and a Papiſi at Rome; a Turk in Aa, and 
a Chriſiian in Europe, he engages his Word for a Falty: 


ty; for the Church of England 51aintains the Articles of 


her Belief were revealed ; the Church of Rome ſays the 
ſame, in Defence of hers ; and the Mahometan Congre 
gation lays all its Impoſtures on Revelation: When 
therefore God commands you to be a Proteſtant, Pag iſi, 
or Muſſulman, he commands you to believe he has re- 
vealed the particular 'Tenets of theſe Sects, and con- 
ſequently avouches for the Truth of them ; for what- 
ever he reveals, muſt be true : So that to oblige you 
to believe, he has revealed ſuch a Point, and to en- 
gage his Word for the Truth of it, is one and the 
lame thing. Now the particular Tenets of theſe 
Churches croſs upon one another, and therefore all 
cannot poſſibly be true; whence it follows that God 
engages his Authority for a Lye, and pawns his Vera- 
city tor a Falſhood: You ſubje& his Sanctity to a 
C 4 Weak- 


— 3 2 


ws ——— 


32 The GrenTriMan Inſtrufed. 


Weakneſs we all bluſh at, though we all commit it, 
and even level him with Knights of the Poſt. 

Moreover, if Chriſt be a meer Man, how can God 
command Chriſtians to adore him ? And if he be God, 
how can he forbid the Turks, Neſtorians, and Arians, to 
pay him Homage due to his Divinity ? God can no 
more ſtrip himſelf of his Sovereignty, than of his Be- 
ing; he can as ſoon take a Creature into his Throne, 
as make over his Title to Adoration : In a Word, ei- 
ther Man can offend, or he cannot; if he cannot, let 
him bid farewel to all Religions, and take leave of Mo- 
rality ; let him model his Actions by Epicure, and his 
Faith by Protagoras: But if he can offend, what claſhes 
more directly with all Laws Natural and Divine, than 
Idolatry ? If this ſpiritual Inceſt be innocent, what 
can be criminal? And if God can command fo ſacri- 
legious an Action, what can he forbid ? 

Arigviſius was pinched, he ſaw himſelf in the Toils, 
and knew not how to diſengage himſelf; his Concern 
flew to his Face, and every Foſture ſhewed Uneaſineſs, 
and Anger. Come, Sir, ſaid he at 1:ft to Eaſchius with 
a forced Smile, I have miſtaken my Errand, I came not 
to diſpute, but to be merry ; let Arguments give Place 


to a Bottle; it is more ſatisfactory to fee the Bottom of 


a Glaſs, than of a Queſtion, and to drain Bumpers, 
than Controverſics; we have run the firſt Heat, it is 
time to rub, | 

Euſeb. You Latitudinarian Gentlemen are ſtrange 
Creatures, you hector Religion and Piety with ſuch a 
daring Confidence, when you are out of the reach of 
an Adverſary, that one would ſwear both Senſe and 
Reaſon had embraced your Intereſt ; but when you re- 
ceive a Blow, you retreat to Jeſts, you parry againſt 
Proofs with Railleries, and oppoſe Laughter to Rea- 
ſon. To be plain, you miſplace your Paſſions, you 
ſmile when you ſhould tremble, and laugh when you 
ſhould cry: Had you any Apprehenſion of a God, you 
would dread thoſe Flames, that his eternal Juſtice has 
prepared below to burn, not to conſume Blaſphemies; 
theſe hideous Flights of Prophaneneſs and Impiety 


would be Pain and Penance to you : You lay ſuch de- 
ſperate 
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ſperate Commands to his Charge, as fit him rather for 
Contempt than Veneration, and make him more wor- 
thy of Horror than Adoration; for if your Divinity be 
orthodox, he abets Lies, commands Idolatry, and per- 
ſuades Perjury ; and ſo Man's Vices make up the Roll 
of his Perfections, and we muſt revere in him what all 
human Laws puniſh in us. 

Arixv, You are diſpoſed for a touch of Polemics ; 
but if you are above the Laws of Decency and Breed- 
ing, I am not: I refolve not to turn Clown for Com- 
piny ; I have too much Reſpect for my Lady to be cla- 
morous in her Preſence, and think it as genteel to du- 
el, as to diſpute before her : Beſides, we are upon The- 
ological Niceties, unneceſſary to be known by the 
1 and impoſſible to be underſtood by the 

ulgar. 

Sir, ſaid the Lady, let no Ceremony break off the 
Conference; we ſtand not here upon Grimace, or Re- 
ſervedneſs, and though we did, your Defeat will atone 
for your Rudeneſs: To be plain, I am impatient to fee 
your Vanity laſhed, your Pride diſciplined, and your 
rhodomontading Genius penanced with Confuſion, How 
often in my Houſe have you not only made a Prac- 
tice, but a Boaſt of Profaneneſs, and defended the 
Crime, by committing a greater ? You have lampoon- 
ed thoſe Gentlemen that durſt ſtand up in Defence of 
Religion, and daubed them with the Reproaches of Bi- 

try and Superſtition ; you queſtion their Judgments, 
and dubbed them Fools, who would not ſwallow down 
all Religions; and bluſtered with impoſing an Afu- 
rance, as if it were as eaſy to defend Libertiniſm, as 
to abet it. Sir, you are in fight of an Adverſary, look 
him in the Face, ftand your Ground, and defend your 
Principles, or condemn them by an Afidavit, that your 
Repentance may be as public as the Scandal : Your 
Honour is at Stake, and there is no Mean between a 
Victory and an Overthrow. | 

This ſudden Tempeſt blown from an unexpected 
Quarter, ſoon raiſed a Tumult in Arioviftus's Breaſt ; 
Shame, Anger, and Revenge broke looſe, and fanned 
his Refentment to ſuch a I that it almoſt ſtifled 

. bis 
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his Reaſon, He rolled a hundred Thoughts in hi; 
Head, and almoſt as many Reſolutions, yet he could 
not fix on any; to retaliate was not only unmanly, 
but alſo uncivil ; for though a Lady be not below a 
Man's Anger, ſhe is below his Revenge: Jo break of 
the Diſpute was diſhonourable, and to baffle Exjebirs 
difficult; however, at laſt havirg balanced his Fears 
with bis Hopes, he concluded his Reputation would 
ſuffer leſs by continuing the Diſpute, than flying it: 
For though Euſebius might foil him with Reaſon, he 
thougnt himſelf ſuperior at Raillery ; which oftentimes 
even Men of Paris miſtake for Wit, and receive for 
Reafon. At leaſt he had found upon Experience, that 
Noiſe in Diſputes ſtands for Evidence, and that thoſe 
y carry off the Hon;ur of Conqueſt in the Opinion of 
| the Audience, who ſpeak loudeſt, not who diſcourſe 
beſt: Theſe Conſiderations ſwayed him to accept of a 
ſecond Engagement; wherefore turning himſelf firſt 
to the Lady: 

Madam, faid he, I thought T owed your Character 
and Perſon ſome Reſpect, but ſeeing you are pleaſed to 
forego the Debt, I ſhall ſupercede the Payment; 1 per- 
ccive Deference is ſometimes unacceptable, and Civi- 
lity clowniſh. I will therefore for the future take my 
Liberty, and never ſtand off in Reſtraint or Cere- 

mony. 

Then addreſſing himſelf to Eiſebius; Sir, continued 

he, you miſunderſtand me: I mean not that God com- 
mands us to conform to the Relfgion of the State 
where we live. No, he permits us only; like the Royal 
Eagle, he preys on Hearts ;. theſe he requires : So that 
if we love, honour, and obey him, we keep up to the 
very heighth of his Commands. He permits all exte- 
rior Ceremonies, though vain, ſuperſtitious, and wick- 
ed; a good Intention ſanQtifies an ill Action, and the 
Uprightneſs of our Hearts compounds for the Errors 
of our Worfhip: In fine, Sir, God looks on all the 
- Failures of our Underſtanding as pure Miſtakes, not 

Crimes; and thoſe he cannot approve, he pities. 
Euſeb. I underſtood you before, and apprehend you 
at preſent; You draw the Theſis into a leſs a 

an 
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and turn God's Command into a bare Permiſſion; 74 
„, J have driven you from one Retrenchment, and 
you are clapped behind another ; but this 15 no more 
ftaple, than the firſt, and you will be forced to ſurren- 
der. Tell me, does God permit all Religions ? 

Ariev. All that are, or ever were in the World. 

Euſeb. All? That Man certainly deſerves Damna- 
tion, that can find no Religion to his Gouſt: But do 
no Actions outrage Nature? 

Arioviſtus made a Pauſe, and ſcemed at a loſs for an 
Anſwer ; he ſaw what Eu/ebius drove at, and that he 
only coalted the main Queſtion, to draw him into an 
Ambuſcade. Sir, ſaid he, your Quære is captious; and 
though ſome are of Opinion, that Virtue and Vice are 
rather Names than Things; yet I condeſcend ſo far, 


as to grant that Murders, Blaſphemies, and Adulteries 


flie at Nature, and are in a very obvious and literal 
Senſe criminal and opprobrious. 

Euſeb. God, I fu poſe, permits not theſe unnatural 
Abominations ; if he has no Puniſhments in reſerve for 
ſuch profligate Offenders, under-rate Tranſgreſſors may 
expect a Recompence. 

Ariov. God dilapproves ſuch hideous Enormities as 
ſhame Nature, and even intrench upon Breeding ; they 
deſerve Hell, and will feel it, unleſs Repentance appeaſe 
Divine Juſtice. : 

Euſeb. Why then this Permiſſion is no more univer- 
ſal, than the Command; for if God's Permiſſion com- 
prehends not Crimes t at aſſail Nature, it takes not in 
thoſc Religions that inſult Nature in the very act of 
Worſhip. Strike off the Catalogue, the Religion of the 
Mexicans, who to honour their God, broke through all 
the natural Laws of Juſtice, and Honeſty : For they 
firſt invaded the neighbouring Provinces with Fire and 
Sword, and then ripped open the Breaſts of twenty 
thouſand Captives upon the ſacrilegious Altars of their 
barbarous Divinities, and by a bloody Metamorphoſis 
turned Cruelty into Piety, and worſhipped God by pro- 
faning Nature. | 

The Superſtition of the Perudians lies open to the ſame 
Exception: Theſe ſavage Idolaters dy'd the Earth with 

the. 
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the reeking Gore of human Sacrifices, and polluted 
their Temples with unnatural Proſtitutions; they train- 
ed up Youths for that lewd Purpoſe, and hallowed their 
"moſt religious Rites with the moſt flaming Abomina- 
tions : In a Word, Nature forbids, what their impure 
Gods commanded, and human Laws purge with Fire 
the moſt eſſential Acts of their Religion. 

If we leave America, and ſhip for Afa, we ſhall meet 
with the ſame Vices ; though the People are more civi- 
lized, they are not leſs brutal. The Tracians, Huns, 
and Phencians worſhipped their Deities, by worrying 
their own Species, and fo built their Piety on Murders 
and Cruelty. In Africa, the Superſtition of che Cartha- 
| = was more formidable than their Arms; and their 
Prieſts were more cruel in their Temples, than their 
Generals in the Field: They lock'd poor Infants in 
their glowing Statues of Saturn, and placed their De- 
votion rather in the Torment than Death of Innocents. 
The old Egyptians drown'd their Reaſon in Honour of 
Mars, and then proſecuted their Devotions with Clubs 
and Swords ; he was judged the moſt zealous, who 

had the leaſt of a Man, and moſt of a Butcher. 
The Babylomians and Phenicians defiled their Temples 
with Whoredom and Sodomy. Proſtitution always pre- 
ceded Marriage; and thoſe Women who refuſed to 
ſhave their Heads, were doomed to expoſe their Ho- 
nour, and to adorn the Temple of Venus with the Spoils 
of their Chaſtity : So that thoſe infamous Religions 
branded Honeſty with Infamy, they ſtigmatized Con- 
tinence, and ennobled Lewdneſs. 

I bluſh at the very Thought of the Rites of Venus the 
Corinthian, where Women were ordained Prieſts by the 
moft ſcandalous and outrageous Acts of Luſt, and con- 
ſecrated by Adulteries : They were Strumpets before 
they could be qualified for the Prieſthood, and deſerved 
Brideavell to be fit for the Altar. I ſuppoſe theſe Re- 
ligions come not within the Pale of Permiſſion : For 
how can God permit thoſe Actions good Men condemn, 
and Debauchees bluſh at; that ſtartle Nature, and 
confound Wickedneſs? He muſt take notice of ſuch 
Enormities, or renounce Sanctity; he muſt puniſh them, 
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or let fall his Claim to Juſtice : In fine, he muſt main- 
tain his Character. The Atheiſt who denies God, is 
leſs criminal than he who worſhips him with Murders 
and Fornication. 

Ariov. God permits not thoſe Religions that affront 
Nature, and diſcard the firſt Principles of Reaſon : 
When Temples become Slaughter-houſes, and Prieſts 
Butchers ; when the Stews are conſecrated, and Adul- 
teries canonized, it's time to ſeparate from ſuch Congre- 
gations. 

Euſeb. You ſound a Retreat: Firſt God commanded 
to conform to the Religion of the Country where we 
dwell; then you turned his Command into a Per- 
miſſion, and now you reſtrain this: Like the Parthians 


you fight in your Retreat, and place your Safety in 


your Heels. But this Expedient will not anſwer Ex- 
pectation; I have you in view, and will not leave the 
Chace, till I have either run down your Impiety, or 
confonnded it. But, Sir, ſuppoſe a Montezuma ſhould 
threaten Death unleſs you abjured Chriſt for Vitzili- 


putz/i, would not God, on fo preſſing an Occaſion, 


permit you to embrue your Hands in human Sa- 
crifices ? . 

Ariov. No Man living in a noble way fears Death 
leſs than myſelf; I would come into the World merely 
to make a handſome Exit; yet I would not part with 


my Life for a Ceremony: My Belief is not untractable, 


it can bow upon Occaſions, and connive at thoſe things 
it does not approve : What is not impious, is always 
lawful; and therefore I would rather, upon an Exi- 
gency, conform than die. Though I am ſure there 
are Antipodes, I would not, like that fooliſh Biſhop, 
maintain the Truth at the Expence of my Blood ; this 
would be to trifle away Life, and is rather a Demon- 
_ of my Folly, than of the Roundneſs of the 
arth. 

Should Montezuma command me in his Dominions 
to abjure Chriſt, I ſhould reverence his Orders; for 
the ſupreme Magiſtrate's Will is the Law of the Sub- 
jet: But whether I might in Conſcience eſpouſe his 
Religion, is a Caſe worthy of ſame ſober — 

or 
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For Life is tender thing; Self-preſervation has Charms, 
and the unexperienced Condition of Separation is a 


very lawful Pretext to ſtay in the World: To be fired 


or baſtinadoed hence is a painful Operation, and we are 
not obliged to ſuch a troubleſome Removal. 

Beſides, Life, I conceive, was given us for noble 
Ends, and therefore we muſt not part with it out of 
a Bravado : If we diſband, and leave our Colours with- 
out our great Maſter's Leave, we ſhall pay for our 
Deſertion, and meet with a worſe Welcome from an 
angry God in the next World, than from a barb.rous 
Emperor in this. Seeing therefore I may give my 
Heart to God, whilſt I offer human Sacrifices to the 
Mexican Idol, I may rather conform, than die for Diſ- 
obedience: For he who forces commits the Sin, if the 
Action be unlawful, not he who obeys by Compul- 


ſion. 


The Company ftartled at this, ſtrange Divinity ; 


Amazement tied their Tongues, and Horror ran through 


every Joint. At laſt, It's well, cried Eusebius, we have 
Scripture to appeal to, otherwiſe we might be puzzled 
by the Impudence of thoſe, who treat Geoadne/s unhand- 
ſomely by Practice, and unchriſtianly by defending their 
Exceſſes: Their Manners are ſo bad, that nothing can 


be worſe but the Wir and Confidence they employ to 


excuſe them. I ſee, continued Eaſebius, you meaiure 
Man's Perte&ions downwards, and judge him more 
reaſonable, the leſs he acts with Reaſon. 

You are a Leveller in Morality, as well as in Reli- 
gion, and make no Diſtinf.on between Vice and Vir- 
tue; or at leaſt with an extatic Turn of the Heart, 
you transform one into the other: This is Dire ion 
of Intention with a Witneſs. A Man that can juggle 
the moſt flagitious Crimes into Piety, mult be born ua- 
der a very unfortunate Star to miſcarry. You may dip 
your Hands in Blood, plunge your Body into the very 
Sink of Lewdneſs, and with a ſafe Conſcience make 
over your Soul to the Devil; an omniporent Caſt of the 
Heart, rectiſies all, a good Intention atones for a bad 
One. 
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But why did you juſt now exempt from the general 
Permiſſion of thoſe Religions, that in the Act of Wor- 
ſhip affront Nature? Far you may turn your Heart to 
God every jot as well, when your Life is ſecure, as 
when it's endangered; ſo that if Direction of Inten- 
tion ſalves Conſcience on ſome Occaſions, it may on 
all: Do not Murders, Cruelties, and moſt unnatural 
Luſts turn upon Nature when my Life lies at ſtake, as 
well as when it does not? Do they jar with Reaſon 
when I hazard nothing, and fawn upon it when 1 
riſk all? Certainly Sins of this black Dye vary not 
with Circumſtances, they change not their Nature as the 
Canelian does his Colour; their Blackneſs lies in the 
Complexion, not on the Fancy; they are always the 
ſame, 1d eff, odious to God, and abominable in the 
Sight of Men. 

You ſay Life was given us for noble Ends, and there- 
fore muſt not be flung away, eiter in a Pet or Bra- 
vado ? It's true, but then what can Imagination frame 
more noble, more ſublime, than the Defence of God's 
Honour, and our own Nature? Than to vindicate the 
juſt Rights and Prerogatives of Virtue from the illegal 
Uſurpations of Vice? Theſe Enterprizes are worthy of 
a Man; it's more glorious to die for ſuch a Cauſe, than to 
conquer in. the Field. When we ſacrifice our Lives for 
him who gave them, our Generolity will be pleaded 
to Advantage, not only in the next World, but alſo in 
this. No Action is truly glorious, that is not virtuous ; 
and therefore your Cz/ars and Alexanders, in ſpite of 
all Trophies, are infamous in the Sight of God ; their 
Temerity is laughed at by the Angels, and their Am- 
bition ſeverely puniſhed by the ProteQor of Orphans, 
and juſt Avenger of Pupils : They had nothing great 
but Pride and Folly ; their Glory ſprung from Plunder, 
and their Renown from Slaughter ; but if they deſerve 
Praiſe for ranſacking Cities, for overturning King- 
doms, and invading Empires, we may make Pane- 
gyrics of Plagues, raiſe triumphal Arches to Famines, 
and erect Statues to Hurricanes and Innundations : In a 
Word, we live merely to ſerve God; this is our End, 
and a noble one: Paſſion, indeed, or Diſcontent, are 
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ill Diſeaſes to die of, but then Libertiniſm is a danger: 


ous Motive to live: Our Diſobedience is no leſs cri 


minal when we refuſe to quit our Poſt upon Command, 
than when we abandon it without Order: We are diſ- 
charged of the Duty of Living, when we muſt purchaſe 
Breath at the Expence of Conſcience; and certainly 
we forfeit Innocence, when we commit, or abet Mur- 
ders or Adulteries; and by conſequence, a Man muſt 
uu with Life, when we cannot keep it without Trea- 
on againſt Nature, and Rebellion again its Author. 

But I ſuppoſe the noble End you propoſe to your- 


ſelf, is to fpin out Life as long as the Thread will 


reach ; to ſtretch Nature to its utmoſt, and not to ven- 
ture one ſingle Pulſe, but upon good Security of Plea- 
fare : You had rather ſpend it in the Service of Venus 
than of Virtue ; rather conſume by Inches, and paſs 
through a Courſe of Phyſic, or a Sweating-tub into 
the next World, than to be well one Moment, and 
dead the next: If you call this a noble End, you will 
be at a Loſs to aſſign an infamous one: In ſhort, you 
are relapfed into your firſt Error, and only defend it 
with a new-found Extravagance : The Amendment is 
ndiculous, and impious into the Bargain. 

Arioviſtus faw he had ſpoke his Mind too frankly, 


before an Audience unacquainted with fuch Libertine 


Principles, and therefore he very nicely confeſſed, he 
had hitherto played the Fool. Sir, faid he to Euſebius, 
though ſome abet the Doctrine I have delivered, yet it 
diſpleaſes me: I cannot cloſe with ſuch wild Ideas of 
Religion, and rather propoſed 'em as a Jeſt than a 
Truth: I cannot commit a Crime to ſave my Skin, 
nor even purchaſe Life at the Price of Murder, or Adul- 
tery : And therefore I freely grant, that thoſe Religions 
that enjoy Abominations in their Ritualt and Liturgies, 
are out-dated, and exempted from the general Per- 
miſſion. | 

Euſeb. J muſt own you have made a handſome Re- 
treat; you have given a pretty Turn to a monſtrous 
Principle ; but for the future, pray remember, that to 
blaſpheme in jeſt, is to ſin in earneſt. All the Religions 


at leaft are ſtanch, are they not? I put this Queſtion to 


avoid 
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avoid Miſtakes, for we have been To-day upon the 
Blunder. 

Ariow. They are. 

Euſeb. Remember your Conceſſion, for by-and-by 
we ſhall diſcard all the idolatrous Worſhip of the 
old World, together with thoſe of the new: The Ro- 
man, Grecian, and old Afjrian Polytheiſm, will no more 
paſs Muſter, than that of Mexico or Peru; Jupiter, Apollo, 
Mars, Juno, and Minerva, will be kick'd out of their 
Temples, as well as a Vitziliputzli. Will God be 
worſhipped as an eternal Being, or as a Creature ; as 
rational, or irrational; as infinitely holy, or as an 
Adulterer, Drunkard, or Murderer ? 

Aricviſtus ſaw the Drift of this Quære, and was at a 
Stand for a handſome Anſwer; he perceived himſelf 
encompaſſed on ail fides, and knew not which way to 
evade the Danger: To ſay God requires to be honoured, 
as à Being infinitely Hely, infinitely Wiſe, Eternal, and In- 
defendent, was to give up the Cauſe without Diſpute, and 
to acknowledge himſelf foil'd before the Combat: 
On the other fide, he durſt not venture to affirm, God 
is content to be worſhipped as a Creature, an Adulterer, 
or a Murderer; he thought ſuch hideous Abſurdities 
would grate upon the Ears of his Auditors, unaccuſtom'd 
to Blaiphemies, and ill-diſpoſed to hear them without 
Indignation. 

The Gentleman that came with him, ſaw his Con- 
cern, and reſolved to diſengage his Friend from the 
Embarraſs ; wherefore (turning himſelf to F»/eb:us ) the 
Anſwer, faid he, to your Quære, in my Opinion is ob- 
vious: God requires that Worſhip which correſponds 
to the natural Knowledge we have of him ; now Nature 
tells me, he is a Being Eternal, Independent, infinitely Wiſe, 
and i»finirely Holy, therefore God commands us to adore 
him under this Notion. 

Euſeb. You have brought the Controverſy to the very 
Point I deſired, and have utterly defeated your Friend's 
Syſtem : For if God muſt be adored as Eternal, Hrde- 
pendent, infinitely Wiſe, infinitely Holy, had I been at 
Reme in the Reign of Jupiter, Apollo, Mercury, &c 1 
could not have believed nor talked of God as the Ro- 


mans 
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an Omion, an Or, a Crocrdile, or a H,. popotamus; for 
theſe Creatures have no PerfeQio., that comes near 
thoſe noble Attributes of Eternity aud Independence. 

Saturn was Jupiter's Father, Juno his Siſter, ſo that 
their Nativity mult fall infinitely ſhort of Eternity; it's 
of a very freſh Date, of a late Edition, and younger 
than Time: They had a Father, and therefore are 
dependent ; ; their Sanctity keeps pace with their Eter- 
nity: Jupiter firſt welter d in his Father's Blood, and 
then uſurp'd his Kingdom; fo that he rather deferv'd 
to be flung into the T:bur with a Cock and a Serpent, 
than to be ſeated in the Capitol; and the Gemonie 
better ſuited with his Crimes, than an Altar. Juno was 
a Mit, even to her Brother, and as infamous for Scold- 


ing, as her Inceſt; ſhe deſerved at leaſt a Houfe of 1 


Correction for the firſt Crime, and a Ducking-ſtool for 
the ſecond. Mercury was a ack of all Trades; ſome- 
times he played the Pier, ſometimes the Sharper ; he 
turned Po/?-bsy upon Occaſions, and then Cut-purſe : 
And to ſhew the World he could ſtoop to the baleſt 
Crimes, as well as the meaneſt Employments, he ſets 
up for a Pimp, a Pander, and Procurer ; Apollo may be 
ſaid to be better than his Father, only becauſe he was not 
; wag ſo bad : His Amours were without Number, as 
ey were without Shame : The Heathen Theology ſeems 
to have drawn in this Perſon the Picture of a perfect 
Beau; for it allowed him ſome Wit, more Beauty, a 
World of Impudence, but no Conſcience. Theſe were 


Diæinities of the firlt Claſs, majorum Gentium, Gods of 


Quality and Figure, in fine, of the Upper-Houſe ; and 
yet Partiality itſelf would not have cleared them at any 
Bar: I except the Right of Ignoramus Furies, when 
Crimes found Mercy, and Innocence Halters. The Egys- 
tian Deities, Oh ris and Anubis, were of the ſame Stamp; 
they were neither better, nor, more ancient, than thoſe 
of Rome and Greece, 

New, Sir, if God commands us to worſhip him as 
an eternel and independent Being, we cannot clap in with 
a Roman, Grecian, or Egyptian Congregation ; nay, nor 
with any idolatrous one, that is, or ever was, in the 
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World: For they tell us, God is a Man, a Woman, a 
Snake, a Tree, a Crocodile, and a Red. Cloth; but it's 
evident theſe poor Creatures can claim no Right tn 
Eternity, much leſs to Independence ; therefore had I 
lived in theſe blind Ages, when Serpents crawl'd upon 
Altars, and Monſters invaded Temples, I could not 
proſtrate myſelf before them; I muſt have proteſted 
againſt the Impiety, and rather have fallen by the Ma- 
giltrate's Hand, than have paid Obedience to his Law. 
Again, God will be worſhipped as infinitely Holy ; how 
then can you fall proſtrate before an inceſtuous Jupiter, 
a thieving Mercury, a bloody Mars, a peeviſh Juno, or 
a proſtitute Venus? Such Crimes entertain no Commerce 
with Sanctity; their Place is Hell, not Heaven, and 
the Criminals rather deſerve Infamy and Tortures, than 
Adoration. Does he adore God as infinitely Holy, 
who acknowledges him guilty of Inceſt, Murder, Felony, 
andeven of thoſe Offences, that fright and ſtartle Nature ? 
That put to the Bluſh, not only the Modeſty of the 
Innocent, but alſo the very Impudence of the Guilty ? 
In fine, that infe&t Hell, and plague the Damned? 
Moreover, God requires to be honoured as a Being 
infinitely Wiſe; by what Rule therefore can you, with 
thoſe of Coromandel, ſay and believe he is an Ape? 
With the Romans, Grecians, and all the other idolatrous 
People of the World, he is a Mar, a Statue? or with 
the ſuperſtitious Egyptian, he is an Onion, a Wolf, a 
Crocodile ? Some of theſe fantaſtical Deities are even 
void of Senſe, much more of Reaſon; and the Men- 
divinities have left Poſterity no other Marks of their 
Reaſon but their Crimes : We know they had ſome 
Wit, by the enormous Abuſes of it; their Wiſdom had 
a ſmall Reach, it went no farther than to lay Snares 
for fond Boys, or for ſimple Girls : Secing therefore 
all the idolarrous Worſhip that was ever in the Word, 
ſince the Birth of Poſyzhci/n to this very Moment claſhes 
with thoſe Notions under which God will be adored, 
you can no more join with any idolatrous Congregation, 
than with its Crimes- It remains therefore, that God's 
Permiſſion is no more univerſal, than his C:mmand ; 
and though at firſt you were pleaſed to extend it to all 
Religions 
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Religions except two or three, you muſt now turn the I 
Tables, and exclude all but two or three. So that to 


conc'ude, that great Principle, ave muft conform to the 
Religions 75 thoſe Countries where wwe live, is not only falſe, 
but alſo ſcandalous to Extravagance. 

Ariov. You fanſy I am run aground, and that you 
have wounded my Principles beyond Recovery ; but 
ſtay, por have been upon the Ramble, and miſtaken 
your Way: You reaſon upon a falſe Bottom; for you 
ſuppoſe Heathens worſhipped Creatures, and paid 
Homage to Statues ; whereas moſt certainly they ador'd 
the true God under thoſe ſenſible Reſemblances ; nor 
can you reaſonably preſume they worſhipped Men, Sta- 
tues, or Beaſis, unleſs you ſuppoſe them Fools, to make 
them im pious, I might then with a ſafe Conſcience adore 
Jupiter, Apollo, and Venus at Rome, and would now 
(were I in the Indies) bend before Ram, or in Japan 
before Zacas ; for theſe viſible Objects are but dark 
Emblems, or different Names of God bl:fjed fir ever- 
more. Though therefore God commands me to adore 
him, as Eternal, Independent, infinitely Holy, and infinitely 
Wiſe, he has not determined under what Name; tho' 
we call him Jupiter, Mars, or Apollo, he ſcorns to for- 
malize ; if Ram, Zacas, or Amidas, he will not pet: 
A great Name adds not a Grain to his Perfections, nor 
can a vulgar Appellation diminiſh them. In fine, Rea- 
ſon teaches us his Nature, but his Name we learn 
from Cuſtom, and this will vary till you bring all 
Languages to their primitive Unity ; ſo that methinks 
you have all this while ſkirmiſh'd with a Shadow, or 
fenced with a Nothing: You have raiſed a ſottiſh Ido- 
latry in your Brain, merely to deſtroy it; but great 
Wits often miſtake the Queſtion, as well as great 
Blockheads : Like ill-bred Spaniels, they run at Check 
on a falſe Scent; fluſh their own Fancies for their Ad- 
verſaries Opinion, and cry Victory, when they have 
handſomely laſh'd their own Errors. 

Euſeb. Becauſe juſt now I put you in mind of ſome 
Miſtakes, and cenſured ſeverely a Vein of Shuffling 
that runs through all your Diſcourſe, you very fairly 
cruize for Repriſals, and would fain bring me in guily 
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« of the ſame Overſight I have legally proved upon 
o you. Believe me, Sir, I have not capered in the Air: 
„% I aimed at your Principle, and have hit it; and you 
e, are ſenſible enough I am come up to the very Point in 
debate, and ſo ſtart a new Queſtion, either to entangle 
u me, or to delude the Audience. But I intend not to 
it XZ wade far in this Controverſy, whether the Pagans adored 
n XZ he true God under the Shape of Jupiter, Apollo, &c. 
nw Dr. $:i/7in. maintained they did, bur all impartial Men 
d = with'd he had employ'd his Talents on a more defenſible 
d Subject; for certainly his Reputation ſuffered in the 
r Enterprize, and he had ſhew'd more Judgment in 
:- *F ſtepping over ſo nice a Point, than he did Wit in treat- 
ze ing it ſo little to the Purpoſe. 
re = However, becauſe you have flung this Difficulty in 
w my Way, I muſt take ſome Notice of it: Not that 
n the Iflue of our preſent Diſpute depends on the Deci- 
k ſion of this Queſtion; but becauſe I am reſolved to 
give you full Satisfaction, I ſay then, That the Heathens 
re did not adore the true God, under the Name of Jupiter, 
ly Mars, Apollo, &c. and this is ſo manifeſt a Truth, 
“ that a Man muſt ſhut his Eyes to overlogk it: Dii non 
r- = fucrunt ab æterno, fed ita eorum quiſquis natus oft ut nos 
t: naſcimur. Your God's (ſays Hthinagoras to the Gentiles) 
rare not eternal, they were all born as we are: And Min, 
a- 7 Felix laughs at the Pagans for adoring thoſe as Gods, 
n who were born and died like Men: Manifc//um e ho- 
Jl FF mines illos fuiſſe, guos & natos legimus, & mortuos ſcimus. 
s St. Cyprian de Idol. Yan. proves they were not Gods, 
or becauſe they have been Kings. Deos non fe, quos colit 
0 X# Fulgus hinc notum eft : Reges enim fuerunt: And when 
at ſome Gentiles (to elude thoſe Chriſtian Arguments 
at they could not anſwer) had the Impudence to deny they 
k worſhipped any Man, Arnobins confutes their wretched 
1. Evaſion, and proves home upon them, they really 


ve adore Men, though they bluſh'd to own the Folly, 


Lib. 11. cont. Gent. Vos hominem nullum colitis ® Non unum 


1e vel alium? Noun innumeros alios? Quin imo non omnes, 
g Jet in Templis weſtris mortalium ſuſtuliſtis ex numero, & 
ly cal ſideritu/gue donaſtis? Et infra jam profecto diſcetis 
ty  quibus finguli patribus, quibus matribus fucrint f rocreati; 
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gua in regione nati, qua gente, que fecerint, egerint, per- 
tulerint. But to put an End to the Controverſy, take 
a Turn to the Capitol, and you will ſee what Opinion 
the Pagans had of Jupiter, qui ejus nutricem in Cafi- 
toli poſuerumt, who placed his very Nurſe, Wife, Siſter, 
and Daughter in this auguſt Temple. I might here 


bring a Cloud of Witneſſes, who lived and converſed 


with Heathens, who ſtudied their profane Theology to 
confute it ; who were Men of Learning and Probity, 
and never calumniated an Adverſary to oppreſs him : 
But what I have ſaid ſuffices te convince a rational 
Man, that the Pagans adore Creatures, not the Creator, 
under borrowed Names as you pretend. 

Ariev. Indeed the Vulgar might poſſibly miſtake the 
Fables of Homer for Articles of Religion, and model 


their Faith by Ballads : they might divide God into 


Sex, and worſhip Men and Women before Statues their 
Repreſentatives? but you muſt grant this groſs Im- 
Piety concern'd only the Rabble, the Philoſophers and 
leading Men were above ſuch an Abſurdity. 

Euſeb. No doubt the Philoſophers condemned in their 
Hearts thoſe very Deities they adored ; but their Prac- 
tice varied from their Judgment ; and though they were 
Theiſts in the Schools, they were Polytheiſts in the 
Temples. God was not worſhipped according to the 
Ideas of Philoſophers, but of Poets. Qi /ibi wult i//a 
uon poetica fed inimica plane Varietas, Deos ſecundum Phi- 
loſophos in libris qurerere, ſecundum Poetas in templis adorare, 
Aug. Lib. 2. di Conſen. Evan. Cap. 23. And if you doubt 
of this, I muſt defire you once more in St. Auſtin's Name 
to enter into the Capitol; this was the Seat of Jupiter, 
O. M. id ,, of Rome's ſupreme God. Here you will 
find Amalthea a Goat, who nurſed this Deity, his Siſter, 
Wife, and Daughter; evident Arguments the Roman 
thought he was a Man to whom they paid ſupreme 
Honour : For if they thought he was eternal, why 
gave they him a Nurſe? If independent, why did they 
confeſs he owed his Preſervation to Goat's Milk ? And 
then, if he were not a Man, what did he with a Wife? 
Or how came he by a Daughter? Do not tell me 


theſe are poetical Inventions; I know they are: But 
theſe 
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theſe Fables were expoſed by the heathen Divines, and 
culled out of Poems to piece up Religion; they were 
abſurd, it's true, yet believed by ſome, and revererced 
by all. In fine, if Poets invented them, the Prieſts a- 
doj.ted them; they were conveyed from the Stage to 
the Temple by Blindneſs and Superſtition, and what 
Men laughed at in one place, they adored in the other. 
Nunquid 2 Capitolia Romanorum opera ſunt Poetarum ? 
Auguſt, Lib. 6. de Civ. Dei. 

But if we ſuppoſe againſt Scripture, againft the Au- 
thority of Pagans * 2 and the concurrent Teſti- 
monies of Ages, that the Heathens did adore the ſu- 
preme God Lleſd for evermsye ; this will not better your 
Cauſe, nor prejudice mine: For ſtill it's as clear as 
plain Fact can make a Thing, that when they wor- 
ihipped him under the Shape of Jupiter, they clapped 
upon his infinite Sanctity Rapes and Ydulteries; they 
impeached him of Robberies under the Notion of Mer- 
cury, of Cruelty under that of Mars, Sc. Nay, they 
ſtripped him of all Wiſdom under the Figures of Beaſts, 
and even of Senſe under thoſe of Onions, Fire, and 
Water. If therefore we are obliged to adore God as a 
Being Eternal, Independent, infinitely Holy, and infinitely 
Wiſe ; you could not believe nor worſhip God, as the 
old Heathens did, nor can you go over to any Pagan 
Society that now is, either in the Eaſt or Wef-Indtes : 
For though they do worſhip the true and inviſible God, 
under viſible and material Images, yet they charge him 
with a thouſand Impertinencies, deſtructive to thoſe 
Notions under which he commands Worſhip. So that 
we muſt reform your Tee, and daſh out of the uni- 
verſal Permiſſion, not only two or three, but two or 
three thouſand Religions eſtabliſhed in the World by 
Cuſtom, and maintained by all the Supports of Force 
and Authority : .For they outrage Nature, and burleſque 
God's moſt ſacred Attributes ; they rifle his Majeſty. 
entrench upon his Wiſdom, aſperſe his Sanctity, and 
turn his very Being into Farce and Raillery. 

Ariowiſtus was at a Nonplus, and his Concern flew to 
his Face: Nay, his uſual Confidence withdrew, and 
even Raillery, that laſt Defence of Libertines, I 
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him; ſo that he made a Figure worthy of Laughter 
and Compaſſion: At laſt he reſolved to gain Time for 
Reflection, and therefore addreſſing himſelf to the La- 
dy; Madam, ſaid he, I have almoſt talked myſelf out 
of Breath, an Hour's Reſpite will not be unſeaſonable ; 
with your leave, we will put off the Concluſion till the 
Evening. bs 

Upon Condition, anſwered the Lady, you'll return to 
the Conference, or condemn your Principle. 

Ariow. I will be bound for my Appearance, or if you 
aſk better Security, my Friend, J preſume, will give 
in Bail for my forth-coming : Then turning himſelf to 
Euſebius; we are, continued he, in the Pit, and muſt 
fight it out: There is no place left for Retreat. Leav- 
ing the Company, he walked into the Garden, rather 
to conceal his Chagrir, than to take the Air: And in- 
deed I wonder not at his Concern ; for it is obſerved, 
that though Libertines hate Conſcience, they are fond 
of Honour ; they are Creatures made up of Pride and 
Arrogance, and therefore neither know how to bear an 
Advantage with Moderation, nor a Diſappointment with 
Patience. 

When he was gone, I am ſurprized, ſaid the Lady, 
at the Gentleman's Confidence; ſurely his Aſſurance 
weighs more than his Judgment; why elſe will he 
bring his Cauſe to another Hearing ? I love not to 
laugh at another Man's Misfortune, nor to draw Plea- 
ſure from his Confuſion : But, methinks, I cannot be 
ſorry to ſee __— puniſhed in its grand Protector: 
Humiliations work more on a Libertine's Underſtand- 
ing, than Demonſtration; and thoſe that cannot be 
argued out of looſe Principles, are ſometimes ſhamed 
out of them. . 

Were the Virtue of Ariovifius equal to his Wit, ſaid 
his Friend, nothing can be more accompliſhed than he; 
but I muſt own, his Morals are bad, and his Princi— 
ples worſe : He laughs at the Difference between 
Good and Evil; and I have heard him ſay, No Sin is 
Blacker, than the very thinking there is any; nay, he de- 
fines Sin, a thing that ſeme live by inveighing againſt, and 
others by practiſing. And hence it is, that he not ws 
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makes a Practice, but a Boaſt of Sin, and defends it 
with as much Greedineſs as he commits it. 
Euſeb. But, Sir, though ſuch Men carry off the Re- 
tation of Wit, they have too little of the Man, to 
be the Standard of Mankind; we are not, God be 
thanked, Fools enough to take Scoffs for Arguments, 
nor Raillery for Reaſon: He is a great Ignoramus, who 
knows not that it is eaſier to ſport with Virtue, than 
to practiſe it; indeed, if Arioviſtus could jeſt Sin into 
Nething, his Mirth would not be unreaſonable; but the 
wild Humour of a Debauchee, cannot work upon the 
Nature of Things: Wit may dive into Eſſences, but not 
tranſmute them. However, I hope to reaſon the Gen- 
tleman out of Conceit both of his Wit and Religion, 
and to perſuade him that thoſe are Fools who ſport. 
themſelves into Hell; and that none more certainly 
do fo, than thoſe who make a jeſt of Sin, and a Pa- 
geant of Religion: For though a Man who dares defy 
God, and look Damnation in the Face, may be witty, 
I am ſure he is ſuperlatively fooliſh. Eudoxus was no 
leſs mortified than Ariowviſ/us. He was not indeed con- 
cerned at his Diſgrace; no, he rather felt Symptoms 
of Indignation than of Pity; and wiſhed he had de- 
fended his Po with greater Bravery, or rendered it 
with more Ignominy : For having been deluded by 
Arioviſlus, he thought the Weakneſs of his Defence 
would glance upon his own Reputation, and that the 
World would tax him of Levity or Simplicity, for em- 
bracing Latitudinariani/m upon ſo weak Grounds. One 
would ſwear, ſaid he in a Paſſion, theſe Men by their 
Talk had engrofied all the Wit of the Nation, as well 
as the Vices ;- yet bring them to the Touchſtone, and 
be ho find nothing but Droſs; they argue as ill as they 
clieve, and are as great Strangers to Reaſon, as to Vir- 
tue ; they diſpute no more methodically than they live, 
and are as weak in Principle, as violent in Paſſion. 
Eudoxus was going on, when Dinner put an end to his 
Invective. Arioviſius had not walked away his Reſent- 
ment, he brought it to Table, and even diſcovered it 
by endeavouring to conceal it : He run up Pleaſantry 


to AﬀeCtation, and made himſelf ridiculous not to ap- 
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pear in a Paſſion: So that the Lady told him with a 
Smile, He was merry out of Vexation ; but Arioviſtus let 
the Compliment fall, thinking it the beſt way to con- 
nive at a petty Affront he durſt not revenge, and ſo 
they entered upon a Converſation of indifferent Sub- 
jects. 1 


DIALOGUE XII. 


Arioviſtus is forced to confeſs, that one only Religion 
is ſaving. 


T HE Lady invited the Company into the Garden 
- after Dinner: She was impatient to ſee the Iſſue 
of the Diſpute, which ſhe hoped would prove diſadvan- 
tageous to 4rioviſius: Nay, the Morning Succeſs had 
not only allayed her Fears, but even given her an Aſ- 
ſurance, that Truth would triumph over Falſity, and 
Religion over Impiety ; beſides, fhe flattered herſelf, 
her Son would profit by Ariomiſlus's Misfortune, and de- 
{ert thoſe Tenets his Maſter was not able to defend; 
for he was diſſatisfied with the Morning's Performance, 
and the Abilities of 4riow:///us came not up to his Ex- 
pectation: He ſaw him always upon the Retreat, and 
that he rather ſhuffled than argued ; he ſcarce durſt 
look an Argument in the Face, and though he ſome- 
times fenced off Blows, he never gave any: In fine, 
he turned ſhort upon himſelf, and generally confuted 
one Reply by the Contrariety of the other; ſo that Eu- 
doxus ſuſpected the Cauſe of Ariowiſlus was no better than 
the Defence of. it, and that he pleaded it, becauſe it 
was deſtitute of Reaſon. 

After a Turn or two in the Garden, the Lady lead- 
ing the Company into an Arbor, methinks, ſaid ſhe to 
Arioviſtus, this Place was made for Converſation; we 
have both Time and Convenience to give a- ſecond 
Hearing: You are I am ſure a Gentleman of your 
Word. 


Ariov. 
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Ariov. Madam, I deſire nothing more: Let us then, 
continued he, turning himſelf to Euſebius, begin where 
we broke off this Morning: Be pleaſed, Sir, to remem- 
ber, I caſt before you a * of thoſe Religions that 
are A. la- mode among our young Town-ſparks. Some are 
ſo amazingly irreligious, as to turn Religion into a Trick 
of State; they ſay it is a Slave to Government, and can- 
not oblige till it paſſes into Law, but then it's binding, 
though ne ver ſo execrable. 

Others retrench from this Command, thoſe Religions 
that welter in Blood, and flame with Proſtitution; ſuch 
Religions, they ſay, are framed from Cyclops, and cal- 
culated for Sodom and Gomorrah: A Man muſt turn a 
Lion, or Baboon, to practiſe the Duties of ſuch 
Churches, and a Devil to command them ; wherefore 
they ſtigmatize the Believers of ſuch ſcandalous Tenets, 
and throw both the Credenda and Agenda out of the Pale 
of God's Permiſſion: But then, a few excepted, all 
others, they ſay, are allowed of; a good Intention rec- 
tifies their Errors, and even compounds for Idolatry 
itſelf; it perſuades God to wink at Impiety, and to 
take Aﬀront for Veneration. 'This is, no doubt, to 
treſpaſs upon his Goodneſs, to make bold with his 
Greatneſs, and to treat his Majeſty with Scorn and 
Contempt. 

The Company ſmiled, and admired no leſs the Gen- 
tleman's Confidence, than the Contrivance ; by this lit- 
tle Artifice, he very handſomely heaved the Shame of 
the Defeat from himſelf to thoſe young Sparks, whoſe 
Perſugfion he pretended to defend: But the Impoſture 
lay too open to trepan the Company, for he diſputed 
not as Second, Bur as Principal; and pleaded his own 
Cauſe, not others: But thoſe Men are above the 
Niceties of Honour, or Puncli!io's of Conſcience. | 

Euſebius knew not well how to model his Counte- 
nance, he was both tem; ted to laugh, and to frown ; 
for the Turn was witty, though impudent. At laſt, 
Sir, ſaid he to 4riovi/ius, I thought you had undertaken 
the Defence of your own Religion, not of John an 
Oates; 1 love pot to encounter Repreſentatives, nor to 
eagage with Corporations by Proxy, However, I am 
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you have changed Sides, and left the P%⁵ of an Aavo- 
cate for that ot an Accuſer; we have at laſt made ſome 
Progreſs : For now it is agreed on, that in ſpite of Mr. 
Fiobbs and his Proſelytes, the Laws of Common-wealth 
muſt not be the Standard of our Faith; that God per- 
mits not, much leſs commands us, to convene with 
thoſe Congregations in Religion, that countenance Im- 
pieties; in fine, that Idolatry invades God's Right, 
ſtrikes at his Prerogative, and draws upon his very 
Perſon : So that in Concluſion, tlioſe Religions that are 
permitted, take up but little room, and may be caſt up 
without the help of Arithmeiic: Now, Sir, favour us 
with a Draught of your Tenets. 

4ricv. With all my Heart, I neither b'uſh to acknow- 
ledge my Religion, nor fear to defend it: It is upright 
In its Principles, and reaſonable in the Application: 
It is fitted for all Capacities : The Pe:ſaut comprehends 
it, and the Philoſopher admires it: In a Word, my 
Religion is, what Men call Natural: It is of the ſame 
Date with our Nature, and came into the World with 
Adam: God printed every Article of it in our Hearts, 
before the Invention of the Pre, and it is propagated 
by Generation : We carry our Goſpel and Prophecies 
within us, which can neither be corrupted by Malice, 
Ignorance, or Inadvertency. Our Creed is plain, and 
our Decalogue ſhort, but comprehenſive. Ve believe a 
God, maker of Heaven and Earth; a God that puniſhes 
Vice, and rewards Virtue ; he requires no Sacrifice but of 
our Hearts, no Reſpect, but Awe of his Grandeur, and O- 
bedience to his Commands; nor does his Law put any Pre- 
cept upon us but this, Do as you would be done by. 

This Religion is univerſal ; it is neither confined to 
Time, nor Place ; it takes in all Ages, and runs thro' 
all Climates; it obliges the moſt occult Nations of 
the World, together with the moſt polite ; and becauſe 
all know its Precepts, no Man is exempted from their 
Obedience: Yet it permits thoſe Rites and Ceremonies, 
though vain and fuperſtitious, which claſh not with the 
abovementioned Tenets ; But the very Moment a Re- 
ligion coins an Article, oppoſite to the Belief of a 
God, or contrary to the Attributes of his Sanctity, 
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Wiſdom, and Juſtice, or Mercy, when it refuſes to this 
all- powerful Being an Acknowledgment of Dependence, 
and withal reveries this great Law of Nature, ud 
ſili non vis fieri alleri ne feceris ; I ſay, the Moment a 
Religion falls into ſuch bare-faced Impieties, it be- 
comes ſ*:crijegious and abominable : And for this Rea- 
ſon, I extend God's Permiſſion to three only Religions, 
the Chri/tian, Tewwiſh, and Mahometan; tor theſe alone 
ſtand upon the Law of Nature; they inftil moſt excel- 
lent Principles, and regulate our Duty to God, and 
our Obligation to Men. 

E:/cb. Do you ſpeak your own Thoughts? I put the 
Queſtion for a Caution againſt Miſtakes, for we have 
played away the Morning at croſs Queſtions. 

Ariov. It is my Opinion, and will ſtand the molt ſe- 
vere Teſt of Reaſon; nothing material can poſſibly be 
brought againſt it. 

Euſeb. For all that, IJ hope to baniſh two of the 
three Religions out of the Permiſſion ; nay, and force 
you to confeſs, there are no more Religions than Gods. 
A Man, you ſay, may commence a Jew, when he 
has taken pet at Chriſtianity, and change Baptiſm for 
Circumciſion; and when he has taken a Surfeit of the 
Talmud, he may piouſly ſtrike off to Meccha, and truck 
the Pentateuch for the Alcoran. 

Arich. He may. 

Eyjeb. With a ſafe Conſcience, therefore, in England 


we may believe Ci is the true Maſſias, born of a Vir- 


gin, true God, and true Man, who died for our Sins, 
an] was butchered by our Malice; but when we have 
given up our Names to a Rabbin, and are adopted 
into one of the Tribes, we may change Language, 
and as ſafely proteſt the Me/ias is yet to come; that 
Chriſt is a mere Man, nothing different from others, 
but that he was more criminal; that he died for his 
own Offences, not for ours; that Juſtice took him off, 
not Envy : We may believe theſe Tenets, and ſwear 
to the Truth of every Tittle. The Chriſtian engages 
God's Authority for the Truth of his Creed, the Jew 
takes the ſame Liberty ; yet one Side jars with the 
other. Here is a down- right Contradiction, nor can all 
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the Artifice of Logic, all the Power of the Almighty 
reconcile both Sides. If the Chriſtian be in the right, 
the Jew is in the wrong; and if Truth ſtands for the 
Jew, it muſt of neceſſity abandon the Chriſtian. 
Ariov. You have Reaſon, but becauſe I know not 
which Side Truth favours, I may join with either. 

Euſeb. Suppoſing your Pretenſions grounded, you can- 
not take both Sides; for though you are ignorant with 
which Party Truth fides, you are ſure it can't ſtand for 
both: So that though in your Hypotheſis you may ei- 
ther be Jew or Chriſtian, you can't be both ſucceſſively: 
If you ſwear to the Chriſtian Symbol To-day, and to 
the Jewiſh To- morrow, you are perjured beyond all 
peradventure; for you know the Tenets of theſe two 
Churches don't nick like Tallies. 

Put this is not all, continued Ziſebius, if God per- 
mits me to take up with the Brethren of the Circum- 
ciſion, he permits me to refuſe Worſhip to Jeſus Chri}t ; 
nay, to blaſpheme him: If I may turn off te the Chri- 
ſtians, he permits me to adore him. Now either he is 
God, or he is not: If the Second, I muſt not adore 
him, for though God be Maſter of his Favours, he is 
not of his Honour; he can't make this over to any 
Creature by a Deed of Gift, or Conveyance; though 
he be eternal, like a A797, he can't alienate the Ti- 
tle : But again, if Chriſt be God, certainly he * 
Adoration as an indiſpenſable Duty, and if we fail to 
diſcharge eurſelves of the Obligation, God will not fail 
to puniſh our Neglect. 

Joreover, God can't, you ſay, permit thoſe Offences 
that Nature condemns; his Prerogative-royal reaches 
not ſo far: Now what can intrench more upon Nature, 
than to inveſt a Creature with the Title to a Worſhip 
which God alone can claim a Right to? Than to with- 
draw my Allegiance from the Creator of all Things, and 
bow to my Fellow-creature ? Yet God permits Chri- 
ſtianity on the one ſide, and on the other it is flat Ido- 
latry to adore Chriſt if he be only Man; therefore 
if Chriſt be only Man, God permits Idolatry; 14 
A, a Sin of the higheſt Malice againſt the very firit 
Frir.c'pie of Nature: It is then as evident that one 


of theſe Religions is forbid, as that one is mere 
Practice 
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practice and Impoſture ; and it is as wanifeſt, that one 

is Practice and Impoſture, as that both Members of a 
Contradiction can't poſſibly be true. | | 

Ariov. Were I ſure that Chriſt was God, I ſhould 

a lie under an indiſpenſible Obligation of adoring him; 1 

; muſt then adhere to Chriſtianity, and if Occaſion re- 

; quired, ſign my Faith with my Blood: And were I 

ſure he was Man alone, I ought to wheel of from the 

Church to a Synagogue, and exchange the Goſpel for the 

Talmud: But J am in the Dark, I rove in Obicurity, and 

cannot determine for which Religion Truth ſtands: In 

this Uncertainty God permits me to ciap in with either; 


my Ignorance juſtifies his Permiſſion, and my Choice; 
and though by refuſing to adore Chriſt I may not do 
him Right, Ignorance hinders me from doing him 
Wrong : Thus though the Jews deprive him of his 
Due, if he be God, and the Chriſtians give him more 
TE than his Due, if he be not; yet their Sin can be only 
ü material, that is without Malice, and conſequently 
without Offence ; ſeeing neither. Religion is impious | 
in its Worſhip, and both excellent in their Precepts of 
Morality, it's clear we may follow either. 
Eyſeb. Never did Men talk more of Religion than | 
we, and never had Mendefs. To level Judaiſm with 1 
Chriſtianity, even in a Chriſtian, nay, a reform'd 
Chriſtian, is one of the moſt monſtrous Attempts that | 
3 ever I heard of: The very Thovght of ſo bold a | 
] Blaſphemy almoſt caſts me into an Agony, and makes 
me ſweat with Diſguſt : This is to rail a Croſs for our 
8 bleſſed Redecmer in Chriſtendom, as the Fews did in | 
3 Jeruſalem, to play upon his Goodneſs, to revile his | 
, Greatneſs, and to ſalute him with a Craciſge: But what | 
D will not Men do to ſupport a dying Cauſe, who have | 
d 
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nothing left, but / and Forehead? Your Religion, | 
Sir, is not calculated up for 1700, but for 1642, or | 
thereabouts, when the Ten Commandments were only au- ö 


e D 4 ſtian 


- thentic during Pleaſure, when the four Zwangelifts were 4 
e upon their Behaviour, with a guamdiu ſe bene geſſcrint, and | 
4 a nemine contradicente, not the Bible, govern'd the Pulpit: 

it In fine, your very Defence of Religion ſtrikes at Re- | 
(= ligion, and whilſt you approve cither, you fairly con- ö 
e demn both; for you pretend both the Jewiſn and Chri- | 
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ſtian Religion are permitted, becauſe you doubt of 
both, and know not on which fide Truth ſtands: Now 
ſuppoſing you are in ſuch Circumſtances, it's evident 
you can't in Conſcience embrace either; for which 
Side ſoever you take, you fear you are in the wrong: 
Now whoſoever ſquares his Actions by a dubious Dicta- 
men of Conſcience, is certainly guilty of a formal Sin, 
though otherwiſe the Objects are not only /awf4/, but 
laudable. This is an unqueſtionable Principle in Mo- 
rals, and can only be denied by thoſe who make no 
Difference between G and Evil. If therefore you 
adore Chriſt with the Chriſtian, and at the ſame time 
doubt of his Divinity, you offend God in the very Act 
of Worſhip: You are a kind of a Pagan, though no 
Idolater. On the other Side, if you blaſpheme him 
with the Jew, if you ſtrip him of his Divine Nature, if 
you herd him with the accurſed Crew of Hypocrites, 
and Impoſtors, and at the ſame time ſuſpe& he is more 
than a Man, though the Doubt may perchance diminiſh 
the Sin, it cannot poſſibly excuſe it. 

Aricy. This is pretty. Muſt I then, like old Era/- 
aus, dangle in the Air between both Churches? Or if 
I doubt of all Religions, muſt I profeis none ? Cer- 
tainly, Sir,' you miſtake your Errand : Whilſt you pull 
down Latitudinarianiſm, you very fairly ſet up Atheiſm ; 
and leſt all Religions ſhould be ſaving, you diſallow of all. 
I would ſet out at Jordan, and take my Frogreſs from 
one Religion to another, I would let any Man write 
upon me Turk, Jew, Anabaptift, Preſbyterian, Independent, 
or what Perſuaſion you pleaſe, rather than an 42herft, 
In fine, it's more orthodox to profeſs any Religion 
taan none. - 

Euſcb. Under Favour, I would no more perſuade 
you to condemn all Religions than to approve all. I 
knew there is a true Religion, and I am ſure there is 
but one. Nay, J am confident, that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion carries fo many viſible Marks of divine Revela- 
tion about jt, that a Man who will bring Things to a 
ſober Examen, mutt confeſs it came from Heaven, 
and that he who turns Chriſtianity into a Fable, or 


the Doctrite of the Bible into Illuſion, deſerves either 
| to 
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to be begged for a Fool, or to be ſtigmatized for a 
Blaſphemer. But if you waver wita Doubts, and 
fluctuate between the Synagogue and the Church, with- 
out being able certainly to determine in which Truth 1s 
preach'd, in which Impoſture ; rouze up your Reaſon, 
bring both to the Bar, hear their Pretenſions, examine 
the Motives of Credibility, and, in fine, ſum up the 
Evidence, and if you do this impartially, you'll ſoon 
either be a Madman, or a Chriſtian. 

Arisv. But if after I have heard the Witneſſes, and 
weighed the Evidence on both Sides with Delibera- 
tion, Maturity and Impartiality ; if, I ſay, after theſe 
ceremonial Preliminaries, I remain ambigious, muſt L 
neither convene with the Jew, nor the Chriſtian ? 

Euſeb. With neither, if this ſtrange Caſe ſhould hap- 
pen: I ſay, ſhould happen; for in reality it cannot, 
the Motives of Chriſtianity are ſo many, and ſo con- 
vincing, that unleſs we ſhut our Eyes, and hood-wink 
Reaſon, they'll force us to acknowledge, that if it be 
not evidently true, it's at leaſt evidently credible ; and 
when once you are come up to this Certainty,' then 
vou are obliged to declare for Chriſtianity, to believe its 
Tenets, and practiſe its Morals. 


Ariov. Though Chriſtianity compared with Judaiſm 


may ſeem crediole, perchance it may ſeem incredible, 
if compared with ſome other Religion, that has never 
appeared on our Horizon: For as there are Terre 
Incognitæ, unknown Regions, ſo there are undiſcover'd 
Religions. Muſt I therefore take my leave of O Eng- 
land, trudge to Sea, and encompals the World with 
Sir Francis Drake, before I pitch upon a Religion? Or, 
mult I at laſt rig out a Veſſel of Intelligence, and theu 
work upon thoſe Materials the Captain or Mate brings 
home? This is a Work both tedious and expenſive; 
nay, I may add, endleſs and fooliſh; and he that can 

erſuade himſelf God requires ſuch a puzzling and ſo 
impoſſible a Scrutiny, muſt confeſs the wiſe Maket of 
all Things intended rather to be laugh'd at by Men, 
than worſhipped. 


Euſeb. Keep at home, God neither commands you- 


to. ihip for Africa, or America, nor to run in queſt after 
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the Fables of the Brachmans, or the Superſtitions of the 
Bonzies, A Religion that is evidently credible in Eng- 
land, is ſo all the World over, with what Sect ſoever 
you compare it: For neither God's Goodneſs nor Wiſ- 
dom can permit a falſe Religion to be equally cre- 
dible with the true one; much leſs can he permit it 
to be more credible, and leaſt of all, to be evidently 
credible : If therefore, after a ſober Examen, you find 
ſuch an Appearance of Truth in the Chriſtian Religion, 
that you cannot doubt of it without Imprudence and 
Raſhneſs, you may conclude, without comparing it 
with any other, that you are obliged to adhere to it, as 
revealed by God; and if you refuſe to believe his ſu- 
preme Veracity (when you cannot without a high Im- 
prudence doubt but he ſpeaks) you muſt expect to 
pay for the Contempt, by groaning eternally under the 
Weight of his Indignation : Daſh therefore out of the 


Patent one of theſe two Religions, and I counſel you, 


out of Reſpe@ to the Baptiſm you have received, and 
the Kingdom you live in, rather to give up Judaiſm 
than Chriſtianity; and after all, Sir, Circumciſion is 
Painful, and our Exg/ Conſtitutions will not bear the 
Operation. 

Arixy. Take your Courſe, we have been upon Duty 
a great while, and I am willing to come to an Agree- 
ment upon any Terms, | 

Euſeb. To an End, you mean, of the Diſpute ; for 
we can no more agree than Light and Darkneſs, than 
Truth and Falſhood, than Libertiniſm and Religion. 
The preſent Queſtion is, whether a Man may in Con- 
ſcience conform to the Alcoran in Conſtantinople, and to 
the Goſpel in Chrifendom. Pray what Opinion have 
you of the Alcoran? Was it compiled by divine Inſpira- 
tion, or Impoſture? By a Prophet, or a Cheat? By 
the Impulfe of the Holy Ghoſt, or the Suggeſtion of 
Lewdneſs and Ambition ? 

Ariov. Every Tittle breathes Nonſenſe, Impiety, or 
Blaſphemy : It puts almoſt the very Alphabet out of 
Countenance, and infets the Paper it's writ on. A 
Man muſt commence Fool, before he can impoſe == 
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his Reaſon thoſe Forgeries for Revelations ; and turn 
Beaſt to practiſe the Morals. | 

Eu/eb. Enough: Why ſo much Heat, ſo much Invective 
againſt a Religion that comes within the Verge of Per- 
miſſion? If 3 it deſerves Reſpect; if not, Why 
do you defend it? It's ridiculous to — the Alcoran, 
and canonize the Doctrine; to cenſure Mahomet, and 
approve Mahometiſm. 

But pray, Sir, if the Alcoran favours Lewdneſs, and 
lets looſe Senſuality ; if it draws upon Modeſty, and 
tilts at Reaſon; if it gorges with Impiety, and ſmells of 
Blaſphemy ; how can you put on the Turban, and 


herd with the Mu//u/man? For when you jump over 


the Pale of Chriſtianity, and give up your Name to 


the Cady, or Muyfty, you muſt take up for Truths thoſe 


Fables you now brand, with Forgery and Impoſture ; 
you muſt change the Key to another Tune; you muſt 
revere at Conſtantinople what you laugh at in London, and 
bow to what you ridicule ; you muſt ſay and believe 
Untruths is the Language of Heaven, Blaſphemy the 
Dictates of the Holy Ghoft;; Murders, Lewdneſs, and 
Rapines, the Commands of a meek, holy, and juſt 
Deity ; for the Turks take all the Alcoran for Revela- 
tion and Precept: Now to ſay God has revealed ſome 
Things that claſh with Truth, others that check Rea- 
ſon, and others again that overſhoot Extravagance ; 
that he commands ſome Things that diſcountenance 
Virtue, and encourage Libertiniſm, is to ſtrike at all 
his Attributes, and to make at his very Perſon; it's to 
frame a more vile Idea of his Divinity, than the very 
Laplander; for theirs is only ridiculous, whilft yours is 
ſacrilegious and execrable. 

Ariov. Were I at Conſtantinople, I would ſpeak like 
the Many, and do like a Muſſulman; but then in my 
Cloſet I would laugh at their Folly, and pity their Blind- 
neſs: Though my Tongue conform'd to the eftabliſh'd. 
Religion, my Heart ſhould be a Recuſant. This ſhould 
adore God in Spirit and ia Truth, though my Tongue 
and ourward Man worſhipped him with Bla{phemies, 
and ſerved him in Senſuality: All exterior Actions 
are to be rated by the interior, this is their proper 

Standard; 
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Standard ; if the Intention be Sterling, they cannot 
polibly be Counterfeit. 

Eujeb. Ho! we are juſt where we ſet out: Now all 
Religions are permitted again. 

Ariow, Why ſo? | 

Z£uſeb. If the Intention can ſanctify Hypocriſy, and the 
moſt outrageous Blaſphemies, why may it not convey 
Piety into Murders; and Holineſs into the impure Sat- 
baths of Venus and Priapus * Why can't it blanch over 
the Horror'of the Mexicans human Sacrifices, or the 
Cruelty of the Punic burning Statues of Saturn! You 
may, you ſay, at Confiantinople, expole Chriſtianity to 
the Scorn and Petulency of Infidels, give up the Bille 
to Turks and Barbarians, impeach Chriſtians of Apoſtacy, 
and make Impudence and Inſpiration ſpeak the ſame 
Language: If a good Intention can juſtify at Conſtanti- 
nople ſuch a Catalogue of black Impieties, why may it 
not authorize leſs Crimes in other Places ? Return 
boldly to your firſt Theis; exclude no Religion out of 
the Act of Indulgence; place Virtue and Vice on the 
{ame Level; pull down the Boundaries between Good 
and Evil; 12 off the Reſtraint of Conſcience, and 
blend Men and Beaſts into one Species. Come, Sir, 
pluck up a good Heart; caſt the Die, and paſs the 
Rubicon of Honour and Conſcience, our Diſpute will 
otherwiſe be at an End; for we have caſt out the Tal- 
nu as Apocryphal ; you have diſcarded the Alcoran; ſo 
that the Goſpel only ſtands untouched, and God's Per- 
miſlion is confin'd to Chriſtianity alone. 

Arioviſius found himſelf in the Toil, and knew not 
which way to unhamper himſelf; his Concern flew to 
his Face, and every Poſture betrayed an extreme Paſſion ; 
he ſeem'd to brood ſome deſperate Reſolution, and only 
wanted Boldneſs to execute it: After a ſhort Strife be- 
tu cen Shame and Revenge, I perceive, ſaid he to Eu- 
fetius, you take Advantage of my Condeſcenſion, and 
even turn my Civility againſt me; you manage a Fa- 


vour ſo ungentecly, that I ſhall ſtand off in Caution 


and Reſervedneſs for the future, 
Euſeb. Explain your Meaning. I ſuppoſe in Diſputes 
Reaſon muſt take place of Ceremony, and that a. Man 
may 
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may preſs an Argument home without treſpaſſing upon 
good Breeding ; to be plain, I am more beholden to 
my Arguments than to your Liberality ; you have con- 
deſcended to me, as Bouflers did to King Wi/ham, when 
he could hold out no longer. In a Word, I have 
not courted, but ſtormed you into thoſe Conceſſions 
vou bluſh at. 

Ariov., Hold there; I laid the Alcoran at your Mercy 
without Neceflity, and attack'd it of Impoſture, Fa- 
lacy, and Blaſphemy, out of an Exceſs of Good- 
nature and Complaiſance. 

Euſeb. Out of Good-nature and Complaiſance ? 

Ariov. Yes, for among Friends it earries an Air of 
Truth, and the unlimited Extent of that Perſuaſion 
pleads home for the Divinity of its Author. 

Euſeb. Ho ! ho! we have Turks in England: I thought 
the Ottoman Religion reached no farther than the Oz- 
toman Sword; but I perceive it has ſwam"over into our 
Iſland. Pray, continued he with a Smile, what is your 
Turtiſb Appellation? Solyman, or 4chmet ? But Raillery 
apart; had I been upon the Pinch, I would have dropt 
the Turk, and kept the Chriſtian : For a Chriſtian Turk is 
a frank Atheiſt once removed, and though he makes 
Profeſſion of a God, and of a Religion, moſt Men con- 
clude he believes neither. Indeed. by this unexpected 
Declaration, you have diſappointed me; I intended to 
prove, that one only Religion was ſaving, and that all 
others were caſt out of the Ad for Toleration : But you 
have made clever Work of it, and diſcarded all Reli- 
gions, nay, and I fanſy Salvation too. 

Ariov. With Permiſſion, Sir, though I approve the 
Alcoran, I may reverence the Goſpel! : And though I 
unlock Heaven's-gate to Muſ/ulmans, why muſt I ſhut it 
upon Chriſtians ? 

Euſeb. Why? One runs quite counter to the other, 
even in the moſt eſſential Points, both of Belief and 
Practice. Chriſtian Religion tells us, Chriſt is God; 
the Mahometan, that he is not: That commands us 
to adore him, this forbids us. Now, Sir, if Fruth 
favours the Turks, Chriſt is a mere Creature, and by 
conſequence all Creatures are downright 1 : If 
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therefore God will be adored as a Being Zternal, infinite- 
Iy Wife, and infinitely Holy, it's evident, you (who diſ- 
cover Truth on every Tittle of the Alcoran) cannot, 


with a ſafe Conſcience, profeſs Chriſtianity; for that 


great Oracle tells us, Chriſt is a Creature, and therefore 
ſo ſoon as you commence Chriſtian, you pay divine Ho- 
nour to a Man, known and acknowledged ſuch : Now 
to adore God, as a Man, is not to worſhip him as a 
Being Eternal, infinitely Wiſe, and infinitely Holy ; and 
to adore a Man, as God, 1s to ſtrip the Almighty of all 
his Prerogatives, to rifle the Sanctuary, and to lay 
the conſecrated Treaſures at the Feet of a Creature : 
Here is a flat Idolatry on the one Hand, and a Mon- 
ter compoſed of Idolatry and Sacrilege on the other. 
So that to ſum up the Evidence, if Turciſm be a true 
and allow'd Religion, Chriſtianity is not; and ſo my 
Theſis is proved, that one Religion alone is ſaving : 
Which glorious Quality, to the Shame of Ladin. 
narianiſm, and the Scandal of Reaſon, you clap on 
Mahometiſm. 

The Lady, overjoy'd at the Defeat of Arioviſtus, was 
not Miſtreſs of her Tranſport: Theſe Gentlemen, ſaid 
ſhe, are for enſuring Cauſes, and never ſpeak under 
Demonſtration : Then turning to him, Sir, continued 
ſhe, I pity your Malice, but I am glad of your Over- 
throw ; you have been more at Variance with yourſelf, 
than your Adverſary, and ſeldom recall'd one Abſurdity, 


without advancing a greater; but at length, in defiance + 


of Senſe and Reaſon, you have out-ſhot Extravagance 
itſelf, and ſealed a Million of Impertinences with a 
daring Blaſphemy : For you have raiſed up Mahometi/: 
upon the Ruins of Chriſtianity, and ſunk our bleſſed 
Saviour into an Impoſtor, to ſwell Mabomet into a Pro- 
phet. I counſel you to ſhip for Aa in our Smyrna Fleet, 
for our Engliſs Climate is mortal to a Tu ki Conſtitu- 
tion; theſe Animals can no more live here, than 
Toads or Spiders in /re/and':; Our Engliſb Charity em- 
braces all Men, beſides o << and Mufſulmans : 'T hoſe 
have too much Religion for a reform'd Nation, and 
theſe too little. | 
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This piquant Irony gall'd A4rioviſius to the quick; 
Patience 3 him, and Paſſion ran away with 
his Judgment: So that at length he broke through all 
the Bounds even of Reſpect and Reaſon. Madam, ſaid 
he, I perceive you are ſurpriſed at my Doctrine; out 
of Reſpe& to your Ladyſhip, I freely condemn the 


Alcoran as Practice and Impoſture ; but then give me 


leave to put the Goſpel in the Indice alſo: They were 


both hammer'd on the ſame Anvil; this to hag Men 


with Fears, the other to divert them with pleaſing Pro- 
ſpects of ſenſual Elyſums: We have been hob-goblin'd 
too long into Religion; but, God be thank'd, the 
Vizard 1s torn off, and the Cheat is unmaſk'd, and 
now we dare play with thoſe Monſters we once trembled 
at: We enter upon the Stage of this World like Beaſts, 
and make as inglorious an Exit ; our Lives and Souls 
ſmoke into Nothing : We were flung upon Earth, as 
the Leviathan was in the Deep to play ; ſeeing therefore 
our Days are few, it's Prudence to live apace ; Good and 
Evil are Words ad placitum, invented by ſome to impoſe 
on others, 

He was going on, when Euſebius put a Stop to his 
'mpudence. I Faſpetted, ſays he, you acted hitherto 
in Maſquerade; I am glad the Vizard is fallen off, and 
that the Monſter appears in its own Shape : Men of 
your Principles ſhould be coop'd up in Peſt-houſes, 
their very Breath ſhoots Contagion, and their Converſa- 
tion is mortal. Your Atheiſtical Club has made Reli- 
gion cheap, and Morality ſhameful: It has preach'd 
a conſiderable Part of the Nation out of Sobriety, and 
Principles too : It teaches young Gentlemen to ſwear 
and blaſpheme, before they know the Malice of the 
Sins; and then when Age opens their Eyes, they rather 
part with their Innocence, than their Prophaneneſs. 
Thus you eſpouſe 'em to Wickedneſs, before they are 
able to commit it: But the Miſery is, that thoſe who 
curſe God in their Youth, in good time will defy him ; 
and others who tranſgreſs the Decalogue at ten, wall 
laugh at it before twenty. Boldneſs grows upon us 
with Ape, and all the 'Terrors of Conſcience declines ; 
they faint under the Weight of reiterated Crimes, a 
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loſe their Emphaſis ; and then when once we have got 
out of the Reach of this importunate Cenſor, we ſhall 
ſwallow down your accurſed Principles, not only with- 
out Reluctance, but even with Pleaſure : We ſhall not 
only countenance Atheiſm, but profeſs it; and eaſily 
perſuade ourſelves we die like Beaſts, to live like 
them. 

I know you are no more able to defend your Morals, 
than your Faith; and I would rather detelt, than con- 
fute em, were I not acquainted with the Latitudina- 
rian Impudence: You vent ſuch hideous Tenets, that. 
they amaze Chriſtians, and rather raiſe their Indigna- 
tion, than call for a Confutation ; like Puddles, they 
cannot be ſtirred without Infection, and like Plague 
Sores, they endanger the Surgeon. —Now becauſe good 
Men ſometimes think it more expedient to confute 
thoſe Impieties with Silence, than Arguments, Liber- 
tines preſently raiſe a Trophy, they ing Pæana, and 
cry out Victory. To cut off this Retreat, I'll ſhew you 
in ſhort, that Virtue and Vice lie not barely in Opi- 
nion. 

And here I appeal to the Verdict of Mankind: 
Single me out one Man, whoſe Reputation did not ſuf- 
fer under the very Suſpicion of Vice; and if the bare 
Suſpicion of Evil has ſuch a degrading Quality in the 
Opinions of Men, Debauchery itſelf muſt have a greater: 
Human Nature has ſuch an Abhorrence of Sin, that it 
cannot value the Wicked equally to the Virtuous. I 
never yet heard of a Man, who ſeriouſly commended an- 
other for his Intemperance, or placed Lewdneſs amon 
his Titles of Honour : 'Though Sobriety, Chaſtity, us 
Juſtice are run down in Practice, they ſtand fair in our 
Eſteem, and no Man yet has attempted to diſgrace an 
Enemy, by lay ing thoſe Virtues to his Charge: In fine, 
it's impoſſible for a Man in his Wits to eſteem another 
leſs, becauſe he is good ; nay, in this degenerate Ape, 
nothing blaſts more a riſing Reputation, than the Im- 
putation of Wickedneſs; and even thoſe, who in a 
frantic Tranſport applaud a Debauchee, upon cooler 
Thoughts deſpiſe him: If all Actions are equal, why 
are their Effects ſo different? If Virtue has no Advan- 
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tage over Vice, why do the Profiigates eſteem that, 
though they embrace this? Why do Men practiſe Vir- 
tue with Confidence, and Vice with a bluſhing Face, 
and a trembling Conſcience ? Why do they fin with 
Fear in their Looks, and an Earthquake in their Minds? 
Theſe are terrible Symptoms, that the Difference be- 
tween Good and Evil lies deeper than the Imagination. 

Come, Sir, remember when you feel the Smart of 
everlaſting Flames, you'll take ſmall Pleaſure in the 
Thought that once you derided 'em; you'll not ſuffer 
leſs in that dark Region, becauſe you go laughing thi- 
ther; nor endure the Torments better, becauſe you 
would not believe 'em. 7 

Arioviſias was of too haughty a Humour to bear ſo 
ſevere a Check with Patience, and too violent to diſ- 
ſemble his Reſentment ; wherefore turning to Zu/eb:us, 
Sir, ſaid he, you rail better than you reaſon ; Our 
Tongues began to diſpute, our Swords muit end; you 
have left my Tenets, to attack my Perſon, and rather 
level at my Actions, than at my Religion: You are a 
Man of Honour, and can manage a Weapon, as well 
as an Argument; in a Word, I expect Satisfaction. 

The Company began to ſmile at this odd Rhodo- 
montade, but Zudoxus told him, in controvertiſtical 
Debates there was no Appeal from Reaſon to the 
Sword ; that it was more prudent to confeſs Errors, 
than to defend them; to cancel paſt Crimes, than to 
commit new ones. 

But Evu/ebius, who reſolved to diſcountenance Latitu- 
dinarianiſm, by confounding its Abetter, took him up 
roundly. Sir, ſaid he, I fear your Gaſconades no more 
than your Arguments, nor your Sword more than your 
Reaſon; your Conduct is as ſtrange as your Religion 
becauſe I have wounded your Principles, you invite me 
to tilt at your Body: No, no, Sir, I value my Life too 
much to expoſe it for a Punctilio, and your Soul to 
ſend it into another World with a Rapier : I had ra- 
ther ſwing off Tyburz into Eternity, than to be duel'd 
into it; for a Duel is a very ill Diſtemper to die of. 

Beſides, ſhould J accept your Challenge, perchance 
you might diſappoint me: I have known ſome huffing 

" Bullies, 
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Bullies, who never were couragious but when they 


ſtood out of Sword's Reach: They would ſend you 2 | 


hundred Defies for a Word, but had too much Honour 


to juſtify one; nay, they would, upon ſecond Thoughts, 
ſubmit to a Baſtinade, rather than occaſion Bloodſhed; Þ 
and if once their Adverſary drew Blood, like Wizards, 
they had no Power to hurt him; in fine, they would 
always begin the War, and conſtantly made the firt 


Overtures of Peace, and thus they ſhewed at once both 
Courage and Diſcretion; whether this Character fits 
you, I dare not determine: This notwithſtanding I mul 
affirm, that thoſe who pretend to believe leaſt the Ter. 
rors of another World, apprehend them moſt ; and no 
Men fear more eternal Torments, than thoſe who deny 
the Soul's Immortality : , Lay by your Sword for a 
more urgent Occaſion, fencing will never relieve a 
' Controverſy abandon'd by Reaſon ; a ſatis*aftory Re- 
turn to my Arguments will ſupport you much better 
than a Puſh ; for though you chance to foil me at tilting, 
you will not diſarm my Reaſons. 

Arioviftus was too proud to ſubmit to Truth, though 
he was too weak to withſtand it ; he could not defend 
his Errors, and would not abandon 'em; ſo that in a 
Huff he called for his Horſe, rubb'd off, and left the 
Field to Fuſebius. , 

His Friend apologized for his Rudeneſs, and caſt his 
Incivility on the Exceſs of Paſſion. I hope, ſaid he 
to the Company, you will excuſe Ariovifius. I confeſs 


he is to blame, but oftentimes Anger runs away wich 
the judgment; the wiſeſt Men are ſubject to Indiſcre- 


tions: He was baffled, and you know a Delea: to a 
Man of Honour is a mortifying Misfortune ; in fine, 
having loſt his Cauſe, you muſt not wonder if Patience 
deſerted him. 

Euſeb. J excuſe his Incivility, but condemn his Pru- 
dence; he ſaw his Error, why did he not abjure it! 
He ſaw Truth, why did he not embrace it? A Man 
that will pawn his Soul to reſcue his Honour, forfeits 
both: But I confeſs, in vain we expect Prudence of 
Libertines ; Men without Religion are always * 
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Reaſon ; they may boaſt of Science and Wit till Doomſ- 
day, but no body can believe they are overſtock'd with 
either: No, no; they have only juſt Knowledge enough 
to ſee their Errors, and Wit enough to enſure their 
Damnation ; when once they are drenched in looſe 
Principles, they are paſt Recovery ; they turn all Anti- 
dotes into Ratſbane, and ſo either live in Obſtinacy, 
or die in Deſpair. 

Then taking Eudoxus aſide : Are you not, continued 
he, almoſt ſick of Latitudinarianiſm? You ſaw how weak - 
ly Arioviflus defended it, yet he was not ill provided 


of thoſe Materials, that are neceſſary to plead well a 


bad Cauſe ; he managed his Arguments to the beſt Ad- 
vantage, and edged his Reaſons with all the .ittle Ar- 
tifices of Language and Confidence; but Truth has 
prevailed over Impoſture, and he carries home nothing 
but Chagrin and Confuſion. I hope Providence has re- 
ſerved the Profit of his Defeat for you ; he has con- 
demned all Religions, and Chriſtianity among the reſt, 
and at the ſame time turns Atheiſt to live a Liber- 
tine, 

Eudox. Nothing but Rage drove Arioviſius into that 
Precipice ; he was upon a Pinch, poor Gentleman, and 
ſhot Blaſphemy when he had ſpent his Reaſons ; his 
Performance falls ſhort of my ExpeQation. I perceive 
that Boaſting is not an Argument of Wit, and that 
Confidence and Truth are not always upon the ſame 
Side. Aricvi/tur, who cauſed my Infidelity, has now 
cured it; I owe my Converſion to the Weakneis of 
his Proofs, and to the Strength of yours. Chriſtianity 
1s certainly the only ſaving Religion, but I am ham- 
per'd in a Labyrinth, and unleſs you lend me a Hand, 
ſhall wander eternally in a Meander of Miſtakes : For 
Chriſtian Religion branches out into a thouſand Sects, 
our Iſland is a kind of Pantheon, and our People like 
the old Arabians, bend to the Breath of every pretended 
Inſpiration : Some pretend Law, others Scripture ; 
theſe Antiquity, thoſe Novelty, and others Illumina- 
tion. It's hard to calculate up all the Religions that 
divide the Nation, and almoſt impoſſible to examine 
them. If I muſt chooſe none before I have impartially 
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ſurvey'd all, I may live a Szeter, and die an Atheif, 
Are all thoſe Communions ſaving; or is there but 
one ? 

Euſeb. There is but one ſaving Congregation, and the 
Diſcovery of it is eaſter than you imagine: In a few 
Days I will put you in the Way to Heaven, which 
none can miſs, but thoſe that are reſolved to over. 
look it: Intereſt biaſſes ſome, Education others; Faction 
deludes many, and Senſuality overbears more: In fine, 
when Men conſult their Inclinations, and model Reli. 

ion by the Advice of Paſſion, you muſt not wonder, 
if they take Fancy for Revelation, and hug IIluſion for 
Truth. ; 

Euſebias ftaid a Week with Eudoxus, and ſettled his 
Judgment. Truth flaſh'd ſuch a Light on his Under- 
ſtanding, that he admir'd his former Blindneſs, ard 
thought it more difficult to miſtake the true Church, 
than he did before to find it ; he learnt what he was 
to do, as well as what he was to believe, and reſolved 
to ſquare his Thoughts and Actions by the Rule of his 
Duty: He has kept his Purpoſe, and at preſent has the 
Reputation of an accompliſh'd Gentleman, and, what 
he values moſt, of a pious Chriſtian. This Providence, 
which permitted Theomachus to fall from a State of Vir- 
tue, into a deplorable Habit of Vice, raiſed young 
Eudoxus from the Abyſs of Vice, to the Top of Virtue; 
to teach poor Mortals, that the Sinner muſt not deſpair, 
nor the Saint preſume. 

Eugſebius having brought this great Buſineſs to a moſt 
happy Concluiion, return'd to London, and gave notice 
to 7 heomachus of his Arrival, 


DIALOGUE 


wok 


wy 


* 4 © meg » Ks Go 


w ww 


cp =” 


The GENTLEMAN Jnſtrudd. 69 


DIALOGUE XIII. 


Having ſettled Eudoxus, Euſebius meets Theomachus, 
who offers to believe the Exiſtence of a God upon good 
Reaſons, though not mathematically evident. 


EV SEBIUS the next Morning gave Theomachus a 

Vit. He found him in the Company of ſome 
Gentlemen of his Cabal, whom the Noiſe of the Diſ- 
pute had alarm'd ; they were concern'd that Eaſcbius had 
the Face to ſtand up in Defence of God, to plead fo 
warmly againſt Atheiſm, and that after the firit Camiſ- 
cad he was returned to beat up their Quarters. Theo- 
machus perſuaded himſelf, that the Journey of Evu/ebrrs 
was a mere put-off, and that he had really no Buſineſs 
in the Country, but to wave the Conference at London, 


and fo ſpread abroad his late Engagement, you may be 


ſure to his own Advantage: He fiatter'd himſelf, and 
others alſo, that the Diſpute was at an End, and being 


| freed from his Enemy, he gave full Liberty to his 


Tongue, and launch'd out into Panegyrics of his vaſt 
Performance, to the Prejudice of 'Truth and Modeſty : 
The News of Euſebius's Arrival damp'd his Hopes, and 
convinced him, he had raiſed a Trophy before the 
Victory: He had a mind to engage, nor could he re- 
treat with Honour; but, in fine, he reſolved upon the 
Conference, as the leſs Evil, and invited his Friends to 
the Skirmiſh : He received Zu/eb:us with Demonſtrations 
of Civility, and was rather prodigal than ſparing of Ca- 
reſſes: After many reciprocal Compliments, E/c5:us 
addreſied himſelf to Theomachas. 

Euſeb. Sir, at our laſt Meeting I charged 4hei?s with 
Imprudence, becauſe being uncertain whether there 
were a God, a Hell, or a Heaven, they lived as if 
they were certain there were no ſuch Things; you en- 
deavoured to fence againſt the Charge, and to plead 
not guilty; becauſe, — h you ſhould take up and 
model your Life by the Rules of the moſt ſevere Morals, 
this ungrateful Reſtraint would only ſerve perchancę to 
leſſen your Torments in the next Life, if there be 4 

God, 
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God, but would never be able to ſet you in Heaven: 
For God, ſaid you, requires as an indiſpenſable Ho- 
mage, not only a well regulated Life, but a ſtable and 
undoubted Belief of his Being; the one is of ſmall 
Advantage without the other; you pretended this ftea- 
dineſs was not in your Power, and aſked convincin 
Reaſons to ſettle and fix your judgment; I — 

ou Satisfaction, and am come to keep my Word; but 
| foppole an Evidence below that of Mathematical De- 
monſtrations will ſatisfy you. | 

Theom. The very Queſtion is reflecting, and you muſt 
either ſuſpect my Wit or my Judgment to propoſe it: 
I know God is neither a Line, Superficies, nor Solid, he 
comes not within the Predicament of a Figure, and 
therefore lies out of the reach of Mathematics: A 
Man that will acquieſce to nothing but ftrict Demon- 
ſtrations, would do well to diſband from Society, to 
lock up his Reaſon in his Cloſet, and only carry it a- 
bout him on extraordinary Occaſions; he may take up 
with the Sceptics, and doubt of his own Being : No 
Man can demonſtrate by Euclid, or Archimedes, there 
is ſuch a City as Conſtantinople, or that there has ever 
been ſuch an Emperor as Auguſtus; and yet, God be 
thanked, upon the credible Teſtimony of thoſe who 
have ſeen the one, and of thoſe Authors who have writ 
of the other, I no more doubt of them, than of this 
unqueſtionable Principle, pars eft minor toto : Some things 
may poſſibly be falſe, though I dare pawn my Life 
they are not. 

Euſeb. Your Diſcourſe is reaſonable : For were you 
and I caſt upon a deſert Iſland by the ſtreſs of Wind 


and Weather, and ſhould we find in this abandoned 


Region a ſtately Palace, built with all Symmetry of 
Art, we ſhould conclude, it was the Work of an Ar- 
chitect, not of Nature or Chance; nor would it be in 
our Power to doubt of it; yet it is poſſible for blind 
Matter to rendezvous itſelf into a ſtately Lowore ; for by 
a lucky Meeting of Atoms, it may be jumbled and 
ſettled in this beautiful and regular Form. A hundred 
_ thouſand blind Men, (though they ſet out from all the 
Parts of the World) way poſſibly meet together upon 
Black-beath, and draw up in Rank and File; yet ſhould 
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we ſee this extraordinary great Army in Battle- array, 
without the help of Syllogiſm, we ſhould infer, they 
were led to the Place, and each conducted to his Sta- 
tion by ſome, who had better Eyes than they. | 

I conceive likewiſe. you do not require Phyſical De- 
monſtrations, id eff, convincing Proofs drawn from 
Senſe ; for God being ſuppoſed a Spirit, cannot fall un- 
der corporal Senſe, and though he ſhould preſent him- 


ſelf to the Eyes by aſſuming a Body, the Spectacle 


might amaze us, but could not give us any rational 
Affurance, that there is an infinite Spirit. 

Theom. I aſk ſuch Proofs as leave the Underſtanding 
fatisfied, and fix the Judgment, and remove all pru- 
dent Doubt; for ſuch Arguments deſerve as firm an 
Aſſent, as the moſt ſtrict Mathematical Demonſtrations. 
I am as ſure there is ſuch a Place as Conftantinople, as 
that the firſt Propoſition of Euclid is true; and doubt 
no more, but Cæſar was, than that I am. 

Eyſeb. Tis eaſy I ſee to agree in Preliminaries, when 
the one ſide propoſes nothing but what is juſt, and the 
other will receive what 1s reaſonable : You have ad- 
mitted what neither in Prudence nor Reaſon you could 
rcjet, and I have only aſked what I could not omit, 
without betraying the Intereſt of Truth, and the Me- 
rits of the Cauſe I have undertaken to defend. Now 
ſecing the Subject is not capable of Mathematical De- 
monſtrations, nor even of Phyſical Evidence in the State 
we are, methinks, I apprehend two Ways by which 
God can manifeſt his Being to Man: Firſt, By an in- 
ternal Impreſſion ſtam ped with his divine Signate in our 
Nature, which leads us naturally to the Knowledge of 


his Exiſtence, as the innate Light of our Under- 


ſtanding ſhews us the Truth of the firſt Principles of 
Diſcourſe. 


Secondly, By viſible Effects, which Reaſon tells us 


muſt be fathered on ſome Cauſe, and which without 
Conſtraint and Violence, our Underf ding cannot 
attribute to any thing but a Being infinitely powerful, 
infinitely wiſe, and infinitely good. 

Theom. I agree, theſe two Ways would be ſufficient 
to {ſettle a reaſonable Man in the Belief of a Deity, 
and that an Atheiſt would be the moſt abſurd, the 
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moſt unreaſonable Creature in the World, if he required 
more. | 

Euſeb. Well, Sir, hitherto we have walked hand in 
hand, our Judgments have been uniform, and I hope 
our good Intelligence will continue in the following 
— I will prove you have theſe very Proofs 
of his Being, you confeſs ſufficient, and as plain as 
you could in Reaſon expect, ſuppoling he were. Let 
us therefore diſcuſs things in Order, and produce our 
Proofs in their Turn; when we confound Arguments, 
we confound Ideas, and only contemplate Truth thro' 
a Cloud. 


| DiAL OG UE XIV. 
The firſt Proof of a Deity, drawn from the univerſal 
4 Conſent of Manta 


2. HE Notion of a God is ſo deeply ingrafted 
in our Minds, that it ſeems to be twiſted 
and interwoven with our Nature; it is of the ſame 
Date with our Species, it runs through our Veins with 
our Blood, and 1s conveyed to us from our Anceſtors ; 
it is neither fixed to Climate, nor Complexion, it takes 
in all Times, as well as all Places: It is engraven in 
the Hearts of Africans, as well as of the Aſiatics; the 
barbarous Topinbays of Brajil feel the Impreſſion, as 
well as the molt polite Europeans; and the very brutiſh 
Haotentots of the Cape, in ſpite of Savageneſs, ſhew they 
are Men merely by acknowledging a ſupreme Being; 
the old Af3rians have left Poſterity a convincing Teſti— 
mony they believed a God, becauſe they coined falſe 
ones ; they had never multiplied Divinities, had they 
believed there was none, nor paid divine Worſhip to 
Statues, had thy not been perſuaded there was ſome 
Being above them, that commanded Homage, becauſe 

he deferved it. 
The Medes brought down the Mirian Grandeur, and 
buried the Empire, together with its . a 
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Grave of Aſhes; yet theſe new Conquerors, who an- 
nulled the old Laws, and enacted new ones, who 
thruſt out ancient Cuſtoms to make room for others, 
quarrelled not with the Mrians about the Belief of a 
God, they lived in the ſame Perſuaſion ; NeZuchodonozer 
would needs ſhare worſhip with his Maker, and ſo ſet 
up his own Statue to receive thoſe Honours which be- 
longed to the ſupreme Being. 

The Perſians, Succeſſors of the Median Greatneſs, 
ſuccceded alſo in their Belief of a Deity: The con- 
quering Macedonians agreed in this Point with the van- 
quiſhed Indians; and Rome ſurpaſſed all other Nations 
in Superſtition, more than Nr ; ſhe built her Great- 
neſs upon the Suppoſition of a Deity, and as ſome re- 
mark, grew ſo great, becauſe ſhe was ſo pious : She 
found the Stamp of a Divinity, wherever ſhe carried 
her victorious Arms; and the Conqueſt of foreign Gods, 
as well as of captive Princes, fet off her General's 
Triumphs. In a Word, the Belief of a Deity reached 


"as far as the Plantations of Men; it has never yet 


been ſhut out of one City, one Bourg, or perchance 
one Family : The moſt barbarous Wretches that ever 
were, knew there was a Deity, though they miſtook 
in the Application of their Worſhip. You may almoſt 
as ſoon find a People without Souls, as without a 
God, that they rather will dedicate an Altar to an un- 
known Deity, than have none. 


The Engh/p, Dutch, Portugucſe, and Spaniards, brav- 


ing the Fury of the Winds, and the threatening Surges 
of the enraged Ocean, have diſcovered a new World 
in our Days, almoſt equal to the Old, they have rifled 
the very Wilderneſſes, and ranfacked the Mines ; 
wherever they met with the Traces of Men, they fell 
upon the Footſteps of a God; theſe Batbarians that 


lived without Laws, without Houſes, without Com 


merce, were ſeldom found without "Temples ; and tho 
a ſavage -Education, and more ſavage Vices had ob- 
ſcured the Notion, they had not the Power to deface 
It; 'twas legible in the very Night of Idolatry, in the 
Obſcurity of Errors, and tome Nations thought 'twas 
leſs Abſurdity to worſhip the Devil, than to deny a 

Vor. II. E God. 
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God. Now if you call for Proofs, I can preſent you 
a thouſand, as ſtrong and ſatisfactory as the Subject 
will bear: Paſt Matters of Fact can only be conveyed 
down to us by written, or oral Tradition ; and thoſe 
of our own Time, that lie at a Diſtance, can only be 
proved by credible Witneſſes ; what I maintain has all 
theſe Supports, and by conſequence can be queſtioned 
only by thoſe, who will be ſure of nothing but that 
they doubt of all Things. 

Team. Whether this be true or falſe, your Cauſe 
will not be much the better, nor mine worſe; yet 1 
mult tell you, you are miſtaken in your Account: I 
have read in 4co/ta, and others, that divers People, both 
in the Eaſt and Y:/i-Ingies, live as well without a God, 
as without Houſes ; they love nothing but their Eaſe, 
and fear nothing but their bordering Enemies: Beſides, 
our European Atheifts muſtered up in one Body, would 
make a conſiderable Figure; and London alone, upon 
an emergent Occaſion, can draw out a briſ Brigade: 
I am confident, at leaſt, we exceed you in Quality, if 
you ſurpaſs us in Number, and why may not the one 
balance the other ? 

Euſeb. Oh! I may cry out, with Seneca, Mentiuntur 


qui dicunt ſe non ſentire Deum, nam etfi tibi afjirment inter- 


aiu, noctu tamen & ſoli dulitant; hey lye, who ſay 
« they believe no God, for though by Day in the Hur- 
* ry of Company, and Heat of Debauch, they may 
« profeſs Atheiſm; yet in Darkneſs and Retirement 
« they change their Mind: Say if you pleaſe 20 God 
is the Wiſh of Mary, but the Opinion of None: But if 
ſome Authors have ſaid ſo, others equally credible have 
contradicted them; yet all agree that thoſe People have 
more of the Beaſt, than of the Man; they wander in 
Woods, like Tygers, without Commerce, without hu- 
man Society ; they worry their own Species, and prey 
upon their neareſt Relations; fo that, like Children, 
though they have Reaſon, they want the Uſe of it: They 
live without Reflection, and conſequently without Diſ- 
courſe ; and indeed I do not ſee why Diſeaſes of the Soul 
may not untune the Organs of the Brain, as well as thoſe 
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of the Body; why Education and Barbarity may not 
obſtru&t the Operations of the Intellect, as well as a 
Frenzy. The whole Set of European Atheiſts are but a 
Pack of daring Debauchees, who pride in Infamy, and 
bluſh at Modeſty : They reaſon ill, and live worſe 
they hate Truth no leſs than Sobriety, and are too in- 
ſignificant, either to countenance a good Cauſe, or pre- 
judice it : Their Votes, like Cyphers, without an Unit, 
make no Number. | 

But let us face your Atheiſt with thoſe who believe 2 
God, and we ſhall find after a general Muſter (though 
you appear alſo at the Head of the London Brigade) an 
infinite Diſproportion. Would it not be true, that all 
the Citizens of London profeſs the Religion of the 
Church of England, altho' one Preſbyterian, or Recu- 
ſant upon Examen ſhould be found among them ? And 
will you conteſt this univerſal Variety, that reaſonable 
Creatures endeavour to defend themſelves from the In- 
Juries of Wind and Weather, becauſe ſome brutiſh 
Savages lie under the open Canopy of Heaven with- 
out Fence, or a Hut to ſkreen off the Heats of the 
Summer, or the Cold of the Winter? Yet the Diſpro- 
3 between you and us is ten times greater, than 

ween one Recuſant, and the Citizens of London, or 
between thoſe Men who make Proviſions againſt the 
Rigour of Seaſons, and thoſe who do not: If there- 
fore in one Caſe, a particular Fact does not prejudice 
the univerſal Inference, why muſt it in the other? 4. 
riſtotle tells us, that ſome rejected this Principle, 4 
thing cannot be, and not be at the ſame time, and that 
Anaxagoras maintained Snow is black ; yet, I ſuppoſe, 
if I fay the Principle is received by all Mankind, you 
will not except againſt my Aſſertion. I may then con- 
clude, that the Perſuaſion of a God runs through 
our whole Species, and ſpreads as wide as the remoteſt 
Colony. 

Theom. If 1 6. or my Ground by Inches, we ſhall 
make a long Work of our Conference : Pray go on. 
Eꝛuſeb. Our Difference about the Matter of Fact be- 
ing at an End, I aſk you the Origin of this univerſal 
Impreflion ; From whence comes it that this chimerical 
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Object continually encounters and haunts our Under- 
ſtanding? Why do our Apprehenſious rove in another 
World, and fluſh the Being of a Deity ? 

Theom. Some witty Gentlemen will tell you, this No- 
tion came into the World by an accidental Fright ; 
Men ftarted at Thunder, before they knew the Cauſe 
of it, and ſome of greater Wits than their Neighbours 
improved this pannic Fear into Religion; they per- 
ſuaded the Mobize there was ſomebody above, that 
ſpoke-aloud, and breathed forth his Anger in Flames 
and Smoke: Others with much Probability aflirm this 
Perſuafion ſprings from an innate Fear in the Mind of 
Man, and a reſtleſs Apprehenſion of the worſt that may 
happen ; Primum in orbe Decs fecit timor: 

Euſeb. A Man that will not take Notice of the true 
Reaſon of Thir gs, which generally is but one, may 
forge a hundred falſe ones; for though one Path leads 
to Truth, a thouſand conduct us into Error. Pray, 
Str, ſeeing Men were firſt fiighted, and then cheated 
into the Belief of a Deity, of whom did that witty 
Gentleman borrow the Notion? He was certainly im- 
bued with the Idea of a God, before he could com- 
municate it to his gs. cans The Cheat was firſt 
put on him before he deceived others. Who impoſed 
on him? His Name deſerves a conſiderable Place in 
Hiſtory, and I do not fee, why our Fore-fathers ſhould 
have been leſs careful to conſerve his Memory, who 
ſlyly brought the Notion of a God into the World, 
than his who conveyed the Trejan Horſe into the City, 
and betrayed it to the Grecians: But though you fatis- 
fy this Quære, the ſame Queſtion will return, who co- 
zened him ? Nor will it ceaſe, till we diſcover the Ori- 
gin, or have run you up beyond the firſt Moment oz 
Time; the only tolerable Eſcape is to ręiolve this Fear 
into Tradition. | | 

But, pray teil me, how you know this Impreſſion ab 
immemnorial;, has been handed down from Father to 
Son; You are Men of Parts, and glory more in Wit 
than Grace; you generally ſcorn all Authority but your 
own, and appeal even from what we call Scripture, 


to Reaſon: Back your Aſſertion with any tolerable 
Proof, 
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Proof, and for once I'll take it for Demonſtration: All 


you can ſay amounts to this, that perchance long ago, 
ſome thinking Brain, wrapped up in continual Specula- 
tion, blundered upon the Notion, and ſent it round; 
that it found a kind Reception; and even ſince has 
been kept in Countenance and Reputation ? Burt it is 
not ſtrange that one mere Perchance that ſtands for 20 
God, ſhould weigh more with an Atheiſt, than poſitive 
Reaſon for him? 

This Tradition is of a very ancient Date, and older, 
in all Probability, than the Invention of Writing ; for 
aught that you know, it has been from the Beginning; 
nay, I may add it's ten times more likely, it ſprang 
up with Man, than that a Man firſt ſtarted the Impo- 
ſture, and others made it over to Poſterity: For the 
Impreſſion of a God finks into the Souls, not only of 
thoſe polite and civilized Nations, who have preſerved 
from Oblivion ſome Remnants of paſt Tranſactions and 
Books of Records, but even of thoſe who are as igno- 
rant of what paſled 'in the laſt Age, as of what was 
done two thouſand Years ago, and of thoſe whoſe A- 
rithmetic goes not beyond their Fingers, nor their 
Knowledge beyond their own Remembrance. What 
likelihood then that thoſe who are Strangers to all 
Tradition, ſhould be ſo well acquainted with this ? 
But to diſpatch the firſt Gentleman; when the na- 
tural Cauſe of Thunder was diſcovered, why was not 
the Cheat unmaſked ? Why did not the Phantom diſap- 
3 at the ſight of Knowledge, which Ignorance and 

rror had created? Were the Underſtandings of Men 
ſo cow'd with the Cheat, that they durſt not ſtruggle 
againſt it: Or were they ſo enamoured of their Fears, 


as to cheriſh the Object of their Torment? If this be 


true, our Anceſtors were caſt in another Mould than 
we, they hugg'd what we hate, and doted on what we 
abhor. If a Man impoſes on us by a Surprize, ſo ſoon 
as the Cheat is diſcovered, we ſtand upon our Guard, 
and, like Birds ſhot at, grow wild : We become cau- 
tious and reſeryed, we ſtand off in Jealouſy and Suſpi- 
cion : But our tame Anceſtors, who were thundered 
and lightened into the Belief of a God, kent up the 


Illuſion when they had unvizarded the Trick: They 
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liked, it ſeems, the Conceit, and were ſo pleaſed with 
Fears and Apprehenſions, they reſolved to make them 
immortal. 

Theom. Theſe Gentlemen will tell you, Time wore 
out the Memory of the Impoſture, but not the Effects: 
The Cheat was foon forgot, though the Notion of a 
God remained ; Education kept this on foot, and con- 
tinued it to our Time; and indeed the original Tinc- 
ture of Education ſeldom wears out : 'Though ſome 
inbred Principles are impregnable againſt Education, 
yet ſome Cuſtoms ariſe from Education, which Nature 
itſelf can hardly deal with. 

Euſeb. Atheifls, when they have loſt their other Holds, 
retreat to Education ; they look upon it as an advan- 
tagious Poſt, and think themſelves there, not only out 
of the Reach of Surprize, but of Aſſault; it is their 
darling Argument, and therefore deſerves a peculiar 
Conſideration. I deſire you therefore to keep it for a 
Reſerve, at preſent I have the ſecond Gentleman upon 
my Hands, and I muſt do him Right before I leave 
him. You ſay, 'other Gentlemen affirm, with great Pro- 
tability, that the Perſuaſion of a God ſprings from an innate 
Tear zn the Mind of Man, and à refileſs Apprehenflon of the 
eworſt that may happen; aud then you prop the Aſſertion with 
the Authority of a Poet, This is in Mr. Hobbs's Phraſe ; 
Fear of Power inviſible, feigned by the Mind, or imagined 
from Tales publickly told, is Religion. 

This Evaſion 1s liable to great Exceptions ; for ſup- 
poſing Man has an innate Fear, that he is ſubject to 
1magine dreadful Things, and apt to ſcare himſelf with 

haſtly Apparitions of his own coining ; yet he cannot 
me unleſs he frames, or finds the Object that raiſes 
this unquiet Paſſion : What Object can we frame in the 
Shop of his Apprehenſions which has not ſome Rela- 
tion to Misfortunes he has either ſeen or heard of ? 
Fancy may make ſtrange Combinations, and tie toge- 
ther Things that have no Connexion, yet it muſt know 
thoſe Things before it links them together ; for the 
Apprehenſion, like the Will, cannot work upon thoſe 
Materials that lie out of its Fear, When the Streams 
af the Hypochondry mount up to the Bram, a Man 
may 
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may fanſy himſelf at the laſt Gaſp, though his Pulſe 
beat even, and he enjoys perfe&t Health, for he has 
ſeen others die, and knows he is liable to the ſame 
Fate; but the moſt ſplenetic Coxcomb in the World 
cannot fright himſelf with a Pleuriſy, unleſs he knows 
there be ſuch a Diſeaſe in Nature. The Notion of a 
God may therefore awaken Man's Fear, but the moſt 
timorous Nature cannot tremble at the Apprehenſion of 
a God, unleſs ſuch a Being be known: Seeing there- 
fore the Knowledge of a God precedes his Fear, who 
ſtamped on Man the Impreſſion ? 

Theom. We muſt take Things as we find them. Man 
depends originally on himſelf, he is beholden to no 
exterior Principle for his Exiſtence, he is as he ever 
was, and will always be, without any intervening 
Change : The Notion of Deity, theſe Gentlemen fay, 
has ſtuck cloſe to him from Eternity, and in all Pro- 
bability will jog on with him till the Species fall into 
nothing; but to what Intent this Fury hovess about 
him, Doctors have not determined; ſome, notwith- 
ſtanding, are inclined to believe, that Nature envious 
of Man's Happineſs, raiſed this Spirit to cool his Hopes, 
and ſophiſticate his Pleaſures. 

Euſeb. Your Gentlemen Incognito, who argue by 
Proxy, triumph without Doubt, and fanſy this An- 
ſwer has made the Buſineſs wonderfully clear; but I 
appeal to the common Senſe of Mankind, whether it 
does not rather ſtart Difliculties, than ſolve them. I 
have proved, that Men knew God, before they feared 
him, and conſequently that this Fear could not ſpring 
from any innate timorous Diſpoſition, but that it mult 
be aſcribed to the great Author of Nature, who has 
ſtamped on our Souls the Knowledge of his Being ; 
now your young Gentlemen very conkdently tell me, 
Man was ab tern, and ſtands indebted for his Being 
to nobody but his own Nature, and they thruſt on me 
this fine Syſtem, with ſuch an Air of Aſſurance, as if 
it were clear beyond Debate, and near allied to the 
firſt Principles ; whereas, the Thing is not only falſe, 
but abſurd to Dotage, as I ſha'l make out in its proper 
Place; but abyſus abyſſum _ one Abſurdity uſhers 
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in another; a bad Thefs is always ſupported with weak 
Proofs. 

But, for the preſent, I admit your Hypo heft. Ari- 
ftotle aſſumes this Aphoriſm as a Principle, Natura nibil 
exit fruſira, Nature does nothing in vain ; now whether 
we caſt our View without us, or within us; whether we 
ſurvey the great World, or the leſs, we ſhall ſubſcribe 
to the Maxun : The natural Inclination of all Things, 
either tend to the Perfection or Conſervation of In- 
dividuals, or elſe to the Beauty and Symmetry of 
the whole. Sympathies and Antipathies have their 
proper Stations and Employ ments; every Being, though 
never ſo minute, acts its Part in the great Theatre 
of the Univerſe; there are no Mutes in the whole 
Creation, that appear merely to fill the Stage: See- 
ing therefore all other Things have their Taſk cut 
cout for them, and labour in their ſeveral Poſts, why 
mould this Notion of a God, like a Drone, ſtand idle 
without Ofice, without Employmeat? Has Nature 
fung it into the World at Random, as the Oftrich lays 
her Eggs, and then flies into the Deſart? Why ſhould 
you arraign her Prudence in this Point, who ſhews 
her Wiſdom in the Management of all Things beſides ? 
Ought we not rather to queſtion your Integrity, than 
her Conduct? 

Beſides, whether all Things were ab æterno of them- 
ſelves, or juſtled into Being * a lucky Hit of Chance, 
and Legerdemain, they have at leaſt happened as well, 
as if an infinite Wiſdom and Power had a Hand in the 
Contrivance ; but 'tis moſt certain, that an infinite Wiſ- 
dom would never have engrafted in the Minds of Men 
ſo vain, ſo ſuperfluous a Principle, had there been no 
God in the World; therefore ſeeing ſuch a Principle 
runs through the whole Maſs of Mankind, we have all 
the Reaſon in the World to conclude, there is no God. 

A Perſon of Quality in the Company, who mea- 
ſured bis Wit by his Eſtate, would needs come into 
Theomachus's Succour ; he thought his Title would add 
a Luſtre to his Arguments, and that he might filence 
Euſebius by Authority, tho' he could not by Reaſon : 
Methinks, ſaid he, with Submiſſion to better Judg- 


5 ments, Theemachus has averlooked the deciſive — 
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of the Difficulty, yet I muſt needs ſay, he has behaved 
himſelf in the Conteſt like a Man of Parts ; he has not 
ſhrunk under the CharaQter of a witty and well ſpoken Man, 
but maintained his Reputation; yet oftentimes Warmth 
and Eagerneſs let Advantage ſip, and we remember 
not in a Hurry thoſe Arguments that occur, when our 
Temper is cool and ſedate : I do not ſee why we 
ſhould have Recourſe to accidental or natural Fears, or 
wiy we ſhould fetch this Notion from the further end of 
dternity; we can reconcile the Difference, and ſtop the 
Breach at leſs Expence of Time and Labour : I am apt 
to think Education will unriddle the Myſtery ; we eaſily 
take the firſt Tincture, and when it's well imbibed, it 
never wears off: The firſt Rudiments ſtick ſo cloſe, 
that oftentimes they never leave us, and fo by a par- 
donable Miſtake, even wife Men aſcribe many Things. 
to our Nature, which we owe to the ſole Inſtruction of 
our Nurſe. Turciſm runs in ſome Families, Pobery in 
others, and the reformed Religion in mine : Whence 
comes this Variety but from Education, and a certain 
Influence of the Climate? Had I been born at Confar- 
tinople, I had taken the Turban inftead of a Hat, and 
Circumciſion in place of Baptiſm ; had I Spain or /taly 
for my Country, Popery would have been my Religion, 
and in all Probability I ſhould have been as ready to 
fight for Clement XIth's Prerogative of Primacy, as I am 
now to fight againſt it : Education alone has conti- 
nued Religions; we are Proteſtants in England now, 
becauſe our Parents and Governors were ſo the laſt 
Age: The Turks have taken their Alcoran from their 
Anceſtors, and the preſent i, Tranſubſtantiation, 
ſeven Sacraments, and the Maſs, from theirs : Now if 
our Fore-fathers by Education could infuſe into us 
the Belief of theſe feveral Religions, why not that 
of a God? And if they could, why ſhould we craze 
our Brain, and exhauſt our Spirits in the Purſuit of 
another Origin ? 

The Company applauded my Lord's Performance, 
and ſome were for petitioning for a higher Patent, for 
the fignal Service he had done the Nation. 

Euſeb. Under favour, my Lord, this Expedient will 
not do; nay, thoſe Difficulties I object againſt 7 Leoma- 
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bus turn upon your Hypotheſis with no leſs Violence 
than his: For this Notion of a God could not be 
{ſpread by Education, before it was in the World; it 
could not be toſt from paſt Ages down to the preſent, 
unleſs it was in paſt Ages; and if it was, it either 
was ab æterno, or began in Time: If you ſay the firſt, 
you build the whole Proof on mere Conjecture and 
Suppoſition, nor can you make one Tittle of it good, 
without begging the Queſtion : If you ſay the ſecond, 
then either it began with Man, or after him ; if with 

7 who made Man ſtamped on his Mind 
this Impreſſion ; if it began after him, pray who firſt 
ſailed into the other World, and made the Diſcovery 
of this airy Spectre? Where did he live; and when? 
Or at leaſt if you are not able to date the Birth of the 
Nation, ſhew me when it was not, and I will pay your 
Argument the ſame Reſpect I owe your Perſon ; but I 
cannot take Words for Reaſon, nor a proofleſs Suppo- 
fition for Evidence : You are the capital Wits of the 
World; cautious Perſons, that will not be impoſed on, 


that on all Occaſions call for Evidence. 


Beſides, according to the Characters of Education, 
and Nature, the Notion has no Reſemblance with Edu- 
cation, but every Line, every Stroke, repreſents Nature to 
the Life. We ſay Self. love, and the Inclination to Plea- 
ſure are natural to Man, becauſe we ſee theſe two Paſ- 
fions accompany him in all Ages, in all Places, and in 
all Employments; we love ourſelves now as our An- 
ceſtors did fix thouſand Years ago ; we purſue Pleaſures 


in 1702, with the ſame Eagerneſs our Fore-fathers did 


in 1000, and even thoſe who ating by more high and 
divine Motives fly Pleaſure, cannot avoid the Inclina- 
tion: The Deſire of Glory, according to all Men, 
riſes alſo from Nature, becauſe it puts the Thoughts 
of all Men in a Ferment, it awakens their Induſtry, 
and enlivens them for Action; we all love to ſurvive 
the Grave, and hate that our Name ſhould be nailed 
up in the Coffin: This Perſuaſion begun with Man, 
and has continued in his Blood without Variatſon, 
without Interruption; it warms old Age, and fires 
Youth, it aſſaults the Peaſant, it captivates the Prince 
thoſe who dare not fetch Glory from the Camp, purſue 
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it at the Bar, they plead up their Names when they 
want Reſolution to fight them up; in fine, Nature is 
the ſame in all Men, it is ſtable, uniform, permament; 
but Education is of another Complexion, 'tis always 
upon the Change; Time, Intereſt and Conqueſt eſta- 
bliſh new Cuſtoms, they ſet up new Principles of Edu- 
cation, and proclaim new Maxims: The Conqueſt of 
William the Firſt forced England to bow to new Cu- 
ſtoms, as well as new Maſters; it aboliſhed the old 
Laws, together with the ancient Kings, and our Edu- 
cation became French with our Governors : Look where 
you will, and you'll find Education always followed the 
Fortune of the State, the Subverſion of this was a Pre- 
lude to the Eſtabliſhment of that. 

If therefore upon Inquiry we find the Inſtinct of a 
God has paſſed untouched, through all the Revolutions 
of Times and Empires; if it has bore up againſt the 
Fury of the moſt barbarous Conqueror; what can we 
conclude, but that it is fixed and rooted in Nature; 
but that God has ſtamped this Character of himſelf up- 
on us, and that it ſprings not from the Principles of 
Education ? Now I have already demonſtrated, that the 
Notion of a God poſſeſſed all Mens Minds from the 
beginning of Ages ; that it has ſtood immoveable, a- 
midſt all the Viciſſitudes of Time, and all the Turns 
of Fortune: Empires have fallen either under the 
Weight of their own Greatneſs, or the Fury of the 
barbarous Conquerors : Nations have left Barbarity to 
take up Civility, and again abandoned Civility to re- 
or. into Barbarity ; they have quitted their old Ha- 

itations to ſeek out new ones, and loſt their very Lan- 
guage with their Liberty: One Cuſtom has joſtled out 
another, and Time has wore out that to make room 
for a third: Theſe ſtrange Revolutions have wrought 
no Change in the Belief of a Deity ; it has ſurvived 
Empires, and proved more durable than the Colaſs of” 
Rhodes, or the Temple of Diana ; neither the. Corrup- 
tion of Nature, nor all the vain Attempts of Atheiſts, 
have been able to baniſh it from one Town, Village, 
or Family: The Notion of a God has made Mankind 
in all Ages, and in all Places fall before it, and thoſe 
Men who dare diſpute againſt him cannot forbear to 
em- 
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tremble. Tis then moſt certain, that either Man has 
no natural Propenſion, or that this Impreſſion of a ſu- 


preme Being 1s one. 


In the mean time, I do not doubt but Education may 
Timit our natural Inclinations, and rather tie them to 
one Object than another; for though naturally all Men 
propend to Pleafure, yet what is agreeable to ſome, is 
not to others; what touches ſmoothly my Organ, may 
grate upon yours. Domitian delighted himſelf with 
ſticking Flies, Nero with driving Chariots; ſome are 
for Venus, others for Bacchus: And this confining the 
univerſal Principle riſes either from Education, or Con- 
ſtitution, or both. Again, though the Deſire of Glory 


be natural and univerſal, yet Education often aſſigns 


the Object; and hence it is, that Punctilio's vary with 
the Climate; ſome place their Glory in overcoming 
an Enemy, others in pardoning him; ſome judge no- 
thing more glorious than to ride at the Head of an 
Army, to ſack Towns, and drive Deſolation before 
them; whilſt others laugh at their Folly, and wrapt 
up in Speculation, think it more honourable to write 
of Wars than to wage them: In a Ward, Theomachus, 


vou perchance perſuade yourſelf nothing can be more 


illuſtrious than to defy God, whilſt I am ſatisfied the 
frue Glory of every rational Creature conſiſts in Obe- 


dience to his Commands, and Love to his Perſon : 


Theſe are the Effects of Education, they vary with the 


Meridian, they become obſclete with Time, and, like 


Faſhions, or Almanacks, grow out of Date. 

Let us ſay the ſame of God; though the Perſuaſion 
of a God be engrafted in Nature, yet Education may 
contribute to frame different Ideas of him, and to pro- 
pagate various Worſhips: Some People fall before a 
Crecodile, others before a red Chth; the Romans wor- 
ſhipped Men, and ſome Indian the Devil: When once 
Ignorance Had hatched theſe monſtrous Ideas of God, 
and Authority had given them Credit, Education ſpread 
the Error, and handed it down to Poſterity : But the 
Notion of a Divinity preceded the Infection of Educa- 
tion, and Men believed a Supreme Being and a true 
God, before they ſet up the Statues of a falſe one.. 
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I grant that the different Sects which divide and ſub- 
divide Chriſtianity, owe their Propagation to Educa- 
tion; (I mean generally) and what Wonder? For Chri- 
ſtianity is a reveal'd RO its Myſteries lie above the 
Reach of Nature, our Underſtanding cannot come at 
them, God himſelf has been pleaſed to communicate 
them, he has writ them on Paper, not on our Hearts, 
and we muſt hear them before we can believe them: 
Parents take care, either by themſelves, or others, to inſtil 
into their Children the Principles of thoſe Seats they 
profeſs, and to chooſe for them a Religion before they 
can make any Choice for themſelves : Thus moſt Men 
enter upon their Parents Religions, as they do upon 
their Eſtates, and refolve that, which will convey them 
into an endleſs Miſery or Happineſs, into mere Educa- 
tion: But the Exiſtence of a God is printed in our 
Nature; we know it without the Help of external 
Revelation or Preaching ; we are our own Scripture, 
our own Apoſtles. 

But do not think I deny Education can have any Part 
in framing in us the Knowledge of a God; though it 
be natural for a Mother to love her Children, and for 
a Child to reſpe& his Mother, yet Education concurs, 
this draws up thoſe reciprocal Duties in more lively 
Colours, and puts the laſt Hand to the rough Draught 
of Nature: Juſt ſo is our preſent Controverſy, though 
Nature leads us to the Knowledge of a God, yet Edu- 
cation haſtens it; this brightens oftentimes the Idea, 
and poliſhes it with Inſtructions and Precepts : Thus, 
my Lord, I have returned an Anſwer to your Objec- 
tion, and without the leaſt Grain of Pratiality proved, 
that Atheiſts retreat in vain to Education. 

Theom. What you deny to Education cannot be re- 
fuſed to Policy. This Whim of a God was hatched in 
ſome Claſet by a ſecret Juncbo of Stateſmen. It firſt 
iſſued from the Court, and was probably poſted into 
the Country by Proclamation; Authority ſent it abroad, 
Fear kept it Countenance, and at laſt the Stamp of 
Sovereignty propagated it; the Trick toox marvel- 
louſly; the Apprehenſion of a Deity, the Terrors of 
eternal Pains, with the flattering Allurements of eternal 

| | Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, awed the Subject into Obedience and Sub- 
miſſion; and then theſe Effects, ſo beneficial to Go- 
vernment, eaſily perſuaded Princes to cheriſh the II- 
luſion, and to keep up the Impoſture. 

Euſeb. Good God! That Men ſhould be ſo wiſe to 
deceive themſelves ! Is the Belief of a God ſo con- 
_—_ to the buoying up of human Society; ſo neceſ- 
ſary for the ſuppreſſing of Diſorders, and the Conſer- 
vation of a juſt Subordination ? Twere then to be 
wiſh'd, at leaſt, there were ſuch a Thing; and were 
I of the great Council of the Nation, I would offer a 
Bill to both the Houſes for the Extirpation of Atheiſts, 
who endeavour to deprive the State of ſo excellent an 
Inſtrument of Government. But 'tis ſtrange, that Man, 
mto whoſe Soul Nature, Chance, or Nece//ity, or what 
you think to call his originary Cauſe, have breathed 
ſuch a Sympathy to Commerce, ſuch an Inclination to 
Society, ſhould have left him ſo naked of thoſe Ma- 
terials that are neceſſary for carrying on any ſtable 
Correſpondence, that he is. forced to have Recourſe 
to Fiction, to flie to Forgery, and to build the whole 
Frame of mutual Communications on Cheats, that are 
the Bane of Society, the Plague of Converſation, the 
Diſturbers of Peace, and declared Enemies to Order. 

Secondly, What Machiavel firſt raifed this Spirit, that 
all the Power of Wit pointed with Debauchery, has 
never been able to conjure down ? What great Nebu- 
ehodenozor reared up this gigantic Statue of a Deity, 
and then commanded all Prep, and Nations to fall down 
and worſhip it ® Where did he keep his Court? In what 
Part of the World did he reign? In what Olympiad did 
he live? A credible Return to theſe few Queries might 

oſſibly make ſome Impreſſion on reaſonable Men: 
But an Hypotheſis in the Air, that wants the Prop of 
Proofs, that is ſuſtain d by mere Conjecture or Pof- 
fibility, muſt fall to the Ground: Authority without 
Reaſon makes but a lean Figure, and if you intend to 
win our Faith, firſt ſubdue our Underſtandings. 5 

Thirdly, If the Notion of a Deity be a mere Trick of 
Stateſmen, a ſly Invention of Princes; methinks they 


mould not ſtartle at the Monſter they only framed to 
affright 
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affright others; they may turn their Subject's Fears into 
Diverſion, as well as Profit, and applaud their Cunning 
for this double Advantage of Obedience and Pleaſure; 
but we ſee the contrary ; Stateſmen are no more ſe- 
cure from Throws of Conſcience than the Mechanics, 
nor the Priuce than the Peaſant ; the Terrors of a God 
often riſe with the Character; great Men moſt dread 
his Juſtice, becauſe they moſt offend his Goodneſs. I 
aſk then, how thoſe who fourb'd others, become Dupes 
to their own Contrivances ? If by Szate-Magzc they con- 
jured up this Phantom, Why do they tremble at it? 
Did all the Princes of the World die inteſtati, without 
making over this great arcanum Imperii to their Succeſ- 
ſors? Were they cut off in one Night as the Firſt-bor n 
of Egypt? Or did they entomb this grand Secret with 
their Bodies? A Man that can ſwallow theſe Abſurdi- 
ties, rather wants Hellebore than Arguments, and I would 
_ recommend him to a Phy/ician than a Philo- 
fopher. 

Fourthly, That Hero of your Faction, the great Mr. 
Hobbs, that able Politician, who wheedled himſelf firſt, 
and then a conſiderable Part of the Nobility, out of 
Conſcicnce and Religion too: That Hobbs, I ſay, who 
has left us a Draught of Government, I mean of Athe- . 
iſtical Policy in Folio, who knows as little what he ſays, 
as what he believes, croſſes upon your Syſtem ; he ra- 
ther lays the Knavery at the Subject's Door, than at the 
Prince's, and affirms point blank the ſetting up of a 
God was to. drive home Liberty, and to pen up So- 
vereignty, to countenance Diſobedienee, and to clip 
the Wings of Authority: 1t is impoſſible, ſays he, a Com- 
monwealth ſhould fland, where any other but the Sovereign 
hath a Power of giving greater Reward than Life, and of 
iuflicting greater Puniſhments than Death ; now ſeeing eternal 
Life is a greater Reward than the Life preſent, and eternal 
Torment a greater Puniſhment than the Death of Nature, it 
it a thing worthy to be well conſidered of all Men, that de- 
fire, by obeying Authority, to avoid the Calamities of Cone 
fufton and Civil War, and what is meant in Holy Scrip- 
ture by Life eternal, and Torments eternal ; and then he 
lays before his Reader as fine a Scheme of Life ou 
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Death eternal, as a Iäbertine can deſire, or an Atheiſt 
can invent: According to this Gentleman, thoſe Princes 
that firſt ſet up the Notion of a God upon political 
Ends, were but puny Statiſts, they were as unacquainted 
with their Intereſt as the Maxims of Ruling, for con- 
ſtituting a ſuperior Power, that could reward more libe- 
rally, and puniſh more ſeverely than they; they ſug- 
geſted new Pretences of Revolt to their Subjects, and 
ſhewed a Secret till then unknown, viz. that on Occa- 
fions they might war upon their Leaders, not only 
without Sin, but even with Merit: For in the Hypotheſis 
of a God, this Maxim 1s evident, God 7s to be obeyed 
before Man ; now Experience teaches us, that Knaves 
can eaſily perſuade the Mob, any Injunction of a Prince 
that lies a little heavy, is againſt God, and when once 
this Frenzy has ſeiz'd upon the Brains of the Vulgar, 
they flie to Arms, they ſlay out of Zeal, they butcher 
their Fellow-Subje&ts out of Devotion, and veil the 
Prerogative to Property, and the Crown to the Prong and 
Pitch-fork : Theſe, I ſuppoſe, are the Reaſons that move 
Mr. Hobbs to caution Princes againſt Religion, to que- 
fion the Rewards of Virtue, and the Puniſhments of 
Vice: You ſee how you recede from the Opinion of 
Mr. Hobbs, and leave your Patriarch in the Lurch : It's 
unkind to treat a Gentleman with ſo little Ceremony, 
to whom you owe ſo much; he firſt brought Atheiſin 
into Credit, and, like the Giant in the Fable, firſt 
warred openly upon Virtue, and then turned his Fury 
againſt Heaven: He modelled you into a kind of 
Society, who before ranged about the World like 
the wild Tarars or Arabians, without Government or 
Order: "Twas he firſt raiſed Impudence to a Science, 


Frenzy to Wit, and Infidelity to Religion : From him 


you borrow your Errors, and even Arms to defend 
them: Why then will you diſoblige a Man to whom 
your whole Fraternity ſtands indebted ? 

In a Word, the Belief of a Divinity could never be 
impoſed upon Mankind by the Cunning of any Prince 
or Stateſman; for when one Man attempts to over-- 
reach another, he has recourſe, without doubt, to Rea- 
fon ; now I cannot perſuade myſelf that Reaſon can 
—_ invent 
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invent a Cheat that Reaſon cannot diſcover ; for it's evi- 
dent the Belief of a Supreme Being carries Dread and 
Terror along with it ; it humbles Pride, checks Lewd- 
neſs, and cui bs the pleaſing Sallies of Senſuality; it 
preſcribes Laws to Intereſt, and Bounds to Pleaſure, it 
reltrains Thoughts no leſs than Actions; then how 
can a Man in his Wits preſume, that upon the bare Pro- 
poſition of the Doctrine, without any ſerious Examen, 
without the Recommendation of plauſible Arguments, 
all Men ſhould ſwallow the Impoſture, and vote the 
Being of God at the Expence of their darling and fa- 
vourite Prerogative Liberty, of their Quiet and 'Tran- 
quility ? Before you can admit ſo palpable an Aurdity, 
you muſt ſuppoſe all Mankind flung up their Rcaſon for 
Company-ſake, or run mad to keep up the Frolick : 
You muſt ſuppoſe our Anceſtors were of another Species 
than we, that their Inclinations croſſed on ours, the 
placed their Pleaſure not in Enjoyment but Sef.denial, 
their Liberty in Conſtraint, and their Happineſs in 
Trembling. 

But if you ſay they embraced the Tenets on Grounds 
fallacious at Bottom, but glazed over with the plauſible 
Varniſh of Sophiſtry and Paralogiſm ; it's ſtrange that 
Reaſon, afcer a hundred Attempts for the Space of 
many Ages, has never been able to tear off the Diſ- 
guiſe, or to diſcover the Falacy that was contrived by 

eaſon: And yet it is more aſtoniſhing, that the uni- 
verſal Reaſon of Mankind has been wretchedly enſnared 
and blinded to ſo prodigious a Degree, as to take thoſe 
Proofs for reaſonable and ſolid, which upon the Prin- 
ciples of Atheiſts were never able to give any rational 
Account of God's Exiſtence, either by his Effects or 
Operations: You cannot believe this, unleſs you be- 
lieve that Reaſon itſelf is unreaſonable, or that the Rea- 
ſon of all the World was over-re2ch'd by that of one 
crafty Politician. If you dare venture to clap in with 
this Abſurdity, I muſt confeſs your Faith is facile and 
comprehenſive in ſome Caſes, though ftreight-laced in 
others ; and you cannot refuſe to believe a God, unleſs 
you own it's in your Power to believe what 15 morally 


impoſſible, but not what is highly credible. To con- 
| clude, 
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clude, you have unriddled the Secret; it's a mere 
State-Engine, you ſay, a petty Craft to fright ſome, 
and flatter others into Obedience; diſband therefore 
your Fears, run from Conſcience, or outgrow it ; place 
Good and Evil on the ſame Level, for nothing can be 
Evil below, unleſs there be a ſupreme Lawgiver above; 
A Child will ſcream out ar its Nurſe, a the Dif. 
guiſe of a Vizard ; but take it off, and he turns the 
very Object of Fear into Play and Diverſion ; you have 
unmaſk'd the Fourbery, you have diſcovered the Im- 
Poſture, why have you leſs Aſſurance than a Child; 
why leſs Diſcretion ? Why do you ſtill ſweat under the 
Awe of a Deity, and ſometimes groan under the 
Laſhes of Conſcience ? If you have — gulled into 
theſe Frights, diſcourſe yourſelf out of them: Fear 
and Remorſe are not very entertaining: If a Syllogiſm 
or two would rid you of theſe Incumbrances, I would 
have you try Concluſions : But alas ! your own Breaſt 
confutes your Pretences, when you affirm the Impreſ- 
fion of a God is nothing but a Trick, your Tongue 
trembles together with your Heart, and like a Crimiual 
at the Bar, you avow the Fact by a faint Denial. 

Theom. Your Diſcourſe amounts to this, that no Error 
can invade and ſubdue all Mankind: Now can any 
thing be imagined more univerſal than Polytheiſm ? 
Did it not runthrough all Countries, as well as all Times? 
Did it not ſweep away the Rich with the Poor ; the Phi- 
loſopher with the Illiterate, and the Prince with the 
Pealant ? Through what Gate did this profane Wor— 
ſhip creep into the World? If many Gods may be 
foiſted in, why not one? Does the Greatneſs of the 
Abſurdity facilitate the Impoſture ? Becauſe a Plurality 
of Gods ſhocks Reaſon more than an Unity, can Rea- 
ſon eaſier overlook the Contradiction? Does the Cheat 
lie out of Sight, becauſe a Child may diſcover it? 

Euſeb. Polytheiſm, though it ſpread wide, was never 
univerſal : We know as ſure when it was not, and when 
it begun, as paſt Tranſactions can be known: The 
Memory of things paſt can only run down to us through 
the Channel of Tradition; Authors both Sacred and 
Profane mark its Origin; it takes its Ri/e —_ the 

ower 


P45. aft, ©. = a X70 


g—_—_ vF * 


The GENTLEMAN <Infirufed. 91 


Tower of Babel, and the firſt Emperor was metamor- 
phoſed into the firſt Deity: Nor did it infect all Peo- 
ple; ſome Milltons of Jeaus deteſted the Sacrilege, and 
there are _ probable Conjectures in ſpite of the 


Sorbonne, that the Worſhip of one God continued in 
China two thouſand Years: But however, ſince the 
Birth of Chriſtianity, Polytheiſm has loſt Credit and 
Empire, it only reigns where Ignorance and Barba- 
rity domineer, and thoſe poor Creatures hug the Cheat 
who are willing to be deceived. 

Moreover, the Philoſophers and wife Men of all 
Ages and Countries receded from the Multitude in this 
monſtrous Veneration : Plato confeſſed he was a Poly- 
thei when he ſpoke in jeſt, but a Theif when he ſpoke 
in earneſt: Cicero rallies the State Theology, and drolls 
upon thoſe Gods in his Books he adored in the Capito/ : 
Seneca burleſques the Multiplicity of Divinities ; and, in 
a Word, all the Heathen Divines, as well as Poets, 
evidently demonſtrate, that thoſe believed in many 
Gods, who follow'd Cuſtom, and thoſe in oe who 
obeyed Reaſon : So that, though the wiſe Men were 
not guilty of the Error, they were of the Sin, becauſe 
they ſwam down the Stream with the Vulgar ; they 
burnt Incenſe to Stones, offer'd Victims to Statues, and 
approved in their Actions what they condemn'd in their 
Judgment. 

N ay, if we believe Tertullian, the very Multitude in 
their ſudden Frights looked up to Heaven, not the 
Capitol, and invoked one God, not many: Whence 
we may draw with him this Inference, that Nature 
profeſſed one God, whilſt Corruption and Ignorance 
allowed of thirty thouſand; But beſides, in vain you 
veg univerſally of the Vulgar ; the Vote of the Multi- 

e ſeparated from the Approbation of the Wiſe, is 
no more to be regarded than the Opinion of Bethlems; 
their Authority can be of no greater Weight than that 
of Children, who have Reaſon, but cannot uſe it: 
They know as little what they do, as why; they act 
by no other Rule than Paſſion or Cuſtom; like frighted 
Sheep, one treads upon the Heels of another, and 


the Miſtake of the firſt is followed by that of 1 
ock ; 
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Flock: In fine, they judge at random, take things 
upon truſt, and ſtamp Truth and Falſhood with the 
ſame Impreflion ; and ſo leave us no Marks to diſcover 
the Impoſture. 

But again, your Argument is ſo far from enervating 
my Diſcourſe, that it confirms it : People had never 
adored falſe Gods, had they not been firſt perſuaded 
there was a true one; as a Picture ſuppoſes ſome real 
Original, ſo a counterfeit Excellency ſuppoſes a real 
one: Who would counterfeit Guineas, if there be no 
ſuch Coin ? Or cheat the World with falſe Diamonds, 
if there were no true ones in Nature ? The Heathens 
ador'd falſe Gods? I think we may therefore with a 
great deal of Probability infer, that Nature taught them 
there was a; true one. | 
No it's no hard Taſk to convince a Man that will 
Roop to Reaſon, that Polytheiſm might eafily be ſet on 
Foot by Craft, Policy, or Corruption, though the Be- 
lief of one God could not: Fir, To ſatisfy the Senſes, 
Men made God wie: Secondly, To content the lma- 
gination, that could not crowd all the Perfections of 
God in one Idea, they multiplied the Divinity ; then 
Blindneſs growing upon them with the Superſtition, 
thoſe things that were intended to repreſent his Per- 
fefions were applied to Men; and then Darkneſs ſeized 
upon them to that Degree, that they deified Diſeaſes, and 
adored thoſe Obſcenities in their 'Temples, they durſt 
not name in civil Company. Laftly, To favour their 
Paſſions, and to give full Wing to unreaſonable Ap- 
petites, they placed Adulterers in Heaven, Strumpets on 
Altars, and ador'd all Vices, that they might be ex- 
empt from the Practice of all Virtues; for who durſt 
condemn what they adored, or puniſh what they wor- 
ſhipped ? What Crime might not be committed at 
home with Honour and Impunity, that was reverenced 
in the Temples with Proſtitution and Victims? 

But if this Account does not pleaſe you, pray at- 
tend, and I hope you will receive full Satisfaction. 
Polytheiſm is a Sin of the deepeſt Dye, and therefore 
we cannot imagine Men plunged into the very Depth 
of Wickedneſs without previous Diſpoſitions. —_ 
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like natural Bodies, do not ſhoot out in a Moment, but 
leiſurely: Nemo repente fit peſſimus. Idolatry, like all 
other monſtrous Offences, came upon us by Degrees; 
firſt Men carved Statues, then they honoured them, aud 
in fine, ador d 'em; and as the Cauſe of making them 
was various, ſo that of deifying them was alſo: A 
Father, /ays the auiſe Man, afflicted with untimely Mourn- 
ing, when he had made the Image of his Child taken 
away, now honoured him as a God, which was then 
a dead Man; and ſome fell into ſo deſperate an Igno- 
rance, as to erect Statues and Altars to thoſe very Per- 
ſons they mourn'd for ; they conſtituted Ceremonies for 
the Dead as Cures for the Grief of the Living. Sacra 
fafta ſunt que fuerunt affumpta Solatia. Min. Felix. 

In ſome Places Idolatry ſprung from the Pride of 
Princes, who ſubſtituted their Statues to ſupply their 
Preſence, and commanded their Subjects to pay their 
Repreſentative the Reſpect due to their Perſons ; and 
this Worſhip, though civil in its Origin, ſwelled into 
Adoration by the ſervile Flattery of ſome, and the ſtu- 
pendous Blindneſs of others; and when once the 
Gate flew open to Uluſion, Idolatry ruſh'd into the 
World like a Torrent, and bore down all before it. 
Nebuchodonozor would be adored whilſt he lived: Alex- 
ander obtained Worſhip of the Per/ians, but could not of 
his Macedonians ; theſe, to ſet up their Valour, would 
never own their King was a God; the others deified 
their Conqueror, to palliate the Shame of their De- 
feat: The Roman Cz/ars loved rather to be fear'd while 
they lived, than ador'd; they would firſt die before 
they would be thought immortal; and pretended no 
Right to Sacrifices till Death cut off all Claim to Go- 
vernment ; but then the ignorant Multitude and fawn- 
ing Magiſtrate placed their Princes above the Stars, 
and built Temples to thoſe whom they ſtabbed in the 
Senate, or flung into the Common-ſewers. 

In other Places, Polytheiſm and Idolatry came from 
Gratitude ; the People dedicated:Statues to thoſe famous 
Men, who firſt founded their Cities, or improved them, 
who fram'd Laws, or invented Arts; and in Proceſs of 
Time, the exterior Marks of Gratitude became Di- 

vine 
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vine Worſhip : If you doubt of theſe Occaſions, let me 


recommend to your Peruſal Lactantius, Philaſtrius, Ay. 


mobius and Min. Felix, and I am confident you will urge 
no more for Satisfaction: Now if you aſk me why the 
Notion of one God could not be impoſed on Man. 
kind by Ignorance, Stupidity, and Cuſtom, as well as 
Idolatry and Polytheiſm, I can only defire you to 
ſpend a Mement's Reflection on what I have ſaid al. 
ready. | 
. Theom.. I perceive then you will not admit it poſſible 
that any Error can be uuiverſal: Pray do not balance 
= Matter of Fa& with Speculation. Did not all the 
orld believe the Antipodes impoſſible? And do not 
the Clowns of all Nations to this Day take the Moon or 
Sun to be ten times bigger than the fired Stars ? 
- Euſeb. Whether an Error can be univerſal or no, is 
not my Concern ; though Ariſtotlè denies it, and though 
it can never be made out by any Fact, that ſuch an 
Error is poſſible, yet if a Confeſſion will be any Ad- 
vantage to your Cauſe, pray take it ; however, I main- 
tain, that the Perſuaſion of a God cannot poſſibly be 
ſuch ; and I think that the Aſſertion is made pretty 
clear already; yet to ſatisfy Doubts, and to cut off 
all Reply, 1 add an Argument, which has all the Ap- 
pearance of Conviction, 

There is a natural Light in Man's Underſtanding, 
that never deceives him ; but then there is a Prejudice 
that always does; were we exempt from this, we ſhould 
ſeldom be in the Wrong ; and were we diveſted of that, 
we ſhould never be in the Right; we cannot throw 
our Miſtakes on any in-bred Quality of. the Intellect, 
for then falſe Judgments would be natural to it, and 
ſo we might take up with the Sceptics, and doubt of 
all things, or rather we ſhould be aſſured of this alone, 
that we were always in Error. 

There are two Sources of Error, the one exterior, 
which may be reduced to Example, Education, and So- 
phiſtry ; theſe exerciſe a ſtrange Empire on the Under- 
ſanding, they impoſe upon it to Admiration, and al- 
moſt force it into Error by propoſing Objects under 
falſe Light: Hence it comes, that Lewdneſs in hot 

| Countries, 
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Countries, and Drunkeneſs in cold, paſs for Peccadillo s, 
altho' in themſelves they are great Offences: The in- 
terior Cauſes are three, the Senſes, Imagination, and 
Paſſion, and any of theſe are able to propoſe things in 
borrowed Colours, and repreſent them to the Under- 
ſtanding quite different from themſelves ; thus a Star 
— hoon repreſented to us from our Cradle no bigger 
than a Candle, we have found ſome Difficulty to be 
diſabuſed, not being able to reconcile the ſmall Idea we 
take from our Senſe, to that vaſt one we receive from 
Reaſon; our Imagination has been ſo employed in 
Matter, that it gives even Spirits its Properties ; we 
are no more able to imagine our Souls without Exten- 
fion, than a Mountain without a Valley; the Will be- 
mg engaged by Paſſion, biaſſes the Underſtanding, and 
forcing it to judge true whatever ſtands for our Advan- 
tage, leads us into a thouſand Errors; and then 
it is very hard to diſcover the Miſtake, when 'tis 
our Intereſt to be deceived ; Now, I ſay, the univerſal 
Belief of a God cannot be aſcribed either to the exte- 
rior Cauſes of Error, or to the interior: The firſt of the 
Aſſertion ſtands firm on thoſe Reaſons J have already 
brought; the ſecond I prove beyond a Poſſibility of 
doubting. 

The Belief of a Deity cannot with any Colour of 
Reafon be ſuppoſed to flow from any of theſe general 
Origins of Illuſion ; if it be rather contrary than con- 
formable to them, if they rather prompt us to believe 
there is no God, than that there is one; for what Error 
can ſpring from thoſe Cauſes, that have no Proportion 
to it, that rather ſtifle than foment it? Now I appeal 
to Atheiſts themſelves, whether they owe not a great 
Part of their criminal Iucredulity to Senſe, Imagination, 
and Corruption of Heart; they have been ſo — ac- 
cuſtomed to juggle by Senſe, that they ſeem to have 
loſt the Faculty of Reaſoning; they reject, as Sophiſtry 
or empty Speculation, whatever cannot fall under Sen- 
ſation; they tell us, they cannot admit God to be the 


Object of their Faith, becauſe he cannot be that of 


their Senſe ; their Imagination is loſt in the Survey of 


his Eternity aud Immenſity ; they cannot _ to 
em- 
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themſelves any tolerable Idea of his Eſſence, nor what 
he did, nor where he was before the World's Creation; 
and then this Nenplus of the Imagination puzzles the 


Underſtanding, and ſo they deny his Being, becauſe 


they do not conceive his Eflence, Attributes and Oc- 
cupation : In fine the tainted Inclinations that tyrannize 
over the Heart, level all their Engines againſt God's 
Exiſtence, becauſe this Truth curbs their Inſolence, and 
if it does not correct their Irregularity, at leaſt it abates 


their Violence. 


Let therefore all the World, if you pleaſe, for many 


Ages deny the Artipodes, let them believe the fe Stars 


are no bigger than the Flame of a Taper, or that the 
Moon equals the Sun; the very Hypothe/is favours me; 
this univerſal Miſtake aſſures me almoſt above Demon- 
ſtration, that thoſe who confeſs a God are not deluded: 
For fix thouſand Years the Senſes have brought negative 
Arguments againſt the Exiſtence of a Divinity. Ima- 
gination has conjured up a hundred Difficulties, and 
thrown as many Prejudices in our way ; the extreme 
Wickedneſs of moſt Men has made 20 God their Intereſt, 
and it has conquer'd their Deſires, and corrupted theſe 
Wiſhes: Yet in ſpite of Senſe, in ſpite of Imagination, 
maugre all the Bribes of Senſuality, the Flattery of Ap- 
pers and Violence of Paſſions, that always raiſe 

oubts in the Face of Evidence, in the Preſence of 
Demonſtratiou, the Belief of a God has ſtood unſhaken, 
it has ſubdued the moſt obdurate, enlightened the moſt 
ſtupid, ſcared the moſt profligate, and overcome the 
moſt rebellious ; all Nations, in all Ages, have ac- 
knowledged his Being, and even thoſe who pretend to 
be Atheiſts cannot Vas themſelves of Doubts ; their 
Fears are more certain than their Judgment, and they 
quake before the Nothing they laugh at. 

Judge now whether the Belief of a God can be the 
Effect of Prejudice, ſeeing it was upon the very Prin- 
ciples of Error, and maintain its Empire over the 
Judgments of Men, merely becauſe no Prejudice can 
withſtand it. I conclude therefore, this univerſal Con- 
ſent, this harmonious Concord of Men in Cuſtoms dif- 
ferent, oppoſite in Intereſt, and almoſt contrary the one 
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to the other in Complexion, as well as Features, cannot 
roceed from any thing but the Conviction of a Truth 
God breathed into our Souls when he eſpouſed them 
to our Bodies; he twiſted it with our Nature, and ſo 
has fenced it againſt the Aiſaults of Time, Cuſtom, 
and Inclination ; he has aſſured it againſt the falſe In- 
telligence of Senſe, and the confounding Impreſſion of 
Imagination: You may as ſoon debguch the Sun out 
of the Zodiac, as this indelible Truth out of your 
Heart, or diſpute an Æiſuiapian white, as reaſon a God 
into a Chimera: No Armour is Proof againit the Point 
of this Truth, there is no Shelter againſt the Force of 
this invincible Argument, Opiaiouum commenta delet dirs, 
Nature judicia cenfirmat. Lime wears out the Fiction of 
Opinions, and unmaſcs the Falſity of ill-founded Per- 
ſuaßons; but then it corro-orates the Dictates, confirms 
the Judgements of Nature; and when a Notion has 
ſtood the Trial of all Nations, and indured the Tet of 
all Ages, 'tis a Sign it ſprings from Nature, not from 
Caprice or Illuſion. 


DIAL GUE . 


From the univerſal Canſent of Nations, it fallotus, that 
this Prop:fation, there is a Gon, can be no more 
doubtful than this, there was ſuch a Man as 
Caſar. 


2 fanſy, I ſuppoſe, I am come over to 
you, and turn'd a thorough-paced Convert ; 
you have ply'd me ſufficiently with Words, but not at 
all with Reaſons. 

Eujeb, Tis caſier to aſperſe Truth, than to confute 
it: When I began the Conference, if you remember, I 
engaged myſelf to give you convincing Proofs of a 
God, but not Wit to underiiand them: I have done 
my Part, and if they make no Impreſſion, you mutt 
accuſe either your Incapacity or Obſtinacy, not the 
Weakneſs of the Argument. A Man that has no Eyes, 
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or ſhuts them, may grope in the Dark at Noon. day, 
and if he blunders into a Precipice, he muſt diſcharge 
the Sun, and lay his Misfortune on the Indiſpoſition of 
the Organ, or the Folly of his own Will: I have diſ. 
covered Truth, and laid it as open as Demonſtration 
will permit, now you very gravely tell me, you can't 
diſcern it; you may at the ſame Rate accuſe Euclid, 
and turn his 2 enſons into Paralogiſms, you may 
ſay Pythagoras has ſhamed human Reaſon with his fa- 
mous Diſcovery, and that he was too liberal when he 

ave a Hecatemb for a Sophiſm. I tell you again, I 
au not aſſaulted your Judgment with Fallacy or So- 
Phiſm, but with naked Truth : A Child may ſee it, 
and no Man of Reaſon can deny it; it is too evident 
to be overlooked, and too ſtrong to be withſtood ; you 
may as well doubt whether there was ſuch a Prince as 
Cz/ar, as call in queſtion the Being of a Deity. 

Theem. Hold there: I no more doubt of Cz/ar's Be. 
ing, than of my own; it is not in my Power to diſſent 
from either, 

Euſeb. I ſuppoſe you make this public Confeſſion to 
avoid Singularity, or that {ſome under-hand Deſign has 
a greater Stroke in your Conleſton, than Conviction. 

Theom. Nothing but Evidence draws out the Confeſ— 
ſion, I cannot doubt when Demonſtration aſſures me, 
and I muſt waver, if bare Conjectures ſupport me. 

Euſeb. Pray, by which Propoſition of Mathematics 
do you demonſtrate Cæſar was ? 

7 eam. You are in a Vein of Bantering ſurely ; paſt 
Matters of Fact neither require nor are capable of Ma- 
thematical Proofs, they are not to be made out by 
Sigus or Tangents, they ſtand on the Zo/is of Authority, 
and are only conveyed to our Knowledge by Tradition: 
Now I ſuppoſe the joint Conſent of all Men, and all 
Ages, is able to make any paſt Tranſaction credible. 

Enjeb. Your Arnhmetic runs too high; what do you 
talk of ali Men? The tenth Part of Mankiad has 
heard leſs of Cæſar, than of Domingos Voyage to the 
Moon: If you fend Hue and Cry after this great Con— 
queror into the Country, nine Parts of ten will take 


kim ſooner for a Highwayman, than an Emperor, and 
rather 
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rather ſuppoſe he had taken a Purſe, than conquered 
the World: Other Countries of Europe are as little ac- 
quainted with this Hero as ours: He is abſolutely loſt 
to China and Japan; his Feats never ſwarmoover into 
America, and his Obſcurity even in Mia and Africa is; 
far greater than his Renown; his Memory 1s only 
confined to Books, it lives among Pedants and School- 
boys. 

| 1 heem. Tis true, but the Tradition, though not phy- 


fically univerſal, is morally ſo; and this ſuffices to 


make the Fact certain, 

Euſeb. Nay, Sir! J am abſolutely for you, and did 
you not believe there was ſuch a Man as Cæſar, I 
ſhould perſuade you to turn Anchoret, to take up in 
Foreſts, and forſwear all human Society; for in Rea- 
lity, you will be as ill rigged out for Converſation as 
Bu floss or Buxzards ; but then if upon leſs Grounds 
you believe there has been ſuch a Man as Cæſar, why 
do you refuſe to believe a God upon grreater ? | 

7heom. What! Do you pretend the Motives that 
prove a God are more cogent, than thoſe that prove 
Cr/ar has been? 

Enſeb. I do: For not a tenth Part of the World has 
ever heard of Ca/ar, and every Man from the firſt Ori- 
gin of Things, I ſay, every Man that has been able 
to diſcourſe, to link together Anrecedents and Conſe- 
quences, has confeſſed there is a ſupreme Being; fo 
that if we appeal to Number, and put the Iſſue of the 
Controverſy to Vote, the Being of a God carries the 


Day : As there is not Proportion between the Authori- 


ty that ſtands for Cæſar, and that which ſtands for 
God; fo there can be no Compariſon between the 
Certainty of one, and of the other. 

Beſides, thoſe who atteſt Car has feen, had no In-. 
tereſt to deny it ; they got no more by his Being, than 
by his not Being; the one did not advance their For- 
tune, nor the other recoil it : But a conſiderable Part 
of "thoſe who avouch for a God, were intereſted in his 
not Being, they were Men ſunk in Lewdͤneſs, and loft 
in Debauchery, their Hands were dy'd in Blood, Ra- 
pine and Sacrilege, and their Hearts defiled with the 

F 2 molt 


100 The GENTLEMAN Liſtructed. 


moſt crying Abominations ; they wiſhed there was no 
God, becauſe they lived as if there was none; their 
Intereſt voted him down, yet their Judgments could 
not. The Rack of their wounded Coniciences told 
them, there was a God; and though they apprehended 
his Juſtice, they had not the Boldneſs to difown it : 1f 
therefore thoſe Men deſerve more Credit who ſpeak 
againſt their own Intereſts, than thoſe who do not, this 
ſingle Circumſtance makes the Being of God more cer. 
tain than that of Cz/ar. 

Theem. There is Excedens and Exegſum; if we go to 
3 you may perchance gain the Suit, but if to 

vidence, the Cauſe is mine. The Authority of a 
few built on Evidence weighs ten times more than the 
Authority of mary deilitute of Reaſon. Thus the 
Caſe ſtands between you and me; more witneſs for 
God, than for Cæſar; but then the Authority of thoſe 
who maintain a God is ſupported by Fancy alone and 
Caprice. | 

Euſeb. That is, all Men eſpouſed the Belief of a God 
without Reaſon. What! Can a Man affirm ſuch an 
amazing Impoſſibility, and toggle at any thing? 4 
wiſe Man may ſometimes be impoſed on by ſubtle Ap- 
pearances, he may graſp a Shadow for the Subitance, 
and take counterfeit Reaſon, as well as adulterate 
Coin: But to ſay all Mankind took up the Belief of a 
God on a Frolic, without Reaſon, nay, againſt the In- 
tereſt of the greater Part, is to ſuppoſe them ſtruck at 
a clap with the Spirit of Folly and Madneſs ; tis to 
ſuppoſe them irrational, and by Inference, not Men ; 
and what can Fancy frame more prodigious, than that 
a Mari of Parts ſhould believe this epidemical Lunacy 
without any Ground or Reaſon. If Caprice has ſent a- 
bout this Frolic; if it has poſted it away to every Cor- 
ner of the habitable World ; methinks we have right to 
expect it may play little Pranks in things of another 
Nature. Why have the Gentry never yet flung Texv- 
ſeury Maſtard Balls into their own Houles, and toiled 
the Frenzy through the whole Nation ? Why have they 
never conſpired the Ruin of Vintners by withdrawing 


their Cuſtom, or ſuppreſſed the Iuus of Court by __ 
pourg 
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poſing Law Suits a Pamiable? Could we fee Aſſocia- 
tions carry on theſe pretty Frolics, we might perchance 
have ſome Inclination to think more univerſal were 
poſſible ; but till you give me an Inſtance, you mult par- 
don my Incredulity. 

Now 'tis time to take into Conſideration your pre- 
tended Advantage : The Proofs for Cz/ar's Being are 
reſolved, ſay you, into the Evidence of Senſe, thoie 
for God's Exiſtence are not; therefore the Authority 
that ſtands for Cx/ar, exceeds that which ſtands for 
God, in the ſame Proportion that Certitude, drawn from 
the Perceptions of Senſe, ſurpaſſes the Certitude taken 
from any other Faculty. 

Firſt, Suppoſing the Evidence which ſtands for C-/ar 
be greater, tis fal'e Logic to conciude, that the Evi- 
dence of a God, grounded on the moſt univerſal Con- 
ſent that ever was in the World, is inſufficicut to fe 
cure a wiſe Man from Doubt: For certainly ſomething 
below ſupreme Evidence will ſuffice; and it you wil 
not grant me this, it evidently follows, you can be {we 
of nothing but what you ſee; for the Experience of 
your own Eycs is ten times more convincing than that 
of another, let it be applied to you by the moſt full 
Authority that can be imagined. 

Secondly, You cannot refuſe your Aﬀent to the Ex- 
iſtence of a God upon account that the univerial Au- 
thority of Mankind is not founded on Senſation: For 
then you undermine and blow up the Fcundation of 
Atheiſm, and apeſtatize from Incredulity; for either vou 
are an Epicurean, or Ariſtotelian Atheiſt, id , you be- 
lieve the World was compoſed Jy Chance of Atoms, 
or was ab æterno: Take which you pl-aſe ; if the fiirk, 
pray tell me, did you ever ſee thoſe Am! Did you 
ever view their Motion? Was you preſent when they 
danced the Hay; or produced the World by a Turn of 
Parraby Did at leaſt eitner Epicurius or Democritus al 
lure their Scholars they ſaw this Scutfe ? Can they tell 
us the Names of their Generals ; the Number of their 
Squadrons, or Battalions ? How long the Conflict laſt- 
ed? And upon what Articles the Peace was agreed on? 
If tze ſecond, I defire to know what ocular Certainty 
you have of the World's Eternity ; could any Man te 
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preſent at this ſtrange Production before he was, id ef, 
could he exiſt before Eternity? Theſe Things go down 
with Ahei/ts without chewing, without Examen ; they 
believe 'em, though nobedy ever ſaw 'em, and what 
is yet more admirable, without any Authority to re. 
commend 'em, nay, in ſpite of Authority, and againſt 
the moſt evident Conviction of Reaſon; but when the 
Queſtion 1s to believe a God upon the univerſal Con- 
ſent of all Nations, backed with all the Force of Rea. 
ſon, they beg our Pardon, they cannot captivate their 
Underſtanding to the Belief of a thing that has never 
Leen ſeen ? Is this to build on Principles? Yet, without 
doubt, you treat Principles as the Preſbyterians did the 
Government in Forty-two, who pretended to ſettle it on 
a ſtable Bottom, yet fairly overturned it. 

Thirdly, Did you not tell me, you required ſuch 
Proofs only for a God as the Matter was capable of ? 
That he muſt be a Fool or a Madman, that would not 
believe there was ſuch a Place as Conſtantinople, unleſs 
it could be demonſtrated by Mathematics; or denied a 
God, becauſe he did not ſee him? For to believe the 
Being of Conffantineple upon no other Terms than De 
merſiration, or of God upon no Evidence but that of 
Senſe, is to require a Conviction not poſſible; for God 
cannot be ſeen by a corporeal Eye, nor can the Being 
of Conſtantinotle be evidenced by Euclid: So that the 
Authority for a God cannot be enervated, becaufe it 
is not reſolved into Senſe : For ſuppoſe he did exiſt, 
ard ſtrived to manifeſt himſelf to Mankind, he never 
could expoſe his Eſſence to the Eye, ſo that you mull 
either ſay ſuch a corporeal Teſtimony is not neceſſary 
for a thorough Conviction of his Being, or that his 
Omnipotency cannot ſuſiiciently manifeſt it; take which 
you will; that cuts off your Retreat, and this plunges 
you into the Abyſs of Abſurdity and Blaſphemy. 

Feurthly, Though Cæſar was the Object of Senſe, 
this Circumſtance cannot poſſibly have any Influence on 
your Belief ; This ſtands merely on the Baſis of Au- 
thority ; for if J aſk you, why you believe there was 
ſuch a Man as Cæſar! You muſt anſwer, becauſe 709 
and others lived and converſed with him: If 1 ly 
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farther, how you know they liv'd and convers'd with 
him ? You mult reply, becauſe they ſay ſo in their 
Writings : So that the ultimate Motive of your Be- 
lief is their Authority, partly deriv'd to you by their 
Books, partly by the concurring Teſtimony of inter- 
vening Azes ; and this will appear more palpably, if 
we ſunpole Tully and the reſt of thoſe Authors, who 
tell us they were particularly acquainted with Cæſar, 
in reality never knew him, and ſo impos'd on the next 
Age, which propagated the Cheat by a continual Tra- 
dition down to our Days: For {till in this [7yorheg/rs you 
would believe there was ſuch a Man as Cæſar. Why? 
Becauſe you have the ſame Authority; ſo that their 
ſecing Car, or not ſeeing him, has no Influence on 
your Aticent, their Word and Credit alone ſways your 
Judgment. 


But, Lay, I ſay that God hath been both ſeen and 
heard, as much as a Spirit can poſſibly be of thoſe 
Senſes, and ſo the Authority of a God is not only of 
a-farther Extent than that for Cæſar, but it alſo leans 
on Reaſon ; and what makes moſt for our preſent 
Purpoſe, on the Evidence and Convidion of Senſe. 

Theom. This indeed is a hardy Undertaking, and wor- 
thy of ſuch a Eero; if you bring it to a happy Con- 
cluſion, you will undermine Aubeiſin, or at leaſt con- 
found it. But I doubt of the Succeſs, and I fear your 
Enterprize will vaniſh into Miſcarriage. 

Euſcb. For all that, Sir, I do not deſpond : Your 
prophetic Enthuſiaſm will prove in the End as fal— 
lible as your Reaſons, and you will be as much out 
of your Proguoſtication, as your Fhiloſophy. 

I will not here inſiſt upon all the Appearances Cod 
has been pleas'd to make in this World, ſince he 
created it: I ſingle out one, which Infidelity itſelf 
muſt believe : *Tis recorded in the 19th Chapter of 
Exodus, and happen'd three Months after that miracu- 
lous Delivery of the Children of Mael from the Ser- 
vitude of the Exyftians. I do not pretend to impoſe 
this Book on your Belicf as the Word of God ; you 
might then perchance accuſe me of your own Faults, 


F 4 and 


z ů 


and ought to belicve there is a God. 


104 The GENTLEMAN Iaſtructed. 


and fay I only prove the Tee by begging the Queſtion in 
Debate : Take it as a Story, and fling it not among 
the Fables, till you have prov'd it one. 

When the Hoſt of Mael, ſays Mass, came into the 
Deſart of Sinai, it encamp'd in the ſame Place, juſt 
againſt the Mountain; then God commanded Maſes to 


tell the People, that within three Days he would de- 


icend upon the Mountain, and talk to the Army : The 
third Day the Clouds began to gather, Thunder roar'd, 
Lightning flaſh'd, and ccleſtial Trumpets ſtruck all the 
Army with Fear and Amazement; then God came 
Gown in the Shape of Fire, and the Mountain open'd 
a Scene of Terror; the Army trembled, and all the 
Jeaus funk under the awing Majeſty of their Creator; 
they heard his Voice, they ſaw the Flames that envi- 
ron'd him, they were both dazzled and frighted with 
his Glory, and ſo deputed D/zs to know his Will, and 
to receive his Commands: He took his Brother Aaron, 
and Seventy-two others, who all ſaw the God of Mae; 
At trod on a Foottool compos'd of Saplüres like a fe- 
rene Sky. This is in Subſtance the Narration of 
Nals, and the Circumilances of this glorious Appari- 
tion: It cou'd not be a Trick of State to fright the 
Al;6ile into Obedience, no ſubtle Invention contriv'd 
in a Cloſet, or reſolv'd on at a Counſel-Table ; here 
was no acting under Board, or out of Sight, three 
Tviillions of Men were Spectators, and that they might 
not afterwards take it for a Dream, or ſuſpect it for 
Illuſion, it continu'd many Days; ſo that they had 
time for Examen and Criticiſm. 

Now J argue thus; there was, you ſy, ſuch a Man 
as Czjar, and you believe it, becauſe that Tradition, 
which conveys down to you this Truth, is reſolv'd into 
Senſe, which cannot be deceiv'd ; but a more univerſal 
Tradition conveys down to us the Being of a God, and 
this may be alſo refolv'd into Senſe ; therefore the Au- 
thority for a God is greater than that for Cæſan; there- 
fore, if upon Authority reſolv'd into Senſe, you be- 
lieve there was ſuch a Man as Cæſar, upon a more 
univerſal Authority reſolv'd alſo into Senſe, you may 
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Team. I ſappoſe, if there be a God, he is neither 
Smoak nor Fire; if then thoſe old Gentlemen ſaw 
Smoak and Fire only, they could not fee God; nay, 
he is neither made of Sapphires, nor falls under Shape 
or Figure. : 

Eujeb, What does this Anſwer prove, but that A- 
theiſts uſe their Reaſon to abuſe it? You cry out for 
Evidence of Senſe, I ſend you to Myfes for Satisfaction, 
you read a Piece of the 19th Chapter, ſhut the Book, 
and then with great Coolneſs tell me, the Maelites ſaw 
not God, but Fire and Smoak ; and 'tis true ; but God 
was under that Fire and Smoak; he has no Organs, 
vet fram'd a Voice; and how will you have him ma- 
nif't himſelf to Senſe, but by ſomething that lies 
hin tue Sphere of Senſe ? Alas, Sir, a Spirit is too 
thin to entertain our Eyes or Ears, 'tis removed out of 
their Ken; the one faſtens on Colours, and the other 
on sound, and boch bring us Intelligence from Mat- 
ter: It ſuch Evidence will not ſatisfy you, all I can 
tay is, Atheiits are a ſtubborn Generation, and no- 
thi; but Hell-fice will render them ſupple ; we may 
pry for them indeed, but cannot hope to convert 
ein. 

But, Sir, thoſe Gentlemen who convers' d with Cz/ar, 
what did they ſce ? 

7 heom. What ſhould they ſee but Cæſar? 

Eujeb. Was Czjar 2 Subſtance, or a Complex of 
Accidents ? 

Theom. You have left the Pulpit to fit in the Chair of 
the Scorner; Hecauſe you cannot reaſon me into an Im- 
pertinence, you will try to laugh me into one. Well, 
Ce/ar wis a Subſtance, as we are. 

Euſcb. ] ſuppoſe he was neither Colour nor Sound. 

Theom. That is certain. 

Euſeb. And pray what have you ever ſeen but Co- 
lour; or what have you ever heard but Sound? By 
your own Confeſſion, therefore, Cz/ar has neither been 
teen or heard: So that we are iti!) upon pretty equal 
Terms. I do not ſay this Compariſon runs on al! Four, 
there may be found ſome Diſparity, but it will not in- 
validate the Retortion : For 1 find no Difference, bur 
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1 that thoſe Accidents Cz/ar appear'd under, were na- 
li tural to him, whereas thoſe that inveſted the Divinity 
1 were not. 
1 7 heom. Pray ſatisfy a Doubt or two; the Story is ſtale, 
8 and being tois'd about three thouſand Years, probably 
18 loſt nothing. Again, this ſtrange Paſſage might be 
| | foiſted into the Text by a crafty Rabbi; and in Time, 
| | what Aſſurance have you the Fact is true? : 
| Euſeb. Firſt, The Story is ancient; true: But then 
if - Antiquity and Truth are not I hope incompatable ; 
though Pictures may miſrepreſent by Nearneſs or Diſ- 
| tance, Hiſtory has no ſuch nice Point as Proſpective: If 
[ It had, Atheiſm would lie under no favourable Circum- 
| ſtances, it would have no Play for itſelf, no, not the 
| h Skirmiſh of Atoms, or the World's eternal Duration : 
For without doubt, the Battle between theſe inviſible 
= Legions was fought before Meſes's Days; and then 'tis 
i | pretty clear, Eternity is of a ſtaler Date then Exodus: 
| If therefore the Antiquity of the Story ſtartles your Be- 


„ lief, the Relation of the World's Beginning by the 
1 fortuitous Coition of Atoms, or its independent Ex- 

iſtence from Eternity, puzzles mine: *Tis ridiculous 

and unreaſonable to except againſt a Fact or Book, 
merely becauſe they are ancient; for if the Excep- 
tion be rece:vable, you muſt fling up all Right to 
your Cz/ar, we muſt thake Hands with Livy, giving up 
| Plutarch, and confine our Reading as well as Credit 
Ii to new Almanacts or Gazettes. 

Mi Again, a Fact that has brav'd Time, that has flood 
$f the Criticiſm of four thouſand Years, and triumph'd 
It over all the Examens of intervening Ages, carries a 
certain Air of Truth, that makes Impreſſion on the 

[| moſt obdurate Underſtanding ; whereas upſtart Facts 
Kiſh are rather examin'd by Paſſion than Reaſon, they are 

i maintain'd and deny'd by oppoſite Intereſts ; both ſides 
16 raiſe a Duſt, and then in the Dark 'tis hard to diſtin- 
Wir guiſh Truth from Falſhood. The very Story I men- 
| [ tion'd has ſharpened the Pens and excrcis'd the Wits 

| of all Ages; all thoſe Pagan Philoſophers that entered 
| | the Liſts againſt Chriſtianity, firſt ſtruck at the Penta- 
| 1 teuch, they aim'd at the Jew! Law, to wound * 
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of Jaſus Chrift ; but their Attempts were baulk ' d, they 
fell in the Enterprize; and when they could not diſ- 
prove the Fact, they blacken'd it, and aſcribed that to 
the Power of Magic which could only be the Effect 
of the Omnipotent. You have the Liberty to ſteer by 
their Example, you may father this Apparition on the 
Devil, but then what will you gain but Confuſion ; 
For if you admit a Devil directly, you grant a God by 
Illation; a Devil and a God are in a manner Corre- 
latives. 

To the ſecond; if this Apparition might be foiſted in 
by a crafty Rabbi, by the fame Reaſon all thoſe Paſ- 
ſages in ancient Authors, where Cæſar is mention'd, 
might have been foiſted in alſo ; ſo that if a bare Poſ- 
ſibility has Force againſt me, it has as much againſt 
you: Beſides, if we conſider the Care the eas took 
to avoid ſich Surpriſes, we may be morally aſſur'd, 
no Corruption, no Alteration could poſſibly be con- 
trivd : T'welve Copies were taken for the Twelve 
Tribes, then every Tribe drew as many more, 2s 
there were particular Synagogues in each Tribe ; nor 
was tais Taſk committed to the Care of private Co- 
pies, but to Notories, Scribes, and Overſeers appointed 
by public Authority; when every Copy was rev:ew'd 
by the waole Congregation, twas laid up in the Trea- 
ſury of the Temple, under divers Locks, nor was it 
lawful for any without Commiſſion to touch them: Be- 
hdes, to obviate Falſiſications, the Laws of the Land 
puniſh'd with pretent Death thoſe who ſhould dare to 
add, to diminiſh, alter, or corrupt the ſacred Text: 
What can ſecure a Book more againſt Corruption, 
than ſo great a Circumſpection, ſo great a Caution? 
Or can you prove that any profane Hiſtorian was fenced 
ſo ſtrongly againſt the Aſlaults of Time; or the Miſtakes 
of I2norance or Malice ? | 

To the third; I have all the Aſſurance the Fact is 
true, as the thing is capable of, without a ſpecial Re- 
veiation : It was not acted in Darkneſs, but in the 
Sight of three Millions of Men: This SpeQacle mixt 
with Terror and Majeſty, did not flaſh by, like a 
Lightning, but continued many Days; fo that the 
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People laid not under a Surpriſe, but had time to call 
all things to a cool Examen: Again, this Apparition 
mov'd them to receive a Law clog'd with Ceremonies, 
and fill d with Precepts: We may eaſily ſuſpect the 
Preſence of their Maſter rather forc'd them to accept 
it, than their Inclination, and that they ſubmitted to 
the Yoak with Regret, becauſe they caſt it off in a 
Moment. Now what three Millions ſaw and heard, 
Mas committed to Writing; then he read the whole 
Law to the People, who ſwore to obey it: From theſe 
Spectators, partly by written Tradition, and partly by 
oral, we have receiv'd the Fact; ſome have de- 
tended the Truth of the whole Book with their Blood, 
and the moſt learned Men of the World with their 
Pens, What greater Proof can, not Reaſon only, but 
Obſtinacy require ? Compare the Certainty you have 
of Cz/ar, with the Evidence J have brought for this, 
and you will find it inferior: Three Millions ſaw God 
and heard him, not haif that Number had a Sight of 
Cz/er, in all Probability; and as few ever heard his 
Voice: The Authority for the one, is at leaſt as great, 
as that for the other: No Man had any Intereſt to 
deny Cæſar, a thouſand to deny the Books of Maßes, 
that have endeavour'd to ſuppreſs, and confute them. 
Emperors have pointed the Pagan Arguments with 
Swords, Racks, and the Horror of moit cruel Tor- 
ments, yet Chriſtians, without Number, have rather 
expos'd their Bodies to the Flames, than thoſe Books 
to the Fury of Exeeutioners ; they choſe rather to 
loſe their Lives, than deny thoſe Truths they contain'd: 
Now mutt not thoſe People be pretty ſure, who prove 
Truths with their Blood? Who defend Facts, not with 
a Syllogiſm, but the Torture; and preſs home their 
Arguments with Suffering? This way of Diſpute per- 
chance may not agree with your Temper, and, I be- 
lieve, you would rather deliver up your Cz/ar, than 
hang for him; but however, you may meaſure the 
Value other Men put on their Lives, by the Price you 
rate your own at; and you may conclude, they would 
never part with them without good Reaſon, and an ur- 
gent Neceſlity : In fine, we may ſately projume hg 
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Fact is true, becauſe all Antiquity has thought ſo, and 
tis Madneſs to oppoſe our Paſſion, or reaſon againſt 
the Reaſon of the Chriſtian World. 

Theom. You grant ſome have queſtion'd thoſe Books, 
and by conſequence the Fact in Controverſy; but no 
body has been ſo abandon'd of common Senſe, as to 
ſtart a Doubt about the Being of Cz/ar ; therefore if a 
Fact never queſtion'd be more certain than one that has 
been controverted, in ſpite of all your Arguments, 
tis more certain there was ſuch a Man as Cz/ar, than 
that God appear'd to the People of 1/rae/. 

Euſeb. The queſtioning the Fact does not take off 
trom its Certainty ; unleſs the Motives on which it 
ſtands be found doubtful and weak upon Trial. ls the 
Poſſibility of Motion leſs certain becauſe Zeno deny'd 
it? Is this Principle, quid libet eft vel noh eff, leſs evi- 
dent, becauſe ſome doting Philoſophers abjur'd it ? 
Are you tempted to ſay, Snow is black, becauſe a 
Fool affirm'd it? No, Sir: In ſpite of thoſe filly 
Coxcombs, theſe things ſtand ſtill upon their antient 
Bottom ; and will, till Men pull out their Eyes, or 
turn off their Reaſon. If the Being of Cz/ar has never 
been brought to Examen, tis becauſe Mankind has no 
Intereſt in him : Whether he was, or was not, brings 
no Alteration into the World ; things go on after the 
ſame Method in either Hypotheſis: And though in- 
deed he made ſome Figure eighteen hundred Years 
ago, he makes none at preſent, but on the Stage: 
But ſhould a Gentleman put in Claim to ſome Eſtate 
in Vertue of a Grant from Julius Ce/ar, our Lawyers 
would not only plead Preſcription againſt it, but prove 
by the Statutes even of Villiam the Third, his famous. 
Expedition into Britany was the pure Invention of Re- 
cuſants, Enemies to the Government; nay, that the 
very Perſon is Fiction, Impoſture and Deſign. Tis 
not more certain there was ſuch a Man as Cz/ar, than 
that God appear'd to the People of 1/-ae/. 

A Gentleman in ſome Diforder fetching up a great 
Steh: Alas, Sir, ſaid he to Euſebius! What do you 
mean? Why raiſed you Ghoſts from the other World 
© haunt poor Creatures, and have no Power to con- 
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jure them down? Muſt our Torment make up your 
Diverſion ? Can't you be pleaſed unleſs we are frighted ? 
Nor at eaſe unleſs we groan upon the Torture? The 
moſt happy Life deſerves rather Pity than Envy; and 
what we can procure by a thouſand Cares, is only to 
render ourſelyes leſs miſerable : Why then do Divines 
continually importune us with ftrange Diſcoveries of 
another World? Why damp they our Pleaſure with 
Stories of Hell, and terrify our Imagination with ghaſtly 
Landſcapes of a tormenting Eternity ? Either prove 
theſe amazing Tenets ſo clearly that we cannot deny 
them, or promiſe Silence that we may not hear them, 
Your Arguments raiſe Doubts, but cannor quell them ; 
they alarm my Fears, but have not the Power to diſ- 
fipate them. 

Alas! Sir, replied Eu/cbius, what would the Silence 
of Divines avail, unleſs you could gag Nature, and 
filence your Conſcience ? 'Though you fly from the 
Commerce of Men ; though you mew yourſelf up in 
Rocks and Dens, the very Stones proclaim his Being ; 
the Winds whiſper it, and Solitude proteſts you are 
within God's Dominion. Omnes homines wident Deum; 
the very Blind ſee him, and the Deaf hear him. 

"Tis ſtrange, anſwer'd the Gentleman, that ſo many 
flaſhing Wits in the Court and Town ſhould overlook 
ſo long this Divinity, which ſtands before them. Muſt 
they put out their Eyes to ſee him, or turn Fools to 
find him ? 

I doubt not, ſaid Eaſebius, but Whitehall and Kenſing- 
ton are well ftock'd with Wits. I grant-the Town 1s not 
unprovided ; but then I maintain their Blindneſs proves 
a God, and that Infidelity is a juſt Puniſhment of their 
Crimes. For make a Survey of all thoſe Wits, and 
you will find them not only without Grace, but al- 
moſt without Conſcience. So ſoon as their Reaſon 
bloom'd, they proftituted their Innocence, and ſhew'd 
they were Men, by aQting. like Devils. As Alex- 
anden counted the Battles he fought by the Wounds 
he received; ſo theſe may calculate up the Mo- 
ments of their Lives by the Enormities they com- 
mit: Every Action affronts Nature, and cries aloud for 


Vengeance. If therefore there be an Author of Na- 
| ture, 
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ture, is it not juſt he ſhould take the Cauſe of Nature 
in Hand, and revenge the Injury on thoſe that did it? 
And what more terrible Revenge can he take, than to 
ſtrike thoſe blaſphemous Salmaneans, thoſe impure Sar- 
danapalus's as he did the Sodemites, with the Spirit of 
Blindneſs ? Percuſſit eos cœcitate a minimo uſque ad maximum: 
Then to withdraw the Light of his divine Face from 
their Eyes, and ſo to permit them to walk in Darkneſs 
and Ignorance, and then only to acknowledge their 
Errors, when they feel the Puniſhment of their 
Crimes ? 

Now that their Infidelity cannot proceed either from 
want of Motives, or of Wit, 'tis pretty evident. They 
have the Conſent of Mankind, d %%, of Nature: They 
have the Confeſſion of their Coniciences from within, 
the Teſtimony of every Creature from without. Theſe 
glare ſuch a Light on the moſt ſtupid Underſtanding, 
that they cannot reſiſt the Force of the Impreſſion. Your 
Firſt-rate Wits of the Court examine, you ſay, all thoſe 
Arguments ; they contemplate the great World, and the 
leſs; they turn up every Stone, and ranſack every 
Corner of the Univerſe, without being able to diſcover 
any Traces of a Deity. What can you infer, but that 
there is a God above, who takes an Inventory of the 
Actions of the Children of Men, who puniſhes their 
Rapines, their Impurities and Blaſphemies here, by 
confounding their Judgments, who caſts ſuch a Gloom 
over their Underſtandings, that they can't ſee what 
Children diſcern ; that they grope in Darkneſs, whilſt 
they walk in Light, and call out for Proofs of his 
Being, whilft they are ſurrounded, and almoſt oppreſſed 
with Demonſtrations? In a Word, Sir, do not conclude 
there is no God, becauſe the topping Genius's of the 
Court do not fee him; ſay rather there is one, becauſe 
they do not ſee what all the World, both civilized and 
uncivilized, ſee and adore ; ſay their Ignorance is a juſt 
Puniſhment of their ſcandalous and provoking Offences, 
and that the only way left theſe abandon'd Debauchees 
to come to the Knowledge of a God, is to take off the 


Curſe by flying to Repentance, 
He 
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He was going on, but Theomachns interrupted him: 


"Tis time, ſaid he, to ſound a Retreat, we have been 
this Morning on hot Service. After ſome Civilies Ei- 
bius left the Company, and the next Day took up again 
the Conference, which continued ſome Days. 


DIALOGUE XVI. 


| The ſecond Pros, drawn from the Exiſtence of the 
| Nord, which by unqueſtionable Authority is ſhewn to 
| have been made. 


| Euſeb. I Have proved the Exiſtence of a God from the 
innate Characters of his Being, ſtampt on the 

Hearts of Men; I come now to a ſecond Proof, which 
he has laid before our Eyes, that he might convince our 
Senſes, as well as our Reaſon, and manifeſt himſelf by 
his Works to the Incredulous, ſeeing he cannot appear 
! in Perſon. We ſee a moſt ſtately Fabric called the 
World, vaſt in Extent, and admirable for Beauty : The 

| Earth is ſtock'd with innumerable Beaſts, the Air with 
Birds, the Sea with Fiſhes ; ſome ſeem made merely 

for Man's Profit, others for his Pleaſure, and many tor 

| Oftentation. The Firmament glitters with a thouſand 
f Luminaries, their Bulk vies with their Luſtre, and their 
1 Beauty with both: The Sun dazzles us with his Glory, 
| and over-powers our feeble Eyes with an Exceſs of 
Majelty ; tis the grand Abitrator of Time; it divides 

„ Moments into Ages, Vears, Months, and Days; it re- 
ulates Seaſons, preſcribes Bounds to Winter, and 
Limits to Summer; and by its Acceſs and Receſs makes 
'em The Moon, with her bright Legions of Stars, 
| that ſpangle the Firmaments, gilds Darkneſs, and filvers 
x over thoſe Shades of Horror, and fo turns Night itſelf 
into a Theatre of Pleaſure :- But what raiſes my Amaze- 
ment 1s, that this gigantic Machine is compoſed of al- 
moſt infinite Parts; yet all are ſo artificially contrived, 
BH that one fits exactly the other; nay, they are endow'd 
| with contrary Inclinations, they are always at Variance, 
they 
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they draw into the Field one againſt the other, yet thoſe 

articular Feuds hinder not an univerſal Peace, nor 
thoſe private Diſcords a general Harmony. Now, Sir, 
| alk you from whence this glorious Piece of Architecture 
came? Who laid the Foundations of the Earth ? Who 
raiſed the towering Mountains, and hung thoſe vaſt re- 
ſplendent Bodies of the Sun, Moon, and Stars in thoſe 
liquid Regions above? Who azur'd the Firmament: 
Who enamel'd the Meadows with a thouſand different 
Flowers, that embalm the Air, raviſh the Sky, and per- 
fume the Smell? 

Theom. Indeed the World is a lovely Fabric, and the 
Contrivance ſeems admirable, ſo that ſome have fa- 
ther'd the Work upon an infinite Wiſdom : I confeſs 
this Opinion is more plauſible than true; it goes down 
with the unthinking Vulgar, yet Men who hate to take 
things upon Truſt, who ſtick not on outward Appear- 
ances, but follow Effects up to their Origin, are 
of a different Sentiment. 

Some ſay it cauſed itſelf; but, methinks, this is a 
Piece of the rudeſt Nonſenſe that ever was invented, it 
makes a thing act before it was, and gives a Being be- 
fore it had any ; nay, it ſuppoſes a thing to be, and 
not to be, the ſame Inſtant; and ſo allows of a Con- 
tradition, which is to out-ſhoot Abſurdity itſelf. 

Others are inclined to Epicurus's and Demecritus's 
Syſtem ; theſe ſay the Matter is eternal, which havin 
an infinite Space to ſupport it, began to ſcour about, — 
after a thouſand Encounters by a moſt happy Caſualty, 
chop'd upon this regular Frame: Indeed a Man muſt 
be of a very credulous Complexion, that can ſwallow 
this Folly; 'tis to loſe time to enter upon a Confuta- 
tion: Methinks ſometimes we might ſee Books com- 
poſed by Chance, as well as this great Folio of the 
World; and Pictures alſo may ſtart up by ſprinkling the 
Colours at random. 

Others, in fine, maintain the World is eternal a /, 
without any other Cauſe but its own Nature ; 'tis a ne- 
ceſſary Being, and independent; and as it had no Be- 
umu ſo it can never have an End : Tis in vain to 
run after a Cauſe diſtinct from its own Nature, it is its 

own 


* 
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own Architect and Work, the one is the ſame with the 
other. To theſe Philoſophers I give my Approbation, 
this 1s my Sentiment ; you have Liberty to bring your 
Exceptions againſt it. 

. Eufeb. ] ſay the World was made in Time, an in- 
finite Being drew it out of the State of pure Poſubility, 
and placed it in that of Aqtuality : His Power ſtretched 
out the Heavens, and ſpread a Canopy of Azure, em- 
broider'd with Stars, over the Earth: Wiſdom con- 
triv'd the Parts, and with a {tupendous Artifice put them 
together: His Goodneſs prompted him to communicate 
himſelf to a Multitude of Creatures; his Prudence 
mark'd out the Employment of every Part of the Crea- 
tion; it aſſign'd them their Work, and appointed them 
their Stations. Suppoſing there was a God, this Ac- 
count would be very reaſonable; for this great Work 
would not excecd the Skill of the Workman, infinite in 
Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs. 

Now the preſent Controverſy can be decided only by 
two Ways, either by Authority or Reaſon. If there- 
fore Authority ſtands by me, and not at all for you; 
if ſolid Reaſon takes my Side, and wholly abandons 
yours; and if beſides you are not only deſerted by 
Reaſon, but preſſed by thoſe very Difficulties, or 
Treater, you oppugn me with, I hope you will be fo 
juſt to Reaſon and yourſelf, as to come over to Truth, 
and to confeſs and adore that God you now deny. Let 
me therefore aſk you, is your own Opinion back'd with 
Authority ? 

Theom. I confeſs the Authority is not full nor cogent, 
yet all Ages have furniſh'd Men, who ſtood up for the 
World's Eternity : Neither indeed ought we to put 
the Iſſue of the Cauſe upon Authority, in ſuch an end- 
leſs Series of Ages, many unforeſeen and unavoidab'e 
Accidents may eaſily have interrupted the Courſe of 
Tradition, as Plagues, and Inundations, which without 
doubt have more than once almoſt depeopled the World, 
and turn'd it into a Solitude: Beſides, want of Tradi- 
tion for the World's Eternity rather proves it was eter- 
nal than not: For if the World was always peopled, 
there could be no common Spring from whence the 

Tradition 
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Tradition could firſt riſe, and then ſpread over the 
Univerſe. 

Eujeb. I grant the World's Eternity may have found 
Abettors in moſt Ages, but their Authority is inſuffi- 
cient ; there were a certain kind of fanatic Philoſo- 

hers like our Atheiſts, who lived on Fancy, and open'd 
by Imagination; they examined Facts by Caprice, and 
founded their Tenets on mere Conjectures, but yet their 
Opinion favours not yours. For though Ariſtotle was a 
great Stickler for the World's Eternity, and, as he con- 
telſes, the firſt of all Philoſophers that broach'd the 
Whim; yet he acknowledges it was made by God, 
and flowed from his Power, as Light from the Sun ; 
yet this Hypothe//s ſeem'd fo oppoſite to the received 
Opinion of all Greece, that an Action of Blaſphemy 
was brought in againſt him, Conimb. I. 8. Phyfic. c. 2. 
Lund unum Deum docuiſſet contra Patrios ritus de Idolis & 
multitudine Deorum, & quod Mundum ſempiternum enun- 
ciſiſet, quem initio Temparis conditum tota Græcia putabat : 
And the Epicureans, who held the Matter eternal, 
thought it far more conſonant to Reaſon, to leave the 
rare Contrivance and Diſpofition of the World to 
Chance, which finiſh'd and put the lait Hand to this 
admirable Architecture in Time, than to aſcribe its 
Origin to any inherent Independency, 


Si nulla fuit Genitalis Origo 
Terrarum & Cali, ſemperq: æterna fuere, 
Cur ſupra bellum Thebanum & funeraà Tree 
Non alias alii quog; res cecinere Poctæ. 
Thus an Epicurean Poet. 


And I think I may defy you to produce one ancient Phi- 
loſopher, one Man of Senſe, that ever durſt take upon 
him the Defence of your Thefis; and yet we ſcarcely 
find any other Abſurdity without an Advocate; but to 
clap Independency on a Being, whoſe Perfections are 
confined, ſeems too monſtrous an Enterprize to wiſe 
Men, ſo contrary to the firſt Principles of Reaſon, that 
they durſt not undertake it. You do therefore well to 
put your Cauſe upon Reaſon, for you muſt loſe it, if 

you 
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you ſtand to the Verdict of Tradition: Indeed, as you 
ſay, if the World had been eternal, the Memory of its 
Eternity might have been buried in an endleſs Series of 
Revolutions and Succeſſors; but what does this prove? 
Only what might have happened, not what really is 
to come to pals. 

What you ſay is true, viz. that if the World was 
always peopled, there conld not poſſibly be any com- 
mon Spring from whence the T wal? wes ſhould firlt riſe, 
and therefore no Tradition for the World's Eternity can 
be expected; this, I ſay, though ſuppoſed true, can 
avail you nothing againſt a poſitive Tradition that the 
World was made, and had a Beginning. 

Theom. And how do you make it out? 

Euſeb. As paſt Matters of Fact are made out, vi. 
by Hiſtory: And in the firit Place, 4ri/ot/s quoted 
above does acknowledge that the moſt ancient Writers 
held the World was made, and that Tradition did con- 
firm People in the Perſuaſion, that God made all things: 
The Scythians and Egyptians were of this Opinion, the 
Indians and Phenicians concurred with them; to ſay no- 
thing of the Grecians, who look'd upon the contrary 
Opinion as Innovation, nay, and a kind of Hereiy, or 
Blaſphemy. . | 

And if we take a Turn into America, if we enter the 
Foreſts and Wilderneſſes of this vaſt Region, we ſhall 
find the Peruwians, and other Barbarians, of this Senti- 
ment : Indeed ſome had very extravagant Notions of 
the Creation; but what can be expected from Men 
half turn d Beaſts, but Extravagance ? Yet they con- 
curred with us in this, that God fram'd and modell d 
the World. 

Secondly, The firſt Hiſtorian, and as authentic as ever 
writ, gives a long Account of the World's 22 
in Genefs, I do not intend to put this Book upon 
you as divinely inſpired, give it but the Credit of a 


Hiſtory; this I only aſk, and this you cannot refuſe 


with Juſtice, ſeeing he has been eſteem'd by the Zeus 
and Chriſtians not only as a divine Hiſtorian and Le- 
gillator, but alſo as a Prophet. 


Now 
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Now ſuppoſing the World was created, 'tis natural to 
think the firſt Man would leave his Children, and thoſe 
to their Poſterity, a Tradition of ſo remarkable a Tranſ- 
action; nor could this Conveyance be hard, eſpecially 
when in the World's Nonage, three Men alone, Methu- 
ſalem, Shem, and Iſaac, could carry on a Tradition from 
the World's Creation almoſt to the Maelites Deſcent 
into Egypt. 

Again, ſuppoſing ſuch a Tradition, it might be ex- 
pected the firit Writers ſhould put it on Record. Now 
this has happen'd ; Maſes, the firſt Hiſtoriographer, has 
deſcended to Particulars ; and as his Narration is rea- 
ſonable, ſo withal it carries a certain Simplicity that 
perſuades. Beroſus, Orpheus, Homer, and Triſmegi/tus fol- 
low'd Maſes in Age, as alſo in the Delivery of the 
World's Beginning : What they received from their Pre- 
deceſſors, they handed down to their Succeſſors, and 
by this means the Opinion that the World had a Be- 
| "35994 Ir ana all before it: The whole Body of Chri- 
ſtians believe it; the Mahometans and Fews, though 
they vary from us in other Points, agree with us in 
this: and all Nations whoever acknowledged a God, 
own he was the Contriver of this great Maſter- piece of 
Power and Wiſdom, 

Now to go againſt the Tide of Tradition, ſo ancient, 
ſo univerſal, and withal fo rational, upon no other 
Ground but mere Conjectures, or bare Poſſibilities, is 
Raſhneſs to Exceſs, and the very Height of Folly ; tis 
to prefer the Reaſon of one Man before that of all 
Mankind, to brand his whole Species with the Infamy 
of a fond Credulity, and to paſs Judgment upon them, 
that they are thoroughly qualified for Bethlem. 

But again, if ſo full a Report will not ſatisfy you, 
you muſt pen up your Knowledge in a narrow Part of 
the World, you muſt forſwear not only all Acquaintance 
with paſt Actions, but even with remote; and what is 
worſe, you mult fall below that Station a Creature 
endued with Reaſon ought to keep: For when Reaſon 
2 me as great a Satisfaction about the Being, or not 

eing of a Fact, as Reaſon requires, tis Imprudence 
to doubt: And a Man mutt take Pleaſure to fret and 
diloblige 
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diſoblige his Underſtanding, that will not acquieſce to 
ſuch an Evidence. Now our preſent Controverſy is 2 
paſt Matter of Fact: We have put it upon Witneſſes : 
Antiquity ſtands for me; and all Nations agree in the 
Main, though they vary in ſome Circumſtances. To 
theſe concurrent "Teſtimonies you oppoſe naked Sur- 
miſes, or pure Poſſibilities ; or elſe you /ubpmna a Brace 
or two of Atheiſts, or a Pack of African and American 
Brutes, who are ſcarce able to underſtand the very 
State of the Queſtion, and know as little of paſt Tranſ- 
actions as of thoſe. that are to come. I now appeal 
to your own Judgment, whether a full Tradition be 
not as good a Conviction, that the World had a Be- 
ginning, as the Nature of a thing paſt requires ? And 
whether your Counter-witneſſes, who depoſe on Con- 
jecture, would bias an upright Judge in any Court of 
Judicature, againſt a Cloud of others, ſuperior both 
in Wiſdom and Probity. 

Beſides, I add another Circumſtance very material, 
and which deſerves a little Reflection. If the World 
had been made in Time, by the Power and Wiſdom 
of God, we could not expect a more full Tradition of 
its Beginning than we have: Therefore, on this very 
Account, we have all the Reaſon to preſume it had 
a — I prove it thus; Fi, It cannot be ima- 
gined but ſome would ſtand up againſt it. Mens Judg- 
ments are as various as their Faces, and their Under. 
ſtandings ſeem no leſs bizarre than their Humours. Some 
deny things, becauſe every one believes them, They 
love Singularity in Opinion, as well as in Modes, and 
will no more endure a Rival in Thinking, than in their 
Amours. Others are of a martial Complexion, they 
love to ſend their Brain upon Expeditions, and are 
temerarious enough to attack Demonſtration. "They 
follow Truth, as Conftables do Maleſactors, to arrett 
it, and rail againſt it, as the young Athenian did againſt 
Alcibiades, becauſe every one applauded him; they 
idolize Wit, but are ignorant of its Definition, and fo, 
like Dray men, place it in claſhing and contradicting. 
Others ſteer their Judgments by the Compaſs of Interett: 
One would think their Underſtandings had truck'd Na- 

tures 
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tures with the Will, and that it had removed its Lodg- 
ings from the Head to the Heart. Whatever flatters 
theſe Mens Vanity, or pampers their Inclinations, is 
always true; but if it frowns upon their Paſſions, or 
checks their Liberty, it muſt be falſe. Hence it comes 
that thoſe Truth that even flaſh Conviction, and cap- 
tivate Reaſon, the very Moment they are underſtood, 
oftentimes find Oppoſition, and are ſtigmatized with 
Fallacy, becauſe too clear to be proved. One would 
think that the Part is leſs than the Whole 15 pretty plain, 
and that a Man muſt have a ſlender Portion of Wit, 
not to conceive it; yet a late Mathematician called it 
in queſtion, degraded it from the Quality of a Prin- 
ciple, and threw it amongſt the Fry of vulgar Errors, 
"Tis impoſlible to frame a Propoſition more clear than 
this, It's impe//ible the ſame ſhould beth be, and not be at 
the ſame Time. Yet if we believe Ariſtotle, ſome Philo- 
ſophers deny it; and that no Folly might want a Pa- 
tron, as I have ſaid already, Zero would not admit 
Motion. Now if Men diſbelieve firſt Principles, if 
they reject Truth when it appears in 4/abi//e, and over- 
look it when it ſtands before them; what Wonder they 
don't ſee it at a Diſtance, when it appears by Proxy, 
and is conveyed only to us by Tradition ? If we will 
not credit our own Eyes, we may very well flight Au- 
thority ; for certainly they are able to give a more ex- 
act Account of Things than Tradition: They diſcover 
Truth in Perſon; we receive not their Intelligence at 
ſecond-hand, but fee Objects ir their proper Colours, 
without Maſk or Varniſh. 'Though therefore the World 
was made, we could not expect (without a Miracle) a 
more univerſal Tradition, than we have of its Begin- 
ning. 
— Nor ought the fabulous Opinions about the 
Creation to prejudice the Truth of the Fact; for ſup- 
poſing it true, thoſe would have ſprung neceſſarily from 
the groſs Ignorance of Barbarians: When a Story has 
paſt through two or three Hands, how unlike is it to 
the Original? Every one ſhapes it to his own Inclina- 
tion : Some Circumſtances are loſt, others added ; and 
nothing remains but the Efiential : If a Truth be diſ- 
guiled 
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guiſed in a Day, we muſt not wonder it ſuffers Al. 
teration in the Space of ſix thouſand Years ; eſpecially 
among thoſe Nations who are ignorant of Letters, who 
are bred in Ignorance, and live in Brutality, who know 
no more of Time paſt, than of foreign Countries, and 
take as littie Pains to cultivate their Underſtanding, as 
their Soil. 

Theom. But by your Leave I could ſingle you out 
ſome Traditions of a very ancient Date, and of far leſs 


Conſequence than the World's Creation, that paſs cur- 


rent without Oppoſition ; for Example, whoever denied 
there were ſuch Men as Alexander or Caſar? Now 1f the 
World had a Beginning, why ſhould not the Memory 
of ſo wonderful a Fact remain as univerſal as that of 
Cz/ar or Alexander? 

Euſeb. Firſt, If we went to polling, I believe thoſe 
who ſtand for the World's Creation would carry it; 
for this is acknowledged by a hundred Nations, that 
never hear of thoſe two Princes. WE Ea 

Secondly, If none have endeavoured to out-face the 
World, that there never were ſuch Men, 'tis becauſe 
the Conteſt was too jnfignificant ; and beſides, which 
way ſhould a Man ſet upon the Enterprize ? He could 
expect no Relief from Reaſon. For alas! all the Rea- 
ſon in the World can never ſhew they were, or were 
not: He could therefore only have Recourſe to 'Tradi- 
tion, and where could he find any Pretence to ſet on 
foot ſo much as an Innuendo they never were; unleſs he 
could hit upon an Expedient to ſeize all the Records, 
that mention thoſe Emperors, and then condemn then 
to the Fire? But it was the Intereſt of all Atheiſls to 
deny the World ever had a Beginning. Nay, 'twas ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible for them to admit Creation, and re- 
ject a Creator; and then that Principle, ex nile mil 
fit, was a great Support, not only to Atheiſts, but Phi- 
loſphers; and no doubt, if that Principle be true, the 
Matter at leaſt may be eternal. Here you ſee that In- 
tereſt might move ſome, and apparent Reaſon others, 
to ſtand for the World's Eternity but neither could in- 
vite a Man to queſtion either A/exander or Cz/ar, 


To 
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To ſum up therefore the Force of my Argument in 
ſhort: I ſay, our Controverſy muſt be tried either by 
Teſtimony or Reaſon, the firſt is the proper Court for 
pronouncing upon ancient Facts, and the moſt uncor- 
rupt Tribunal. I have proved that the Torrent of 
Tradition runs for me ; that the moſt ancient Writers, 
as well az the moſt recent; the moſt learned, as well 
as the moſt pious ; the moſt poliſh'd Nations, with the 
moſt incult, witneſs for me. Whereas none but a Pack 
of Atheiſts, or ſome wild Barbarians, or at moſt a Brace 
of whimſical Philoſophers, famous for nothing but Sin- 
gularity, dare appear in your Defence. It ſuch an 
Evidence be not ſuſticient to prove a Fact, pray tell me 
what is? If you require more, I mult conclude you are 
unreaſonable; b*-cauſe you call for a greater Conviction 
than the Subject will bear, or can be expected without 
Miracle ; and I ſuppoſe Miracles would as little befriend 
your Cauſe as Tradition. 


DIALOGUE XVII. 
The Atheft ſuppoſing the Torld's Eternity, ſuppeſes an 


infinite Series of Generations poſſible ; now it being 
ten times more probable, that ſuch a Series is impoſſible, 
he muſt be gulty of the higheſt Imprudence ta den- 
ture his Soul upon ſuch an Uncertainty, 


Euſb. * E World, you ſay, was pr ile ab æterno a 

%; therefore it was av terne a %. I afſirm 
it avas not poſſible ab æterno a ſe; therefore it avas not ab 
eterno a je. Our Poſitions are contradictory, and fo are 
our Proofs ; for you barely aſſert and prove Nothing, 
and I will prove by Reaſon what I aſſert. 

Theem. Before you proceed, let me deſire you not to 
meddle with frimm. Though you raiſe a hundred 
Batteries againit infinite Succedions, you'll only go off 
with Labour and Diſappointment. Your Philoſophers 
have undertaken my Defence on that Side, that I know 
not how you'll ſtorm their Reaſons, or level their Au- 
thority. Yet, till this be done, there's no coming at 
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me : Therefore I counſel you not to raiſe your Battery 
on that Side. 

Euſeb. ] confeſs the Pride of ſome Philoſophers, and 
the litigious Humours of others, have been kind to 
Atheills; For in Reality, Philoſophy is no more a 
Science, but an Art of Jugling. Philoſophers queſt 
more after new Opinions than Truth: And he is the 
Man, not that ſearches into the Bowels of Nature, but 
that dreſſes and tricks up Notions in the beſt Poſture 
of Defence againit Oppoters ; and if he can handſomely 
embroil a Queſtion, or dares offer Words for a ſolid 
Anſwer, or impeach Truth of Sophiſtry, he deſerves to 
be pointed at: Digito monftrari & dicitur hic . Thus 
ſome have aſlerted the Poſlibility of an Infinity az, in 
ſpite of receiv'd Principles that oppoſe it. They ſhroud 
the Weakneſs of their Reaſons under the Obſcurity of 
the The; and ſolve Dif: cultics by flarting greater. You 
lay hold on their Vanity to ſupport your Heng, 
and think you have made it clear beyond Debate, by 
telling us Philoſophers hold the Eternity of the World 
poſſible : But under Favour, though their Authority 
may ſtave off ſome Arguments from you, 1t cannot 
others: For though they hold God would create the 
World as eterno, they deny it could be 2%. If there- 
fore in one Caſe you defer ſomething to their Autho— 
rity, be ſo juſt as to reverence it in the other: Beſides, 
your vait Pretenders to Wit will not be fobb'd off with 
Authority. This is the Refuge of Weakneſs ; the 
Sanctuary of thoſe, wnoſe good Humour mult com— 
pound for the Shallow neſs of their Brain. You are fer 
Reaſon, for naked Demonſtration, without Fard or F- 
cus; for Evidence that admits of no Reply nor Rejoin— 
der; therefore ſtand to your Principles before you 
ſtrike in with theſe mighty Upholders of Jfnirum. 
Bring their Reaſons to the Touch-ftone ; examine whe- 
ther they are Sterling, or Adulterate. I will only pro- 
pole one or two Difficulties, which I confeſs put me 
to the Plunge. The World you ſay is eternal? 

Theom. I do. 

Eujeb. Therefore it was impoſſible for you ever to 


have been born. 
Teen. 


3 0 aw —_— \ * 2 23 ww AS. 


. ] .. a. HE .,. 7 


„ Lag | 1 TW — — 


The GENTLEMAN Inflruted. 123 


Theo, I deny the Inference. 

Euſeb. I prove it. You could not poſſibly be born 
till an infinite Number of Generations was paſt ; bur 
is impoſſible for an infinite Number of Generations 
to paſs, therefore *twas impoſſible for you ever to 
have been born. 

Theom. Tis impoſſible for an infinite Number of Ge- 
nerations to paſs in an infinite Space of Time; I deny 
your Major: In a finite Space of Time; I graut your 
Minor, and deny the Conſequence. | 

Euyſeb. J ſubſume, but 'tis impoſſible for an infinite 
Space of Time ever to paſs : For if it can paſs, it has 
an End, and by conſequence we find an Infinite with 
an End ; and certainly this Conſequence becomes not a 
Man, -who avoids the Belief of a Deity, becauſe In- 
finity is an inconceiveable Thing. I know not how 
you look upon my Argument; but methinks any Man 
but an Atheiſt would ſtart at it. 

Again, if by Deſcent we may paſs by an infinite 
Series of Generations, why not by Aſcent ? Methinks 
tis no farther from the Bottom of a Pair of Stairs to 
the Top, than from the Top to the Bottom : And I 
always thought the Way from London to Windſor, was 
the ſame with that from Windſor to Londen: Now in 
aſcending from you to your Father, from him to your 
Grandfather, Sc. we march in the ſame Road, we call 
in at the ſame Gentlemen. It therefore by Deſcent 
we come to an End of our Journey, why not by Af- 
cent ? 

Theom. The Reaſon 1s evident: For by aſcending you 
come to an end of Generations, and ſtopt at the firit 
Man: Then the Succeſſion of Generations has not 
been infinite. 

Euſeb. Right: But then it inevitably follows, there 
has not been an infinite Series of Generations : Be- 
cauſe you put an end to them, they are at a full ftop 
in your Perſon. G 

Theom. There is a great Diſparity between the to 
Caſes. Becauſe when you mount up from Son to Fa- 
ther, from Father to Grandfather, Sc. the Time is 
always finite, Now what wonder that an Infinity of 
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Generations can't be trac'd up to their Origin in a 
finite Space? But when you deſcend to me, there ha; 
paſs'd an infinite Space of Time: And ſo one Infinity 
correſponds to the other. 

Euſeb. No doubt, you have plain'd the Difficulty be- 
you Diſpute by your quaint Diſparity. But I would 

now why a Man by aſcending cannot ſtep from Time 
to Eternity, as well as by deſcending from Eternity 
into Time ? And then, how can an infinite Time 
paſs ? | 

Theom, Theſe Infinities and Eternities are puzzling 
Subjects, they out-ſtretch the Abilities of our Under- 
ſtandings, and your Argument preſſes thoſe Philoſo- 
phers who maintain God could create the World 46 
ecterno. 

Euſeb. Infinities and Eternities are puzzling Sub. 
jets indeed; but then I wonder an Atheiſt's Reaſon 
ſhould ſtumble at the Notion of an infinite Being, and 
leap ſo nimbly over apparent Contradictions. I do 
not inſiſt upon my Proof as a Demonſtration that there 
is a firſt Principle, or that the World was not @ je. 
Perchance in a puzzling Subject, our Underſtanding 
may be nonplus'd ; but at leaſt it demonſtrates, that 
the whole Body of Atheiſts is- unreaſonable to Folly 
and Madneſs ; for they reject God on Account of 
his Infinity, and ſome other Attributes that they ſay 
are inconceivable. In the mean time, they are con- 
ſtrain'd to admit an infinite and eternal Series of Ge- 
nerations ; a thing that not only ſurpaſſes our Concep- 
tion, but in Appearance falls foul on the moſt evident 
and receiv'd Maxims of Reaſon. If we muſt place 
Infinity and Eternity ſomewhere, I appeal to Reaſon, 
whether it be not more agreeable to its Dictates, to 
attribute thoſe Perfections to a Being, in whoſe Notion 
they neceſſarily enter, and imply no other Difaculty, 
but what follows a finite Underſtanding, when it roves 
in Inſ nity, and loſes itſelf in Eternity; than to this 
World, which in its moſt eſſential Notion involves no 
Idea of Eternity: Nay, it cannot be apply'd to it, 


without violating either directly, or by Illation, the 


very Principles of Diicourle, Wheace I conclude 
| | fome 
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{me more unworthy Principle than Reaſon induces 
Atheiſts to queſtion the Exiſtence of a God, becauſe 
his moſt inconceivable Attributes return to their own. 
Hypothefes with more Violence. 

Theſe Philoſophers Caſe, who think God might 
have created the World ab eterno, is quite different 
from yours; though their Opinion be falſe, their Faith 
is true: So that at worſt they riſk nothing but their 
Labour; but you put all your Hopes on a weak Bot- 
tom: If my Arguments be true, your Soul is loſt ; 
and you will deplore your ſucceſſive Eternity, a farte 
ante, which has an End for a whole Eternity, a parte 
Loh, which will have none. Lord! How would an 
Atheiſt crow, how would he- chirp, if he could but 
anvil out a Proof ſo apparently concluſive for the 
World's Eternity, as mine is againſt it? We ſhould {ce 
the Bookſeller's Stalls in Paul's Church-Yard hung with 
new Demonſtrations againſt the Exiflence of a God; as 
they were ſome Years ago with Demonſtrations againſt a 
Trinity, We ſhould ſee Copies in every Coffze-horſe, and 
the Beaus buſy in conning it over, to make themſelves 
Maſters of it : But becauſe the Proof does not hit with 
their Inclination, it muſt not work vpon their Under- 
ſtanding. It falls as heavy upon our Philoſophers, you 
ſay, as upon you; what then? Can Company change 
the Nature of Things? If they are in the Wrong, 
are you in the Right? Would you engage your Eſtate 
or Life that my Argument is mere Paraiogiſin # I believe 


you would take ſome time for Conſideration before you 


ventur'd upon the Bet. Why then do you ſtake your 
Soul? For if an eternal Succeſſion of Generations be 
impoſſible, the World was made in Time. If it wa, 
made, there is a God; and if there be one, what can 
an Atheiſt expect from a ſlighted Deity, but a juſt 
Chaſtiſement for his Infidelity ? The Conſequence is of 
Importance, and deſerves ſome ſerious Thoughts. 
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' DIALOGUE XVII. 


The third Pregf. The Characters of IWWiſdom viſille 
in the Frame and Conſtitution of the World, de- 
men/trate it is the Morꝶ of a wiſe Agent. 


Have already prov'd a Cod by the bare Exiſtence 

of the World: I confirm the ſame Theis by the ex- 
cellent Contrivance of it, which indeed is both ama. 
zing and raviſhing, It can neither be expreſſed by 
Tongue, nor drawn out by Pencil: "Tis above Art, 
and out of the Reach of Reaſon. The moſt ſearching 
Cenius that ever was, has not been able to diſcover one 
Blot in the large Volume of the World; there are no 
Errata's. Nothing ſtept in as a rude Eſſay of Skill, 
and afterwards underwent the File or Hammer, but all 
Things continue as they were from the Beginning of the 
Creation, 

From tbis Order and Regularity 7% infers, that the 
World was the Product of a wile Agent ; and braids 
thoſe with Folly, who dare deny a Concluſion fo clear, 
io evident: Ee preftantem aliguam calernamgue naturan, 
eav.gue fufpiciendam adorandamgue, pulchritudo mundi, or- 
eloque rerum cœliſtium cogit confiteri : The Beauty of the 
World, and exatt Order of the Heavens, demonſtrate the 
Exiſtence of a noble and eternal Being, to wham Men ove 
Efleem and Adoration ; nay, he ſticks not to affirm, that 
the Contemplation of the Oeconomy, Harmony, and 
Order of the Heavenly Bodies, put the Matter in a 
Light, that leaves no room for Diſpute. 24d poteſt ce 
tam apertum, tamgue perſpicuum, cum cælum ſuſpicimus, ca- 
leſtiague contemplati ſumus, quam aliguod efje numen præ- 

antiſſimæ mentis, quo hac regantur ? What can be ima- 
gin'd more clear, than that there is a moſt wiſe Being, 
who directs and governs the Heavens ? 

Now that a Vein of Wiſdom runs through every 
part of the World, is moſt evident; for it ſuppoſes two 
things, a Deſign, and Means proportion'd to acquire 
it; and where thoſe two are found, Wiſdom mult be 

admitted. 
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admitted. We have Eyes to ſee, and there are Co- 
lours capable of being ſeen. We have Organs fitted 
up for Snell, Taſte, and Feeling, and there are Objects 
able to gratify them. Colours, Sels, &c. would be 
uſeleſs, were there no Senſes to receive them ; and 
Senſes inſignificant, if there was nothing in Nature to 
play upon them. This reciprocal Relation argues a 
Deſign, and a Choice of Means; and who denies it to 
be che Contrivance of Wiſdom, is flenderly provided 
with this Virtue. 

The Sun, which is call'd the Father of Nature, as the 
Earth is term'd the Mother, moves about us in fo juſt 
a Diſtance, that nothing could place it ſo conveniently 
but his Wiſdom who aſſign'd its Taſk. Were it more 
remote, the Earth would congeal ; did it approach, 
we ſhould be parcht with Heat, and fall into Aſhes: 
But now we enjoy the Benefit of its Light, and the 
Earth the Effects of its enlivening Influence; it im- 
pregnates the Womb of Nature with its Rays, and at- 
tracts Vapours to pour them down in Dews and 
Showers, that refreſh the Fields, enliven Flowers, and 
bring with them Plenty and Abundance ; and at the 
ſame time returns thoſe Waters to the Rivers and Sea, 
of whom it borrow'd them; and fo {as it were) exer— 
ciſes at once, an act of Liberality and Juſtice. 

But then all thoſe delicious Fruits that charm the 
Eye, and pleaſe the Palate, would rather be admirable 
than uſeful, did they not turn into the Subſtance of 
Animals; and thoſe (like Taxtalus) would periſh of 
Hunger in the Arms of Plenty, had they no Inttinct 
to feed on them. But again, had every Creature an 
Inclination to the ſame Food, one would ſtarve the 
other; Nature would be at a Nenplus for Proviſion, her 
Granaries would be exhauſted, her Stock drain'd, and 
then Mortality would follow : But now ſhe keeps open 
Table for all her Children, ſhe maintains them at her 
own Expences : And tho' they neither reap nor ſow, 
they are rather overwhelm'd with Plenty, than prefs'd 
with Necetlity : Beſides, had not the Mal an Inclina- 
tion for the Female, the Species would be at za End; 
and this Inclination would not continue them, unleſs 
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Propagation were made by it. Had the Female no 
Tenderneſs for her young, they could not hold out a 
Day ; yet did not her Teats ſwell with Milk, her 
Tenderneſs could not preſerve them; but theſe poor 
Creatures forſaken by their Dam would be expos'd 
to Inſult, were they deſtitute of Swiftneſs, Craft, Coy. 
rage, cr Arms to defend themſelves, or annoy the Ag. 
greſſors. Nature has provided againſt this Inconve- 
nience; Flight ſaves ſome, Wiles others, and many 
diſpute their Lives; and when they are over-power'd, 
they ſeldom fall without Revenge. They handle their 
Weapons with Art, and ſence by Rule and Method. 
The Porcupines, like the Parthians, fight at a Diſtance ; 
they ſhoot without Bows, or Arguebu/ſs; and hit the 
Mark without Aim. The Fedge-Heg at the Approach 
of Danger marſhals itſelf into Sphere; it caſts up a 
Retrenchment ; expects the Enemy behind a Paliſade, 
and ſupplies with Policy, the Weakneſs of its Forces. 
The Bull faces his Adverſary. The Horſe wheels off, 
and uſes his Heels, either to fly, or to wound. If you 
intended to continue Creatures, could you invent more 
ft, more apt Means? Were you Commiſſary General, 
could you lay up better Proviſions? Are you able to 
place their Weapons more advantageouſly for their 
Defence; or teach them to manage them with greater 
Dexterity ? There are more legible Characters of Wit- 
dom and Fore-f:ght in the Republick of Beaſts, than 
in thoſe of Lycurgus, Sclon, Plato, and Ariſlotle; for 
theſe intended a perfect Common-wealth ; they err'd 
moiſt ſhamefully in the Means, and enacte1 Laws 
more ſuitable to Goats than Men. But among irra- 
tional Creatures, as theſe Laws are inviolable, ſo they 
are proportioned to their Natures and Welfare. They 
neither err by Exceſs nor Defect, one more Rule would 
ſubvert Oeconomy, as well as one leſs; nothing can be 

aded, nothing ſubtracted. | | 
I tha!l not enter upon the Fabrick of their Bodies, 
where Wiſdom fits on every Muſcle. Let it ſuffice, 
that Calen takes Notice in his Book de Forma Fetus, 
that in human Bodies there are above 6060 Muſcles : 
and that every one requires at leaſt ten — 
g 0 
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So that about theſe ſmall Parts alone, no leſs than 
6000 Ends are to be attended to. There are 284 
Bones, and each has above forty Ends, in all ten 
Thouſand ; and a Failure in any one of theſe would 
cauſe a great Irregularity in the Body, and in many 
Death and Deſtruction. 

Now not to dilate further upon this Proof, I appeal 
to you, whether theſe ſtrange and admirable Contri- 
yances, theſe natural Tendencies to one Point, and 
withal, theſe Means fo proportionable, do not cry out, 
Thſe fecit nos, & non iffi nos? We are neither the Work 
of blind Chanee, nor the Product of fatal Neceſſity, 
but of an infinite Power and Wiſdom. We cannot 
caſt an Eye upon a rough Landſkip, but the very 
Sight of it leads us to a Painter: And if a Tree or 
Animal in Effigies conduQs us naturally to a Hand 
that drew them, and to Wiſdom that contriv'd them; 
can theſe living Originals be father'd on Hazard or 
Neceflity ? 

Theom. Theſe things you mention are worthy of Ob- 
ſervation ; they entertain ſometimes my ſerious 
Thoughts, and caſt me into Raptures of Admiration ; 
but yet they do not exceed the Force and Energy of 
Nature. 

Euſeb. What do you mean by Nature? Is it an intel- 
ligent Being; or void of all Senſation and Reaſon ? 
It intelligent, you miſuſe Words to confound No- 
tions, you repreſent God traveſted into Nature : If it 
be deprived of all Knowledge, then you run to Mat- 
ter and Motion : Now theſe two are uncapable of 
Wiſdom, they can neither think nor underſtand, they 
are without Reaſon, and even without Senſe. Not- 
withſtanding the World is inveſted with plain Cha- 
racters of Wiſdom, they are ſtamp'd and engraved on 
each part of the Univerſe: The Learned and Ignorant, 
the Vulgar and the Philoſophers are unanimous in this 
Point: What then remains, but that we- draw this ne- 
ceffary Inference, that ſome wiſe, intelligent, eternal 
Being did raiſe out of nothing this lovely Fabrick, 
that he plac'd every Creature in its proper Station, 
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prefix'd its End, and provided it with Inſtruments t 
compleat the Work Providence has aflign'd it. 

Theom, You know our Underſtandings are very 
ſhort-ſighted, they diſcover nothing plainly but our Igno. 
rance ; wherever we look we find ourſelves encompaſs'd 
with Difficulties ; the moſt trifling, the moſt common 
Objects perplex our Reaſon, we cannot fix a right No- 
tion of Production ; if we could, perchance the My. 
ſtery would vaniſh without any Recourſe to a firſt Caulc, 
Your little Tricks of Paſs ſurprize the Ignorant, who 
often aſcribe to Magic thoſe Operations that have no 
other Cauſe than flight of Hand. In fine, as Mr. 
Hobbs takes Notice, the Multitude deifies what it cannot 
comprehend. Ignorance begets Admiration, Adamiration Re. 
fpect, Reſpect Fear, and Fear Religion. 

Euſeb. I am glad to ſee you ſo low in your own Eyes 
this Morning, and that your peremptory and dogma- 
tical Humour is ſpent ; ſurely you have lately made a 
more intimate Acquaintance with human Nature ; and 
a fuller Diſcovery of the Imperfections of our Intellect 
has read you a Leſſon of Humility. Indeed our Un- 
derſtandings are poor and unfurniſh'd, they come into 
the World unſhap'd, and muſt be poliſhed by Study, 
before they can give a tolerable Account of the moſt 
obvious Trifles; and yet, when this is done, we can- 
not rely on their Intelligence, for they have but few 
Principles to ſteer by; the Groſs of our Knowledge is 
made of lations, which are beaten out with great 
Labour and Attention ; and when we contemplate 
ſelf evident Truth at a Diſtance, the Mind is puzzled 
at the View of ſome emerging Circumſtances ; which 
makes us forget or miſtake the Connexion of the Con- 
ſequence with the Premiſes, and then our Labour is 
rewarded with Error, 

I willingly therefore grant, that I cannot dive into 
abſtruſe Secrets of Nature. I neither know the My- 
ſtery of Generation, nor that of Corruption. I believe 
Jam a Compound of two very different Ingredients, 
Spirit and Matter : But how ſuch diſproportion'd things 


the Child unborn, Perchance a Philoſopher may ha- 
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rangue, and talk more plauſibly upon the Matter, than 
an Ovfter-woman : But, after all, if we bring his ela- 
borated Diſcourſe to the Teſt, we ſhall find nothing 
but cant Terms, and ſcholaſtical Jargon. But what then? 
Cannot I judge that Paul's Church never made itſelf, 
before I have conn'd over Vitruvius? Or muſt I know 


4 all the Rules of Lining, to be ſure the Signs in Landon 


are the Work of a Painter? Though I cannot conceive 
which way the Thames was turn'd, when the Bridge was 
built, or when the Arches were form'd of Marble, or 
Free- tone; yet I am pretty well convinced, by the 
Uniformity and Contrivance of the Fabric, that Wil- 
dom and Art had a Hand in the Building: And 1 
would laugh at thoſe who ſhould maintain, that either 
Fate, Chance, or Nature placed the Stones in that re- 
gular Form. A thouſand Things in the Univerſe ſeem 
to me mere Riddles; yet I behold a ſtately Machine, 


made up of ten Millions of Pieces: I ſee Beauty, 


Symmztry, and Deſign; this ſuffices to perſuade a ra 

tional Creature nothing but Wiſdom contrived it, and 

nothing but Power put the I in Execution. So that 

J infer from what I know, that an infinite Wiſdom 

- :oky and governs the World; not from what I do not 
now. 

Theom. You muſt not argue from Works of Art to 
thoſe of Nature. We ſee Bridges, Churches, and 
Pictures made by the Hands of Artificers, and there- 
fore we rationally conclude, that even thoſe that are of 


an older ſtanding owe their Origin to Art. But who 


{aw the firſt Stone laid in the Foundation of the World? 
Euſeb, You turn your Battery the wrong way, and 
level at your own Hypotheſis as directly as I could wiſh: 
Becauſe we ſee Pictures under the Hand of the Painter, 
and Edifices under thoſe of Maſons and Carpenters, we 
have reaſon to infer, that all ſuch things are Effects of 
an intelligent Agent; but if ſuch Trifles require an un- 
derſtanding Artificer, I would know why the Fabric of 
the World, compacted of fo many Parts, ſo curiouſly 
wrought, ſo artificially knit together, ſhould not lead 


us to the ſame Concluſion ? Have I right to aſcribe 


the raiſing of a wretched Cabbin to Witdom, and not 
the 
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the whole Frame of the Univerſe ? Muſt I confeſs the 
pretty Proportion of a Leaſh of Wheels in a Watch is 


owing to the Skill of a Workman? And that the ftu- 
pendous Frame of my Body is the pure Object of blind 
Chance, or fatal Neceflity ? Certainly ſuch palpable 
Abſurdities would perſuade one, that Senſe and Rea- 
ſon were not made for Mankind ; and that we force 
Nature when we pretend to it. 


MC 


DIALOGUE XIX. 


The feurth Proof. The Invention of Arts and Sciences 
ſhew the World is not eternal; and conſequently that 
it Wes made by a pruverſul Agent, 


Eufeb. \ \ E ſee new Arts ſtart up with new Ages. 

: The World is now —.— der e mor 
only with Fences againſt Neceſſity, but even with Sup— 
ports of Grandeur, than it was two thouſand Vears 
ago. The Diſcovery of the Chart is but of late ſtand- 
ing, though of great Importance. The Inventions of 
Powder, and of the Preſs, are not much more ancient. 
Rerum Nature ſacra non fimul tradit : Arts follow the Law 
of Nature, they are brought forth by Degrees, and are 
Foliſh'd by Time and Experience. 

Other Arts, as they are more neceſſary to Mankind, 
ſo they are more ancient ; yet we can track them up ta 
their Origin. We know the Inventors of Huſbandry 
and Tillage, who traffic on foot, and firſt braved the 
Ocean in Ships. Now if the World was eternal, the 
Induftry and Study of Man were eternal alſo. How 
then is it credible that Men of the ſame Temper with 
us, fagacious, witty, and ambitious, ſhould ſaunter away 
a whole Eternity, without making thoſe Diſcover ies we 
cwe wholly to the laſt fix thouſand Years ? Was the 
World always a Child, always in its Non-age? Has 
it only arrived at the Years of Diſcretion ſince ſome 
tew Ages! q 

: Again, 
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Again, the Deſire to perpetuate their Memorles runs 
in the Blood of all Men. We hate to bury. our Names 
in the Grave with our Bodies, to ſleep in Duſt and 
Aſhes, as unknown to Poſterity, as we are to our 
predeceſſors: Nay, ſome have been ſo beſotted with 
the Charms of Life at ſecond-hand, that becauſe they 
wanted Virtues, they preſented Poſterity with their 
Vices ; and choſe rather to be blamed than forgotten. 
I ſuppoſe our Forefathers conveyed down to us their 
Inclinations, together with their Nature ; and that none 
of their Paſſions changed in the Voyage, or were im- 
proved by Tranſplantation ; their Propenſions lean'd the 
ſame Way, they were as high mettled, as greedy of vain 
Applauſe as we: It cannot therefore be queſtioned, 
but that Men ſo fond of Glory endeavour'd to glut 
their Appetite, ſome at the Peril of their Lives, and 
others of their Quiet. It cannot be thought they either 
wanted Matter or Occaſion : Ambition never ſleeps, it 
ſtands upon the Catch, and either finds a Subject for 
Action, or makes one. 'The Power of a Neighbour, 
or the Weakneſs, are both ſtrong Temptations to an 
ambitious Prince ; that promiſes Glory, this Conqueſt ; 
and either draws on a War, Pray tell me, therefore, 
who were thoſe ancient Heroes? Where did they 
reign ? What Province did they waſte or ſubdue ? Wha 
raiſed the firſt Empire? Who built the ſecond on the 
Ruins of the firſt? Was not a whole Eternity able to 
produce one Homer, one Curtius, one Livy? Did it ne- 
ver come into any King's Head to bribe a Pen, or to 
buy a Panegyric? Were all the Wits of the World 
ſo ſtubborn, as neither to be moved by Intereſt nor 
Applauſe, to write a News-Letter or Gazette ? Indeed 
I do not wonder we have no exact Diary of paſt Tranſ- 
actions; for to digelt an eternal Story into Days, is a 
laborious Taſk, and requires a Purſe to buy Materials, 
as well as a vaſt Stock of Patience to employ them. 
But ſtill, methinks, we might reaſonably expect ſome 
Fragments, or at leaſt the * of one Prince. But 
alas! all thoſe Morthies lie interred under the Ruins of 
Time, their brave Exploits ſleep with their Perſons, 
and their very Empires are drown'd in Silence and Obli- 
VION, 


— 
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vion. By the Help of profane Records, we cannot trace 
Time above the Theban War, as Lucretins confeſſes ; and 
therefore Macrobius concludes the World could not be eter. 
nal. Quis dubitet quin mundus recens & nowns fit, cum Hiſto. 
ria Græca bis mille annorum hiſtoriam vix contineat ? Why 
doubts but the World is of a ſhort landing, ſeeing the Grecian 
Story gives an Account only of tawo thouſand Years ? Per. 


chance you will ſay, writing is but of late Invention; and 


that all the memorable Actions of Antiquity periſh'd for 
want of this happy Means of conveying them to Poſte. 
rity : Where are at leaſt the Painters and Carvers? A 
Picture, Statue, or Medal, would have given ſome 
S itisfaction; or had they raiſed one Pyramid, we might 
at leaſt have an Aſſurance all Mankind was not drunk 
with Opium, and ſtupified with an eternal Lethargy : 
But after all, 'tis ſtrange that ſo buſy, ſo ſharp a Crea- 
ture as Man, during an infinite Succeſſion of Ages, 
ſhould not ſtumble upon the way of Writing, a thing 
fo neceſſary to the Support of Society, and withal ſo 
obvious: That Man was certainly fortunate indeed, 
who hit upon an Art in ſome Years, that had eſcaped 
the Search of all Mankind for the Space of a whole 
Eternity. 

Theom. The Anſwer to your Proof is very eaſy, tem- 


pus edax rerum, ſang the Poet: Time, like Saturn, de- 


vours its Children: It conſumes his own Productions, 
and preys upon its Offspring. Now if Time be ſuch a 
Cormorant, Eternity muſt be a greater. Time, like 
Diſtance, diminiſhes Things; but Eternity ſwallows 
them up, and removes them beyond the Sphere of Me- 
mory. How many brave Actions within theſe thou- 
ſand Years have ſlipt by the Pens of the moſt inquiſi- 
tive Hiſtorians ? They are wore out of Memory, toge- 
ther with the Heroes that atchieved them, and lie en- 
tomb'd in Oblivion and Forgetfulneſs : Nay, Cities not 
only decay, but vaniſh. What remains of that famous 
Babylon, but the Name? We know not what it was; 
and are ignorant even where it ſtood. And Floris con- 
feſſes, that in his Time, not only Sammium was loſt, 
but alſo its very Ruins. If ſome few Apes eat out 


the Memory of noble Exploits, and convey out - 
Sight 
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Sight Cities, together with the Earth they ſtood on; 
why do you call for an exact Regiſter of Arts, an eter- 
nal Genealogy of Princes, or an Account of their Ac- 
tions? They are loſt in an infin te Succeſſion of Ages; 
they are drowned in the Ocean of Eternity. 

Evujeb. By what Misfortune ? 
 Theom. By Deluges and Conflagrations. 

Exſeb. Pray, Sir, let me aſk you to what Office of 
Intelligence you addreſs yourſelf for thoſe Deluges, 
Conflagrations and Wars ? Upon what Memorials do 
you ground the Story of your Pre adamitica/ 'Tranſ- 
actions? To ſay there were ſuch things is not to prove 
it. And what you aſſert without good Caution, may 
be denied with Reaſon. 

Theom. Under Favour, methinks my Anſwer is very 
much to the Purpoſe. It attacks not your Proof in the 
Rear, but in the Front; and ſtrikes at the very Heart 
of it, You ſhew the World was not eternal, becaule it 
is inveſted with all the Characters of Novelty. In- 
duſtry, you ſay, either improves old Arts, or invents 
new ones. Some are younger than we ; others than 
our Fathers; and the moſt ancient have their Origin. 


Their Inventors are recorded in Story, and come with- 


in the Memory of Books: Whence you conclude the 
World was not eternal, becauſe thoſe Arts muſt of 
Neceſſity have been of more ſtale Invention. For how 
can a Man imagine that thoſe things ſhould lie out of 
Sight for a whole Eternity, which have been diſcovered 
in a few Ages? To which I anſwer, that all this may 
be very well reconcil'd with the World's Eternity ; for 
they might have been found out an Infinity of Times, 
and as often loſt by accidental Deluges and Conflagra- 
tions. Now af by ſuch unforeſeen and irremediable 
Chances, Arts and Sciences might fall into Oblivion, 
your Argument falls to the Ground ; it cannot ſubſiſt, 
and it is of no Force to prove the Non-eternity of the 
World. 

Fuſeb. My Argument is as well-timber'd as ever, and 
your weak Reaſon makes me more in love with it : For 
ſuppoſing ſuch Accidents might happen, 7. e. were poſ- 
üble, by what new-coin'd Logic can you infer they 
did ? Many things may be, that never will be ; _— 

that 
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that governs himſelf by Poſſibilities, may fear all 
things, and hope for any thing. Nay, your Pofii- 
bilities, as I ſhew'd before, like a two edged Sword, 
cut both ways, they ſtand for each Side of the Contra- 
diction, and whilſt they take both Parts, advantage 
neither. For as you ſay 'twas poſſible for ſuch Ac- 
cidents to happen, and therefore conclude they did ; fo I 
- affirm *twas poſſible for them not to happen, therefore in- 
fer they did not. My n is eertainly ſtronger 
than yours, for we find by Experience, that fewer things 
happen that are poſſible, than do not. 

But to cloſe with your Argument, I aſk whether thoſe 
Deluges were particular or univerſal ? A particular In- 
undation will not do your Buſineſs. For ſuppoſing the 
Sea ſhould break its Incloſure, and play ſuch Pranks 
in our Iſland, as it did in Attica; would the ſurviving 
Part of the World replunge into „ and Igno- 
rance? Would the Arts of Writing and Printing diſ- 
appear in France, Spain, and [taly, e England lay 
under Water? No, no, Sir! The World would jog on. 
Arts would flouriſh juſt as they do. Perchance the 
greater Sciences of making Pudding and Brawn, which 
{as Mr. John Ray takes notice in his Obſervations, are Diſhes 
proper to England) might ſuffer by the Misfortune, yet 
Induſtry might retrieve them ; for without doubt the 
Receipts were ſlipt into Flanders with our Armies; and 
as the Dutch taught us beſiege Towns, ſo certainly we 
inſtructed them in the deep Myſteries of Pudding and 
Brawn. 

It follows therefore that thoſe Deluges were univerſa}, 
(but not ſupernatural I hope) for then you ow the 
very thing we contend for, wiz. a God. Nor could 
they be natural; becauſe, according to the preſent 
Situation of Things, an univerſal Deluge cauſed by 
the Force of Nature is utterly impoſſible ; and I could 
eaſily demonſtrate it, did the Streſs of our preſent De- 
bate depend upon Hydr-/tatics: But if I grant ſuch a 
Deluge naturally poſſibly ; yet as. to the Probability 
you are never the nearer; for how can any Man in 
his Senſes perſuade himſelf that a thing 1s probable, 
or likely to happen, that has never fallen out in - in- 
| 11 
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fnite Duration? He that can believe that to be pro- 
bable, that has never come to paſs in an eternal Re- 
volution of Ages, muſt not be an Enemy to Credu- 
lity. | 

Theom, I never ſaid yet, that an univerſal Inunda- 
tion was probable ; you have foiſted in that Word for 
your own Advantage. | 

Euyſeb. Have you not told me thoſe Deluges have 
come ſo very near the Matter, that few eſcaped ? That 
they have brought Mankind a thouſand times within 
an Ace of its Ruin ? The Waters then did cover all 
the Surface of the Earth ; except a ſmall Spot of Ground 
able to give Footing to half a hundred. Why could 
they not ſwell ſix Feet higher? Who commanded this 
furious Element to halt in that critical Point? If it could 
riſe ſo high by tte Help of natural Cauſes, why not 
ſome Feet higher? And if it could, why did it not in 
an Eternity ? Methinks there ſhould be Spring-deluges, 
as well as Spring-tides ? And in ſuch a Tract of Time 
it might once at leaſt mount to the higheſt Pitch. In 
fine, Sir, I deſire you and the whole Sect of Athe- 
iſtical Philoſophers, to produce one Reaſon that car- 
ries the leaſt Shadow of Probability to prove the 
Waters naturally could ſwell to the Tops of the 
higheſt Mountains, and not cover them ; if they could, 


within the Compaſs of an Eternity, they had done it: 


For it ſeems incredible, that Nature ſhould not do in 
en infinite Space whatever lay within the Reach of its 
Power. 

But again, it ſeems ſtrange, that all the ingenious 
Part of Mankind ſhould be involved in this common 
Shipwreck, and a ſmall Parcel of illiterate, ignorant, 
paprofitable Blockheads ſurvive the Fall of Nature: 
For if a hundred only eſcaped, 'tis very likely ſome 
Mechanics, ſome Carpenters, ſome Plowmen, one at 
leaſt that could write and read, and probably one Tay- 
lor might be in this fortunate Company. If ſo, they 
might propagate their Arts with their Blood, and re- 
people the World in a ſhort time with Trades, as well 
as with Inhabitants, Now Things have happen'd quite 
contrary ; the World, though ftock'd with People, was 

many 
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many Years deſtitute of Arts; they knew neither the 
way of Plowing nor Sowing; they could neither plant 
Vines, nor preſs Wine, nor turn Milk into Curds, nor 
thoſe into Cheeſe, Men lived on the mere Bounty of 
Nature, Water ſatisfied their Thirſt, and Fruit their 
Hunger; and for want of the Po/t-Office, every one did 
his own Meſſage. Nay, they had not the Wit to cover 
their Nakedneſs; ſo that God himſelf, according to 
'Tradition, cut out the firſt Cloaths, and from this Mo. 
ment we may date the Company of Merchant-T aylors. 

I come to your Conflagrations, which can only con. 
cern Books; for they cannot conſume Arts, unleſs firſt 
they prey upon Men : And methinks the Fire muſt have 
nick'd the Time, that is, ſet upon all the Houſes in 
the World together, when all Mankind was buried in a 
profound Sleep, to do the Feat complete. Now ] fanſy, 
though Flames ſhould ſtand upon the Watch for. an 
Eternity, they would never meet with ſo fair an Occa- 
ſion to diſpatch our Species: But at laſt _ have ra- 
vaged Libraries, you . and glutted their age with 
Memorials and Records ; they not only turn'd Authors 
themſelves into Aſhes, but all the Hiſlorical Dictionaries, 
together with the Journaus des Scavans: So that their 
very Names were conſumed with the Paper that pre- 
ſerv'd 'em, and mingled with the Duſt we tread on. 
Your Syſtem is too ridiculous to be examined, too 
fooliſh to be confuted ; Reaſon has an Antipathy againſt 
ſach Abſurdities ; they are unable even to work on a 
Madman. 'There is no queſtion but Fire may maſter 
Libraries, as well as private Houſes, and treat them 
with as little Regard as I hHiteball; but this will not do 
your Jobb, to ſlave Phenomena's, we muſt ſuppoſe either 
that all the Books in the World were wheedled into one 
Magazine, before the Mine ſprung, or that Fire- balls 
were caſt into all the Libraries at a Signal; theſe 
two Ways might do a great deal of Execution, and 
diſpatch ſome Tun of Divinity and Hiſtory in a ſhort 
Time; and I conceive they are poſſible, but to ſuſpect 
em probable, is to impoſe on our Reaſon; the very 
Thought of ſuch a Thing is a Scandal to human Na- 
ture, but to believe it, Frenzy and Madneſs. 

DIALOGUL 


\ \ \ \ he 
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DIALOGUE XX. 
The fifth Proof. Tis fhewn quaſi a priere the World 


was not eternal a ſe. 


5970.1 Confeſs it's more eaſy to deny than to prove; 
the Aſſailant always attacks at a Diſadvan- 

tage; that is not above the Performance of Ignorance 
or Folly : But this requires both Wit and Study. How- | 
ever, I wave your Advantage, and will draw a Reaſon | 
or two from the very Nature and Conſtitution of the | 
World, which I think comes near Conviction, and 
makes it highly credible it could not poſſibly be ab 
eterna a je. 

If it were eternal, it is a neceſſary and independent Be- 1 
ing; if neceſſary and independent, it muſt be eternal a { 
parte poſt, For as it depends on nothing but itſelf 
for its Being, it can depend on nothing diſtant from 7 
itlelf for its Conſervation ; and as its own Nature was | 
lutficient to give it Exi/tence, ſo it is ſufficient to continue | 
it; therefore if its Exi/lence was neceſſary, its Continuation 
is neceſſary; and if this be nece/ary, it mult be eternal. | 
Hence it follows, that if the Whole was eternal, its 
Parts muſt be eternal ; for the World is not diſtinct 
from all its Parts: Therefore, if the World was eternal, f 
all its Parts were eternal alſo a parte ante, and will be N 
ſo a parte poft : But no Part of the World is eternal, | 
therefore the Whole is not eternal, Let us ſingle out $ 
one Species: "Tis evident Men are born, and die; d, 
therefore 'tis evident that Men were not @ parte ante 4 
eternal. | Ii 

Theom. I wonder you will impoſe upon the Com- 
pany ; this is not to reaſon, but to trifle, and the Proof 
has more Raillery than Reafon. I know I was nothing 4 
hxty Years ago, and that within ſome time I ſhall re- 
turn to my everlaſting Home. I am not of myſelf, 
but the Work of Nature, and muſt march off when 
. ſhe commands me, nor was there ever any eternal In- 
dividual, 
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Euſeb. A little clearer if you pleaſe ; when you ſay 
Man was eternal, what do you mean? 

Theom. I mean the Species. 

Euſeb. I underſtand. Are you then turn'd Platonic, 
and ſeparate the Species from the Individuals ? 

Theom. No. | 

Euſeb. Why then methinks it follows, if no Indi. 
vidual was a /e, the Species was not 4 /, becauſe the 
Species is indiſtin& from all the Individuals. 

Theom. You call in again at Infnitum, and forgot it 
has no all. All is a Chimera, a kind of philoſophical 
Bull, not applied to a determinate Number. 

Euſeb. Indeed Infinitum has an excellent Situation, 
like Cities in Boggs, there is no coming at it ; but at 
preſent it lies out of my way, and I ſhall draw off with- 
out meddling with it. But I muſt tell you I take a 
Riddle for a Solution: At leaſt human Species is eter- 
nal a /. 

Theom. I have granted it. 

Euſeb. Why then it can never be extinct: For what 
depends of itſelf muſt be eternal, and whatever is eter- 
nal @ /e parte ante, muſt be ſo a parte poſt ; unleſs per- 
chance the Fancy ſhould take a Think to deſtroy itſelf, 
which is unlikely, and impoſſible to our Hypotheſis, 
For whatſoever exiſts a /e, exiſts nece{arily ; but what 
exiſts necgſſarily a ſe, muſt always exiſt, otherwiſe it 
will be zecgſary, and not neceſſary, Which implies a flat 
Contradiction. 

Them. Well, ſuppoſing this true; what do you 
infer? 

Euſeb. That our Species is a Stranger to Eternity, as 
well as its Individuals, and no more à /e than you or ]: 
For all thoſe Men who are now in Being muſt once 
knock off, and ſubmit to the common Fate of Mor- 
tality. 

Theom. They muſt, this is a terrible Truth, but paſt 
Debate; methinks I would purchaſe one Doſe of Aſcu- 
lapius's immortal Pofſet-drink, at any rate. 

Euſcb. If they died without Iſſue, our Species would 
be at an End, 


T heom. 
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Theem. Moſt true; if they made a Vow of Conti. 
nence, and kept it, our Race would be ſhort- 
lived : But I have no great Apprehenſion that all Man- 
kind will engage in an AMöciation to ſtand by Chaſtity ' 
with their Lives and Fortunes, or to die Batchelors. 

Euſeb. It's not very likely indeed: So long as there 
is an Atheiſt in the World, the Work of Propagation 
will go on: At lealt ſuch a Reſolution is not impoſſible; 
for you and I can make it, and there is the ſame Rea- 
ſon for every Man in the World: Tis therefore poſ- 
ſib'e for the whole Species to periſh. 

Theom. What then ? 

Euſeb. Why then it follows by an evident IIlation, 
that our Species is not a ſe: For whatever is @ %, muſt 
of Neceſſity be eternal @ parte poſt, as it is eternal a 
parte ante. The ſame Argument takes in any Species 
now exiſtent ; whence I conclude, that if no Species be 
eternal, no Part of the World is eternal, nor by conſe- 
quence the Mole. 

Theem, Not ſo faſt, if you pleaſe: You prove too 
much ; and by conſequence nothing. 

Euſeb. How ſo? 

Theom. Could not God (if there be ſuch a Thing) 
have created the World ab terns ? 

Euſeb. My Reaſon tells me he could not: But not 
to engage in a Matter foreign to our Diſpute, I grant 
he could. 

Them. Let us then ſuppoſe he did create it ab terno; 
in this Caſe our Species would be eternal à parte ante. 

Euyſeb. It would. 

Theom. Therefore by your Way of demonſtrating, it 
would be eternal @ parte pot; becauſe, according to 
your new Logic, whatever is eternal one way, muſt 
be eternal the other : But I conceive the whole Spectes 
might be ſtifled by your general Aſſociation, even in this 
Hypotheſis, as well as in the other, therefore it evidently 
follows, that the Species of Mankind would be eternal, 
and not eternal. 

Eaſeb. Sir, you miſtake the Force of my Argument. 
I do not ſay, whatever is eternal a parte ante, mutt be 
ſo a parte pes: But whatever is eternal @ parte ante a * 

mu 
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now, dix. becauſe whatever exifls a % is independent, 
and intrinſically neceſary, and therefore tis incapable 
of Deſtruction; but whatever is created, depends of 
its Cauſe, to whoſe Power alone it owes its Being; and 
by conſequence is nothing intrinſically necefſary : It is 
therefore no more ſtrange, that Things that are by 
Courteſy, and exiſt by | 2 ale periſh, than that 
Men walk off, and crumble into Duſt and Aſhes. 

Theom. But if we ſuppoſe with Ariſtotle, chat God is 
a necęſſary Agent, two Things naturally follow : Fin, 
That our Species was ab æterno; and Secondly, That it 
is neceſſary : Therefore it was neceſſary ab æterno: For 
in this Caſe it could not be ab æterno; yet this being 

anted, the Difficulty returns upon you; for if you 
jay, our Sfeczes (in this Suppoſition) muſt be eternal a 
parte poſt, what can hinder me from making the ſame 
Reply? If you ſay, it may periſh, therefore it is true, 
that our Species may end, though it be eternal a ſe, indt. 
pencent and neceflary. 

Eu/eb. You have caſt the Cauſe upon a palpable Un- 
truth, and beg the Protection of an Abſurdity: How- 
ſoever to combat your Opinion more ſucceſsfully, we'll 
examine its moſt plauſible Pretences, and ſee if we can 
diſcover the Weakneſs of them. I ſay then, this Re- 
treat will not ſecure you: For till your Species remains 
mntrinfically contingent, and has no other Nece/ity but that 
of its Cauſe ; according to its own Nature it may ex- 
iſt or not exiit: It has no Perfection inherent, that 
challenges before Non-exiſience : So that if it be grant- 
ed, that it did exiſt neceſſarily ab terno, this Neceſſity 
is merely extrinfical ; it's nothing but an Imperfection 
of the Canſe, no Perfec on of the Effect: Now in this 
Suppoſition our Species might periſh, becauſe it has no 
intrinſic Virtue that oppoſes its Deſtruction; but if it 

xiſts a e, then Exiſtence is indentified with its Nature, 
and it can no more ceaſe to be, than it could not be: 
So that no Hypotheſis can elude an Argument; where- 
fore I conclude it is evident our Species may be extin- 
guiſhed, therefore it is evident it cannot be eternal 3 
Je. But pray remember what I told you juſt now, 
your 


bk. th. _— — — 


The GENTLEMAN Inflrudted. 143 


ur Argument owes its Force to a palpable Abſur- 
dity, and you know ſuch Weapons do. ſmall Execu- 
tion: You ſuppoſe God a neceſſary Agent, now the very 
Suppoſition deſtroys him; for Liberty is a Perfection: 
Seeing therefore God is infinite in Perfection, you | 
cannot ſuppoſe him void of Freedom, without ſup- 

oling him not infinitely perfect, and by conſequence Fl 
10 Co. So that your Diſcourſe runs thus; JF God avere 1 
Cad, and not God; if he created ncceſſurily a Species ab | 
æterno, and did not create it; this Species would nat be 1 
ſalject to Deftrudtien, and would be ſubjet to Deſtruction: | 
This is coravtum argumentum, but becauſe it goars with | 
both Horns, it wounds with neither. | 


——— 22 — 


Again : If God lay under a Neceſſity of creating ab | 
eterno, Why of this World rather than another? If , ; 
nothing elſe lies within the reach of his Power, a finite 1 
Perfecuon has drained his creative Faculty: His Omni- ; 
poatence is at a Stop, and by conſequence his Infinity {'l 


and Being at an End: If he can create ſomething elle, 1 
what determined him to leave all other Creatures in the 
State of Nothing, and to inveſt this World with Dig- 
nity of Exiſtence ? If the Determination came from the 
Nature of the World, then it required Exiſtence 46 
| terns, and ſo muſt have been ab , without any 
| Obligation to God for its Being: If from God, then 
| he is free, and the Exiſtence of the World is the Ef. 
uct of his Liberality, not of Neceflity ; whence it fol- 
lows, that every Moment it lies at his Mercy, he may 
thruſt every Individual into Nothing, with the ſame 
| Freedom and Eaſineſs he drew them out of it. 

Some Philoſophers, I know, make God a neceſſary 
| Aeent, not to ſuppoſe him ve; they fanſy Lazineſs be- 
h comes his Majeſty leſs than Neceſſity, and becauſe they 
| cannot aſſign him any other Employment but Creation, 
| they infer he created this World ab tengo. 

Theſe People come within an Ace of the Extravagance 
of the Poets, who to cut out ſome Work for their God 
Mercury, made him a Poſt-boy : But let us take at pre- 
ſent theſe Dreams for Truths, theſe Fictions for Con- 
| tent: It follows at leaſt he may deftroy this World, 
| upon Condition he'll take the Pains to build another ; 


nay, 
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nay, he may raiſe with oe Hand, and pull down with 
the other, for all Eternity: For in this Caſe it is eyi. 
dent he cannot want Employment, and his Buſineſs will 
equal his Activity: So that to conclude in Spite of the 
Protection of Abſurdity itſelf, you muſt confeſs, that 
every Species that exiſts is ſubje& to Deſtruction, and 
therefore not a /. 

Theom. Though no Species be eternal, Matter may be 
eternal. 

Euſeb. What if it be? 

Theom. If it be, theſe different Species which grace the 
World, might ſpring out of the firſt Fruitfulneſs of the 
Earth, which certainly was more prolific ſome Ages a. 


go than at preſent. - 


Euſeb. Ho, Sir! We are out of our way, and jul 
fallen on the Confines of Democratiſm. The laſt Mo. 
ment the World was Ens a ſe, and now by the Virtue 
of ſome rare Adventure, it is transformed into an Fn: 
per Accidens. Seeing you are in a Fit of Fiction, make 
uſe of Fancy before it cool, and ſay Men are hatched 
in Ovens like Chickens in Egypt, or that Beaſts ſpring 
from Muck, and Men from Parſly-beds. I am almot 
aſhamed to confute Abſurdities, ſo groſs at firſt Sight, 
ſo palpable, that no Diſcourſe can make them more 
apparent: What would the World ſay, if you advance 
this Opinion in Print? They ought to look upon you 
2s mad or foolith, if they — you right: But ! 
admit the wond'rous Fecundity of the Earth, and aik 
you how it comes to paſs the Sfeczes of Animals are 
not eternal? For either the Earth poſſeſſed this proliic 
Quality ab terns, or it did not; if it did not, by what 
happy Chance did it come by it? If from itſelf, it 
muſt be eternal; if from another, you admit a diſtinct 
Agent, and ſo our Controverſy is at an End: If it did 
poſſeſs this prolific Virtue ab terno, then it produced 
all things ab æterno (for I ſuppoſe Matter is a necel- 
ſary Agent:) But if this Virtue be eternal, methinks it 
ſhould ſtill remain, and then we might have the Sat's- 
faction ſometimes to breed Horſes out of Quagmires, 
or reap good Crops of Men. If this producing Quali- 
ty falls with Age, why is it not quite extinct ? "oy 

oes 
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does the Earth bring forth any fung? An ine xhauſtible 


- Virtue will run upon the Lees in the Space of an Eter- 


nity, and end in Sterility. Thus you ſee yourſelf at a 
Loſs, though Matter be eternal ; the more you evade a 
firſt Agent diſtin from the World, the more you en- 
counter him, and you have nothing left but the Liber- 
ty of being a Deift or a Fool. | 

But to give full Satisfaction, I offer you a Reaſon or 
two, which ſeem to conclude, that very Matter cannot 
be eternal a /. Firſt, 'tis evident, of all Beings Mat- 
ter comes the neareſt to Nothing, it has ſcarce any 
other Perfection, than that of bare Exiftence, tis pura 
potentia, a mere Capacity: New upon what Right does 
this abject Thing challenge the glorious Attribute o 
Acity and Eternity? Before we put it in Poſſeſſion of 
ſach tranſcendent Titles, both Reaſon and Juftice com- 
mand us to examine its Pretenſions: On account of 
Perfection, it can put in no Claim, for the moſt vile 
Inſects that creep in Mire, and {pring from Corruption, 
lock up a greater Treaſure of Perfections in an Eye 
alone, than are diffuſed through the whole Maſs of 
Matter ; If therefore neither theſe, nor even Man him- 
ſelf dares aſpire to Independence and Eternity, why ſhould 
Matter? To adjudge it theſe incommunicable Predi- 
cates on Account of Imperfection, is very extraordina- 
ry : Indeed ſuch a Sentence may argue Compaſſion or 
good Nature in a judge, but not one Grain of Ju- 
ſtice: Is Beggary a Title to Greatneſs; or Peaſantry 
to Nobility ? Becauſe I am born a Scavenger, muſt I 
challenge a Place at the Council-table ; or ſue for a 
Dukedom, becauſe my Family wants a Coat of Arms? 
Is it not as ridiculous to dignify Matter with 4/eity, be- 
cauſe it borders upon Nothing, as to make it indeper- 
dnt, becauſe it cannot exiſt without ſome Form? 

Theom. It is right, Independence is neither founded on 
Imperfection, nor Perfection, but on its Nature. 

; 2% 9h What do you mean? Is not Aſity a Perfec- 
tion! | 

Thom. Yes. | | 

Euſeb. Therefore the Exigence of Aſeity founded in 
Matter muſt be a Perfection; for certainly to claim « 
Vol. II. H Per- 
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Perfection as a Debt, not a Gift, is one; but how do 
you know this Exigence is founded on the Nature 
of Matter? A Gentleman's Word will not paſs cur. 
rent amongſt Philoſophers, as it does amongſt Tay lors 
and Vintners : They require Caution, thoſe 1% dixit 
Days expired with old Py:hagoras, and according to 
the preſent Conſtitution of Mankind, will not revive 
in our Time: Tell me then, by what myſterious 
Light have you diſcovered, that Aſeity is entailed on 
Matter ; that it is a Branch of Birth-right ? I conceive 
an Aſſertion may. be proved two ways, either by Ay. 
thority or Reaſon ; could you ſabpæna a Brace of eter. 
nal Witneſſes, they might go far to the clearing of the 
Point in Controverſy, but there are few of that Stamp 
in the Nation; they are as a reaſonable Atheiſt: See- 
ing therefore Witneſſes cannot relieve you, you muſt 
retreat to Reaſon ; regale us, 1 beſeech you, with a 
Demonſtration. | 
Theom. We find by Experience, that Matter 1s not 
liable to Corruption; though Compounds riſe and fall, 
it ſtands immoveable; it neither loſes any thing by 
Time, nor gains: There was no more a thouſand 
Years ago than to Day, nor will there be leſs in future 
Ages, than at preſent, it therefore will be eternal, and 
f it will be eternal, it has been 49 4 ler no. 
Eyſeb. You prove well, that as Matter cannot be 
corrupted, ſo it cannot be generated, ard by cone. 
uence will be eternal; fo far you are in the right: 
But then it does not follow it was 2 /e ab tern, becauſe 
it might have been created; for the Impoſſbility of 
Creation cannot be inferred from any true Principle: 
Nay, I have proved already, that Matter could not be 
@ ſe, ſo that your Argument fails to the Ground, and 
without any Prejudice to the force of my Proof. 
Secondly, If Matter be ens a fe, an eternal, neceſſary, 
and ind-perdent Being, it is actus purus, i. e. it had no 
Capacity to receive any more Perfections, than thoſe 
it poſſeſſed ab terne; for there is no Reaſon why it 
ſhould poſſeſs one more than another: Therefore 49 
Aterno, it either poſiefi-d no Perfection, which deſtroys 
the Hypotheſis, or al/: If it had ali, it cannot receive 
: a 
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any more; therefore if it be eternal a ſe, neceſſary and 
independent, it is actus purus, incapable of any further 
Perfection. 


Again, if it be neceſſary and independent, it cannot 


loſe any Perfection it had ab æterno; becauſe, if it 
could, that might be, and might not be, and by con- 
ſequence would not be intrinſically neceſſary; beſides, 
as it depends on its ſelf alone for its Being, ſo nothing 
diſtinct can poilibly deſtroy it. 

Hence it follows, that whatever is eternal a ſo, nece/- 
ſary and independent, muſt be unalterable ; for all Change 
is a Motion, either from a greater Perfection to a leis, 
or from a leſs to a greater, or at leaſt to an equal: 
Seeing therefore an etcrna/, neceſſary and independent Be- 
ing is actus purus, uncapable either of acquiring or loſing 
any Perfection, it muſt be zna/terable. 

Hence it follows, that Matter cannot be eternal, ne- 
eſſary and independent : Firſt, becauſe it is an incom- 
plete Being, and has a natural Tendency to Forms; 
tis, as I may ſay, out of its Element, in a State of 
Violence and Longing, until it compaſſes a perfect Bo- 
dy, and cannot naturally exiſt without the actual Ex- 
erciſe of that Office: To be therefore a Part is one of 
Matter's Perfections, becauſe nothing can naturally de- 
fire, what is not a natural Perfection: Now I have 
proved already that no perfect Species could be eternal, 
therefore Matter did acquire ſome new Perfection when 
thoſe Species began, which it had not before; hence it 
follows, that Matter is neither au, purus, nor unaltera- 
ble, becauſe in time it acquired a Perfection which it 
had not ab tern, and by conſequence is not @ /e, me- 
ary and independent; therefore it was created by an 
All-powerfull Agent, which we call God. 

Theom, We are bemired in 4:/lotle's Materia prima, 
and flipt into the Syſtem of ſubſtantial Forms: You 
would ſcare me with old Peripateticiſm, and put off 
oblolete Dreams for Demonſtration : That counterfeit 
Coin 15 called in, and only goes current at Salamanca 
in Spain, where Antiquity has the ſame Charms as 
Novelty has with us: They ſtick to old Opinions, as 
they do to old Faſhions, and will no more part with 

H 2 Arijtotte, 


— ——— —— — — 


* 
— 


— 


148 The GENTLEMAN Inſtructed. 


Ariſtotle, than the Chineſe with their Beards: But we 
have degraded the Stagirite. To ſwear in verba Magi. 
fri, is an Incroachment upon our Liberty; in fine, Sir, 
Materia prima is an empty Name, and ſubſtantial Form 
a groundleſs Invention; and your Demonſtration is 
void of all Force, becauſe it relies on Fiction and 
Viſion. 

E:ſeb. I neither declare for Ariftot]e nor Gaſſendi, 
"nor have a greater Inclination for Des Cartes, than 
the Chymifis : My Proof runs through any Hypotheſis, 
and is calculated up for all Syſtems. Tell me your O. 
pinion, that I may model my Argument, and point it 
againſt your Evaſion. 

Theom. What we call Matter, is nothing but a com- 
plex of various ſimple Bodies ab æterno; they by an 
innate Quality ſcower about, and by a mutual Con- 
courſe frame thoſe Compounds that ſtock the Univerſe: 
The Variety only conſiſts in the Diverſity of Combina. 
tions: When ſuch a Number of Vt, au, and moift Atoms 
cling together, up ſtarts a Horſe; the ſame may be ſaid 
of Mixts: They differ merely accidentally, and hare 
no other Form (if I may ſay ſo) than the Teleity of the 
Mixture; hence it comes, that Matter is not ſubject 
to Changes, and is only capable of a new extrinſic 
Perfection: Beſides thoſe Atoms being perfect in them- 
ſelves, have no Bent or Inclination to compound: They 
are as content in a State of Separation, as of Compo- 
ſition; and as willingly form a Worm as a Monarch: 
Though therefore Species were not ab tern a ſe, Mat- 
ter enjoined all its natural Perfections ab æterno, and is 
withal unchangeable, unleſs you call a new Situa- 
tion, Alteration, &c. So that you muſt forge a new 
Demonſtration, if you intend to argue Matter out of 
Ajeity. 

Eujeb. J ſuppoſe you do not expect a Confutation of 
your Syſtem, it lies at preſent quite out of my Way, 
and can be no Part of my Taſk : I diſcharge my Duty, 
if I ſhew, that the Atomiſtical Hypotheſis does not weak- 
en the Force of my Reaſon: Notwithſtanding I mult 
tell you, a wiſ: Man will not eaſily believe, that dull 


and dead Atoms are able to frame a living Creature : For 
certainly 
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certainly Life is ſomething more than the bare Mo- 
tion of hot, mort, and dry Atoms, and an Atheiſt muſt 
have as mean an Opinion of himſelf as of God, be- 
fore he can aſſert, that the only Diſtinction between 
him and an Inſe&, lies in the Difference of the Mix- 
ture: Methinks, ſuch an Opinion might diſpoſe him 


to Modeſty : Nay, of all Men, he would be the leaſt 


preſuming, who acknowledges ſuch a baſe Extraction, 
and puts no other Difference between him and a 
Brute, than between fine Holland and Scorch-clith : Yet, 
upon Experiment, theſe are the great Pretenders of 
Mankind, who while they confeſs themſelves ſo near 
allied to Beaſts, adore their Exceilencies, and fall down 
before Calves, as the Jeaus did in the Wilderneſs : In- 
deed he that wants Leiſure or Capacity to examine his 
Nature, or perſuades himſelf his better Part is immor- 
tal, may grow vain upon a kind Preſumption, or the 
zeat Conviction of tuck a wWHorilng Perfection; but for 
a Man to be proud, who pretends to demonſtrate his 
own Baſeneſs, is little leſs than Frenzy: Now pray at- 
tend, Atoms, you ſay, have an innate Principle cf 
Motion; Nature, as we find by Experience, always 
works ſome End, therefore that Motion of the Atoms 
has ſome End; we cannot diſcover the Ends better 
than by the Effects, the Effects are Compounds, there- 
fore the End of that Motion inherent in the Matter is 
Compound; hence it follows, what actually conſtitutes 
a compoſed Body, is a Perfection of the Matter, be- 
cauſe it is a Poſſeſſion of the End, to which Nature 
inclines it; but it did not poſteſs this End a5 eternn, 
therefore ab 7terno it wanted ſome Perfection, of which 
it was capable; therefore it is alterable, and by con- 
ſequence not eternal @ /e, beſides if it h:d not all the 
Perfections ab æterno, it poſſeſſes them in Time; it had 
no Perfections ab æterno, becauſe there is no Reaſon 
why it ſhould have one, and not all others of which it 
is capable. Wherefore I conclude it was not ab eterro 
a ſe, neitlier will it avail you to reply, theſe Perfections 
are accidental; 55ſt, becauſe ens a /e can have no acci- 
dental Perfection, far whatever it has is neceſſary and 
ladentified with its Nature; and ſecondly, becauſe it is 
actus purus, as 1 ſaid before. 

H 3 Theom. 
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Theom. This is ridiculous to Exceſs! What if a Ball 
of Wax was a ſe, could I not mould it into a Cube, 
not melt it down? You return a Paradox for an Anſwer. 

Euſeb. You muſt not wonder if one Abſurdity begets 
another, a ridiculous Conſequence flows from a ridicu— 
lous Antecedent ; and one Paradox is the beſt Proof of 
another. To expect Reaſon from Nonſenſe, is to gare 
after Impoſſibilities. If you ſuppoſe a Sphere of Wax 
eternal @ /e, either that Figure was neceflary, or it was 
not; if it was not, who caſt it into that Form? Why 
was it a Sphere rather than a Cube? If it owes the 
Determination to ſome exterior Principle, then the Wax 
was not @ /e, becauſe the Figure was not: If that Fi. 
gure was neceflary, the Nature of the Wax required it; 
if the Nature of the Wax required it, it can be de. 
ſtroyed no more than the Nature: But if you ſuppoſe 
that Sphere a %, the Nature of the Wax cannot poffi- 
by be ectroved, therefore neither can the Figure; in- 
deed that Wax would be very ſtubborn, but Iinpoſſibili- 
ties are an inflexible Generation, and can no more be 
brought over 10 Reaſon, than Atheiſts. The World 
therefore is not eternal a /e, nor any Part of it; whence 
it remains, that a moſt powerful Author drew it out of 
Nothing, to whom we owe our Being and Converla- 
tion, and by conſequence Homage, | 

Theom, Ts this all you have to ſay to the Point? 

Eufeb. I could enlarge on the Matter; but for the 
preſent, I leave the Arguments to your Conſideration, 
We lie under a Dilemma ; if they hold good, they will 
ſtand upon Record againſt you; if not, againſt me; 
which I ſuppoſe will be no unacceptable Revenge. You 
will have the Satisfaction of laughing at the Vanity of 
the Attempt," and of applauding your Abilities into the 
Bargain, 
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DIALOGUE XXI. 


The fixth Proof. Though there was a Gop, he can- 
not convince thoſe Atheiſts of his Being, who refuſe 
Aſſent to the foregoing Procfs. 


*. | Have worſted you in the Judgment of Autho- 
rity, and have diſpatched Part of your Ex- 
ceptions : We are come to the laſt Tribunal of Reaſon, 
and if 1 have the good Fortune to foil yon here, our 
Suit is at an End; and certainly I have all the Grounds 
in the World to hope a favourable Iſſue, for Reaſon ne- 
ver reverſes the Sentence of univerſal Tradition, when 
backed with a hundred Reaſons. 

In the firſt Place; you cannot admit the World to be 
eternal à /e, without ſtriking upon a manifeſt Abſar- 
dity ; now Abſurdities cannot poſſibly flow from Truth; 
they are the Children of Falſhood, and the Offspring of 
Error. 

Tem. If you can ſhew that the Hypothe/fs of the 
World's Eternity leads to any thing that claſhes with 
Reafon, or borders upon Error, without doubt 1 lie 
at your Mercy: The Con/equence takes after the Ante- 
cedent, and 'tis impoſſible for that to be ridiculous, 
without this be erroneous, 

Eyſeb. You have granted, That if there be a God, 
he can manifeſt his Being to Men, by ſome ſenſible Ef- 
tect of his Omnipotence. 

Theom. I have, and a Man muſt take Pleaſure in 
Folly, and dote on Contradictions, before he can de- 
ny a Truth fo evident: For to confeſs an omnipotent 
Being, and to refuſe him the Power of manifeſting 
himſelf by ſome exterior Sign to a Creature who is 
furniſhed with Senſes, and endowed with Reaſon, is a 
flat Contradiction. 

Euſeb. J am glad to hear ſo ingenuous a Confeſſion : 
Pray therefore take Notice; if God intended to diſco- 
ver himſelf by an exterior Sign, he would chuſe ſome 
ſtately Work worthy of his Power, and ſuitable to his 


Grandeur, 
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Theom. He would. 

Euſeb. Let us then ſuppoſe for ſome Moments, that 
you and I flept in our Beds of pure Poſlibility ; that we 
are now, what we were a thouſand Years ago, ve 
Nothings. Let us ſuppoſe beſides, that all things elſe 
fall into the ſame State of Impotence ; that an infinite 
Being exiſts alone, and reſolves to communicate his 
Perfe£.ions to ſome Creatures, and to manifeſt himſelf 
to Man, the moſt perfect Piece of his Power. Imme— 
diately one Fiat calls a glorious Fabric from an eternal 
Nething, uniform in Variety, and various in Uniformi- 
ty: A Creature dignified with Reaſon, ſet off with 
Senſes, and enriched with a hundred noble * 
marches at the Head of this new- born Multitude : He 
admires at the ſtately Architecture of the infant World, 
the Multiplicity of Parts, the ſtupendous Contrivance 
and Harmony of the whole: Can he, or his Pole. 
r ty by the Force of Reaſon come to the Knowledge 
of the Deity that made it ? According to your Princi- 
ples they cannot: For though we ſuppoſe this new- 
framed World a thouſand Times more perfect than 
that we live in, they may conclude it was eternal, as 
now you do, and they have a better P!22, becauſę we 
wypvre 2 more perfect. Tis true, the firſt Man knows 
he is not eternal, but of what Standing the World is, 
or how it comes to be, is a Myſtery: He may aſcribe 
his gocd Luck to Chance. or his own Nature, as well 
as you; but if we come to his Deſcendants, they will 
be at a puzzle for the Original of their Genealogy : 
They can arrive at the Knowledge cf it, either by 
Tradition or Reaſon; and if by either, or both theſe 
Means they can be aſcertained they had a Beginning, 
why are not you aſſured we had one? For which way 
ſhall they meet with a more diffuſive Tradition, or 
more pregnant Arguments than we have for the Be- 

inning of this World? If the Structure of the new- 
Fwooled World be admirable to Amazement, that of 
the old is ſurprizing : If there appear in the Conſtitu- 
tion of that, as many Characters of Wiſdom and Power, 
as Parts, the very Blind may read as many in the 


Frame of this; that may open us a Perſpective of Mi- 
racles, 
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racles, and this unfolds a Scene of Wonders : If there- 
fore in ſpite of Tradition and Reaſon, in ſpite of 
the moſt viſible Characters of Wiſdom and Power ; in 
fine, maugre as many Wonders as there are Objects 
without us, or Veins, Muſcles and Arteries within us, 
Atheiſts deny this World had any other Author than 
its own Neceſſity and Independency ; why may not 
the Atheiſts of the new World elude the Force of 
Tradition and Reaſon by your wretched Evaſion ? 
They may certainly entrench themſelves in the Hypo- 
thefis of Eternity, and out-face, by your Example, 
downright Demonſtration. * 

Theom. Tho' indeed theſe new Gentlemen would be 
at a Nonplus, as well as we ; and I believe that would 
vie Incredulity with this, yet God might manifeſt him- 
felf many Ways: Firſt, By infuſing into all Men as 
clear a Conviction of his Being, as we have of the 
firſt Principles of Reaſon : Secondly, By teaching them 
ſome Demonſtration, that he created the World, which 
lies out of Sight: And Thirdly, By divine Revelation. 
Theſe Methods are very feaſible, and I fancy would do 
the Buſineſs. 

Euſeb. Firſt, All thoſe Ways are ſupernatural : Now 
tis very —_ that Omnipotence ſhould want Power 
to frame a Work capable to point out to a rational 
Creature its divine Contriver, without the Aſſiſtance of 
Miracles : But again, tho' God ſhould infuſe into all 
thoſe Inhabitants of the new World, as clear a Know- 
ledge of their Origin, as of the firſt Principles, do 
you think all Debates would vaniſh at the Approach of 
that glaring Light ? Have not Men deny'd the Truth 
of theſe great Principles in ſpite of Conviction, al- 
tho' they had no other Temptation to be fooliſh, but 


| the Pleaſure of contradicting? And why ſhould you 


expect in your Caſe a more reafonable Procedure? Eſ- 
pecially when the omnipotent Motives of Lewdneſs and 
Epicuriſm, that debauch your Underſtanding, would 
corrupt and bribe theirs: For they may oppoie againſt 
Demonſtration theſe Arguments which ſupport your 
Obſtinacy, and buoy up your Infidelity. I cannot 
conceive how it is poſſiblè for an infinite Mercy, and 
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an infinite Juſtice to meet in the ſame Subject, how 
Jaſtice can pardon, or Mercy puniſh ; therefore, there 
is no ſuch Thing. 

To fay ſomething can be made of nothing, is to croſs 
upon Reaſon ; to build new Principles upon the Ruin 
of the old, and by conſequence to break down the 
Incloſure between Sophiſtry and Demonſtration, Truth 
and Falſhood ; therefore the World was not created: 
Nay, 'twas poſſible to be ab æterno, therefore it was. 
What Evidence can be ſecure from the Attempts of 
theſe Arguments? They dare attack Euclid, and huff 
Apellonius : If reſolute Denials paſs content for Proofs, 
and Poſſibilities for Demonſtrations, we paſs all things 
on Courteſy, A Man that dares look a Fool in the 
Face, may do ſtrange Execution ; he may deny us into 
Nothing, and by the ſly Turn of a Poſſibility demon- 
ſtrate us out of Being. 

Theom. Nay, a Man that is reſolv'd to puſh Folly 
home, may puzzle a ſix form Philoſopher, yet the De- 
feat of the one, will prove more glorious than the 
Victory of the other; but then J thought Evidence 
cd all before it, and captivated more Under- 
ſtandings than the Grand Seignior has enſlav'd Chri- 
ſtians. 

E:yſeb. Evidence indeed is generally victorious, but 
oftentimes tis over-match'd: A Man ſeconded by Pre- 
judice or Intereſt, ſtands immoveable; you muſt change 
his Circumſtances before he will alter his Opinion: 
His Underſtanding never changes Sides, unleſs Intereſt 
marches off firſt ; but when this wheels about, that 
follows through a thouſand Errors. The Sun has 
Beams enough, not only to fill, but even to dazzle a 
well-diſpos'd Eye; but if a Film croſſes the Pupil, or 
a Cataract interpoſes between the Cryſtal, in ſpite of 
Light the Organ remains in Obſcurity, and the Patient 
finds the Effects of Night, and the Horror of Dark- 
neſs at Mid-day : Thus the Cauſe ſt:.nds with the Un- 
derſtanding. I grant thoſe People we talk of would 
have Proois ſufficient to content a well-diſpoſed Under- 
ſtanding, and ſo have you ; but if they are haunted 
with the Spirit of Diſpute and Obſtinacy, if 1 
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ſtands againſt Creation and God, the Intellect falls 
preſently into Diſorder, Miſts ariſe, and Fumes inter- 

ſe ; and when 'tis thus diſmounted, Evidence, by a 
kind of Antipariſtaſis produces Obſtinacy, not Con- 
viction, and rather hardens the Heart than ſoftens the 
Brain. 

Vour ſecond Means is expos'd to the ſame Excep- 
tions: I do not queſtion but God can draw a Legion of 
Demonſtrations from the Conſtitution of the World to 
evince he made it, which are not within the reach of 
our Knowledge: Yet if the New-found-World Atheiſts 
are of the ſame Temper with thoſe of our Horizon, 
they will diſpute their Ground, and never ſurrender, 
till the Fire of Hell acts upon Senſe, and ſo conveys 
Truth into the Underſtanding by eternal Sufferings : 
For as you (againſt the common Vote of Mankind, 
againſt the plain Conviction of Reaſon) caſt Creation 
out of Doors, both as needleſs and impoſſible, what 
hinders them from following your Foot-ſteps, and op- 

oſing to all Demonſtrations theſe groundleſs Con- 
jectures, that ſupport your Incredulity ? If you ſay a 
Man that dares fly in the Face of Evidence is a Mon- 
ſter, that he ought rather to be caned than argu'd in- 
to Reaſon, you are in the right; but theſe Monſters 
over-run the World, they are grown ſo common, that 
they rather pleaſe than aſtonith ; for now an inflexible 
Obſtinacy, and a mighty Wit are become ſynoni- 
mous, and 'tis far more warrantable and modiſh ro 
ſtand cloſe to Intereſt, than to yield to the Force of 
Reaſon. 

I cannot gueſs why Revelation would prove more 
effectual than Demonſtration; theſe inwards Lights are 
always accompany'd with ſome Abfurdity ; and though 
they illuminate, they leave us in the dark: And un- 
wary Man may eaſily be deluded, he may miſtake 
Temptation for Inſpiration, and the Voice of God for 
the Spirit of Fornication. We remember yet what 
mad Pranks our Fathers ſaw the lai Age, when Peo- 
— rebell'd by divine Impulſe, and executed their 

rince on a Scaffold by Revelation; when they bled 
their Fellow- Subjects Purſes, and then their Veins, by 


the 


156 The GENTLEMAN Iaſiructed. 


the Command of the Spirit; when they tranſgreſs'd 
God's Laws by Providence, and thoſe of Nature by 
Inſpiration : And as Men fanatically inclin'd, take 
every Impulſe of Paſſion for divine Revelation; ſo they 
who love Libertiniſm look upon Revelation itſelf as an 
IIluſion, they will admit of nothing Divine, but Sen- 
ſuality, they examine Truth by the Stardard of Plea. 
ſure, and whatever baulks Appetite is Spleen and Vi. 
ſion: One would think the Revelation of the World's 
Creation made ſo many thouſand Years ago to Moſes, 
15 certain almoſt to Evidence ; it has undergone the 
Examen of Apes, and the Critici/m of obſtinate Incre- 
dulity, it has triumph'd over Ignorance, conquer'd 
Malice, and ſham'd thoſe it could not convince ; I do 
not ſee how a particular Revelation can be more per- 
ſuaſive than that which has been put a thouſand Times 
to the Teſt; nor how this can force an Underſtand- 
ing againſt the Biaſs of Intereſt, that will not come 
over to the other: For ſtill you may run to your old 
Retrenchment, The World was poſſible ab reterno, there- 
fore it was ab æterno; id eft, you may take begg- 
ing the Queſtion for proving, and Impudence tor 
Reaſon. | 

Theom. What think you, if God ſhould take you and 
me by the Hair, as you fancy an 1 did Habakkuk, 
and poſt us away to the imaginary Spaces above the 
Empyreum ? If he ſhould appear in his Majeſty, and 
regale our Sight with a Scene of Creation ? 

Euſeb. Why, I think you would be amazed, but 
not convinc'd; you mounted an Atheiſt, and would 
xeturn one. | 

Theeom. That's ſtrange ! 

Euſeb. "Tis ſo indeed; yet not more ſtrange, than 
that after ſo many Proofs of a Divinity, you remain in 
Infidelity : For if God did appear, he muſt borrow 
ſome ſenfible Shape; human Eyes are too feeble to 
gaze upon a Spirit: The Glory of a Divinity dazzles 
them ; they ſink under the Splendor of the Omnipo- 
tent. Now, he has appear'd already under the Form 
of Fire and Smoak to a whole Army, not able to. bear 
his Majeſty, and this Appearance is made ſo * 
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that he who will not believe ſo many thouſand Eyes, 
muſt be a Fool to believe two: Again, how do you 
know but this World eternally floated (like a ſwim- 
ming Ifland) in the vaſt Ocean of thoſe imaginary 
Spaces ; and by a lucky Puff of Chance, or Storm of 
Atoms, was wafted over to you in the Nick of Time ? 
Theſe Caſualties are, I hope, poſſible: Beſides, that 
unlucky Principle, ex nibilo nihil fit, might gravel your 
Underſtanding above, as now it does below, for Situa- 
tion makes no Alteration in Truth or Falſhood ; if it 
be evident here, it will be evident there ; and if it ap- 
pear Sophiſtry in the new World, why ſhould it paſs 
for Demonſtration in the old? But if this ſhould chance 
to work upon you, your Fellow-Atheiſts would be 
where they are, unleſs God ſhould fall upon new 
Creations, and cure their Iufidelity by condeſcending 
to their Pride, and ſatisfying their Curioſity: But then 
you would condemn him to a Drudgery more inſup- 
portable than that of Oy Hm Flies. He muſt, it 
ſeems, work, if not for his Living, at leaſt for Ador- 
ation : He muſt fawn on Atheiſts to deſerve their Pro- 
tection, and ſerve an Apprenticeſhip to be acknow- 
ledg'd for their Maſter. 


— 


DIALOGUE XXII. 
The moſt plauſible Exceptions of Atheiſts againſt the 


orld's Creation are refuted. 


Euſeb, I Have done with my Arguments, which muſt 
be very ſatisfactory, unleſs you can invali- 

date them by urgent Reaſons, and prove by Evidence 
a priori, or at leaſt from the very Nature and Conſti- 
tution of the World, that it was impoſſible to be made : 
Favour me therefore with a ſhort Lift of your Reaſons, 
range them, if you pleaſe, in Rank and File, draw 
them up to the beſt Advantage, and make the moſt af 
them; yet I fancy, when all is done, you mult eſta- 
bliſh the World's Eternity by begging heartily, not by 
proving 
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proving it; and if I ſtay, till you evince it by Rea. 
ſon, the World may have an End, before you prove 
Hazard or Neceſſity give it a Beginning. 

Theom. In the firſt place; we cannot give the World 
a Beginning without forcing Reaſon, and impoſing on 
our Underſtanding, This Doctrine mult be fupported 
on the Ruins of firſt Principles, and whoſoever abets 
it muſt abjure thoſe great Truths, that Mankind avows 
to be the Standard and Meaſure of all others. Ex i. 
Bilo nihil fit is the common Voice of Nature; 'tis too 
clear to be prov'd ; it ſhines on the Underſtanding, as 
the Sun does on our Eyes; and we can as ſoon find 
Night at Mid-day, as Fallacy in the Axiom ; yet if 
we admit Creation, we muſt daſh out this Principle, 
and by the ſame Authority caſhier all others, and then, 
as blind Men, we ſhall walk in the dark, we ſhall dif. 
courſe without Rule, argue without Reaſon, and, like 
the Dog in the Fable, chop at the Shadow for the Sub- 
ſtance, i. e. we ſhall miſtake Falſhood for Truth, and 
Error for Demonſtration. , 
* Secondly, Tis an undoubted Maxim in Philoſophy, 
that to boulſter up an Opinion, we muſt not multiply 
things without Neceſſity, Non funt multiplicanda antea 
fine Neceſfitate. Now there is no need to forge an infi- 
nite Being, for the World might be of itſelf ab æterno: 
The moſt ſubtle Logician in the World can never make 
it appear that the Hypotheſis implies a Contradiction in 
Terminis, or even by Inference. To what purpoſe do 
we entangle ourſelves in Difficulties ? Why do we 
frame an omnipotent, wiſe, and juſt Creator, with a 
thouſand other pompous Titles, both unintelligible and 
frightful ? Have Fears and Apprehenſions ſuch raviſh- 
ing Charms? Cannot our Underſtandings he pleas'd 
unleſs they are nonplus'd Nor be ſatisfied unleſs we 
hang them on the Tenters ? | 
Thirdly, A thouſand Parts of the Univerſe ſeem not 
only ſuperfluous, but noxious : They are too vile even 
to make a Shew, and are only fit to increaſe the Num- 
ber of Creatures, ſo that they reach not the Quality of 
Mutes, that ſerve, at leaſt, for Pomp and Oftentation : 
Yet were they barely without Employment, without 
| Stadion 
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Station or Deſign, I would let them lie quiet in the State 
of Idleneſs; but alas, they were Executioners by Na- 
ture, as well as Office, and enter into the World to 
plague it: For Example, if there were a God, can you 
imagine he would ſo far abaſe his Power, or proſtitute 
his Wiſdom, as to produce Lice and Fleas? That he 
would foul his Fingers with Toads ; or condemn his 
Omnipotence to dig Flies out of Dunghills ? Methinks 
it would ſuit better with three grand Attributes of a 
Deity, Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to clear the World 
of theſe Plagues, than to ſtock it : Plagues I call them, 
for their very End is Miſchief ; ſome torment a Man, 
others kill him, and the leait troubleſome moleſt him. 
You know, Sir, what a Figure Domitian makes in 
Story for his unbeſeeming Diverſions ; if it be beneath 
a Man to ſlay Vermin, 'tis certainly below God to 
make them. Had I an Inclination to believe the 
World was made, I would turn Manichæan, and ra- 
ther admit two firſt Principles than one : Now if theſe 
Inſects were not created, why ſhould I admit a creating 
Principle of any thing elſe ? Come, Sir, let us ſay 
rather, all things were of themſelves, than vote God 
the Drudgery of making them. They are below the 
Care of an infinite Majeſty, and the Power of the 
Omnipotent. I am perſuaded 'tis leſs irrational to 
deny a God, than to aſſign him the moſt ſordid Em- 
ployments ; firſt, of producing Lice, Fleas and Toa, 
and then of 8 them. I have many other Ex- 
ceptions againſt your Opinion; but theſe ſuffice to diſ- 
card it even of Probability. 

Euſeb. You have propos'd your Difficulties, I will 
return an Anſwer. To the Fir, indeed a Man cannot 
periuade himſelf the Worid was the Product of Neceſ- 
ſity or Chance, without affronting Reaſon, and trick- 
ing his Underſtanding: To ally thote infinite Perfections 
of Eternity and Independence with the Vileneſs of 
creeping Inſects, is to bring to one Centre, Extreams 
that can never meet: Tis to raiſe Vermin above their 
Level, and pull down thoſe vaſt Perfections below 
theirs : "Tis to inveſt Toadt and Frogs with the Appur- 
tenances of the Divinity, and to cloath 'em, like the 
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another: But when we make God the Author of the 


World, we ſtumble upon no Abſurdity; for tho” the 
World be a ſtately Work, yet I conceive it neither ſur. 
paſſes the Power nor the Skill of a moſt powerful and 
molt wiſe Artiit. Omnipotence has certainly an excel. 
lent Knack at making, and an infinite Wiſdom at con- 
triving. Seeing therefore the Perfection of the Work 
is not above the Abilities of the Architect, we do not 
on this Account tranſgreſs any known Principle if we 
aſcribe it to him. 

Indeed, by o—_—_ Creation, I baniſh your ex ni- 
bilo nihil fit, from the Number of Principles; but I do 
not at all intrench upon Nature, nor encroach upon the 
Prerogative of the Underſtanding by out-lawing it: 
"Tis guilty of Intruſion, and holds the Place by the 
favour of Ignorance : Thoſe People who firſt princi- 
pled it, were without Principles themſelves, they knew 
not the Extent of Omnipotence, nor invaded its Privi- 
leges. An omnipotent Power can do any thing that is 
poſſible, f. e. that implies not a Contradiction: Shew 
me, if you can, a Contradiction that an A//-powerful 
Being ſhould make ſomething without the Help of previous 
Matter ; if you cannot, your Principle is juſtly de- 
— Nor will other Maxims be involv'd in its 


iſgrace; they'll keep their Poſt in ſpite of Oppoſi- 


tion, and receive Submiſſion from Reaſon, where-e'er 


they meet it: But if you ſuffer your Maxim to be re- 
ſtrain'd, and not let it ramble into the other World, 
I'll embrace it with open Arms, as Ocellus and Ariftot!: 
did: Yet in this Caſe it will ſignify no more than that 
all natural Generations ſuppoſe a Subject; and in this 
Senſe I ſay of your Principle, what one ſaid of Eu- 
clid's firſt Demonſtration ; They were ſo plain, that an 
Aſs could not miſs them: In a Word, ex nihilo nihil fit. 
Nature can give Being and Life to no new Productions, 
unleſs ſhe has a Subject to work on: In this Point 
ſhe has no Prerogative above a Carver, tho' in 
the other ſhe far exceeds, for her Works are more 
fine and delicate; ſhe gives Life, the other's Skill 
Rops at Figure: But if we look upon God, your * 
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ciple is out of Doors; he can not only work on Mat- 
ter, but make it: This argues, you'll ſay, an Exceſs 
of Power; 'tis true, but yet it does not out- ſtretch 
Omnipotence. 

To the Second, I anſwer, your Argument faulters in 
every Part ; it proves too much, and by conſequence 
juſt nothing: It ſtands for either fide of the Contra- 
diction, and therefore ſupports neither. For as you 
argue thus, Tapas poſſible for the World to exiſt of itſelf, 
therefore ave muſt not father it upon any ſuperior Agent : 
So by the ſame Logick I may conclude, that either all 
the Materials, that compoſe London, rang'd themſelves 
in that fine Order we ſee them, or that Chance and 
Hazard blunder'd upon it, becauſe either way is poſ- 
ſible: Nay, methinks your Argument pleads for any 
Abſurdity : *Tis poſſible for Stones to ſpeak, therefore 
for aught we know they do, when they are alone, and 
if they keep Silence in our Company, 'tis out of the 
ſame Policy Baboons were mute in America (as the In- 
dians told the Spaniards,) wiz. to avoid their Cruelty. 
'Tis poſſible for an excellent Watch to ſtart up from 
a caſual Combination of Atoms : Let us therefore out- 
la 2 ompiony and tranſport the whole Company of 
Watch-makers into Virginia to plant Tobacco; their Art 
is ſuperfluous in England, as well as their Perſons, ſince 
Poſlibility has ſet up Shop, Watches will pour in upon 
us by thouſands, we may take them up as the Fews 
did Quails, and when we have made our own Provi- 
ſion, pleaſure a Friend with half a Dozen. 

Theom. You are in a Vein of Pleaſantry, but Argu- 
ments are ſeldom laught out of Countenance. If Poſ- 
ſibility be a weak Proof, Mirth is a feeble Solution. 

Euſeb. You wrong me, Sir, I am as ſerious as the 
Matter will bear, and if my Diſcourſe has any thing of 
Mirth, you are beholden to the Subject for the Diver- 
hon. A Buffoon under a grave Diſguiſe, may be mi- 
ſtaken for a venerable Alderman; but when he is cas'd, 
the Alderman retires to make room for Scaramouch. 
To treat Fooleries with Reſpect, is to miſplace Cere- 
mony ; and not to lay them open, is but a Degree 
from abetting them, 
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Theom. If Contempt can baffle an Argument, the moft 
ſtrict Demonſtrations are not ſecure : By your leave, 
Sir, you either miſtake the Streſs of my Reaſon, or 
fling in a handful of piquant Raileries to evade it: 
Pray attend; from this Antecedent, 'Twas poſſible fir 
the World to be ab æterno a ſe, this Inference follows, 
therefore it did exif? : For if the World was poſſible 
ab æterno, tis a neceſſary and independent Being; but 
"tis evident that a neceſſary and independent Being is 
eternal, therefore if the World were poſſible ab term, 
"tis manifeſt it did exiſt a /e ab æterno; and there. 
fore, all Recourſe to a Deity is vain and ſuperflu- 
ous. What Abſurdity can be found in fo plain a 
Diſcourſe, but that a Man of Wit did not comprehend 
it ? 

Euſeb. Your Argument with theſe Amendments is 
ſtill defective; it proves not at all the Queſtion, but 
impudently begs it. For it amounts to this, that the 
World was ab æterno, therefore it was ab æterno. If 
you intend to make any thing of your Erthymem, prove 
| firſt the Antecedent, and then we will conſider what iz; 
to be done with the Conſequence. Now I have al. 
ready prov'd the World could not poſſibly exiſt ab term 
(as you ſuppoſe) without any other Proof than a bare 
Aſſertion. In the mean time, methinks this Argu- 
ment proves as forcibly the Contradiction of your 
T hefis tapas not poſſible for the World to exift of itſelf ab 
 #terno, therefore it did not. You will put me without 
doubt to the Proof of the Antecedent, and with Reaſon; 
for till that be eſtabliſh'd, nothing can be concluded: 
But then the ſame Taſk lies on your Hands, and till 
you have evinc'd that "tas palſible for the World to exiſt 
of itſelf ab æterno, your Concluſicn muſt lie dor- 
mant. 

To the third I anſwer : To pronounce on Things at 
random, either marks a great Pride, or a ſuperlative 
Ignorance : You cannot judge which _—_ are uſe- 
ful in a Watch, which are ſuperfluous, unleſs you com- 
prehend the Frame of that artificial Fabrick ; and cer- 
tainly you would conclude very ill, that ſuch a Wheel 


was needleſs, becauſe you did not underſtand its on 
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The World is a curious Engine, compoſed of ten Mil- 
lions of ſecret Springs, do you know the Nature of 
each? If you do not, pray difſe& them, and expoſe 
the Anatomy to our Contemplation ; if you do, you are 
unfit to ſit on the Bench; your Sentence is both raſn 
and erroneous, and you deſerve to ſtand at the Bar for 
having diſgraced the Tribunal. You muſt remember 
this Axiom of St. Thomas, Perfecta bonitas in rebus creatis, 
nn inveniretur, niſi eſet ordo Bonitatis, The Perfection of 
Creatures would be defedtive, if there were no Degrees, no 
Order of Perfection: We ſhould tarniſh the Luſtre, and 
impair the Beauty of the Univerſe, if we diminiſh'd 
the Multitude, or temper'd the Diſproportion of fo 
many Things, that by a moſt admirable Diſſention, 
and a moſt concording Diſcord, conſpire to the Grace 
and Harmony of the Whole : Had you been called to 
Council by the Maker of the World, you would have 
perſuaded him to frame it all of Gold or Diamonds ; 


as that unſkilful Painter, who not being able to copy 


out the charming Features of Hellen, hid them toge- 
ther with his Ignorance under an embroidered Mantua, 
and ſo inſtead of a fair Woman, drew nothing but 
ſhining Drapery, No Creature is ſuperfluous, that 
can proclaim its great Maſter's Glory and Majetty ; 
this 15 a noble Employment, worthy of the Seraphins, 
yet not above the — of Flies and Spiders. Vile 
Inſects are quicken'd by the Almighty, and nothing 
but an Omnipotent Hand can frame them: The Power 
of your Alexanders and Cæſars was never able to breathe 
Life into a Worm: The one pillaged the Ea, in- 
deed, and welter'd in Blood and Slaughter of Inno- 
cents; the other, like a Tempeſt, ſwept all the Ve before 
him; yet, after they had butcher'd a Million of Men, 
they were not able to give Life to a Caterpillar: Beſides, 
how dare you term theſe poor Creatures idle, of whom 
God makes uſe to confound the Pride of Atheiſts, and 
to read continual Leſſons of Humility to all Men? 
Theſe Gentlemen are incredulous, becauſe they over- 
rate their Parts; they ſuppoſe, if there were a God, 
their piercing Wits would make ſtrange Diſcoveries ; 
and becauſe the Majeſty of a Deity dazzles their _ 
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Eye-ſight, they rather chooſe to plunge into Infidelity, 
than to acknowledge their Ignorance : To cure this in- 
ſolent 1 God has flung theſe puny Creatures in 
your Way; he bids you examine the fine Contexture 
of each Part if you can, the Uſe of every Muſcle, the 
Nature of their Souls, and of all thoſe hidden Springs 
that cauſe Life and Motion ; and when you have learnt 
this A, B, C, it will be time enough to aſcend to more 
ſublime Contemplation. Now, Sir, neither. you, nor 
the greateſt Philoſopher that ever breathed, can give a 
tolerable Account of the moſt deſpicable Inſe& : You 
know neither its Nature, nor half its Properties : You 
are as ill inform'd of its Cauſes, as of its Effects; and 
the various Syſtems of Generation and Corruption are 
but ſo many Demonſtrations of God's Power, and 
Man's Weakneſs. So that God lays before you theſe 
Vermin as a Remedy againſt Pride, and what is more, 
azainſt Atheiſm : He blunts thoſe Darts you level againſt 
him by interpoſing Flies and Lice ; he diſarms your In- 
folence, and ſtrikes out of your Hands thoſe Arguments 
you employ againſt him. I cannot, ſay you, compre- 
hend God; an infinite Being paſſes my Conception; 
therefore there is no ſuch Thing: You might as well in- 
fer, that all you ſee is nothing but a Scene of Fallacy 
and Illufion ; that you and I are mere Fantaſms and 
Spectres, the Product of Imagination; for there is not 
one ſingle Thing in the whole Maſs of Creation, you 
comprehend. Your Underſtanding falls under the 
Weight of a Straw, you cannot tell whether it has 
Parts or no Parts, before the Diviſion ; you know ne1- 
ther the Nature of a Stone, nor the Properties of a 
Worm; you are a Stranger even in your own Houte, 
though you think, ſpeak, and move; Thoughts, Speech, 
and Motion puzzle you; we have Aſſurance indeed 
there are ſuch Things; but if we preſs the Inquiry a 
little farther, we —_ expect ſmall Satisfaction. What 
Man, who finds his Underſtanding poſed by ſuch or- 
dinary and trivial Inſtances, who flags under the Con- 
ſideration of almoſt nothing, will be fo bold, and it 
the ſame time ſo fooliſh, as to queſtion God's Exiſtence, 


becauſe he cannot comprehend it? Now, * 1 
thoſe 
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thoſe things you are pleaſed to call idle had no other 
End but to gravel the great Pretenders to Omniſcience, 


to confound their Pride, and to heal their unreaſonable 


Incredulity by Induction, they would render very good 
Service both to their deluded Fellow-creatures, and to 
their Omnipotent Creator. 

Beſides, we have a particular Tenderneſa, as well as 
Value for our Bodies; we rack our Thoughts, and 
even torment our Conſcience to pleaſe them ; they muſt 
be pamper'd at the Expence of our Souls, though they 
burn for the Debauch hereafter. To cure this raging 
Tranſport, God applies a loathſome, but ſovereign Re- 
medy : He ſhews us what our idolized Bodies are by 
the Infection of Lice, Worms, and Toads they produce; 
and oftentimes this humbling Spectacle of Mortality 
frights us more effectually to our Duty, than the Pro- 
ſpe& of the tormenting Inſtruments of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, Darkneſs, and Deſpair. Did theſe poor Gen- 
tlemen, who whine away at a Female's Feet their 
Happineſs, Money, and Souls too, but ſeriouſly con- 
ſider that the Object of their Worſhip muſt once become 
Food to thoſe vile Creatures you both contemn and ab- 
hor; that thoſe Eyes they admire to Adoration, will 
once ſet in .Duſt, and be drown'd in Putrefaction; 
that thoſe Cheeks, that Frenzy ſtiles the Seat of the 
Graces, will be transformed not only into the Throne, 
but even into the Nature of Toads, Worms, and Serpents ; 
did they, I ſay, but conſider thefe obvious but moving 
Truths, they would remove their Affections to thoſe 
noble Objects, and then they would confeſs Vermin is 
more uſeful than they imagin'd. 

Again, all theſe Creatures have many uſeful Pro- 
perties we know, and more we know not: Lice, Snails, 
and Worms are Remedies for ſome Diſeaſes, and I have 
been acquainted with thoſe who adinired a Ragout of 
Maggots. If Toad; and Vipers are poiſonous, they alſo 
afford Antidotes againſt Poiſon ; and if ſometimes they 
kill, they as often fave, A Soup of Vipers is a Medi- 
cine both modiſh and wholeſome ; it ſweetens the 
Blood, and inſpirits it. Certainly Things endowed 
with ſuch excellent Qualities are neither ſuperfluous 

nor 
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nor idle: No, no; they both benefit the World and 
adorn it. Deus, ſays St. Auſtin, Lib. II. de Civ. cap. 2. 
ita artifex magnus in magnis eſt, ut minor non fit in parwis, 
gue parva non ſua granditate que nulla eſt, ſed artifices 
Japientia metienda eſt: God is ſo great a Workman in 
great Things, that he is not leſs in ſmall ones; they 
are not to be meaſured by their Greatneſs, becauſe 
they have none, but by the Wiſdom of the Artiſt. 

In fine, to conclude with William Biſhop of Paris, 
Naſcitur aranea cum lege, libro & Jucerna : God has in- 
ſtructed all Creatures in every Point of their Duty : 
The very Spider brings into the World its Rules, Book, 
and Torch, and knows its Leſſon as ſoon as tis able 
. to learn it. At the firſt Signal of the Omnipotent, 
they all fall to work : The Bee makes innocent Inroads 
upon Flowers, the Sillauorm ſpins out its own En- 
trails, and weaves royal Robes for Princes; the Fiſh 
ſport in the Waters, the Beaſts of Service expect the 
Commands of their Maſters ; and ſmall Seeds, though 
dead, give Life to Trees, which bring Men both Plea. 
ſure and Profit. Nothing is idle, nothing refractory in 
the World but Men, who abuſe their Liberty to their 
Shame, and miſpend the precious Moments of their 
Lives to their eternal Ruin. 

From the Superfluities of Inſects you ſtep over to 
their Vileneſs; and indeed, if the - firſt Fault were 
proved home, I would ſay guilty to the other. For 
certainly a Thing too inconſiderable to fill any Office 
in the vaſt Empire of the Univerſe, muſt be meanly 
provided with Abilities. I ſuppoſe, Sir, your Appre- 
henſion takes the juſt Meaſure of Things, that it never 
over-flouriſhes Objects, but agrees exactly with the 
Pattern: Your Judgment is — by the Model 
in the Apprehenſion, and if this be exact, that cannot 
well be miſtaken. Now I have heard Gold ſhines very 
gloriouſly on your Head, and that you fanſy Diamonds 
ſpakle more in your Cabinet, than in that of the great 
Mogul: Theſe things you judge neither below your 
Care, nor your Eſteem; and thovid I venture to call 
them a baſe Lumber, vile Minerals, or childiſh Trifles, 


you would ſuſpe&t my Prudence: Yet all the TOR 
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of the Golcundian Mines, all the Ore of Potoſi falls 
ſhort of the Perfection of the vileſt Anin...!. Gold 
may ſhine, but cannot breathe ; Diamonds may glitter, 
but cannot move; an Inſe& crawls in a more elevated 
Sphere ; it lives, and this ſole Prerogative is above 
the Reach and Capacity of Metal ; indeed theſe things 
are handſomely varniſh'd; and 'tis the Colour alone 
that juſtifies your Eſteem, and makes ſome Atonement 
for your Dotage, If therefore you have not quite for- 
ſaken Reaſon, either eſteem Gold or Jewels leſs, or 
Inſects more; if thoſe are vile, you muſt think of a 
new World, to expreſs the Baſeneſs of the other. 

I cannot diſmiſs this Argument, till I have brought 
the Epicurean Part of it to examen. Tis below the 
Majeſty of God, you ſay, to extend his Care to the 
Direction and Conſervation of ſuch deſpicable Crea- 
tures ; and then very philoſophically you infer he does 
not; but becauſe this does not ſerve your Turn, you 
advance a Step, and tell us, they may as well come 
into the World without his Help, as continue with- 
out it. 


Your Argument is built on a falſe Hypotheſis ; there 


is no Creature deſpicable in the whole Univerſe but the 


proud Atheiſt, who thinks ſo. Hearken to Ariftotle, 
who faw as far into Nature as any of our Libertines, 


Lib. i. de Partu Animal. cap. 5. Viliorum animalium ra- 
lionem propen/ionemg; puerilt faſtidio ſprewviſſe dignum nequa= 
quam eft, cum nulla fit res Nature, in qua non mirandum 
aliguid inditum haleatur: To flight the Oeconomy and Per- 
fedlion of the muſt imperfett Animal is childiſh, ſeeing there 
is nothing in Nature ſo minute and inconſiderable, that has 
not ſame Qualities worthy of Admiration. The Vileneſs 
of the moſt abject Worm conſiſts not in the Perfection it 


poſſeſſes, but in thoſe it wants: Tis relatively ſo; and 


in this Senſe, every limited Being is ſuperlatively vile, 
if compar'd with the boundleſs Perfection of the Crea- 
tor. But if we conſider them in themſelves, they par- 
ticipate ſome faint Rays of Divine Perfections; they 
are the Effects of his Power, and Objects of bis Love; 
for had their Natures no Similitude with the Perfections 
ef God, he could not hive produc'd them; and did 
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he not love them, he would not : Now to make them 
worthy both of his Power and Love, and not of his 
Care, is ridiculous and impious. Indeed did we tra- 
veſty God into a Shepherd, as the Poets did Apollo; did 
we ſuppoſe he left his Godhead in Heaven, to feed 
Flocks on Earth, or that he took up his Habitation 
with Piſmires, or lodg'd in Dunghills with Worms, 


your Objection would appear reaſonable ; but we muſt 


caſt off theſe Anthropomorphite Principles. To act on 
Earth, he needs not abandon Heaven ; nor diſpatch 
Courtiers to intimate his Orders, or Deputies to exe- 
cute em; he is as neceſſarily in all Places, as in all 
Times : He created all things without Labour, and 
conſerves them without Solicitude. The Management 
of the World neither takes one Grain from his Hap- 
pineſs, nor adds one; he is as much at Leiſure ſince its 
Creation as before; and tho' he be without Embaraſ;, 
he is never idle. Beſides, though we cannot dabble in 
Pitch without being defil'd, that Aphoriſm of the wiſe 
Man concerns not him; he ſhines in Mire, glitters in 
Dirt, and like the Sun gilds corrupted Carcaſſes, with- 
out being tainted or ſullied. I therefore conclude your 
Philoſophy is of the ſame Piece with your Divinity, 
and both are drawn from the Original of Epreure : 
They are too fooliſh, methinks, to trepan a wiſe Man, 
and too blaſphemous to engage a good Man; and in- 


deed I am half perſuaded you laugh at his Syſtem in 


your Heart, tho' you applaud it in Public, and would 
eaſily deſert his Belief, if you could enjoy, without Re- 
morſe, the Benefit of condeſcending Moralities. 
Theom. Come, Sir, you have . ah enough upon 
gins to ſmell of 
Vermin, we have been upon an uncleanly vr LO 
diſcourſe of Worms, Toads and Maggots looks like tread- 
ing Eels out of Mud ; they are unphiloſophical Em- 
ployments, and we will commit the farther Diſcuſſion 
of the Poet to a Committee of Go/d-finders, or a Club 
of Rake-kennels. 


DIALOGUE 
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DIALOGUE XXII. 
The ſeventh Proof. The palpable Abjurdities which fel- 


low from no GoD, demonſtrate there is one. 


! Omit many other Arguments that plea d moſt 
powerfully for a God; in this Number we 
may place Miracles and Propheſies. If ever there were 
a Miracle, all the Acheiſt's fine Hypotbeſes fall to the 
Ground, all the Leaves in V inaſor Foreſt will not be 
able to hide the Folly cf his Incredu'ity; for if ever a 
dead Man has been brought back to Life, it muſt have 
been done by a Power above the Encrgy of natural 
Cauſes : To revive a dead Man, is as hard as to in- 
faſe Life into Marble, and I think all the Abilities of 
Nature can never reach this Operation. Now that 
ſuch Miracles have been wrought in the World, may 
be made out by as plain Evidence, as the Nature of 
paſt Matters of Fact require, z. e. by unqueſtionable 
Authority, and more can neither rationally be expected 
nor deſired. 

Apain, to foretel Things that depend merely upon 
the Exerciſe of our Free-will, is a manifeit Argument. 
of a God; for an Underſtanding, that can foreſee what 
will happen, by tie ſame Perſpicacity muſt know what 
has happened, aud a fortiori, whatever does actually 
happen, and by conſequence whatever can be known. 
Now ſuch a vat Extent of Knowledge can only ſuit 
wich a Being infinitely perfect, at leaſt far ſup erior to 
Man: For as Pindar takes Notice, Ad futura cœcutiunt 
mentes humane, Future Events lie out of the Sphere of hu- 
man Underſtandirgs : We ſee nothing but Obſcurity and 
Darkneſs before us; we cannot tell what Changes, 
what Revolutions of Deſigns may be made in our Breaſts 
before To- morrow, much leſs what other Men will ſay 
or do a hundred Years hence. Whence the Latins call 
foretelling of Things, Divinatio, as if it was the pecu- 
liar Privilege of the Divinity: And the Prophet Jaiab 
bids the Gods of the Heathens prove their Title to 

Vo. II. 3 Worſhip 
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Worthip by Prophecy. Enunciate que wentura ſunt in 
futurum, & ſtiemus quia Dii eſtis vos. 

Now it is clear beyond Diſpute, that Men have fore- 
told future Events with all their Circumſtances ; which 
they could not do by the Force of human Wit and 
Induſtry : Therefore, they received the Faculty from 
another who can dive into. Futurities, and diſcover all 
the Windings and Mzanders of the Hearts of Men to 
come, as well as of thoſe who are, and have been. I 
wall cull ont two or three Prophecies of a hundred 
which may be found in our Scripture, and defire you 
to ſpend a cool and impartial Thought upon them, 
1 Kings, chap. xii. whilſt Jeroloam ſacrificed on an Altar 
to Baal, a Prophet cried out, A/tare, Altare, hac dicit 
Dominus, ecce Filius naſcetur domi David, Joſias Nomine, 
& immclabit ſuper te Sacerdotes excelſorum, qui nunc in te thura 
ſuccendunt. This happened exactly 361 Years after: 
The Prophet Jaiab, c. 41. foretels the Empire of G- 
rus and his Name 2co Years before he was born. Da- 
mel the Subverſion of the Cha/dean Monarchy, the Gran- 
deur of the Median, Perſian, Grecian and Reman Empires; 
nay, he deſcends to particular Accidents, ſo that he 
ſeems rather to compile a Story of paſt, than a Pro- 

hecy of future TranſaGions ; yet the Event runs even 
with his Prediction, 'tis true to a Letter, and therefore 
to Admiration. Now this alone wounds Atheiſm mor- 
tally, and ſtabs its grand Principle, There is no Gad. 
For this Diſcourſe is molt certain, Nothing in Nature is 
able to foreſee things which depend merely upon the Free-will 
ef Man, and will happen ſome Apes after: But "tis certain 
that Men have foreſeen things that defended en the Free- 
«vill of Man, and did happen ſeveral Ages after they were 
feretold, therefore there is an intelligent Being abowe Na- 
ture. You can only evade the Force af the Argument 
by denying the Matter of Fact; but when you ftrike 
upon .an evident Abſurdity, and mutt call in all Re- 
cords, there is not any Story in the World more au- 
thentic, than that of the Scripture : Now to diſbelieve 
all Hiſtory out of Fear of being impoſed on, is to play 
the Fool with Caution, and to ſtretch Wearineſs into 


Stupidity. I intend not to deſcant on thoſe two Proo!s, 
: : ; nor 
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nor to draw them up to their full Advantage; confront 
them at leiſure, with Hiſtory both ſacred and profane; 
compare the Text with Events, puſh on the Examen 
not only to Exactneſs, but to the Extremity of Criti- 
ciſm, only ſtop within the Terms of Reaſon, and ex- 

& no greater Evidence than Things paſt will bear: 
Do not firſt paſs Sentence, and then examine Evi- 
dences, firſt condemn, and then inquire into the Me- 
rits of the Cauſe, and I am confident you will confeſs, 
Things have been both done and foretold, that come 
not within the Reach of Nature; and therefore you 
will be obliged to acknowledge there is ſomething that 
commands Nature, and calls thoſe things, that are not, 
by their Name, as well as thoſe that are. 

Theem. I will take into Conſideration your Propoſals 
in due Time; but pray read us the Regiſter of Abſur- 
dities: This is your preſent Taſk, and I am impaticnt 
to hear it. 

Euſeb. I ſhall open my Indictment with an Accuſa- 
tion able to make a Man's Ears tingle, notwithſtand- 
ing your Tenets are guilty of the Impeachment. There is 
no God, you ſay, no Providence to watch over the Chil- 
dren of Men, no Goodneſs to reward Virtue, no Juilice 
to puniſh Vice; hope of a future Bliſs is but a pleaſing 
Imagination, fear of 'Torments but a vain Bugbear, in- 
vented by Melancholy, and improved by Cuſtom; 
does not this accurſed Doctrine open the Gate to 
Pride, Arrogance and Tyranny ? Does it notlet in upon 
us Perßdiouffeſs, Perjury, and Sacrilege ? Does it not in- 
vite Mankind to turn off Shame; to caſhier Modeſty; 
to plunge into the Mire of Laſciviouſneſs; and in 
ſhort, to break of all Commerce, all Correſpondence 
with Neighbours, Friends and Relations? Now can 
any thin = imagined more abſurd, than to father ſuch 
horrid, ſuch univerſal Corruptions on the firſt greateſt 
and ſupreme Truth ? 'This all Atheiſts do. For as 
the prime Verity (if there be a God) is, There is a God, 
who rules, directs, and governs the Univerſe; ſo if 
there be none, that muſt be degraded, and this ſubſti- 
tuted in its Place, There is no God who rules, directs, and 
governs the Univerſe ; but this Truth will extinguiſh 

I 2 Fear, 
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Fear, and ſtifle Reverence ; it lets looſe the whole 
Crowd of Paſſions, and expoſes the World to Pillage 
and Rapine; for Men void of Fear, are void of Ke- 
ſtraint, and ſo ſet up Appetite for the Standard of all 
their Actions. 

Secondly, It will follow, that a Falſhood, an Impoſſi- 
bility, a mere Chimera, is the Cauſe of Religion, of Ju- 
ſtice, Temperance, and ModeRy ; that it is the Foun- 
dation of Peace, Concord, and the very Baſis that ſup- 
ports all well-orcered-Common wealths ; for the Per- 
ſuaſion of a Deity, the Fear of his Anger, and Hope 
of his Mercy awe Men more than civil Rewards or 
Puniſhments. Now is it not down-right Madneſs, to 
think, that a Chimera, a mere Fiction, that has no 
Being, but in ſome deluded Brain, ſhould countenance 


Virtue and perſuade it? Should diſcountenance Vice, 


and load it with Shame and Infamy ; whereas the 
rime Truth in the Atheiſts Catechiſm, There is no God, 
Jeads Men into all Abominations. 

Thirdly, It will follow, that Wiſdom ſtifles Virtue, 
and Error cheriſhes it ; for if there be no God, it's 
Error and Fclly to believe there is one, tis a Piece of 
Wiſdom to ſtan { up and proteſt againſt a Forgery, ſo 
prejudicial to Truth, Reaion, and Senſuality : It's a 
Piece of Wiſdom to maintain that Truth and Wiſdom 
are Plagues, not only to particular Men, but even to 
Societies; that they drown Kingdoms in Deluges of 
Corruption, and cut off the Bands of Unity, that knit 
the Parts together ; that they muit be clapt under the 
Hatches, and condemn'd to Darkneſs and Confine-— 
ment, as Traitors to Humanity, and Rebels to Go- 
vernment : Bat then on the other Side, it follows, that 
Error and Ignorance ſupport Commerce, maintain 
Tranquility, and enliven Society; that they are to be 
promoted as the Source and Origin of all Good, that 
they eniigiten the Underſtanding, poliſh the Will, 
and not only render People wile, but good. 

Fourthly, That all thoſe Heroes who have been fa- 
mous, either for Learning or Piety, were wretchedly 
miſtaken in a thing of the higheſt Concern : They fell 
down beſore an airy Statue of God, forg'd in the _ 

uc 


— — G 


The GENTLEMAN Hiſtructed. I73 


ſtruck out of Error, and ſhap'd by Viſion, Cuſtom and 
Education : Whilſt Men, unprovided of Wit, deſtitute 
of Conſcience, of profligate Lives, and of worſe Prin- 
ciples, burthenſome to their Countries, and ſcanda- 
lous to their very Species, unravel the Truth, and un- 
maſk the grand Impoſture : Before a Man can believe 
ſo potent an Abſurdity, he muſt turn off Reaſon, and 
conclude, that the worſt of Men were the beſt; the 
moſt illiterate, the moſt wiſe ; and th-ſe who have ever 
Juitly been eſteem'd Monſters, the only Ornaments of 
our Kind. 

Fifthly, That to pay Homage and Obedience to God, 
to fear Puniſhment, or hope for Reward, are fooliſh 
and vain Actions, and wholly oppoſite to Reaſon : For 
to revere, worſhip, and tremble at a Chimera, is both 
childiſh and ridiculous. It's unreaſonable and impious 
into the Bargain : If therefore God fits on the ſame Le- 
vel with an Impoſſibility, if he has no other Being, 
than what a deluded Underſtanding is pleaſed to give 
him, he is no more to be valued, than all thoſe im- 
poſſible Combinations that are ſpawn'd by Fancy, and 
crawl in the Imagination. 

Sixthly, "That Impiety, Sacrilege and Blaſphemy 
are laudable Actions, and agreeable to the moit invio- 
lable Dictates of Reaſon. For if there be no God, all 
the Actions that fly in his Face, that attack his imagi- 
nary and uſurp'd Grandeur are good: Fi, Becauſe 
they are public Proteſtations oft a Truth, wiz. That 
there is a God. And, Secondly, Becaule they are effica- 
cious Means to diſabuſe Mankind, and to withdraw it 
from the erroneous Perſuaſions of a Deity and Provi- 
dence. Pray, Sir, tell me, are not theſe moiſt diſmal 
Conſequences ? Are they not able to chill the Blood, 
and to caſt Humanity into Convulſions? They cannot 
be thought on without Horror, nor believ'd without 
Fury. Had I a Hand in the Government, or any 
Power with the Commons, I would bring all the Abet- 
tors of thoſe lewd Tenets within the Statutes of Trea- 
ſon. They tend directly to the Subverſion of Order 
and Diſcipline. When Men believe ſo looſe Princi- 
ples, their Actions cannot be regular, Nothing but 
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want of Occaſions to be Villains can plead for their 
Horefly : Impotence alone is the Guard of their Inno- 
cence, and of their Neighbours Safety. 

Zheom. You are ſmart upon Atheiits, and methinks 
intend to hector them into Religion, rather than con. 
vince them. But, Sir, a littie Reaſon goes farther 
than much Satire, they are Men of Mettle, and dare 
look a Rhodomontade in the Face : 'They will not be 
frighted out of their Opinion with Buckram In- 
vective, 

£Euſeb. Did you ſee a Raſcal ready to ſet Fire to your 
Houle, or a Bravo making at your Breaſt with a drawn 
Sword, in ſuch Exigencies you would lay aſide Forma- 
lity and Ceremony : And I ſuppoſe ſuch extraordinary 
Circumſtances would eaſily juſtify a little Smartneſs. 
Ibis is our preſent Cafe. By denying a Deity, you 
pull off all Reſtraint, you let looſe the whole Kennel 
of Vices, and hollow in Pride, Rapine and Cruelty, 
to worry us; you do not only lop off the Branches of 
Subordination and Government, but tear them up by 
the Roots, and undermine the very Foundation of So- 
ciety: We cannot carry on any Commerce, nor live 
in any Corporation, without truſting ſometimes our 
Neighbour : For it is impoſſible to make all Matters fo 
fure, as to leave nothing to Honeſty and Honour. 
Truſt is the Ground, the Baſis and firſt Principle of 
Commerce; without this, we muſt ſtand at Defiance 
with all the World, and place Security in our Power 
alone. Now if there be no Superior to awe us, no 
Principle within us that points out Good and Evil, it's 
abſurb and fooliſh to truſt any Man ; for there is no 
Ground for ſuch a Confidence in your Hyponbeſis, no- 
thing that can perſuade a Man to facrifice his Intereſt 
to Truth and Juſtice. ; 

For if there be no God, Man is his own Law, and 
therefore can offend no body but himſelf ; nay, nor can 
he offend himſelf ; for if he be ſupream, whatever he 
does is right. Let him contrive Plots againſt Church 
and State; let him worry the Innocent, or prey upon 
the Poor, he remains loyal, tho' plung'd in Treaſons; 
ſpotleſs, tho' dipt in Blood; and without Sin, —_— 

oade 


The GENTLEMAN Viiſtructed. 175 


loaded with Crimes. Now ſuch Doctrine muſt of ne- 
ceſſity unhinge Society, and turn Kingdoms into Heaps 
of Rubbiſh, and Piles of Confuſion; for it withdraws 
all thoſe Props that ſuſtain Obedience, and breaks thoſe 
Bands that cement Unity. A Man muſt be made of 
Ice not to expreſs ſome Concern at the Approach of ſo 
threatning a Danger. 

. Theom, Of what Danger? 

Euſeb. Of our Lives and Fortunes; for nothing can 
ſecure them but the Impotence of Atheiſts. We are 
outlaw'd by your Principles already, and ſhould quickly 
be clap'd on the Gallows did your Power correſpond 
with your Intentions, at leaſt to your Maxims. But 
your Forces are diſpers'd, they are canton'd in Ta- 
verns and Bawdy-Houſes, and it's hard to draw them 
into a Body; ſo that the Government ſtands, becauſe 
you want Strength to overturn it : We enjoy Liberty, 
becauſe you cannot enſlave us; and our Eſtates, be- 
cauſe you dare not invade them. 

Theom, Theſe are reflecting Hints, and rather plead 
for Incivility than a God ; I had rather connive at the 
Affront than revenge it, and attribute it rather to Heat 
than Advertence. 

Euſeb. Under Favour, Sir, tho' your Tenets raiſe my 
Indignation, I think they deſerve it; yet Paſſion has 
not dimm'd my Underſtanding ; I ſpeak with Reflec- 
tion; and if my Diſcourſe difbleaſe you, thank your 
Principles for the Mortification. I ſay again, if there 
be no God, Maa has no Superior ; if he has no Supe- 
rior, he can be ſubject to no Law; he can neither do 
well nor ill; for Good and Evil are relative Denomi- 
nations, and ſuppoſe a Law that prohibits the one, 
and either commands or counſels the other ; if he can 
do no ill, and is perſuaded of this impeccable Prero- 
gative, why will he not glut his Ambition with 'Trea- 
ſons and Murders ; his Avarice with Rapines ; and his 
Incontinence with his Proſtitutions ; Theſe Actions fit 
very eaſy on Conſcience ; they ſpawn on Senſe, and 
charm Nature; nay, according to your grand Maxim, 
they deſerve the Name of Virtues, as well as Obedi- 
ence, Juſtice, or Chaſtity, and are more eaſily practis'd 
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vhan forbern : Indeed, tho' you be neither under the 
Reſtraint of Natural Laws nor Divine, Civil Laws 


may tright you ſometimes from the Practice; for A- 
theiſts of all Men dote on their Skin, they love not to 


make a public Intrado into the Old- Bally, nor to be 
carted in Ceremony to Hide-Park-Corner. But then 
what Government can be ſecure, when Subjects obey 
meerly for want of an Opportunity to rebel? And 
are only innocent when Intereſt forbids them to be 
guilty ? | 

{heem. This is an odious Subject, pray let us ſtep 
over it ; I am afraid you will turn Evidence, if Paſſion 
carries you a little farther, and I may be put to the 


Exigence of ſolving Difficulties at the Bar. I will 


now return an Anſwer to your moſt material Ob- 
jection. You ſay, if there be no God, that Juſtice, 
Temperance, Modeſty, and Obedience flow from a 
meer Chimera; that Fiction, Impoſture and Falſhood 
ſupport Society ; this you ſtorm at, and throw it a- 
mong the firit Claſs of Abſurdities : But pray reflect, 
that [gnorance and Policy at Rome and Athens ſet up a 
Multiplicity of Gods, they carv'd Idols of all Sizes, 
and of all Creatures ; they perſuaded the Vulgar that 
their mute Statues puniſh'd Vice, and rewarded Vir— 
tue. This Impoſture cheated many into Juſtice, Cha- 
ſity, and Obedience. You cannot deny but Deiſts 
were imaginary, that they were as void of Senſe, as 


of Reaſon, and were ſo far from being able either to 


protect their Proſelytes, or chaſtiſe their Enemies, that 
they could not defend themſelves. In fine, Sir, they 
were Nothing, yet theſe Nothings, theſe Chimera's ſcar'd 
People into their Duty, and aw'd them into heroic 
Flights of Morality. If the Perſuaſion of a God, 
(tho' there be no ſuch Thing) works the ſame Effects, 


where lies the Abſurdity ? If Falſhood, two thouſand 


Years ago, gull'd People into Submiſſion, and wheed- 
led them into Virtue, it may pray over again the ſame 
Game in our Age; , are liable to Ignorance, as well 
as the Athenians or Komans, and what either 2 
their Hopes, or enliven their Fears, may make Im- 


Eujeb. 
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Euſeb. I confeſs that the Perſuaſion of the antient Pa- 
gans was erroneous, and falſe in particular, but not in 
general: They acknowledg'd a Deity who look 'd in- 
to Human Affairs, and who would once exact a ſtrict 
Account of their moſt minute Actions; ſo far they 
were right ; but then when they _ this Notion of 
a God to Stocks or Stones, to wicked Men or accurſed 
Demons, they deviated trom Truth: The Principle 
therefore of Theſe Men was true, wiz. 4 Ged: But 
the Application of it to Jupiter, Mars or Jen was er- 
roneous ; for theſe were Perſons of moſt protligate 
Morals : The firſt, an Adulterer, the ſecond, a Mur- 
therer, and the third, a moſt impudent Harlot. So 
that neither the Attributes of a Divinity, nor the Ma- 
nazement of the World, nor the Vengeance of ill 
Actions, nor the Reward of good ones belong'd to 
them. Now when Men abſtain'd from Immorality oat 
of Fear of offending God, or practis'd Virtue out of 
Deſire to pleaſe him; they were not mov'd by this 
Perſuaſion, that there was a ſupream Being, who hated 
IIl, and_lov'd Good; and would puniſh that, and re- 
ward this; which univerſal Perſuaſion is moſt true; 
and Virtue that ſtands on this Principle, has no Ca- 
mera to ſupport it: Indeed they clap the Divinity on 
Men, inveſted Devils with its great Prerogatives, and 
worſhip'd thoſe Gods of their own Inſtitution; and fo 
blunder'd about the particular Subje& of Adoration, 
notwithſtanding they retain'd the Notion of a Deity 
able to chaſtiſe the wicked, and ſo had a kind of true 
Foundation of political and moral Virtue : But if there 
be no God, or if he mews himſelf up in Heav:n, 
without entring into our Concerns, the very Foundation 
of all Probity, all Subordination is falſe and fictitious, 
and by conſequence, all 'I'ruſt, Commerce, Piety and 
Society are ſuſtain'd by Impoſture and Forgery, which 
is an Opinion ſo unkind to our very Nature, and {10 
irrational, that no Man can abett it without Folly and 
Madneſs. 

A Gentleman of the Company interrupted Euſbius. 
Sir, ſaid he, I confeſs your Arguments have Force; 
they are rational, and a _ mult be very hard to pleaſe 
| 5 that 
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that will not reliſh them. But unleſs our Souls are 
immortal, what Reaſon have Men either to love his 
Goodneſs, or to fear his Severity ? His Bleſſing muſt 
ſtop with our Breath, and his Curſes cannot overtake 
us in Eternity: For if Death robs us of Life and Be- 
ing, all our Hopes and Fears are at a ſtand : They dif. 
appear with our laſt Sigh, and vaniſh into nothing. So 
that the Doctrine of a God is not ſufficient alone to re. 
form Mankind, and all Religion may be regarded as 
uſeleſs, or flung among the Ceremonies Divines term 
. Diaphera ; for if my Soul be mortal, future Rewards 
are impoilible, as well as Torments : Why then ſhould 
F court Virtue at the Expence of preſent Satisfaction? 
Or withſtand Appetite with the Forfeiture of Pleaſure ? 
Why ſhould I bridle Luſt, or preſcribe Bounds to my 
Ambition, if neither Continence be regarded, nor 
Pride humbled ? Por my part I own ingenuouſlly, I 
ſhall make the beſt uſe of Time, till I am ſure there is 
an Eternity. I ſhall trim up my Houſe of Clay, and 
lay out my Stock on Reparations : My Paſſions ſhall 
live at Diſcretion, and range without Controul. 

If my Arguments convince you that there is a God, 
replied Eujebius, you cannot queſtion the Immortality 
of the Soul. God and the Immortality of the Soul 
are Correlatives, and whatever Proof makes for the 
one, eſtabliſhes the other: For as I hinted: above, if 
there be a God, he is juſt, and therefore crowns Virtue, 
and revenges Vice : Now it is evident that the Juſt of- 
tentimes in this Life receive no Reward, and the Impi- 
ous no Puniſhment ; therefore they muſt receive it in 
the next; therefore our Souls muſt not die with our 
Bodies; therefore they are immortal. Again, if our 
Souls are immortal, there is a God. For ſuppoling this 
noble Prerogative, which way did the Soul come by it, 
but by the Goodneſs and Power of an infinite Agent ? 
It can neither by the Effet of Matter nor Motion; 
t eſe Things are below the Level of a Spirit, they have 
either Life nor Knowledge; how can they infuſe into 
another thoſe Per fections that are Strangers to them- 
ſelves ? Did our Souls fteal a Being from all Eternity? 


Where were they before they enter'd our _—_ ? 
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Who order'd my Soul to take Poſſeſſion of my Body 
rather than of another ? Or where did it hover before 
it found the Settlement ? I ſuppoſe Pythagoras's Metemp- 
ficoſis is grown out of Faſhion in Europe, we ſend Souls 
no more on Expeditions of Knight-Errantry ; they 
ſcorn to take up with Swine, or to lodge with Camels 
and Elephants. If therefore they are immortal Spi- 
rits, you cannot avoid a Creator; neither Hazard, 
Motion, or Matter can give us a good Account of their 
Origin. 

Euſebius deſired another Meeting the next Day, to 
put an End to the Conference. One Seſſion, ſaid he, 
addrefling himſelf to the Company, will compleat the 
Work, and I defire your Preſence ; I will only draw up 
in ſhort the Sum of our Diſpute, that you may at one 
View ſee the Strength of my Proofs, and the Weak- 
neſs of my Adverſaries : And then, Theomachus, if (in 
{ſpite of Light) you reſolve to remain in Darkneſs, 
(after I have detected your Errors) I'll pity your Obſti- 
nacy, The Company accepted of the Appointment, 
and ſo broke up. But Theomachus, after mature Deli- 
beration, thought beit to wave the Interview ; he had 
been too often foil'd to venture another Puſh : Beſides, 
he perceiv'd that ſome of the Gentlemen began to 
waver : The Reaſons of Euſebius had done Execution; 
altho' indeed none had declar'd for Religion, many ap- 
prov'd it; fo that he fear'd another Conference, with 
a ſhort Exhortation might detach ſome, and weaken 
his Party. And if the Succeſs of the Controverſy 
ſhould be put to Vote, he foreſaw nothing but Shame 
for himſelf, and Victory for his Antagoniſt : But the 
Matter being not determined (ſaid he to one of his In- 
timates) hike thoſe who have a Suit depending, we 
may both pretend Right, and ſo we ſhall part Stakes. 
oy to withdraw handſomly, he ſent Eyebius tis 
Letter, | 


STR, 
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STR, 3 
7 Am ſorry Neceſſiiy has forcd me to diſappoint you Te- 


morrow ; an unforeſeen Affair requires my Abſence from 
Town ; tis both important and preſſing, ſo that 1 cannot re- 
tard my Departure one Day without great Prejudice to my 
Concerns, and Danger to a Relation. I therejere diſengage 
any Word, and preſume you will excuſe and pardon my Inci- 
wility : When 1 have rid my Hands of this troubleſome 
Accident, | 


You may command, S 7 R, 


Yours, 


Euſebius read the true Deſign of Theomachus under his 
falſe Pretence ; and eaſily perceiv'd he retir'd to avoid 
both Conviction and Confuſion, and indeed it's hard to 
determine which he dreaded moſt, For he was jealous 
of his Honour to Phrenzy, and obſtinate in Infidelity to 
Madneſs. Notwithſtanding Ex/ebius next Morning met 
the other Gentlemen at the Rendezvous, who were con- 
cern'd at the ſudden Retreat of their Hero, yet ſome 
excus'd, tho' others blam'd him. Euſebius addreſſing 
himſelf to the Company, ſpoke to this Purpoſe. 


The Concluſion of the CONFERENCE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


W E meet To- day to finiſh the Diſpute; and 1 
thought the Controverſy alſo, but the unex- 
pected Retreat, (I would ſay Flight) of Theomachus has 
baffled my Hopes. Had he not ſuſpected the Juſtice 
of his Cauſe, why did he ſo ſhametully deſert it? I 
had no Deſign on his Honour, but on his Impiety. I 
ſhould have diſelaim'd the Glory of Conqueſt, had he 
but acknowledged his Defeat, and abjur'd an Error, 
that wall at laſt ruin him, and thoſe who inconſide- 
rately abett it. Nay, an humble Confeſſion . ye 
rut 
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ruth had ſecur'd his Reputation from Obloquy; the 
Blemiſh had fallen on the Cauſe, not on his Wit; 
but the Glory of Submiſſion to the Truth = been 
wholly imputed to his Candour and the Sincerity of his 
Temper. People had thrown the Reproach of Atheiſm, 
rather on the Miſinformation of his Underſtanding, 
than on the Peverſeneſs of his Will, fo that he could 
only fear to be eſteem'd more unfortunate than crimi- 
nal: But this ungenteel Flight lays him open to the 
Severity of Cenſure, and all underſtanding Men muſt 
neceſſarily conclude, he wanted Abilities to defend a 


bad Cauſe, and Conſcience to diſown it. But I'll leave 


him to himſelf, and where can he be more uneaſy, 
than in his own Company ? Though he be without a 
God, he is not without Fear, and who can ſleep ſecure 
that harbours ſuch a Fury? Atheiſts (like the China 
Mandarins) are waited on by Hangmen that puniſh 
their own Delinquencies : 'They can never avoid the 
Arreſt and Execution of their Conſciencies ; tho' they 
make a Sport of God, and a Diverſion of Crimes in 
public, they are more ſerious in private; which is a 
ſhrewd Sign their Atheiſm is imaginary, tho' their Im- 
piety be real. A God, or no God, Gentlemen, is an im- 
portant Queſtion ; and thoſe who incline to the Nega- 
tive, would do well to examine it with Care, with 
Study, with Coolneſs and Impartiality, before they 
come to a final Reſolution. When the Athenians heard 
of the Death of their mortal Enemy Philip the Maceds- 
zian, they were preſently for manifeſting their Joy by 
ſome public Scene of Jollity : But a Fellow among the 
Crowd bid em firſt be ſure he was dead, leſt one Day 
they might find him alive by the Severity of his Re- 
venge. The Atheiſt of all Men ſhould follow th's 
wholſome, this prudent Advice; and notning but a ſtrict 
Demonſtration can ſecure him: For all the plauſible 
Sophiſms in the World will never reſcue him from 
Danger; nor by Conſequence his Election from Folly: 
For ſo long as he is not demonſtratively ſecure there 
is no Deity, for any thing he knows there is one; and 
if there be, he will certainly feel the Exigence of that 
_ dreadful 
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: — — 


* - — — — — —— ——E— —m—— — —— — — 3 — moo a * Py wa 


182 The GENTLEMAN Hiſtructed. 


dreadful Majeſty he deny'd, by the Rigour of his 
Juſtice : It's therefore our Intereſt to believe there is a 
God, and to ſquare our Actions by this Belief ; for we 
can be no Loſers by Credulity ; but may be undone 
eternally by Infidelity : Indeed the Atheiſt is ſenſible 
enough his Caſe is deſperate, if there be a God, and if 
one may believe him, wiſhes nothing more, than that it 
were in his Power to credit his Being: But, ſays he, 
this is the proper Work of Demonſtration : Evidence 
alone ſettles the Judgment, of which I am wholly un- 
furniſh'd : But this 1s a Blindneſs rather than an Ex- 
cuſe : A petty Artifice to excite Compaſſion, or to hide 
Folly and Madneſs under the Dreſs of Sincerity. If 
they expect Mathematical Evidence, they will die A- 
theiſts, for ſuch Conviction is impoſſible ; and they that 
will only ſubmit to Proofs of which the Matter is un- 
capable, ſhould rather purge than diſpute : He is fitter 
for Phylick than Reaſon, and I would counſel him to 
ſhave and air his Brain. 

Now let me deſire you, Gentlemen, by all that is 
dear, to take this Matter into Conſideration, it de- 
ſerves Time, Thought and Reflection. The, Queſtion 
is, Whether there be a God who eternally rewards Vir- 
tue, and eternally puniſhes Vice? What can be more 
important, than to be well inform'd on which Side of 
the Contradiction Truth lies? If in the next World 
there be no high Court of Juſtice, no Judge, no Ac- 
count taken either of Good or Evil ; why ſhould Men 
force Appetite, ſtorm Inclination, or bridle Defire ? 
Why ſhould they forego the Enjoyments of this Lite, 
and ſells preſent SatiafaRion for a vain Expectation of 
a future Felicity ? 

But then, if there be a God, Atheiſts are in ill Cir- 
cumſtances, they muſt take Leave of Life and Pleaſure 
together, and give a ſad Farewel to Delights. Their 
laſt Breath extinguiſhes Joy, and kindles a Flame not 
to conſume, but to torment them eternally. Their 
Muſic will end in Tears, their Pleaſure in Repentance, 
and their Repentance in Deſpair. It's a doleful Ca- 
taſtrophe to be dragg'd from a Palace into a * 

an 
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and from the Embraces of a Dalilab into thoſe of ever- 
laſting Flames. What Man in his Senſes would take 
the moſt glittering, and molt gaudy Happineſs in the 
World, together with ſuch a dreadful Reverſion of 
Torments ? Yet if there be Scientia in Excel/is, Know- 
ledge and Juſtice above, (that is a God) the Infidel 
Atheiſt will burn below, and feel the juſt Revenge of 
that powerful Majeſty he ſo obſtinately denied. 

Now, Gentlemen, the Matter ſtanding thus, with- 
draw from Hurry and Paſſion, take off all Affection 
from the preſent ; divorce wholly from this World, 
till you are ſure there is no ſuch thing as another. 
Argue with yourſelves thus: I believe I am lawfully 
begotten, I believe 1 am baptiz'd, and never doubted of 
either : Yet I have the bare Teſtimony of my Mother 
for the Truth of the firſt, and perchance the ſole Au- 
thority of a Parſon, or a Midwife for the Belief of the 
ſecond. But all Nations tell me there is a God as 
well as Ages: Why therefore ſhall the Word of one 
Woman, or of one Man, not only ſway, but fix and 
ſettle wy Judgment in thoſe Cafes, and not the joint 
Teſtimony of all Men in this? I cannot contemplate 
the petty Springs of a Watch, or the rude Contri- 
vance of a Cabbin, but preſently the Sight leads me 
naturally to an Artificer. I cannot poſlibly aſcribe the 
Frame of either to blind Chance, or fatal Necęſſity; 
and though I fool my Underſtanding, and enſlave my 
Reaſon in a thouſand Occaſions, in this I cannot, 
They diſobey the molt preſſing Commands of the Will, 
they pronounce boldly in ſpite of Practice and Inclina- 
tion, that ſome Hand put the Wheels togerher, and 
rais d the Cottage. 

The moſt ill-ſhap'd Animal in the World, the moſt 
deſpicable Leaf, are more finely contriv'd than all the 
Machines that ever Art invented. If therefore the 
petty Fabrick of a Watch, the unpoliſh'd Frame of 
a poor Cottage, convince me they were made by the 
Hand of an Artificer, muſt I not confeſs this maje- 
ſtic Pile of the World, . ſo vaſt, ſo various, fo ſtupen- 
dous, was firſt contriv'd by the Wiſdom, and then 

created 
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created by the Power of a moſt perſect Agent? If a 
leſs Motive {ways my Judgment, a greater may; and if 
my Aſſent be both firm and prudent in one Caſe, cer- 
tainly it cannot be unſtable and imprudent in the other. 
A Child may make theſe Reflections; they are eaſy, 
obvious, and convincing : Reaſon therefore and Iate- 
reſt plead ſtrongly againſt Atheiſm, and you cannot 
abett it without betraying both. 
Proſtrate (I beſeech you) yourſelves with b2nded 
Knees and bleeding Hearts before the Throne of that 
dread Majeſty you have ſo often provok'd by your Im- 
morality, and abjur'd by your Infidelity. Obſtinacy 
enflames his Juſtice, but Tears extinguiſh it. It's in 
your Power either to try the Weight of his Anger, or 
the Sweetneſs of his Mercy : But if Atheiſm waits on 
ou to his Tribunal, you muſt expect nothing but 
— God's Greatneſs will fright you, his 
Power will diſarm you, and his Juſtice eternally tor- 
ment you. In ſpite of Bravado's, Conſcience will not 
only act the Part of an Accuſer, but of an Execn- 
tioner alſo, It will revenge with Intereſt thoſe 
Rapes and Violences you have committed againſt 
it here, and turn thoſe kind Admonitions you re- 


_ © ceiv'd with Raillery into ſo many Inſtruments of Pu- 


niſhment. 

Gentlemen, dare you put theſe things to a venture ? 
Will you live in Infidelity as unconcernedly as if all the 
Terrors of another World were only frightful Dreams 
of Men awake ; or mere Productions of a feveriſh and 
diſcompos'd Brain ? Certainly I have made the Ex- 
iſtence of a God too clear to be thought Fancy or Vi- 
fion. And then I expect Prudence will not permit you 
to think it a Matter not to be regarded, whether you 
are eternally happy or miſerable. 

At leaſt if you are reſolv'd to play in this Life, and 
weep in the other, decoy not unwary Gentlemen 
into ſo mad a Reſolution : Their Pains will not 
eaſe yours. If you plot againſt their Purſe, have no 
Defign upon their Religion. Scoff them not out of 
their Creed, tho“ you wheedle them out of their 

Eſtates ; 


. 
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Eſtates; when you have ſwept away their preſent 
Stock, force them not to make over their Title to 
Heaven. You can gain nothing by their Loſs; for 
the ſame time you rally them out of Heaven, you 
jeſt yourſelves into Hell. 

Beſides, were the Exiſtence of God, the Truth of 
Religion doubtful, yet they ſhould be thought on with 
Seriouſneſs, and ſpoken of with Reverence ; for People 
put a great Streſs on both. "They look upon the Be- 
lief of a Deity, and the Practice of Religion here as 
neceſſary for their Happineſs hereafter, They acknow- 
ledge it is not only their Duty, but alſo their Intereſt 
to believe a God, and to worſhip him, Methinks 
therefore it's a Breach of Civility, and a Failure in 
Brecding ; it's an Affront to Chriſtians as well as to their 
Maker to turn the Obje& of their Adoration into Sport 
and Diverſion, and their Expectation into Romance: 
So that you cannot be profane without being Clowns. 
Pray therefore (at leaſt for your Reputation's ſake) 
employ your Wits and Tongues on a more credible 
Subject. Certainly Wit is not grown ſo ſacrilegious, 
as not to be pleas'd without ating holy Things. 
A Man may be civil without Blaſphemy, — lay in a 
very fair Pretenſion to Ingenuity, without being guilty 
of Profaneneſs. 1 

To draw towards an End; if you intend to ſearch 
Truth with Serenity and Candour, take leave of Drol- 
lery, preach not down God, Religion and Sobriety, 
but treat with Reſpect thoſe things Mankind reveres, 
for Men ſeldom honour what they ridicule; much leſs 
will they proſtrate themſelves to what they burleſque. 
Shake off therefore this buffooning Humour, and when 
the Tongue is brought under Diſcipline, the Heart will 
throw off all the Lets of Prejudice and Paſſion; and 
then the Underſtanding diſengag'd from Violence, will 
eaſily ſubmit to the Force of thoſe Reaſons I have laid 
before you. 

But if you run on in a lewd Vein of Drollery 
and Impiety, the moſt perſuaſive Arguments in the 


World will never work upon you; you'll certainly 
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ſport yourſelves into Damnation, and fink down 
laughing into Hell. But then thoſe Flames that 
conſume Mirth, will awake Deſpair. You'll begin 
to be both ſerious and wie, when "twill be too late 
to be ſo. Oh, how fooliſh, how imprudent is it to 
deny a Deity in this World, and to believe one in 


the other! To live Atheiſts in London, and Theiſts 
in Hell 81 
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GENTLEMEN, 


HE former Two Parts of the Gentle- 

RAY nick ot nie have 3 fo kindly re- 
$ cerved by the Nobility, that I preſume to 
NN recomnemd the Third alſo, to the Fauur 
of their Protection. 9 make their 
Fortune, as well as younger Brothers, by the Credit of 
great Patrons ; they are unable t7 pad Dine the Ot - 
Piſitien of Criticiſm, without the Support of Authsrity, 
= Jo are ſuppoſed guilty, becauſe no body will fland 
up in their Defence; LY at pr = Prejudice ard 
Cenſure run high, and, - what is worſe, out of their 
proper Channel. Grd Barks generally meet with Re- 
proach, and bad as often with Approbati:m. We ſquare 
our Judgments by our Conduct, J that it's odds theſe 
Men who declare for Vice will never 1 eliſh a Lecture 27 
Morality 
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Moraliiy. No, no, when a Book condemns our Beba 
viour, we take the Freedom, by way of Reprizals, ta 
condemn it ; as if it were lawful, with Mr. Hobbs, 
to controul Reaton, when Reaſon takes the Liberty 
to controul us, 

I therefore expef that Libertines and Debanchees will 
take Check at the Freedom of theſe Papers, as well as 
at the Subject; and that poſſibly they may diſcharge a 
Vally of Reproaches upon the Author; for in a hurry, 
Paſſion miſtakes a Friend for a Foe, and Fry as foul 
on thoſe who come to our Reſcue, as on thoſe whs in- 
tend our Ruin; but the beſt on it is, the Force of their 
Heapons anſwers not the Strength of their Malice; fir 
alas, a Feſt makes a weak Thruſt, and a Sarcaſm a 
weaker ; and ſober Men ſeldom condemn a Book, be- 
cauſe Libertines burleſque it, for the Opinion of ſuch 
Judges is always ſuſpetted of Partiality, and jo nei- 
ther be a Credit to a Cauſe, nor a great Misfortune, 

Who commiſſions this, Euſebius, ſaid a Spark, to 
tutor all Mankind ©? To laſh our Failures ® To expuſe 
our Perſons to Reproach and Infamy ® Muft he pe- 
dant it over his Betters, and revile Duality at Di/- 
cretion? Has he not ftript us of our Robes, and ſhewn 
us in Diſhabile to the Rabble © Firſt to render us cheap 
and deſpicable, and then to entertain the Public at our 

Expences ® Though we are lewd, why muſt we appear 
little? Though we forfeit our Innocence, we have right 
to Reſpect ; the Gentleman wants Breeding, and his 
Perſon ſhould be brought to Penance as well as his Pen, 
Vhy, good Sir, all this Heat, ſaid I, I counſel you 
to ſlifie your Reſentment, unleſs you can diſarm this 
pretended Adverſary, confitte his Evidence, or deny the 
Charge; for after all, tho People abandon Virtue, 
ew have the Impudence to burleſque it; its Intereſt is 
not quite ſunk ; Conſcience and Shame have not lot all 
Footing ; and tho" it be not uncreditable ta commit an 
ill Action, it's infamous, at leaſt, to defend it. If 
the Gentleman's Charity challenges not Thanks, I am 
fare it deſerves not reviing ; it ſhauld flirike out ſome 
Sparks 


the YouncG NoBiLITY, Sc. 191 


Sparks of Repentance, and not kindle Flames of Anger: 
He tells you, you poſt on to Damnation, and deſires you. 
to flop : I. ve an Inavility to inter paſe? Did we 
ſee a blind Man upen the Brink of a Precipice, ſhould 
we not admoniſh him of the Danger, and ſpeed ta his 
Aſſeftance © : 

Young Gentlemen, hoodwink'd by Paſſuun, and faſect- 
nated by the bewitching Blandiſhments of ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, take not only the moſt eaſy, but the ſhorteſt Road 
to endleſs Torments ; he cries out, Stop, and you queſtion 
his Commiſſion, and formalize upon the Legality of his 
Proceeding ; your Danger, dear Sir, on the one Side, 
and Charity on the other, are his Warrant ; nay, and 
the Principles of that Religion you proflitute to Lewd- 
neſs, are his Juſtiſication and Protection. 

[ndeed he has drawn ſome diſproportioned Characters, 
but the. Fault lies not in the Painter, but in the Origi- 
nal ; the Gentleman had no Intention to provoke any 
Man's Reſentment, or to expoſe his Perſon ; he hath 
Blended a thouſand different Faces together, ſo that 
this Confuſion of Features and Complexions will conceal 
the Originals. In fhort, Sir, I counſel you rather to 
mend than to florm ; if you will not apply the Remedy, 
thank at leaſt the Gentleman that preſents it. 

But however, the Spark would come to no Terms 9 
Accommodation with Euſebius, he would poſt him up for 
a Pedant, and pronounce him a preſuming Coxcomb in 
all Places, and all Company : Thus this paar Man over- 
lod nothing in 1il-nature, or worſe Manners, and 
ſtra ud his Reſentments to all the Heights of Folly and 
Madneſs ; but he fancied in Eulebius's Charatter he 
faw his own , and ſo to clear his Complexion, and brighten 
his Features, he woud break the Glaſs, as if the De- 
formity lay in the Medrum, and not in his Face. 

Thus ſome People attack Godlineſs under every Form, 
they give Virtue no Quarter, and Vice no Diſtui bance ; 
they have banifh'd Goodneſs from Prattice, and will nat 
ſuffer it to appear even upon Paper : No, uo, Conſcience 
muſt have no Retreat, aud God no I/irſhip. Certainly 
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in theſe Mens Opinions, Hell is a Place of Diverſion, 


and Heaven of Torments. 

But, Gentlemen, I hope the ſober Part of you will 
receive this Preſent with more Civiliiy, and if you 
cannot reſolve to imitate the Pattern, I am confident yen 
will at leaſt commend it, I have mingled his Actions 
with his Precepts, and ſo have at the ſame time thrown 
before you à Scheme of his Practice, and an Eſjay of his 
Documents ; you will at one View ſee what he did, and 
read what he taught; and then 10e muſt conclude, Gen- 
tlemen are far gone in WWickedneſs, if both Reaſon and 
Example are unable to recover them. 

The May to Virtne by Precept, ſays Seneca, is lang, 
by Example ſhort ; this affetts more ſtrongly than Specu- 
lation; it enlivens our Spirits, and prepares them tir 
Attion ; the Proſpect of hazardous Enterpriſes often- 
times damps Courage, and diſpirits Bravery itſelf ; Lut 
when we ſee Men undertake it with Valour, and come 
off with Succeſs, we envy the Hero, and applaud the 
Action; we then conclude that things are feaſible that 
ſeem impoſſible, and that oftentimes the very Difficulty 
ties more in the Fancy than in ihe Attempt. 

Fleſh and Blood paint Virtue in a frigbiſul Dreſs, 
and the Duties of a Chriſtian in the Garb of a Fury ; 
they ſeem Mcn/ters to the Nobility, more fit to be gaz/1 
on than practiſed, and rather ſcare than invite. Eu— 
ſebius has diſcovered the Impoſture, and unmaſked the 
Artifice ; he has convincd the World by Practice, that 
Virtue has nothing hideous but a falſe Vizor, and that 
the Duties of a Chriſtian are ns Nuſcance, that cur 
Maker never intended to bind us up to Diſadvantage, 
nor to turn our Duiy into our Misfortune. The Ofrice 

a Chriſtian in this great Man interfered not with 
that of a Gentleman; his Behaviour was handſome, and 
his Carriage religious; he kept up a continual Cor rei- 
pondence with God, without breaking off all Commerce 
with Men. In a Mord, he lived both a Gentleman and 


a Saint; loved by maſt, and admir'd by all. 
* ; THE 


GENTLEMAN INSTRUCTED, &c. 
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DIALOGUE I. 
Young Gentlemen are diſſuaded from a Town Life, 


o' the Diſpute was over, the Contro- 
14) s verſy went on. Theomachus was indeed 
vo? £2 too weak to keep his Ground, but too 
„ ſtubborn to aſk Quarter. He durſt not 

Z boaſt of Victory, and would not ac- 
knowledge his Defeat ; ſo that in con- 
cluſion he was willing to draw Stakes, and confeſs'd 
that both maintain'd their Poſt with equal Reſolution. 
Ia fine, (ſaid he with a Smile) Euſebius and I fought 
here, as our Allies and the French at Luzara : Both are 
Conquerors, and both overcome. I give him leave to 
clap his Wings, if he'll permit me to crow. 

Neander was preſent at the Diſpute, and by good For. 
tune in the Company, when Theomachus bolted out this 
Rhodomontade. His Confidence was extraordinary, and 
his Air unuſually pretending. Paſſion fluſh'd in Neander's 
Face, and almoſt broke out at his Tongue. He had 
no Mind to renew the Combat ; for he knew Atheifts 
ever return Smiles for Reaſon, and keep their Ground 
rather by dint of Forehead than Argument. How- 
ever, not to ſuffer him to be pleaſant without Check ; 

Vo I. II. K 1 
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J perceive, ſaid he, you have run in a Circle, taken 
many Steps, but rid no Ground ; you are juſt where 
vou were in ſetting out; becauſe, for anght you bnoy, 

there may be a God, and then you a Madman by De. 
: monſtration. 2 

I have told yon, reply'd. Theomachus, God is an airy 
Being, the Child of Fancy, and Spawn of Imagina— 
tion, a Bugbear to awe Fools, and fright Children; 
and if Ex/ebius has hectored much on this Subject, he 
has proved little. For, Sir, 1 diſtinguiſh between 
Flourith and Argument; between ſtarch Cant, and 
ſolid Reaſon. 

Tt may be fo, anſwer'd Nearder, but if his Reaſon 
for a God comes-not up to Evidence, yours for no God 
(by your own Confeſſion) falis ſhort of Demonftration, 
For in a Word, Sir, L's a draaun Battle, It's therefore 
no leſs probable there is a God, than that there is none; 
and by conſequence you muſt commence Fool, to re- 
main an Atheiſt. 

T heomachus was pincht for an Anſwer, and therefore 
he retreated to the laſt Retrenchment of batled Eiler- 
tines, Raillery and Satire. For you mutt know theſe 
Gentlemen bite when they cannot ſpeak to the Purpoſe, 
and laugh down' thoſe Arguments they cannot reaſon 
out of Countenance. 

Your Logic, young Man, faid he, is as callow as 
* Chin, and your Underſtanding as ſoft as your 

eard. Leave Philoſophy to thumb the Grammar, rub 
over Propria quz Maribus, before you venture on Divi— 
nity ; your Intellect is pen-feathered, too weak-wing'd 
to ſoar ſo high: A Dog or a Racer are more proper 
Entertainment for your Age, than God. And I pre- 
ſume you are mote able to judge of Wine, than of 
Theological Niceties. 

' Nay, ſaid Aran, if Age be the Standard of Senſe, 
and Arguments arc meaſured not by Mood and Figure, 
but Beards, then certainly all the Advantage lies on 
your fide ; but under Favour, Sir, Beards and Reaſon 

o not always together. Ape is not the Meaſure of 
Truth and Falſhood. Threeſcore may be in the wrong, 


and Twenty in the right : Fling therefore Years out of 
| the 
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the Queſtion, and come up cloſe to the Point. But 
Theomachus thought fit to drop the Controverſy, and 
withdrew, while the Way lay open for a Retreat. The 
Difficulty pincht, and he had no colourable Anſwer 
in reſerve. And therefore being in no Condition to 
withitand his Adverſary, he took the Liberty to con- 
temn him. And indeed, this petty Policy is a wonder- 
ful Relief to a ſinking Courage. It lays a Varniſh of 
Generofity on Cowardice, and gives Fear the Colour 


of Good-nature. 
Theomachus was no more for drawn Battles ; he ſaw, 


that by drawing Stakes, he ſhould loſe the Set. And 
therefore (to cry u> his Party, and his expiring Credit) 
he proclaim'd himſelf Conqueror, and his Adverſary 
defeated. Euſebius, ſaid he, is ſlipt into the Country 
to air his Brains, and to throw off tae Chagrine that 
always diſcompoſes routed Generals. He dares not 
keep the Field, but cantons his ſcatter'd Forces in Vil- 
lages. 

Ficlius indeed had bid adieu to the Town, with 
a Reſolution never to return. He was ſick of Com- 
pany, and more of thoſe Follies he could neither en- 
dure, nor correct. He could not without Indignation 
behold Chriſtians lead the Lives of Pagans, and pro- 
fane the beſt Religion with the fouleſt Crimes. What 
Pleaſure, ſaid he, can a Chriſtian tale in a Place where 
Vice rides in Triumph, and Virtue groans in a Dungeon ; 
chere Goodneſs lies under Contempt, and Irregularity receives 
Applauſe ; where the beſt Actions are lampoon'd, and the 
worſt died? 

Neander rid over to his Houſe, five Miles only diſtant 
from the Town. He inform'd him of Theomachus's 
Comportment ſince his Retreat ; with what an Air of 
Confidence he proclaim'd his Victory: That the Cabal 
began to hold up their Heads and crow: that A:heiſm 
had almoſt recovered of its Wound, and began to walk 
Abroad : That his Preſence might ſtop the Fvil his Ab- 
ſence would give Opportunity to ſpread : that Theoma- 
chus would withdraw at his Arrival, and carry his Poi- 
ſon and Impudence into the Country, 

K 2 Alas ! 
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Alas ! reply'd Eu/etius, Dear Neander, you are unac- 


quainted with the Temper of 4thei/ts. It's eaſy to con- 


found 'em, but almoſt impoſſible to convert 'em ; their 
Diſeaſe lies in the Heart, not in the Head. Their 
Mistortune takes its Riſe from Obſtinacy, not Igno- 
rance. And how can you reaſon a Man out of In- 
fdelity, who reſolves to remain in it againft Reaſon ? 
Libertiniſm, Neander, is a bewitching Thing, when it 


gets the Aſcendant ; 'twill improve Ignorance for an 


Excuſe of Freedom; caſt Conſcience into a Lethargy, 
and bribe the Underſtanding againſt our own Intereſt, 


- In a Word, it's a Sin ſeldom forgiven in this World, 


and never in the other, 

Atheiſm, replied Neander, is not the only Vice of the 
'Town, other Sins ſeem free of the City, and Men en- 
deavour to dilate the Malignity, and to keep the Diſor— 
der in Countenance. If Feop.c have the face to preach 
up Ungodlineſs in Diſcourſe, and Practice plant both a- 
gainſt it ; good Counſel, back'd by Example, may do 
as much Execution upon Vice, as bad upon Virtre. 
In the next World, indeed, Mens Wills are either fixt 
in Good or Evil, but in this. they may paſs from one 
Extream to the other. Beſides, all are not ſo charm'd 
with Sin, as to perſuade themſelves it deſerves no Pu- 
niſhment, nor ſo out of Conceit of Virtue as to diſ- 
card it of all Reward : Their Misfortune ſprings ra- 
ther from Weakneſs than Malice; from youthful Heat, 
than from Infidelity. Lime will cool their Blood, and 
Inſtruction may inform their Underſtanding ; and 
when this is diſabus d, the Will ſhakes off the En- 
chantment. | 

What can Advice, ſaid Euſel ius, ſignify to thoſe who 
are always more prepared to curſe or ridicule the Ad- 
viſer, than to practiſe the Counſel ? To thole who are 
unman'd by Effeminacies, and even nailed to ill Ha- 
bits? They are without Conſ.ience, without Principles, 
how will you come at them? You may almoſt as foon 

reach down a Hurricane, or declaim Tempeſt into a 
Calm, as counſel a bad Man into a good one. Whilſt 
we frame ill Notions of the future State, our Lives will 


hardly be regular. What hope of Recovery when the 
4 Patient 
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Patient dotes on the Diſeaſe, when he flies in the Face 
of the Doctor, and ſuſpects every Cordial to be a Doſe 
of Arſenic or Ratſbane ? In a Word, the Malignity 
of the Fever works up to Madneſs; and, like ſome 
Bedlams, they ſuppoſe themſelves the Wifdom of the 
Nation. 

I ſuppoſe, indeed, that all who throw up their Inno- 
cenee, and pawn Heaven for Pleaſure, have not quite 
taken leave of Religion, or diſmiſ-'d Principles; but 
they have Moſes and the Prophets, Paſtors and Teachers: 
I am not Curate-General, nor intend to interfere with 
another's Function: Thoſe who tend the Sick are often 
truck with the Infection, and the Doctor that cures his 
Patient ſometimes dies of his Diſtemper. 

What! ſaid Neander with a Smile, you are on Guard 
againſt the Infection of the Town: Surely you have 
outliv'd Temptation. Age has ſo congeal'd your Blood, 
that nothing but a Chriftmas-block is able to thaw it. 
Neither the World nor Devil can work up thy Hu- 
mours to Irregularity. Thy Paſſions, like Serpents in 
a Froſt, drop their Venom; they move without Vi- 
gour, and almoſt without Life: They are ſo far from 
capering, that like Criminals in Tramels, they can 
ſcarce ſtand. To have one Foot in the Grave, and the 
other in the Brothel is unuſual. Few Men, like Atna, 
burn within, when they are Snow without. A white 
Head and a glowing Heart ſeldom meet. 

No Man, reply'd Euſebius, is ſecure, and therefore 
all ſhould ſtand upon the Qui va la? Age, indeed, is 
leſs expos'd than Youth, but it's not above Danger ; 
and I have known ſome carry their Diſorders on to 
fourſcore. They ſpurred on Nature, jaded by Age, 
and rid down by a long Courſe of Exceſſes, till it ſunk 
under the Burthen, — went off the Stage both with 
Shame and Sin, ſcorn'd by Men, and tormented by the 
Omnipotent. 3p het 

. It's therefore our Duty to withdraw from ill Example 
and not to come within fight of Occaſions. Like the- 
Baſiliſc, they kill with their very Sight, and the Poi- 
ſon is too quick for a Remedy. Fly therefore, dear 
Neander, the Town ; TO ſeconded by Youth, 
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and ſharpened by Idleneſs, will be too hard for Pre. 
cept. Lot found Safety in the Country, and his Wife 
Death for looking back upon the unfortunate City, 
God has left this ſad Example for a Caveat to Poſterity, 
to have no Commerce with Sinners, leſt by Converſa. 
tion we eſpouſe their Crimes, and partake of their Pu- 
niſhment. 

And indeed when young People fix in Town, they 
elean up its Vices, and continue the Practice, till their 
Eſtates founder, and their Bodies fink under the W eight 
ef their Diſorders. Unthinking Creatures! They ſport 
in the Camp of their Enemies; Danger ſurrounds 
them, and What is worſe, either unſeen or unregarded. 
Temptation aſſaults them not with the Violence of an 
Enemy, but the Careſſes of a Friend. This throws 
them off their Guard, diſarms Cautions, and gives 
them up to the Government of Careleſneſs; ſo that 
they ſurrender without Reſiſtance, and ſigh in Fetters 
before they dream of an Enemy. Nay, one would 


think they loſt their Wits with their Liberty, and com- 


menc'd Fools the ſame Moment they become Slaves. 


For they fanſy themſelves the only free Subjects in the 
Nation, becauſe they are not coop'd up between four 


Walls; and dote on their Captivity, becauſe they 
hector in Taverns, and rattle in gilt Coaches. But, 
alas ! theſe pleaſing Fancies, are the Effect of a doz- 
ing Opiate of the Devil's Malice, not of his Kind- 


nels ; He regales his Friends, as the Indians do their 


Slaves, merely to prepare them for Slaughter. 

Now theſe Men turned into Senſe, are unqualified 
for good Counſel; you may as ſoon reaſon a Swine out 
of the Mire, as theſe into Sobriety and Temperance. 
They'll carry on their Brutalities in ſpite of all the 
Sermons they hear, and make over the Lord's-Day to 
the Devil. 

We have indeed Committees for the Improvement of 
Piety, as well as for that of Frade. And ſo have made 
Provifions for the Intereſt of God, no leſs than for tha: 


of the Nation. But, alas ! If our Cenſors delerve 
Cenſure, Reformation will be at a ſtand ; their Ex- 


ample will do more Execution og Vice than their Of- 
ce : 
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fice : And their Practice would carry on more heartily 
the Intereſt of Virtue, than their Commiſſion. A Man 
that flings his Eſtate into a Miſs's Lap, will not be fined 
out of her Company with forty Shi/lings ; and he who 
leaps over the Laws of God, will ſcarce boggle at 47s 
of Parliament. 

In fine, Neander, our Town Sparks are a monſtrous 
Generation, a kind of Centaur, half Man, and half 
Beaſt. They have the Shape of the Firſt, and all the 
Brutality of the Second ; they follow the Stream of 
Inclination like Beaſts ; they chop at any thing that gra- 
tifies Senſe. But then they ſwitch on Nature, and 
here they leave the Beaſt to play the Fiend. Immortal 
Spirits ſeem tied to all the infamous Impreſſions of Fleſh 
and Blood, and bind themſelves Slaves to the Devil in 
this Life, for Pleaſure in Hand, and eternal Torments 
in Reverſion. 

Had you a Vote in the Houſe, or a Place at the 
Board, ſaid Marder, you would be for a Proclamation 
to clear the Town of all the young Gallants above Fit- 
teen, and under Thirty. 

When a Gentleman's Buſineſs, reply'd Euſebius, lies 
in Town, I would not hive him take Coach fer the 
Country. For at ſuch a Diſtance things would not go 
on kindly. The Man and his Buſineſs, like Man and 
Wife, muſt live together : Separate Dyellings, require 
a ſeparate Matiitefance: | Now when we Jouble Ex- 
pences, Accounts ſeldom run even: "Thoſe who have 
Offices at White- Hall, may take up Ladgings in Spring- 
Garden or Pall. mall; who intend to build a Fortune upon 
the Law, may take up in the Inn, of Court : And if they 
are for Trade, they muſt pack off to Wapping or Cheopfide. 

But, I confeſs, I would not have thoſe come nearer 
than Hampfiead or Houn/low- Heath, who have no other 
Bufineſs than Diverſion ; for they will certainly idle 
away their Time, mortgage their Souls to the Devil, 
and their Eſtates to Miſſes, Vintners, and Lawyers. 
- Idlenefs, dear Neander, is a dangerous Diſeaſe under 
all the Elevations ; but it's mortal at London. It's not 
only the Mother, but the Miftreſs of Vice. Multam 
enim Malitiam docuit Otigſitas. Ecclus. Chap. xliii. A Man 
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that has nothing to do, has Leiſure to do any thing : 
He lies open to all Temptations, and what is worſe, is 
unprepared for a Defence ; like a diſmantled Town, he 
falls into the Hands of the firſt Invader. 

Indeed at his firſt Arrival Buſineſs flows in upon him : 
One would think he fat at the Helm, and fteered the 
weighty Concerns of the Engh/ Monarchy. The firit 
Secretary of State is in a leſs Hurry on Poſt Days, and 
ſends about fewer Diſpatches. For you muſt know he 
ſubpœna's Sempflireſſes, Taylors, Barters, and Coach- 
makers, to appear at his Levee ; one would fanſy this 
heterogenus Juno took into Conſideration ardua Regni 
Nepotia, they play at pro and con with ſuch Heat and 
Commotion. Now all this Noiſe is nothing but a 
learned Debate upon the Modes of the 'Town, and an 
advantageous Mixture of Colours. He is for Delicacy 
and Exactneſs of Fancy, for nothing tawdry and me- 
chanic, flaunting or ill matcht. And Doctors are di- 
vided upon the Point ; but all agree to bubble the 
Squire. For it's a kind of Peſffulatum among the Beaus, 
that nothing is modiſh that is not dear ; nay, the Good- 
neſs even of Snuff riſes with the Price, and Tobacco at 
fve Guireas the Pound is twenty Times better than 
the ſame at a Crown, fg; Peas ae 

I knew a Spark that fat a whole Morning in a cloſe 
Committee with a Barber : Now this mighty Conſulta- 
tion was about a Perriwig. He ſhew'd him Twenty, 
but one was too long, another too ſhort ; this too full, 
that too thin: At laſt, Sirrab, ſays the Voungſter, make 
me a ſmart Wig, à ſmart one, ye Dog. The Fellow bleſt 
himſelf ; he had heard of a ſmart Nag, a ſmart Man, 
Ec. but a ſmart Wig was Chineſe to the Tradeſman. 
However nothing would pleaſe his Worſhip, but /mart 
Shoes, ſmart Hats, and ſmart Cravats : Within two Days 
he had a mart Mig, with a ſmart Price in the Box. 
The Truth is, he had been bred up with the Groom, 
and tranſplanted the Stable-diale& into the Drefling- 

m. 

Was he a Gentleman, ſaid Neander? A Gentleman, 
anſwer'd Euſebius; yes, of a F wy more ancient 


| 
than the Nerman or Saxen Conqueſt: He was of * = 
00 
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Fools of the Nerth, allied to the eldeſt Branch of the La 


Fools of Eſex. 

Now let us ſuppoſe his Equipage compleat, and his 
Grand Concern over; his next Buſineſs is to confute 
Job's Aphoriſm, Man is born to Labour. No, he is a 
thing made merely for Sport and Pleaſare ; he fanſies 
God has aſſign'd him no other Employment than to live 

at Random, without Law, without Reftraint. And al- 
tho' God has given every part of the Creation a conve- 
nient Poſt, he ſeems a Mute placed in view merely for 
Light and Parade. You mult not therefore wonder I 
attempt not to define his Calling, ſeeing he will not 
pretend to any. 

One weighty Affair calls upon him every Morning, 
viz. How he Hall ſaunter away the Day. This is a moot 
Point, and requires Plodding and Application ; and in- 
deed be dwells upon the Subject till a conſiderable part 
of the Day is paſt, before he can take a final Reſolu- 
tion how to paſs it. Nay, with leſs Pains he might 
have employ'd the whole Day well, than in the very 
Deliberation of ſpending it ill. | 

For pray imagine not the Practice of any Chriſtian 
Virtue falls under Debate, where he ſhall hear Prayers, 
or where a Sermon. Alas! Thoſe Duties lie below 
the Sphere of a Gentleman who pretends to the Garb 
and Freedom of the Town; he might have diſcharg'd 
them in his Country Parich, without the Expence of a 
flaunting Equipage, or the Fatigue of a tedious Jour- 
ney. And you may take this for a Principle, that De- 
votion never coach'd a young Man to Town, nor gave 
him a Surfeit of the Country. Liberty, Pleaſure, and 
downright Debauchery allure him thither; theſe com- 
mand him, as God did Abraham, to foriake Houſe and 
Relations, to turn Tenant, though he was Lord Pro- 
prietor in the Country. 11 

The Morning is divided between the Pillow and the 
Toilet, and this is the moſt important as well as the 
. moſt innocent Employment of the Day. The Folly as 
much greater than the Sin: For what can be more fooliſh 
than for a Man to eſpouſe the Weakneſs of a Woman ? 
To take Pains to- be laught at? To drain his Pocket to 
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make himſelf cheap and ridiculous ? However, you 
may with more Eaſe harangue a Peacock out of his 
Brains, than a Town-Spark out of his Gaurdry : He 
will appear in Print, and convince the World that Fi- 
nery and Folly are near allied. 

And now his Friends crowd in to give him the box 
jour, theſe are a kind of partie Leu, that marode upon 
new Comers, with Commiſſion from Indigence and Ne- 
ceſſity. They have rioted away their Conſcience, met 
and diced away their Eſtates, and now graze upon the 
Common. Their Honeſty runs lower than their Pockets, 
and their Confiderce over-ſhoots Impudence. Their 
Crimes are as public as their Debts, and their Reli— 
gion keeps pace with their Morajs ; they ſcorn to fling 
even a Varniſh over the fouleſt Diforders, and will not 
go to the Expence of civil Hypocriſy. In fine, they 
are a Blemiſh to their Family, a Nuſance to the Town, 

and a Scandal to Converſation. 

Theſe Sparks, like the Steward in the Goſpel, cannot 
Gig, and will not leg: And altho' Adam was condemned 
to live by the Sweat of his Brows, they reſolve to make 
a Figure by that of their Conſcience. At the firſt Sight 
of a raw Gentleman, they fly at him like a Vulture at 
the Quarry, and for the fame End alſo, to prey firit 
upon his Virtue, then upon his Money ; how many 
Nets do they lay to enſnare the Squire, and knave | 
themſelves? They ply him with Viſits, ſtudy his 
Temper, and ftrike in with his Inclination. 'They 
{wear his Wit is without Parallel; his Behaviour above 
Imitation; that @ je ne ſcay quoy runs through every 
Motion, which charms ard aſtoniſhes. In fine, tbat 
he is the very Top of his Species. The poor Gentle- 
man, unpractiſed in the Diale& of the Town, takes 
theſe Compliments for Cox/ext ; he ſuppoſes himſelf in 
Yerkftire, where the Tongue and the Heart go toge- 
ther, where Thoughts and Words look the ſame Way. 
Now tbis City-incenſe ſends out a moſt grateful Fla- 

zvaur, but it is too ſtrong for a Country Brain. It 

turns his Head, and ſmoaks him out of Senſe and Rea- 

ſon; he fanſies himſelf a Cubit higher; he walks in 

the Clouds, and values himſelf not by the Pound, but, 

ke Diamonds, by the Caracr. 1 
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In a Word, he flings himſelf into their Arms, and 
gives himſelf up to their Direction. And then you 
may be ſure he meets with the Fate of the Sheep in 
the Fable, who diſmiſs the Dogs to graze under the 
Protection of the Wolves; for a Libertine is a Devil 
once removed, or at leaſt his Deputy; nay, he 1s ten 
times more miſchievous by Proxy, than in Perſon, 
People of themſelves are prone enough to Lazineſs, 
Lewdneſs, and Extravagance, but theſe add Biaſs to 
Nature ; they provoke Paſſion by Precept, and whet 
Appetite by the Charms of Glory and Reputation ; 
they ſchool him out of all the Revelations in the Go- 
ſpe:, and debauch him in Principle and Practice; for 
Sceptics have faint Notions of God, and conſequently 
none of Conſcience ; they have no Reliſh of Vircue, 
and lie under no moral Reſtraints from Hope or Fear: 
So that they have nothing to do, but to indulge their 
Inclinations, to gratify Senſe, to fill their Pockets with 
one Hand, and to empty them with the other. Now 
to take in a Gentleman's Money, you mult firſt beat 
down all Principles of Morality, you muſt draw a 
Scheme of Gentility by the Rules of Epicure; and if 
you can perſuade him he is only free of the Town, 
when he tas diſcharged Conſcience, and ſent back Re- 
lgion into the Country, you may rook him out of his 
Eitate with the ſame Facility you have raked him into 
Debauchery. | 

For this reaſon they take care to inform him of all 
the Embelliſhments of a Town-Gentleman, withoat 
any Mention of the Duties of a Chriſtian. They tell 
him, that Wit is the beſt Quarter in a Gentleman's Eſ- 
eutcheon, and that he muſt bid fair for a Place among 
the /irtucſo's, but that Profaneneſs is the ſhorteſt Cur 
to this Preferment, and the beſt Standard of Senſe and 
Breeding, 7. e. his Wit muſt be as wretched as bis Man- 
ners. When he is pinch'd tor a Reaſon, he muſt bolt 
out a Jeſt ; that fits well enough on a Pedant, his on 
a Gentleman, provided it be tipt with Impudence, and 
pointed with Boldne!s; that he muſt beware of that 
vulgar Error, Religion, becauſe it cramps Freedom, 
palls the Spirits, and coops up Liberty in ſtrait Com- 
paſs ; that he muſt be ſure to be out of the Reach of 

| | Scruples, 
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Scruples, and above the Follies of Remorſe. Now 
ſuch Principles, driven on by Example, eaſily lead him 
into Exceſſes; and theſe help on the Belief of the 
Doctrine; ſo that by a kind of mutual Priority, the 
one ſerves for a Vehicle to the other. 

Indeed, at the beginning, Debauchery lies hard 
upon his Stomach ; he pukes, and is crop-fick ; but 
Practice and Wine carry off the Diſtemper, and then the 
Soul becomes caſe-hardened; he is ſo far from bluſhing 
at his Diſorders, that he thinks Ambition a Reputation 
for Debauchery ; he charges himſelf with falſe Impie- 
ties, and uſurps Wickedneſſes he is only guilty of by 
his Boaſting. 

And now being fleſht in Sin, he bounds. from one 
Diſorder to another, and turns not only a Day, but 
the whole Year into a mad ſort of Bacchanalia. Other 
Trades have ſome Weeks of aV acation, but his goes on. 
the very Sundays; and generally his Profaneneis rifes 
with the Holineſs of the Day. His firſt Jaunt is to a 
Treating-houſe ; here he treſpaſſes upon all the Rules of 
Temperance and Sobriety ; he over-charges' his Sto- 
mach with Ragouſts, and his Head with Wine ; Ap- 
petite runs away with Reaſon, Senſuality with Shame, 
and he fanſies he only drinks like a Man, when he 
Anks into the Beaſt. Men ſhon} eat and drink to live, 
but he inverts the Primitive Inſtitution, and feems only 
to live for the Satisfaction of his Palate: He would 
never die, yet plunges into Exceſſes, as if Life were a 
Burthen; for he is never well till he falls fick of a 
Surfeit, and almoſt out of his, Wits, till he has drowned 
them in Claret. 

From the Table he removes to Play, and leaves the 
| Glaſs to handle the Dice; when a Gentleman has drunk: 
away his Reaſon, he generally flings his Money after 
it; for he cannot juſtify bimſelf to the Faſhion, nor 
keep up to the Character, unleſs his Purſe be as light as. 
his Head; and he is haunted by a Brigade of Sharpers 
v ply at his Pocket, and give no more Quarter to 
his Guineas, than to their own Conſcience. They 
eruiſe upon Gentlemen like Parties in Flanders upon Paſ- 
lenyer>., Poverty aud Luxury ſcal their Commiſion ;; 
and what they ſeze by oue Crime, they throw — 

another. 
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another. One would take them for Cre/u#s by their 
Expences, and for Cutpurſes by their Filching. 
At firſt they ſuffer him to win to invite him to loſe, 
and by Good-luck decoy him into bad; but then the 
Wind chops into another Corner: Fortune ſubmits to 
Cogging, and the Deceit over-reaches Play. A thou- 
ſand Curſes fly after Good-luck, but are unable to re- 
cal it, ſo that at onee he is bankrupted of Patience, 
Money and Grace ; however he will not fit down with 
his Loſs, he ſuppoſes Fortune continues never long in 
the ſame Humour; that if ſhe frowns To-day, ſhe 
muſt ſmile To-morrow : Away then he goes to a ſecond 
Rendezvous, but alas, the Deſire retrieving his 
Loſſes, only ſerves to enhance them: He ſeldom diſco- 
vers the Deceit, till nothing is left to be cheated of; nor 
even ſuſpects Over-reaching, till Caution comes too late. 
By this time he has diced himſelf ſober, and the 
Fumes of Chagrin have maſtered thoſe of Wine. No- 
thing but a Comedy can diipel the @looms that riſe 
from an empty Pocket. Away then they drive to the 
Theatre; and here Vice attacks him by the Eyes 
and the Ears too; he ſees almoſt the very ſecret 
Myſteries of the Stews, and hears all the Blaſphemics. 
of the Damned; here Lewduͤneſs is ſpoken, not in 
double Bntendres, but plain Exgli; there are Para- 
Phraſe and Comment upon the Text, and Folly is 
thewn without Caation or Reſerve. 

Comedy, they fay, was deſign'd by Pagan Athens 
to inſtruct Youth, and to teach the Baſeneſs of Vice by 
its Puniſhment : But in Chriſtian Londen it tends di- 
rely to debauch People all manner of ways: For this 
Reaſon good Men are laſh'd, and ill rewarded ;. Virtue 
appears in Sackcloth, and Vice in Embroidery ; Rakes 
go off with Succeſs, and ſober Men with Diſappoint- 
ment; the Devil and the Poet chop upon the ſame Fa- 
vourite, and his Fortune always riſes with his. Lewd- 
' neſs. Nay, thoſe of the beſt Quality in the Play are 
always the worſt Chrithans ; they glitter in Equipage, 
and are dignified with Eſcutcheon, and often with Pa- 
tent to enable Vice: To perſuade People that the Ble- 
miſhes of Human Nature make up its Perfection, and 

that Gentlemen and Reprobates are made of the fame 
OY 3 Metal. 
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Metal. Now who can be good under ſuch ſtrong Pro- 
vocations to Evil? Who will pretend to Regularity, 
when they muſt bluſh for their Reſolutipn ; and cannot 
avoid Reproach unleſs they deſerve it? Believe me, 
Neander, when a Gentleman is pinch'd with this dan- 
gerous Dilemma, I muft either forfeit my Character or my 
Innocence; it's odds he will rather drop this than put 
that to a venture; for it goes hard when one muſt 
turn lewd as it were in his owa Defence, and can ex- 
pect no Quarter, unleſs he hangs out the Colours of 
Libertiniſm and Irreligion, and boaſts of thoſe Crimes 
he is only guilty of in Appearance. Lat ods 
Now though ſych hideous Flights of Profaneneſs, 
fuch Heights of Obſcenity, and Strains of Religion 


would be all Penance and Mortification to Chriſtians, 


yet they are not only permitted, but applauded by the 
Nobility of both Sexes, and the Standard of their 
Approbation is often the Indecency of the Poem : No- 
thing is ſuppoſed ſoft, | unleſs it be rotten ; and all thoſe 
Pieces are damned by the Spectators, that damn not 
the Audience. When the moſt flaming Impieties are 
thus received with Tranſport on the Stage, are they not 
ſtamp'd as it were with public Authority ? And when 
the worſt Actions are moſt eſteemed, who will boggle 
at the Practice that brings both Credit and Pleaſure ? 
It's certain the Charms of the Theatre are no leſs 
transforming than thoſe of Circe, it enchants Men out 
of their Species, they leave their Reaſon behind them, 
and carry Brutality to their Lodgings ; it deſtroys all 
Principles of Religion and Morality ; it countenances 
Atheiſm, and places the Glory of Gentlemen in the 
Infamy of Human Nature; it ſullies the Imagination, 
boils up the Humours, and fires the Paſſions; and 
when it has thus ſtarted the Game, and Pleſh and 
Blood pampercd by high-feeding, and ſupplied with 


Money, will follow the Chace; and you may take 


it for granted that London is better (I mean worſe) ſtock d 
with 7 hais's than Lucretia's: Youth and Coin make pro- 
ſtitute Women, as well as debauch'd Men, and the 
Play-houſe ſerves not only for a School to Proſtitu- 


tion, but for a Nurſery alſo to the Stews; nay, and 


- 


ſometimes to Bethlem. 95 
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Now when a young Gentleman is drench'd in Bru- 
tality ; when criminal Amours take the Aſcendant, he 
is undone to all Intent and Purpoſe ; for when Love 
flies high, Reaſon runs low; and whoſoever has made 
over his Heart to a Miſs, ſeldom keeps his Wits ; he 
lies open to all the Aſſaults of Artifice and Avarice, 
and his Soul becomes as beſtial as his Pleaſures, he 
can think of nothing that is generous or manly. So 
that in Concluſion, Fe has no more of the Man, than of 
the Chriſtian. 

To comprehend all in 2 little; a Town-Spark is a 
kind of C:rinthian Braſs ; this is a Mixture of all Me- 
tals, and he a Compound of all Diſorders ; he is a lit- 
tle Antichriſt, Homo Peccati, a Man of Sin; and this, 
like the Devil in the Goſpel, is call'd Legion; he plies 
between the Tavern and the Play- houſe, and then turns 
off to the Groom-Porters, or the Stews ; in one place he 
drops his Wits, in the other his Money, and every 
where his Innocence. So that the Devil lodges moſtly 
in his Pocket, and always in his Soul. He has the 
Shape of a Man, and all the Inclinations of Beaſts ; 
his Study is to fluſh the moſt agreeable Objects of 
Senſe, and his whole Satisfaction to enjoy em; he 
ſtands not upon the Niceties of Decency, nor forma- 
lizes upon the Notions of Good and Evil. Pleaſure is 
the Rule, as well as the End. of his Actions; and al- 
though he be unable to ſatisfy one Paſſion, he endeavours 
to glut them all. When he can deviſe no new Crime, 
he entertains his Thoughts on the Ideas of paſt Diver- 
fions, and ſo debauches his very Memory, as well as 
his Will, and commits imaginary Sins, which, unre- 
pented, will be revenged with real Torments. | 

I confeſs, ſaid Neander, if the Original holds up to 
this Copy, a Fown-Spark has more of the Monſtez 
than of the Man ; and I would no more come within 
the Air of the City, than of a Peſt-Houſe. But cer- 
tainly you over-Hlouriſh upon an ill Subject, and paint 
'em in more diſadvantageous Colours than Nature 
made em, fuch Creatures are found in Fancy only, 
not in Life ; and I believe Satire has drawn ſome black 
Strokes upon Practice. Without doubt young Gentle- 

men 


: 
| 
/ 
| 
ö 
ö 
it 


208 The GENTLEMAN Infiruded. 


men are not all Saints; nor are they all Fiends ; ſome 
may live better, and others worſe. 
Indeed, Neander, rephed Euſebius, I have drawn the 
young Men of the Town in worie Colours than Na- 
ture made em, but not ſo bad as they have made them- 
ſelves. Caſt a tranſient Glance on thoſe of your Ac- 
CI. and you will confeſs our Age {warms with 
orborites, as well as the preceding, who rowl in Mire, 
like Swine, of the moſt hideous Fenſualities; having 
ſhaken off the Voke of Obedience to Parents, they break 


through the Commandments of God; ſcorn all Guides, 


but Temerity; all Law, but the Liberty to follow every 
Impulſe of Paſſion; all Labour, but that of the Devil, 
to plunge themſelves into eternal Flames, and others 
with 'em, that they may find Companions in Puniſh- 


ment, as well as in Pleaſure. 


But pray, what is this to the Town 2 anſwered N- 


ander: In ſpite of Provocatien to Evil, Men may live 
with Regularity in the very Liberties of the City; if 
therefore they deviate from their Duty, leave the Fault 


at their own Door, and charge not the Town with their 
Extravagances. I grant, Temptations are frequent, 
and often violent; bat then theſe poliſn Virtue, as Fire 
purifies Gold. Virtue, till it be brought to the 'Touch- 
ſtone, has often more Luſtre than Solidity, and all its 
Value hangs on the Surface ; but when it ſtands its 
Ground in ſpite of Provocation, and bears up againſt 


the Torrent of Fleſh and Blood, it then appears like 


the Sun in its Meridian, in Pomp and Glory. 
Without doubt, ſaid Euſebius, London Air has no In- 
fluence on Man's Free-will; it lays under no Reſtraint, 


no fatal Neceſſity. Man is Maſter of his Choice, in 


one Place as well as in another; but what avails a Power 
to live well, with a Will to live ill? A Man muſt lie 


under the irrevocable Sentence of Damnation to ſm 
merely for Sin's ſake. Such a Strain of Malice is above 


the reach of the moſt daring Debauchee : Intereſt, Am- 
bition, and criminal Pleaſures, are the great. Incentives 
to Vice, theſe rouze Appetite, enliven the Patlions, 


and then ſubdue the Will. Now where do theſe 
Temptations take up their Lodgings, but in the Ton:? 
Here they are rt off with all the Charms of State and 


Grandeur; 
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Grandeur; and then, beſides, they perſecute Youth, 
not with Frowns, but Smiles, and kill with Kind- 
neſs. | | 

But you tell me, Temptation poliſhes Virtue, and 
diſtinguiſhes Sterling from Artifice and Appearance. 
Great and Good ! why don't you take a turn in a Peſt- 
houſe, to try the Strength of your Conſtitution, or in 
an Hoſpital to air your Lungs ? By all means ; young 
Men ſhould ſtep into a Brothel to refine their Chaſtity, 
and into a Tavern to practiſe Temperance and So- 
briety. Dear Sir, the Way to ſecure Virtue is not 
to expoſe it; come not witi.in Sight of Temptation: 
It's a ſhort Paſſage from being provoked to Evil, and 
doing it : Fear is a better Guardian of Piety than Con- 
fidence, and more Men have forfeited it by Temerity 
than Caution. | 

But certainly, ſaid Neander, London is not compoſed 
of Taverns, Brothels, and Theatres, Gentlemen may 
viſit more regular Places, and fling away their Time 
on Diverſions leſs dangerous and more innocent. 

Yes, reply'd Euſebius, they may viſit a hundred and 
thirty Churches, and I affure you this Jaunt would take 
much Time off their Hands; but alas! their Buſineſs 
lies not within Sight of a Chapel; they may alſo cry 
about the Streets Saweall/s and Charcoal, or tug at an Oar 
between Temple. bar and White-hall. Or, in fine, they 
may ſteer by the Compaſs of Sir S-—D——,who 
drove every Day in a ſtately Equipage to all the Toy- 
ſhops between Piccadilly and the Royal- Exchange ; he 
viewed every Thing, but bought nothing. The Gen- 
tleman would not do worſe, but could not frame any 
Paſtime better ; without doubt he play'd the Fool, 
but not the Rake; he toy'd away his Time, yet kept his 
Money with his Innocence ; his Soul was little, though 
his Birth was great, and his Inclinations childiſh at 
Threeſcore. , it's better to triſle, than to 
debauch away Time, and to be a Coxcomb, than a 
Reprobate. But ſuch a Humoriſt is a Pha nix, the 
Birth and Wonder of an Age ; a Pair feldom meets 
in a Kingdom, and never in one City. 

You take Things by the wrong Handle, ſaid Ne- 
ander, and repreſent them at a Diſadvantage : * the 
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Sun, uninfluenced by inferior Bodies, has ſome Spots, 
what wonder a Town Life be waited on by ſome In- 
conveniences ? I grant many Diverſions are not inno- 
cent, yet all are not criminal. . For Example; what 
harm in taking the freſh Air in Hyde-Park? And then 
in driving to a Concert of Muſic ? 'Fheſe Entertainments 
are genteel, they unbend the Mind, refreſh the Body, 
gratify the Senſes, and have no Deſign upon Virtue. 

I believe, anſwered Ey/eb:us, the Air of Hyde-Park is 
more, wholeſome than that of Cheapfide; and that a 
mouthful now and then may be as good for the Sto. 
mach as a Vomit ; but. then. I am perſuaded a Doſe of 
Country Air would clear the Lungs, and carry off the 
Smoak from the Thorax, with leſs 3 and Danger. 
But do you think Neander, the Beaus and Belles have no 
other Buſineſs there, than to take a Cargo of freſh Air ? 
Alas! this is only the Pretence, their Deſign is worſe 
complexioned ; theſe appear in the Height of Pomp 
and Equipage ; and Care 15 taken to ſet off their Charms 
with all the Advantage of Fan and Artifice ; they ſmo- 
ther the Defects of Nature under a Varniſh of Silk, 
and plain the Furrows, Time has ſunk in their Faces 
with Pomatums; the Ring is a kind of Nogh's Ark; 
there are ſeven unclean Creatures, for two clean. Ladies of 
Honour ride pell. mell with thoſe of Pleaſure, and you 
will ſcarce diſtinguiſh them but by their Equipage;; 

for you muſt know a Miſs out-glitters my Lady; ſhe 
runs away. with the Wife's Jewels, as well as with th 
Huſband's Heart, and commands his Purſe with no | 
Empire than his Perſon. E | | 

Now pray, Neander, tell me, is here no Danger for 
2 young Man, who is haunted by Paſſion, and leaves 
Thinking at home? May not Love fly from one Coach 
into another ? And may not an Intrigue begun in pub- 
lic, be improved in private to Proftitution ? In a Con- 
flux of both Sexes, many meet upon ill Defigns ; and 
when ſome are diſpoſed to ſell Pleaſure, and others 
to purchaſe it, they ſeldom diſagree upon the Price; in 
a Word, I do not ſay a Turn in the Park 15 criminal], 
yet often-times it's unſafe. 8 


Though 
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Though I rank not the Love of Muſic among the 
Signs of Predeſtination, yet I am no Enemy to the 
Science. I am not even for baniſhing it the Churches, 
Methinks an Organ well touched gives a Majeſty to 
the Duties of Religion, and rouzes up the moſt drouzy 
Spirit to Devotion. I am not for turning Inſtrumental 
Muſic out of civil Converſation ; nor do I think, with 
Plato, that the Violin or Harp have ſuch an Influence 
on the Government, that one String more would un- 
tune the Commonwealth. I believe the Epbori of Lace- 
damon had little Buſineſs on their Hands, when they 
ſtinted the Lute- ſtrings, and that the Senate deſerved 
rather to be laughed at for ſeizing the Fiddle, than 
Timotheus to be blamed for exceeding the public Al- 
lowance. 

However, it's certain airy Muſic raiſes ſportive Hu- 
mours, and tunes the Spirits to Diverſion ; it awakens 
Paſſion, warms the Blood, animates Fancy, and opens 
it to Pleaſure. Indeed it's not directly vicious ; yet 
how far it may contribute to Vice, thoſe who haunt 
thoſe Places are the moſt competent Judges ; but thę 
vocal Mufic is lewd to Scandal, and irreligious to Ex- 
ceſs; here you have Lewdneſs in Folio, crowded in a 
Couplet, and an had of Miſchief in a Nut- ell. 

The Subject is always profane or amorous, and both 
to the Height of the Poet's Fancy; it's better in Rhime 
and Metre to help the Memory of the Audience; it's 
2 with Wit, to make a deep Impreſſion on the 
ntellet; ſo that here is Arſenic throwa into Ratſ- 
bane, Poiſon upon Poiſon ; and beſides, an airy Tune, 
and a fine Voice, ſerve for a Vehicle; they gild the 
Doſe, take off the Unpalatableneſs of the Potion, and 
infuſe Pleaſure and Tranſport; when Lewdneſs 1s 
worked up with Verſe aid Mutic, the Miſchief riſes ; 
theſe drive it ſtronger upon Fancy and Practice. 

But if it be performed by a Woman, it's then Poiſon 
thrice boiled, mortal and ſudden : It attacks not Vir- 
tue by Siege and Approaches, but, like Gun powder, 
blows it up in a Moment; it's downright Provocation, 
for though ſhe ſeems to vent the Poet's Thoughts, ſhe 
warbles out her own, and covers her Amours under 

Was 
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the fabulous Names of Chloris and Sylvia. A Woman 
that courts in Muſic, ſolicits in good earneſt, and is 
either ſome Spark's Conqueſt already, or intends to 
make one. It's odds but ſhe who ſings ill Things, 
will do worſe ; now when the Inclination is engaged 
by a fine Voice, and melting Notes; when the Words 
recommend the Bufineſs of Lewdneſs, and the Sex 
pleads for it, whether Paſſion be not like to get the bet- 
ter of Duty, I leave, Neander, to your Conſidera- 
tion. 

But certainly, Sir, replied Neander, Vice is not in fo 

flouriſhing, nor Virtue in ſo ſinking a Condition as 
you would perſuade me; who would not think, by 
your Diſcourſe, that Licentiouſneſs and Impiety had 
called in the City Charter, and by a Q Warranto, di- 
veſted the Mayor and Aldermen of the Government to 
invade it themſelves ? You draw a Picture of London in 
as black Colours as the Scripture paints Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and repreſent the Inhabitants Sinners before the 
Lord from the higheft to the Irweft; but for all that a 
Gentleman may find ſober and civil Company ; and I 
am acquainted with Perſons of Character, who make a 
Conſcience of doing a bad 'Thing. & 
I met once, ſaid Euſebius, a poor Fellow poring on a 
Book; well, Tom, ſaid I, what Book haſt thou there? 
The Bible, Maſter, replied Tom. The Bille, ſaid I! it's 
a good Book. There is, no doubt, ſober and civil 
Company in Town, here and there, if a body could but 
find it; but bad ſo prodigioufly over-tops it both in 
Number and Quality, that there is no coming at it; 
like Gold in the Mine, it muſt be found by Sweat 
and Labour; and then too, you muſt remove a Tun of 
Duſt for one Ounce of Oar. | 

I believe alſo, with Tom, that here and there a body 
may find a Conſcience ; but then you muſt” be at the 
Charge of a Hue and Cry, or fend the Conftable with 
a Warrant upon the Expedition ; for Conſcience, of late, 
like Debtors, ſculks in the Dark, or walks the Streets 
incognito; and then when you have arreſted it in her 
Majeſty's Name, a Man knows not what to make of 
it; it at Trifles, and breaks through ö 

ains 
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firains at a Flea, and ſwallows a Camel. T— H 
took Check at a Companion for ſinging a barmleſs Air 
on the Lord's-day : He, fye ! I will not ſuffer, ſaid he, 
the Sabbath to be thus profaned in my Preſence. Yet the 
next Sunday this very Conſcience invited the Sabbath- 
breaker to a Brothel. This Gentleman had a Con- 
ſcience, no doubt, but ſomething in Diſorder: One 
would have taken him for an African Negro, who places 
Beauty in Blackneſs, and Deformity in a clear Com- 
plexion. A gay Humour, in his Opinion, was a capital 
Crime, and Fornication an innocent Diverſion. The 
Town and Liberties ſwarm with this Breed of Con- 
ſciences; they are bought at eaſy Rates; nay, are 
become both a Drug and Nuiſance to Commerce and 
Society. | 

I have, indeed, drawn Lender in black Colours; but 
methinks the Copy nicks the Original; and if it re- 
ſembles Sodozz, who can help it; the Fault hes in the 
Likeneſs of their Faces, not in the Painter. Indeed, I 
fear a Portapolis and a Lendon Beau are of the ſame Alloy; 
true to Fleſh and Blood, but falſe to Sobriety and Good- 
neſs. And then for the Belles, they are caſt in the ſame 
Mould. Vanity, Balls, and Drefling, run away with 
the Paliſtine Ladies Thoughts, and do they not mono o- 
lize our London Ladies in time? In fine, the foreign 
Vices of both Sexes thrive in our Climate; and if Syria 
has ſet us a Pattern, London out- does the Original. You 
will tell ine London is a reformed City, how then dare 
I compare the Exceſſes of a Chriſtian People, with the 
hideous Diſorders of Pagans ? Is not this to ſet Tlolatry 


above the Worſhip of the' true God, and the Slaves of 


Beelzebub above the Children of Jeu, Chris? By no 
means; our Belief is excellent, but our Manners ftark 
naught; and this is the Riddle, that Men ſhould pro- 
feſs Chriſt, and diſown his Maxims ; reverence his Per- 
ſon, and deſpiſe his Commands: This is in ſome Mea- 
ſure a forty-two Diſtint'on, when Men honoured and 
fought for the King againſt the Tyranny of Charles 
Stuart, and broke the tundamental Laws of the Na- 
tion to maintain them. 


Our 
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.rePs Head, he ſhines in the Top of his Glory. 
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Our Nation is a Babel of Religions, and the City a 
Pantheon: We have trick d up Chriſtianity in all Dreſſes, 
and modelled it to the Fancy of French and Englih 
Fanaticiſm. One would think we were upon the Diſ— 
covery of new Paſſages into Heaven, as well as into the 
South and Tartarean Seas, or that each Man reſolved 
to leave the High-road, to ſteal in at a By-lane. 
Now when forty Religions ſnug under the Protection 
of the Law, few are-really believed ; for where Reve- 
lation is queſtioned, Practice will of courſe be brought 
to the Bar, and then it's odds, thoſe Principles that 
favour Nature will -get the Advantage over thoſe that 
reſtrain it. Though therefore London be a reformed 
City, a Latitude of Faith draws after it a greater of 
Principles; and when theſe are roiten, how ſhall our 


Behaviour be ſound ? 


Well, ſaid Neanden, but ſuppoſe our Privy-Council 
thinks fit to baniſh, by Proclamation, young Gentlemen 
twenty. Miles from the Town, wili they remove out of 
the Reach of Vice, and ſtand clear of thoſe Diſorders 
that wait on a City Life? I fanſy Vice 1s a Weed that 
over-runs Villages as well as Towns; and a Man who 
reſolves to regale Appetite, may feaſt it in Northumber- 
land; nay, and at a cheaper Rate too. Now, a low- 
ſeaſoned Pleaſure that coſts but a Crown, reliſhes bet- 
ter, and raiſes a more agreeable Senſation on the Or- 
gan, than a high-ſpiced Satisfaction that coſt twenty; 
and then for God's ſake what Buſineſs have unſettled 


Gentlemen on their Hands in their Father's Houſes ? 
Do chey not ſaunter away their Lives in Kennels and 


Stables, and run themſelves down in the Chace of 
Hares and Foxes ? So that living among Peaſants and 
Beaſts, they put on the Behaviour of thoſe, and all the 
Brutality of theſe, and thus become half Man, half 
Beaſt: For, in a Word, a Country Gentleman is a 
Compound of much Pride, and little Merit, a Sultan in 


a {mall Pariſh, a Tyrant in Byfo, and a Clown at length; 


he eats much, but drinks more; March Beer is his 
Ne&ar, and powder'd Beef his Ambrofium ; and when 
he has lain ſome Neighbours on their Backs at the Bar- 


You 
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You miſtake me, Neander, replied Euſebius, Lazineſs 
and Plenty live in Hamlets, as well as Cities, and 
Vice always makes a Part of their Retinue; there is 
no Sanctuary on this Side the Moon againſt Diſorders; 
no Sin is a Prerogative only granted to Heaven; 
and though Grace and Caution may preſerve us from 
Guilt, they don't from Danger. 

But however, this Plague rages more in Town than 
in the Country, and carries off more there in one Pa- 
riſh in a Week, than here in a whole Country in a 
Twelvementh. Temptations ſolicit, but bad Company 
ſpurs on to Wickedneſs. If in the Country Debauchery 
be ſometimes practiſed, in Town it's openly profeſſed ; 
here are Schools and Academies of this Black Art, 
though not by Licence, yet at leaſt by Connivance. 
Procureſſes receive Stipends, and Gentlemen give Pro- 
creation- Money as well for their Pleaſures, as their 
Play: In ſhort, Wickedneſs is brought to Method, 
Principle, and Demonſtration ; and I fanſy we ſhall take 
up again our Anceſtors 'Trunk-breeches, before we lay 
down this deteſtable Science. Let us ſuppoſe a Coun- 
try Gentleman is ſomething too ſevere upon harmleſs 
Animals, 1s it not more . to run down a Hare 
than an Eſtate? To worry a Fox than Con cience? 
Take things by the worſt Handle, and you may ſay he 
rides, hunts, ſhoots, and ſaunters away his Life: But 
a Town Spark whores, blaſphemes, drinks, dices away 
Health, Eſtate, and Soul into the Bargain. The Di- 
verſion of thoſe are mean, of theſe vicious and crimi- 
nal. Thoſe might live better, and theſe cannot worſe. 
This being ſo, the Diſorders of the former come not 
within view of thoſe of the latter ; thoſe ſpend their 
Time like Keepers, theſe like Fiends. Thoſe fall 
below the Level of Gentlemen, and theſe of Chriſtians. 

What Remedy? ſays Neander: More Caution and 
leſs III nature in Parents, anſwered Eusebius. Had they 
more Care of their Children, theſe might have more 
Senſe of their Duty; there would be leſs Idleneſs in the 
World, and conſequently leſs Vice. Let them apply 
betimes their younger Sons to ſome honeſt Calling, that 
they may beat out of Induſtry and Labour a handſome 
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Livelihood. This will employ their Thoughts, and 
their Time, and keep Temptation at a Diſtance. A 
Man that has honelt Buſineſs on his Hands, ſeldom 
harbours diſhoneſt Deſigns in his Heart: Beſides, it 
ſecures his riper years. Nobility alone, as the World 
goes, is a ſlender Inheritance. Good Blood muſt have 
good Coin to appear ſignificant, and make a Figure. 
A Gentleman that lives by his Wits muſt turn of 
Conſcience, and will take leave of Religion. An An- 
nuity of fifty Pounds per Annum ſinks quickly to the 
Lees. An unlucky Throw of the Dice ſets it a-til:. 
And then a Miſer's Stipend caſts him at leaſt two 
Years behind-hand. Poverty hangs heavy on all Men; 
it diſpirits Courage, tempts Virtue, and dares a Man 
to be wicked ; it caſts him into Deſpair. Now a Gen- 
tleman cannot poſſibly fall into a worſe Diſeaſe. For 
it dreads all Thoughts of Birth, Honour, and Virtue, 
and forces him either to turn Pad on the Road, or 
Sharper in Town; and then he ends his Days by the 
Sword or the Halter. 

Parents muſt ſettle their Heir betimes: And it is 
more adviſeable to do it a Year too ſoon, than a Month 
too late. The Care of a Family will take up a great 
Part of his Time, and of his Thoughts. And when 
they are tied to Buſineſs, they will ſcarce be at Leiſure 
to purſue criminal Pleaſures. Generally our Heart 
and our Concerns lodge in the ſame Apartment, and 
when theſe lie at home, that ſeldom ſtirs abroad. 

T. J. was a young Gentleman of great Expectation, 
His Eftate equalled his Birth, and his Endowments 
both. Nature had joined a graceful Preſence to an 
extraordinary Wit. So that it was hard to determine, 
whether he ſtood more obliged to Providence for the 
Symmetry of his Body, or the Ornaments of his Soul. 
He was paſt one and twenty, and I uſed all wy Intereſt 
with his Father to ſettle him. I told him, in all Pro- 
bability, his Son would prove like the Prophet's Figs, 
either very good, or very bad, that his Complexion pro- 
miſed nothing ordinary. For he had great Paſhons, 
though his Education chained them: And if they got 
looſe, they would drive him upon the greateſt Extra- 

| vagances. 
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vagances. A Match of 10, ooo 1. was propoſed ; and 
nothing remained. to conclude it, but a Settlement of 
001. per Annum in preſent upon the young Gentleman 
is Son. But the very word Settlement threw the old 
Gentleman off the Hinges, and ſcared him into all the 
Poſtures of Impatience ; ſuch Scenes of Extravagance 
are ſeldom ſeen in Betblem. Never Man in his Wits 
better topt the Frenſies of a Madman. He was one of 
thoſe who rave after Money, when they have leaſt Uſe 
for it; and furniſh their Pockets with, great Y7aticums, 
when they are almoſt at their Journey's end. I thought 
he was within an Ace of playing the Deſperado, like 
Apicius the Roman, who ſtabbed himſelf with thirty 
thouſand Pounds in Caſh, out of an Apprehenfion of 
dying in Poverty, and thus not to die a Beggar, ex- 
pired like a Madman. He was deaf to Advice, and 
Paſſion had quite maſtered Reaſon. He fill ſuppoſed 
the ſame Pen that ſigned the Conveyance, would 
write his Execution, that Life and Money would go to- 
ether. 
: The young Squire talked both of his Miſtreſs and 
his Money, ok check, and over- acted the very Ex- 
travagances of his Father. He ſpurred to London, and 
left a thouſand Curſes behind him. Here he ſtruck 
up with Harpers, Scourers, and Al/atians. And to com- 
plete his Mi, fortune, made Acquaintance with the 
Players. He bounded from bad to worſe, till he fi- 
niſhed a Courſe of Debauchery, and undid himſelf to 
revenge his Father's Unkindneſs. 

The old Gentleman ſeemed unconcerned at his Son's 
Miſbehaviour, and comforted himſelf with good Wives 
Proverbs, An untoward Child, ſaid he, will make a brave 
Man; he will take up when he has ſcabed his wild Oats." 
But alas, he tool up only Maney, Blaſthemies, Lewdneſs, 
and Irreligion: And all thoſe accurſed Principles that 
ſtupify Conſcience, and give Liberty to Appetite. I had 
the Fortune to meet this unhappy Gentleman. Gloomi- 
neſs methought ſat on his Face, and Diſcontent ap- 
peared in every Motion. I ſuppoſe Conſcience made 
ſome Efforts to reſcue him, and that a kind Remon- 
ſtrance might lecture him into his Duty. But no; 

Vol. II. L he 
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he was too far gone for a Cure. Vice had got the 
Aſcendant, and twiſted itſelf with his Nature. He 
ſeemed rather fond than aſhamed of his Exceſſes, and 
almoſt grown proud of his Miſbehaviour. The Cauſe 
of his Melancholy lay in his Pocket. He had baſetied 
away his Money, and his good Humour; and as his 
Debts ſwelled, his Credit ſunk, and the Apprehenſions 
of Bailiffs and Catch- poles daſhed all his Sweets with 
Gall and Wormwood. 

In fine, fleſh'd in Debauchery, he was paſt Recovery: 
So that he run on in the broad Way, till a Stab ſtop- 
py his Career, to begin a longer Courſe of Torments, 

ow had his Father been "ew. he might have lived 
a fine Gentleman, and died a pious Chriſtian. But 
the old Man's Avarice diſcarded him of all the Senti- 
ments of a Parent. To fave a Peny, he expoſed his 
Son, and ſo ruined him eternally, to gratify a Ca- 

rice. 

K Well, ſaid Neander, this Cruelty of the Father ſnould 
ſtand upon Record as a perpetual Caveat to Parents, 
and the unfortunate End of the Son ſhould ſcare youn 

Gentlemen from a hair-brained Paſſion, e. 
Company, and a Town-Jife. It is a Bleſſing to reap 
Inſtruction from another's Misfortune ; but it is a ſevere 
Puniſhment to teach Poſterity by our own. You have 
convinced me, dear Eu/ebius, of the Danger of a Town- 
life; and I will not run into the Arms of Tempta- 
tion. We are not ſecure when we fly the Occaſion, 


-much leſs when we court them. 


I applaud your Reſolution, replied Eaſelins, Temp- 
tations will certainly be too hard for good Counſel, 
and Incentives to Vice for Exhortation to Virtue, If 
you intend to fly Sin, retire from Danger. A pious 
Reſolution is ſeldom Proof againſt a ſtrong Invitation 
to Evil. Neander ſtaid ſome Months with Zuſebius; he 
had ſuch a Reſpe& for his Perſon, ſuch a Veneration 
for his Virtue, that nothing was able to wean him 
from his Converſation, but a peremptory Command of 


his Father to return Home. 


DIALOGUE 
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DIALOGUE II. 


How Euſebius behaved himſelf in the Management of 
his Ejlate. 


EU SEBJUS had been trained up in the Court and 
Camp ; yet he eſpouſed the Vices of neither: He 
remembered the Covenant he had made in the Font of 
Baptiſm with his Saviour; that there he renounced all 
Amity with the World, and promiſed to comply with 
all the Maxims of the Goſpel. He endeavoured there- 
fore to keep up to the Height of the Engagement, 
and poſtponed all temporal Pretenſions to thoſe of E- 
ternity. A Senſe of his Duty to his King and Coun- 
try, fixed him in both theſe Stations, not a View of 
Intereſt or Glory. And he has been often heard to 
ſay, That theſe who are Slaves to Money, command Con- 
ſcience. and ſcorn to truckle to the wulgar Notions of Good 
and Evil. So that an intereſted Man throws off Ho- 
neſty, when he takes up the Defire of Wealth ; and is 
as far from being a truſty Miniſter to his Prince, as 
a faithful Servant to his Maſter. In every Poſt he 
behaved himſelf with that Uprightneſs and Vigilance, 
nay, and Succeſs alſo, that all confeſſed his Merits an- 
ſwered his Station; but he never courted any Recom- 
pence, beſides the Satisfaction of having diſcharged 
his Duty. His Ambition was to deſerve Preferment, 
not by Places to extort it; nor was he ever heard to 
murmur (when put by) that Favour over-topped Me- 
rit, or that Recommendations too« Place of long Ser- 
vice. At the Revolution he withdrew from Buſineſs, 
and could never be perſuaded to ftrike in with the new 

Government. | 
Having retreated from the Noiſe and Hurry of the 
Town, he began to conſider the Inſtability of human 
Things, and concluded that worldly Happineſs is pre- 
carious, and ſtands not only upon a Precipice, but up- 
on Ice too, although it is a difficult Point to prevail 
with a great Man, and to depend on his Grandeur, 
ur to perſuade him his Station is ſlippery, or that the 
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Babel he has raiſed will ſink into Duſt, and bury him 
under the Ruins. If Princes fall, ſaid he, where ſhall 
Subjects find ſure footing ? If we are unſafe, ſurround- 
ed with Guards, what Security without them? If 
Friends turn treacherous, . who dare we truſt? If Re- 
lations betray us, where muſt we expect Fidelity? All 
this World can give, may be taken away; ſo that the 
moſt wealthy, the moſt dignified Man upon Earth has 
this only Advantage above the Peaſant, that in a Mo- 
ment he may tumble lower, and conſequently be more 
miſerable. For certainly he is leſs unhappy whom 
Fortune never favoured, than him ſhe has forſaken, 
Why then do we unpeople Provinces to glut our Am- 
bition, and raze Cities to build proud Palaces upon 
their Ruins? Why do we unbowel the Earth to feaſt 
our Avarice, and ſweat under Ground to purchaſe 
Cares and Diſcontent above it? For who has moſt to 
loſe, has always moſt to fear. The higheſt Station 
puts no Bounds to an ambitious Spirit, nor the vaſteſt 
Treaſures to a covetous one. When Alexander had 
even gotten all, he defired ſomething more. His 
Wiſhes ſwelled with his Conqueſt, and his Pride 
marched farther than his Armies. His Treaſures were 
immenſe, but his Prodigality was greater, and his 
Wants ſurpaſſed both. Money never makes a Man 
rich; the more he has, the more he covets. He 1s 
not poor that has enough, but he who poſſeſſes Mil- 
lions, if he deſires more. | 

Seeing therefore Inconſiancy, Cares, Diſatisfaiom, and 
either reset or a Surfeit waits upon ſublunary 
Enjoyments, why do we place our Happineſs ſo low? 
And court Vexation of Spirit for our ſupreme Fe— 
licity ? God has ſeated our true Enjovments above the 
Smoak of this inferior World, and cut of the Reach 
of Caſualties. In vain therefore we weary ourſelves 
in the Purſuit of real Satisfaction here, that is only to 
be found hereafter. - 

This Conſideration ſo weaned Euſebius from the Love 
o the World, that he flung up all Pretenſions to future 
Advancements, and reſolved to lay out his Time upon 


the Purchaſe of a happy Eternity. He kept his W 
or 
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for immediately he withdrew into the Country, and 
allied all the Qualities of a Gentleman, ſo handſomely 
with the Duties of a Chriſtian, that it was hard to 
judge whether his Behaviour was more genteel, or 
more religious. He was wont to ſay, Thoſe lie under à 
Miflake, who fanſy, Virtue is an Enemy to good Breeding, 
that a Man muſt turn off Civility to commence à Saint, 
and diſband from the Society of Men, to keep a Correſpon- 
dence with God. Ne, no, continued he, Chriſtianity makes 
Men honefl indeed, but not Clowns; it forbids Grimace, 
but not Sincerity ; it puts a Mean between Foppiſhneſs and 
Ruflicity, and forbids to ſhew no Breeding by affecting to 
few too much. Virtue ſmooths the Brow as well as the 
Conſcience, and knows to temper innocent Mirth with a ſea- 
ſonable Reſervedneſs. So that we may keep up to the Height 
of our Duty to God, without dropping our Obligation to Neigh- 
bourhood and Society. | 

Euſebius divided the Day between Devotion, Buſineſs, 
and innocent Diverſions; or rather he devoted it en- 
tirely to God ; becauſe he raiſed to a ſupernatural 
End the moſt indifferent Adtions, and never withdrew 
his 'Thoughts from his Creator, even in the Govern- 
ment of his Family, or Heat of his Recreations. So 
ſoon as he was up, he retired into his Cloſet, and 
paſſed an Hour either in Prayer, or the reading of 
good Books. And he took ſuch a Pleaſure in them, 
that he renounced all unprofitable and profan2 Lec- 
tures, in which ſo many Perſons employ their Time to 
avoid Idleneſs, by an Idleneſs no leis vain, and often 
more dangerous. | | 

He cou.d not endure the ridiculous Affectations of 
many Gentlemen, that is not only paſſed into a Cu- 
ſtom, but almoſt into a Law, who ſuppoſe the leaf: 
Inſight into their Concerns forfeits their Patent, and 
throws them below the level of Quality ; that it is a 
Mark of Peaſantry to balance their Incomes with their 
Expences ; or to take Notice whether their Revenues 
will Keep touch with their Prodigality. One 
would think Gentlemen took Mr. Dryden's Satire in 
Don Sebaſtian for a Penegyric, who allows them /+/! 
Packets, and. empty Heads ; great Eftates in Land, and nene 


in Wit. 
„ Euſetius 
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Euſebius thought it no more below the Station of a 
Gentleman, to take care of an Eſtate, than to poſſeſs 
one. He ſuſpected not the Fidelity of his Steward, 
en he thought it againſt the Laws of Prudence to truſt 

im too far; for he knew Men are ſeldom careful of 
others Concerns, when they are negligent in their own: 
That it is a dangerous Experiment, to put even Ho- 
neſty itſelf to the Trial. For alas, it is odds, that a 
Servant will cheat without Scruple, when he can with- 
out Diſcovery. He therefore every Week called 
his Steward to Account, viewed the Regiſters, and ba- 
lanced his Receipts with his Expences. And thus he 
kept within Compaſs, and lived hand{omely upon his 
own, not upon the Sweat of poor Shopkeepers and La- 
bourers. For he looked on the taking upon Credit, as 
a Blur to a Gentleman's Reputation. And he uſed 
to ſay, To run deep in a Merchant's Books, is an infallible 
Symptom of a finking Eſlate, or a loft Conſcience. For who 
will run upon tick that has Money in Hand? Or, who 
intends to pay his Debts that has Credit to contract 
them, and no Fund to quit Scores ? 

He therefore modelled his Family to his Eftate, not 
to his Quality, and his Equipage to his Purſe, not to 
his Title. For neither Patent nor Coronets are a Pro- 
tection to Injuſtice. And certainly he is guilty of this 
Crime, who contracts Debts he knows himſelf unable 
to conceal : Indeed it is a Gentleman's Practice, and fo 
is the Breach of all God's Commands : But alas, Qua- 
lity cannot ſanctify an ill Action, nor unhallow a good 
one. 

Eaſebius could not endure to enter his Name in Mer- 
chant's Books; he would therefore rather defer a Pur— 
chaſe than take it upon Truſt. He compared Debtors 
to the Man in the Goſpel, poſſeſſed by a Legion of 
Devils ; when one goes out, a hundred return to tor- 
ment him. The thought of a Bailiff throws them in- 
to Fits; and the ſight of a Creditor, like the Eye of 
a Bafiſk, firikes them dead with Apprehenfion : So 
that they fear the Light, and like Owls and Bats 
range in Darkneſs and Obſcurity ; they confine them- 


ſelves out of Fear of being confined, and commit them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves cloſe Priſoners to their Lodgings, not to be mew'd 
up in a Dungeon. In a word, they lead the Lives of 
Criminals, fear every Man, are ſcorn'd by all, and pi- 
tied by none; and too often in ſpite of Caution, they 
take up in a Jail, and there die unregarded, like Rats 
behind the Hangings. 

One Day a young Gentleman gave Eaſebius a Viſit: 
He was one of thoſe who place all their Concerns in 
this World, without a Regard to the other. An extra- 
vagant Admirer of Life, and yet ſeem'd to be tired of 
it. He lived fo faſt, that he out-lived a Year in one 
Day ; and one would have thought his only Buſineſs 
was to poſt to his Grave. He had a handſome Eſtate, 
but too ſmall for his Prodigality ; it anſwer'd the Dig- 
nity of a Knight, but his Expences kept Pace with 
thoſe of a Duke; ſo that in a few Years it run upon 
the Lees, and his Credit ſunk with his Fortune. 
A Creditor found him out, and with Submiſſion de- 
manded of his Worthip the Payment of a Debt; but 
he had been fo often haunted by ſuch Spirits, that he 
had the knack of laying, as well as raiſing them. For 
he was laviſning of Promiſes, though ſparing in the 
8 and always gave great Hopes, but never 

oney. 

Well, ſays Eusebius, when he had diſmiſs'd the Man, 
may I inquire into the Fellow's Buſineſs. I ſuppoſe he 
forgot his Diſtance, and paſs'd the Bounds of Civility ; 
for you ſeem'd in a ferment, and diſmiſs'd him with 
Warmth and Expoſtulation. | 

The Raſcal, aniwer'd the Spark, duns me for a Debt 
of ten Years ſtanding ; as if I enter'd his Books only 
Yeſterday, 

Nay, ſaid Euſebius, with a Smile, that's inſufferable, 
What ! To bait a Gentleman for an old Debt is un- 
handſome, and affronting too. For, what was Paſſion 
given us, but to let looſe upon ſo provoking Occa- 
ſions? Thoſe Rogues ſhould be muzzled, and bound 
up to their good Behaviour: Beſides, the Sum per- 
chance is inconſiderable. | 

A Trifle, reply'd the Gentleman, not above a hun- 
dred Pounds, the Price of a Winter and Summer 


Suit. 
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My Mind gave me, ſaid Euſebius, the Fellow was a 
Taylor ; his Gate and Impudence proclaim'd his Pro- 
feſſion. A Varlet without Breeding, without Conſci- 
ence, or Good-nature, thus to way-lay a Gentleman ; 
to break in upon his Retirement, to ſhirk into an Au- 
dience ; nay, and come upon ſo unwelcome an Er- 
rand, argues ſmall Reſpe& for Quality, and leſs Beha- 
viour, And then, where 1s the Raſcal's Conſcience to 
demand a Debt of ten Years ſtanding ? A Taylor's 
Right wears out with his Merchandize. And when a 
Gentleman throws off his Cloaths, he makes over the 
Obligation of Payment to his Valet de Chambre. A 
Taylor ſhould no more think of aſking a Debt, than a 
Gentleman of paying it. But dear, Sir, Raillery 
apart. Can Time preſcribe againſt Juſtice ? Muſt a 
Man forfeit his Right, becauſe you fling up your In- 
nocence ? Or is it a leſs Impudence to refuſe a juſt 
Payment than to ſollicit it ? Believe me, Sir, he 1s not 
to blame who aſks his Due, but he who compels him. 
And it's leſs becoming to live at free Quarter upon 
Merchants and Tradeſmen, than to demand Satisfaction 
for the Grievance. 

You remember, I preſume, that once upon a Time, 
a Daw of great Family, but ſmall Revenue, had a 
Month's Mind to be fine. He was low in Caſh, but 
fluſh of Credit ; and ſo took up on Tick a gaudy 
Equipage. He lorded it 2 his Neighbours; and 
forgetting his Pedigree, pretended Alliance to the Bird 


of Paradiſe. But in the Height of his Proſperity his 


Creditors attack d him; and being unable to re- 
turn either Money or Security, they ſtrip'd him of his 
Bravery, and turn'd him into the Woods, in puris natu- 
ralibus. And then all thoſe Sycophants, that fawn'd 
upon his Fortune, laugh'd at his Folly, and turn'd Sir 
Jobn Daw into plain Jack ; nay, and threw him among 
the Rooks for his Puniſhment. 

There needs no Key to the Fable. The Applica- 
tion fits on the Surface. Nay, our Sparks have been 
at the Charge of turning it into real Story, and ſo 
are ſad Inſtances both of the Bird's Pride on the 


one ſide, and Folly on the other, and tho they barter 
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not their Quality, they are ſtrip'd of its Support; and 


then they knock off, naked of Ornament, and conſe- 
quently of Regard. For Nobility, without Caſh, makes 
but a lean Figure ; one Ounce of Gold weighs. forty 
Coats of Arms. Tho' the Blood of a Hero rowls in 
your Veins, if Chink has forſaken your Pocket, you 
muſt ſhear of to Rooks for a Maintenance; Regard 
riſes and falls by the ſecret Influence of Metal. | 
Pray, Sir, a Paraphraſe if you pleaſe, reply'd the 
Gentleman, on the Parable; fo: I confeſs, I am un- 
able to ſee through it, unleſs you intend by a fly In- 
nue nao to condemn me to the Trade of Purſe-taking on 
the King's Highway. Under Favour, ſaid Euſebius, 
it's not my Province to ſet any Man his Taſk ; but I am 
a kind of Figure-flinger, and pretend to tell young 
Mens Fortunes, not indeed by the help of the black 
Art, but by their own Conduct. You take upon Truſt 
with both Hands, and pay with neither ; you wade up 
ſoaks, you ſink over Head 
and Ears in Vintners ; card away 500 J. in a Night, 
and fling into a Miſs's Lap 1000 J. maintain one Fa- 
mily in the Country, another in the Town. You re- 
ceive 2000 J. per Aunum, and diſburſe Five. Now 
where muſt this Prodigality end, but in Poverty, Con- 
tempt, and Deſpair ? And when a Gentleman is waited 
on by three ſuch Attendants, he is equip'd for any 
Practice. Neceſſity is a bad Counſellor, and Deſpair 
a worſe ; and I can aſſure you, they have ſet ſome 
Gentlemen upon unwarrantable Enterprizes : For when 
they have no Fund to live on; they mult live by their 
Wits, and then they are forc'd to caſt up their Accounts 
at O/d-Bailey's, and to pay the Reckoning at Hyde- 
Park-Corner. | 
Young Gentlemen muſt live up to their Birth, ſaid 
the Gentleman. | 
Provided, anſwered Euſebius, their Purſe runs even 


with their Quality, For otherwiſe Title muſt ſtoop to 


Revenues, and Figure muſt ſhrink to Neceſſity. It's 
all Huſbandry to glitter in Equipage, like a Prince, for 


a Twelve- month, and then to ſneak into a Corner with 


2 ſalitary Lacquey, down at Heels, and out at El- 
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bows; to turn off from a Guinea Ordinary to the 
Baſket, or to ſtand oblig'd for a Meal, to the Courteſy 
of Relations all your Life after. But this is not our 
Caſe neither. Few Gentlemen break their Eſtates by 
ſtretching them to their Birth, but beyond it. A Squire 
will vie Prodigality with a Lord, and a Knight with a 
Duke. Now, alas ! how can two thouſand per Arun 
hold out with ten ? It muſt jade and founder in a 
=_ time, and lay its Maſter like a tired T7? in the 
ire. | 

But ſuppoſe theſe Misfortunes wait not upon you, 
where is Conſcience ? 

Nay, reply'd the Gentleman, in good Hands I aſ- 
ſure you. For certainly, Conſcience may be well, 
though my Eſtate be ſick. I may balance Accounts 
ws God, though I am behind Hand with my Neigh- 

r ä 

Not ſo eaſily neither, ſaid Eigſebius. For when a 
Gentleman takes upon Credit, Conſcience enters Bond 
for the Payment; and if the Eſtate cannot anſwer the 
Incumbrance, that will be uneaſy. Pray, Sir, con- 
tinued Eusebius, is there no ſuch Law as Thou halt net 
fleal ? © 

Without doubt, anſwer'd N. N. 

And does this Precept take in, ſaid Eſebius, only 
Pads and Cut-purſes ? | 

It forbids, ſaid N. N. all Acts of Injuſtice ; nay, 
and reſtrains Deſires. It's ill even to covet an ill 
Thing ; and he who deſigns to over-reach his Neigh- 
bour, tranſgreſſes the Law, as well as he who deceives 
him. 

Your Caſuiſtry, reply'd Eu/ebins, is ſound and or- 
thodox, but not your Practice. For do you not force 
poor Creatures to change their Labour into a continual 
Attendance ; to ſaunter away their Time in an Anti- 
Chamber, and then to return home with empty Promi- 
fes ? Nay, and it's often taken for a Civility not to be 
affronted ; and for Payment in part, not to be deny'd 
(with a G— damn ye) for the whole. Now when a 
Creditor muſt be eternally upon the Trot to come up to 


his Debtor, 'and ply at all the Coffee-houſes for Intel- 
ligence 
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ligence of his Haunts, the Irons cool at Home, Trade 
ſinks, Work is at a ſtand, and a Bankrupt treads upon 
his Heels. For how ſhall a Merchant pay his Debts, 
who recives none? Now, Sir, here is lucrum ceſſers on 
the one Hand, and damnum emergens on the other, and 
in the Sight of God you ſtand reſponſible for both: 
They will be put to your Accounts, and you mult either 
repair them here, or ſuffer for them hereafter. 

For God's ſake, Sir, ſaid N. N. who bids thoſe Raſ- 
cals run upon the Hunt, and trace my Motions ; nay, 
and break my Head with importunate Sollicita- 
tions ? Muſt Ianſwer for their Folly, and pay for their 
Extravagance ? Let them keep within Doors, and 
carry on their Trade, I will not intermeddle in their 
Concerns. 

That is, Sir, reply'd Eiſebius, if they will fit down 
with their Loſs, you are ſatisfy'd; if they will take 
your Honour for their Security, and croſs Scores for 
Promiſes, or be content with a Lacquey with a Cudgel 
for Paymaſter, I eaſily believe you. If all the Cre- 
ditors in the Nation will vouchſafe to burn their Re- 
giſters, Spendthrifts will be at the Expence of the Ex- 
ecution, and applaud their Generofity. And if they 
pleaſe to give in good Security never to importune you 
with unpleaſant Viſits, you will ſecure them of Non- 
payment. 

I fanſy you are got into a Vein of Drollery. But 
the Miſchief is, with ſome People a Jeſt improves into 
an Argument, and Raillery grows up into Reaſon. 
But deceive not yourſelf ; Hofe who put off Payment 
with dilatory Pretences, not only bid their Creditors 
neglect their Trade and Family, but force them: For 
without Importunity nothing is done. They muſt be 
for their Due, as hard as for an Alms ; and ſvend 
more Time in recovering their Money, than in earning 
it. It's as eaſy to dig the Oar out of the Mines ot 
Potofs, as to importune a Debt out of the Pocket of a 
Prodigal. | | 

But if a poor Tradeſman by ſuch an Injuſtice chance 
to go down in the World, to ſuffer a Seizure of his 
Goods, or his Perſon, you muſt account for the Da- 
mages 
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mages alſo. For you are the Cauſe of his Misfortune, | 
and by conſequence muſt anſwer for it. 
To be plain, faid V. V. my Eftate lies Sick of a | 
Conſumption, the Dice have prey'd upon its Vitals ; 
and Riot has brought it ſo low, that I far it's now paſt 
Recovery. I cannot cancel paſt Scores without throw- | 
ing myſelf into a Neceſſity of drawing in my Retinue, | 
or living upon Courteſy. Now either Way expoſes | 

my Reputation to the public Obloquy, and my Perſon 
rather to Raillery than Compaſſion. For Misfortune | 
in our Age is a Jeſt of itſelf, and a little Fooling upon 
? 


the Subject makes bad Circumſtances inſupportable. 
When a Coat is Thread-bare, how eaſy is it to pick 
a Hole ? When a Man can ſcarce keep his Head | 
above Water, a ſmall Weight plunges him to the bot- | 
tom. Though he may ſtruggle againſt one Commit- ö 
timus, a Leaſh will certainly fink him in a Dungeon; | 
and theſe Furies ſeldom appear fingle. I confeſs my | 
Inclination leans 'not towards the King's Bench or the 
Mar/halſea. I am for a free Air, and hate to lie at the 
the Mercy of a Turnkey. | 
It's more eaſy, anſwer'd Euſebius, to commit, than 
to excuſe an Injuſtice. Eſtate Diſeaſes, like thoſe of 
the Body, muſt be cured by a ſlender Diet. Riot and 
Highfare enforce the Fever, enflame the Blood, and 
| breed ill Humours. And I have known ſome Eſtates 
brought back from the laſt Agony to a perfect State 
of Health and Vigour, by a ſhort Pittance of Barley- 
Broth. I perſuade you to make a Trial of the Re- 
cipe, enter into a Courſe of Phyſick. But then, as you 
Hope for Benefit, come not within the Smoak of the 
Town; the Remedy requires the freſh Air of the 
Campaign, Retirement and Solitude. To ſpeak plain, 
| retrench Expences, diſmiſs Equipages, reform At- 
tendants, reſerve one fourth Part of your Revenues 
for Subſiſtence, and three for Creditors. Five hundred 
| Aunum well managed, will go farther than two 
| thouſand ill. And altho' the Sum anſwers not the Ex- 
| travagancies of a 'Fown Debauchee, it will keep touch 
with the Occaſion. of a ſober Gentleman. For I can 
| aſſure you, Birth is not ſo expenſiye as Prodigality ; 
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Gravity of Behaviour and Moderation ſet it of, and 
ive ic a finer Luflre than all the coſtly Trappings of 
Pomp, Equipage, and Riot. 
But People will laugh, if you ſhrink your Figure, 
pack up for the Country, and ſtint Expences ? Sup- 
oſe they do; to ſtifle their Mirth, will you pawn an 
ſtate ? And play the Fool to buy off their Fooling ? 
Will you rather ſtand their Scorn than their Meri- 
ment? And be deſpiſed in Poverty, than rally'd in a 
comfortable Fortune? Retrieve your Eſtate, and Credit 


will riſe in Proportion; he never wants Regard, who is 


Mend with Money ; nor he Contempt, who is unfur- 
niſh'd. 5 
Sparing and Parſimony lead not to Newgate, or the 
King's-Bench; but Prodigality, Gaming, Wine, and 
Milles : Creditors will bear more Years with Men, 
who take ſure Meaſures to pay their Debts, than Days 
with thoſe who increaſe them. ; q | 
But methinks Conſcience and Duty ſhould take place 
of all temporal Views. A Chriſtian that believes there 
is a Hell to puniſh Injuſtice, ſhould not make himſelf 
miſerable beyond Redemption, upon a groundleſs For- 
feiture of Reputation. For on my Word, dear Sir, 
rg in the Cha 1 * is no Protection; 2 once 
njuſtice has plunged you into Flames, the Reputatio 
of Alexander wil — bail you. n mum 
Now, as I ſaid before, it's a heavy Injuſtice to pay 
Merchants only with empty Promiſes, and yet more 
heavy to return for Ware, Curſes, and Imprecations. 
For to be free with you, Sir, Gentlemen that diſcharge 
their Debts with ſuch adulterate Coin, enhance he 
Reckoning, and commence Thieves and Robbers. In- 
deed they play not at ſmall Game upon the King's 
Highway, nor take a Purſe with a Piſtol in their Hand, 
and a Damn you deliver in their Mouths. They have 
more Concern for their Skin, than to embark in an En- 
terprize that leads to a Halter. But, however, tho' they 
endanger not their Necks, they ſtab their Conſcience ; 
and if they ſtand clear of the Infamy of Padding, they 
avoid not the Guilt, Fox to refuſe Payment i no leſs 
a ; au 
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an Injuſtice before God, than to plunder on the High- 


way. | 

God forbid I ſhould refuſe Payment, ſaid N. N. But 
alas, I am in no Condition. My Debts run high, and 
my Eſtate low ; Taxes m_ away one part, my Fa- 
mily another; and when preſent Expences exceeds Re- 
ceipts, how ſhall I croſs out the paſt. 

Under favour, ſaid Euſebius, you refuſe by your 
Conduct, though not by your Words, and that is more 
-ſignificant, not leſs criminal. You rattle in a Coach 
and Six; glitter in Embroidery ; hector in Taverns, 


and fleep upon the Dice. You take up at Intereſt, 


and yet pay none. Is not this the ſtraight Way to 
beggar yourſelf firſt, and then all you deal with ? For 
is not ſuch a Miſmanagement the High- road to Beg- 
gary ; and conſequently does it not lead you into an 
mpoſſibility of paying? If you refuſe not Payment, 
apply due Means, leſſen Charges, and ſtint Prodigality 
to meer Neceſſaries: This is your Intereſt as well as 
Duty. And it no leſs concerns your Eſtate than your 
Soul. For in a Word, I muſt repeat it, without Re- 
paration of Damages, there is no Salvation. Who 
wilfully leaves this World in Debt, muſt pay it in the 
other; and tho' he eludes the Proſecution of Creditors 


here, he cannot avoid the Juſtice of the Almighty 


hereafter. 

The Gentleman heard good Counſel, and was within 
an Ace of following it. He ſaw his Eſtate lie at Stake, 
together with his Soul, and that he pour on to Beg- 
gary and Damnation. He confeſs'd Euſebius's Advice 
was the moſt ſecure, tho? the leſs palatable ; and good 
Huſbandry might retrieve his finking Fortune, and 
furniſh Supplies for Uſe and Payment. But on a ſud- 


den, forſooth, he would turn Potitician, and play'd 


the Fool out of a Principle of Wiſdom. The Matter 
calls, ſaid he, for Deliberation and TGT Re- 
pentance treads on the Heels of quick Reſolutions ; 
pray give me leave to pauſe before I leap from one 

—— to the other. 
He took Leave of Euſebius, and poſted to Town, 
and with the ſame Speed to his Ruin. For here Pro- 
digality 
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— began his Misfortune, and ill Counſel com- 
pleated it. He ſubpœna'd a Juncto of deſperate De- 
bauchees to his Lodgings ; he open'd the State of his 
Lodgings ; he open'd the State of his Concerns, and 
the Advice of Euſebiun. But he might as well have 
flown for Sanctuary into a Den of ¶aſſins, or ſecur'd 
his Purſe in the Hands of a Highwayman, or learn'd 
the Way to Paradiſe from the Devil himſelf, as expect 
wholſome Advice from thoſe who follow the worſt, and 
place Intereſt before Conſcience. Theſe Harpies had 
given a helping Hand to the Gentleman's Misfortune, 
and thruſt him blindfold upon the Brink of the Pre- 
cipice. They gain'd by his Loſſes, and drain'd his 
Purſe at Play to fill their own : So that to counſel Par- 
ſimony, was to plead againſt themſelves, and damp 
the Channel that fupplied their Debaucheries with 
Nonriſhment. | | 

What Wonder therefore their Advice was as con- 
trary to Euſebius's, as their Deſigns ? Deſperate Reme- 
dies, ſay they, are only to be apply'd in deſperate 
Diſeaſes. Who will lop off an Arm or a Leg for a 
Pimple ? Or drink Antimony for a Tertian? When 
there is no Cure, ſomething may be ventur'd ; but 
when there is no Danger, = not a Bowl of Rat/bane 
for a Preſervative. Your Eſtate, Sir, is encumber'd, 
but not ſpent ; it runs low, but I ſuppoſe Merchants 
Regiſters are not like enchanted Circles, when once 
you are in, there is no ſtepping out. One lucky 
Chance at Dice will reſcue all, and make Scores even. 
Fortune has indeed frown'd upon you, ſhe will begin 
to ſmile. She is a Female, fond of Change, unac- 
cuſtom'd to Conſtancy; and when we has thrown off 


her Spleen and III- nature, ſhe over-ſets a Man with 


Kindneſs and Courtſhip. T. V. was brought to a ſoli- 
tary Guinea ; but then good Luck veer'd about into 
the right Corner, and this ſingle Piece fetch'd back 
twenty Thouſand ; fo that he had never ſoar'd ſo high, 
had he not fell ſo low, nor eſcap'd his Ruin, had he 
not come ſo near it. 

This Remedy was indeed more dangerous than the 


' Diſeaſe, and as mortal to Eſtate-diſtempers, as Poiſon 


to 
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Bg of the Body. However, they ſtole upon his | 
blind Side; fo that he ſuriender'd not only without 
Reſiſtance, but even with Pleaſure and Tranſport. 
Gamin was his predominant. Paſion, and this eaſily 
reconcil d his Palate to the Preſcription ; nay, and 
turn'd the Medicine into a Regale. You have nick d, 
ſaid he, the Point. He that cures disjointed Eſtates | 
by Recreation, and conveys Health thro' Pleaſure, is 
a Surgeon in good earneſt. He falls then to Gaming; 
but, alas, cogg'd Dice were too hard for good gon 3 
and Fortune, chat turn'd tail before, now quite deſerted 
him. His Bags droop'd, and his Credit hung the 
Wings; his Money was flown, and though his Lands 
chang'd not their Place, they went over to other Land- 
lords. All his Companions, like Rats in a Storm, 
abondon'd the ſinking Veſſel, and he found himſelf in 
a Jail, before he dream'd of a Bailiff, Here this un- 
Fortunate Gentleman. ſees his paſt Errors, but no way 
to correct em. oſt Grace may be recover'd by 
Tears, but not Eſtates. We may weep ourſelves into 
Heaven, not into a Fortune, nor out of Confinement. | 
He meaſures a great Length, that vauJts from abund- | 
ance into Poyerty. The Fall daſhes in pieces not only : 
the ProſpeR, but the very Hope of a Return. Nothin p 
remains but the Senſe of the preſent Calamity, a. j 
the Remembrance of a paſt Felicity. So that, like the Þ 
Damn'd, they are tormented with the Pain of Loſs, as f 
well as with that of Senſe; and the Ghoſt of their 
darling Pleaſures, reyive merely to perform the Office 
of Executioners. but did theſe poor Gentlemen under- 
ſtand this obvious Piece of Chymiſtry, to tranſmute 
Neceſſity into Virtue, to bear with Retignation to Pro- 
vidence, the Misfortune, Folly and Sin have drawn 
upon them, I would pronounce them happy in their 
Misfortune; but, alas, they rather rage than repent, 
deplore their Reſtraint without dropping one Tear for 
their Debauches, the Cauſe of it, and ſo in the End 
they ſtep from one Dungeon to a worſe, from a tem- 
ral Confinement, to an eternal one. This is the 
End of thoſe who receive Favours without Thankſgiv- 1 
ing, and Puniſhment without Humiliation; that nan E 
P | 
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praiſe God for his Mercies, nor pray to him under his 


Judgments. 
How Euſebius behaved himſelf to his Domeſtics. 


Tho' Euſebius retired from the Town, he intended 
not to turn Hermit, not to diſband from Society and 
Converſation. He was no public Enemy, like Timon 
to his Species, nor a Friend to Sourneſs and Ill-nature. 
He knew the Life of a Chriſtian might ſtand with 
that of a Gentleman ; that he might comply with all 
the Duties of Deligion, without ſtepping below his 
Station. He therefore kept up an Equipage, rather genteel 
than great ; it anſwer'd his Quality, and was propor- 
808 Fes his Revenues. So that he neither incumber'd 
his Eſtate with unſeaſonable Expences, nor better'd it 
by a ſordid Parſimony. He was content with his pre- 
ſent Fortune, and neither deſired to be greater, nor fear'd 
much to be leſs. For indeed he was too low for Envy, 
and yet too high for Contempt. 


T. 


He rather behav'd himſelf to his menial Serva nts 
like a Father than a Maſter ; and always treated 'em as 
freeborn Subjects, not Slaves. He could not endure 
the Conduct of thoſe Gentlemen, who ſhew leſs Con- 
cern for a poor Domeſtic, than a Beaſt of Burthen, 
and let him live a Brute without Religion or Inſtruction, 
ſo he carries on their Buſineſs, and works himſelf down 
to ſupport their Riot. He was ſenfible the Dif- 
ference even between a Prince and a Peaſant lies in 
Fortune, not in Nature; that their Pretenſions in the 
next World are equal ; and that even in this, a Slave 
in the Sight of God that praQtiſes Virtue, is more 
noble than an Emperor over-grown with Sin. He 
thought therefore himſelf obliged in Duty and Con- 
ſcience to take care of their Souls, as well as of their 
Bodies; to allow Inſtructions as well as Food, and 
to accompany their Wages with an Addition of good 
Counſel, | 7% ® 1 
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II. 

For this Purpoſe he entertain'd a Chaplain, whoſe 
Buſineſs was only to inſtruct the Family, to inſtil the 
Principles of Chriſtianity into the Hearts of his Do. 
meſtics; to train them up in Virtue, withdraw them 

from Vice, and to bring them into Acquaintance with 
their Duty; which is ©1dom known, and more ſel- 


dom practiſed, by this ſervile Rank of Men. What Re- 


Jigion are you cf ? ſaid a Lady of my Acquaintance to her 
Maid. Religion, forſooth, anſwer d the poor Creature, 
fer Gentlefolks. She ſuppoſed Drudgery was the End 
of her Creation; that Expectation of future Happi- 
neſs lay out of her way. And thus ſhe lived in Chri/ter- 
dom like a Barbarian in the Wilds of America, without 
Hope of a future Reward, or Fear of Puniſhment. 
Hence Gentlemens Families ſerve too often for 


| Nurſeries to Newgate and the Stews. For their Depen- | 


dants being brought up in Idleneſs on the one Hand, 


and Licentiouſneſs on the other, when diſmiſſed they | 


know not where to retire: And ſo the Maids live 
Proſtitutes, and the Men die Thieves and Robbers. 


Whereas did they train up their Domeſtics in Chriſtian | 
Principles, and inure them to the Practice, they would 
prove more uſeful even to the Management of their 


temporal Concerns, and leſs burdenſome to the State. 


For certainly a Man that has no Principle of Re- 
ligion, has leſs of Morality. Few People are juſt, that 


have no Reaſon to be ſo, and many Invitations to 


Treachery and Deceit. With what Security therefore 


can a Maſter employ thoſe in Buſineſs, who only change 
the Diſcovery of a 'Theft with the Sin, and vary the 


Fact, like the Lacedemonians, into a Virtue ? Alas, In- 
fidelity will baffle Caution, and over-reaching will beat 
out more Plots than an Argus can diſcover. Who has a | 
Conſcience needs no Spies, and who has none will out- 


wit a hundred. 


III. 


Euſebius would never admit a Pebauchee into his Ser- 
vice. He thought no Man would be faithful to his | 


Maſter 
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Maſter, who was a Traitor to his God; much leſs care- 
ful of another's Concerns, who was forgetful of his 
own. Befides, Vice is diffuſive, and ſpreads.by Com- 
merce like the Plague. One wicked Perſon throws 
the Contagion among a thouſand, and it's odds ſome 
will take it up; and when once it gains upon a Fa- 
mily, it ſeldom ſtops, till the Infection becomes epidemi- 
cal, and the Diſtemper incurable. So that he always 
examined more narrowly a Servant's Behaviour than his 
Abilities; and often-times a good Life atoned for Un- 
experience. Clumſineſs, ſaid he, may be poliſh'd by 
civil Converſation, and Skill may be improved by Prac- 
tice, but vicious Habits ſeldom wear off : They are too 
ſtubborn for Inſtruction, and Proof to Homily and good 
Counſel. 


IV. 

When he was forced to reprehend, he avoided 
Heat, and never flew out into Strains of Indecency. 
He knew that Anger was ungovernable and clamorous, 
and as unfit to give as to take Advice. It drowns Rea- 
fon by Noiſe and Tumult, and ſeldom pronounces a 
juit Sentence, but when it intends an unjuſt one : It 
throws a Man off his Guard, and even below his Dig- 
nity, and betrays thoſe Weakneſſes we ſhould bluth to 
own upon the Torture. Hence he uſed to ſay, that a 
choleric Correction was ſeldom well taken; that it ra- 
ther irritated, than healed, and ſtruck out Reſentment, 
not Sorrow. Wherefore his Words were as mild as his 
Countenance ; and the Sedateneſs of his Geſture an- 
ſwered the Sweetneſs of his Language. Nothing op- 
probrious paſſed his Lips, nothing tempeſtuous, nothing 
unbeſeeming the Mouth of a Gentleman, or the Ears 


of a Chriſtian, In fine, his Reprimands taſted al- 


ways ſtronger of Honey than of Gall ; and they were 
received by ſome with Repentance, by all with Patience, 
and by none with Indignation. 

Some Gentlemen of his Acquaintance took the Li- 
berty to tell him, that his Mildneſs would ſoon meet 
with Contempt, and his Affability with Scorn ; that 
theſe under-rate Mortals are as incapable to be moved 
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by Kindneſs, as to practiſe it; that a Cane mends more 
Faults in a Quarter, than dogmatizing in a Twelve- 
month; and that nothing affects their Will, but what 
lies heavy. upon their Senſe. But thoſe Sparks talk 
juſt as they acted, and only diſapproved Eu/ebius's Me- 
thod by commending their own. However, an un- 
lucky Accident admoniſh'd one. of theſe Cenſors of his 
Miſtake, and convinced him ad hominem, that Rough- 
neſs is not always in Seaſon, and that Blows rather 
provoke than awe an Inferior, and ſooner ſtir up Diſ- 
obedience than Beer Ve e EFT 

By chance poor D#c#, reaching the Oil to his Ma- 
ſter, liquor'd his Wig, and the Overſight ſpread to the 
Borders of a new Suit a-/a-mide. The poor Fellow 
ſuffer'd the Rack in the very Accident, and expired the 
Guilt of the Offence in the very Commiſſion: But the 
"Squire, who was extremely ſmitten with Drapery, and 
rated the Ornaments of his Back above all the Em- 
belliſnments of his Brain, broke out into all the Inde- 
cencies of .Language and Geſture. He firſt damn'd 
poor Dich to the Pit of Hell; then Son-of-a-whor'd him 
to all Intents and Purpoſes; and, in fine, bedaub'd 
him with all the nabe ming Tropes of Billing ſgate 
and the Bear- garden. The very Knowledge of fach 
mean ſtuff miſbeſeems a Gentleman; but the ſpeaking 
it degrades him, recalls his Patent, and breaks his 
Eſcutcheon. Dick begged his Pardon, but Rage got 
the Aſcendant over Meonfieur's Reaſon, and Fury would 
not hearken to any Articles of Accommodation. The 
Spark flew from the Table, the Oil had fired the Brain, 
and purſued Dick with a Cane in his Hand, and Oaths 
in his Mouth: The poor Wretch would have com- 
pounded for a Limb; but when he ſaw no way open 
for a Retreat, he faced about: The Cane had beat out 
all Reſpect, and Self-preſervation took place of Duty 
and Obedience. He return'd with Uſury the Blows 
he had received. In fine, the Man maſter'd the Ma- 
ſter; and plain Dick over-top'd Right Yor/ipful. The 
Company ſtept in between; ome ſtared, others railed, 
and all laugh'd at the Comedy. After Dinner, Eu/e- 
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Bias took the Gentleman aſide, and minded him of his 
Extravagance. 8 | 
I ſuppoſe, Sir, ſaid he, you haye dropt your former 
Opinion, that an high Hand, and an imperious Brow 
keep Servants to their Duty ; the beſt way to perſuade 
them to obey with Reſpect, is to command with Modera- 
tion. Judge firſt of Faults before you puniſh them, 
and never ſwell a Fly into an Elephant. Vou m 
wink at ſome Offences, laugh at others, and chaſtiſe 
all with Calmnefs and Charity: Put a Difference be- 
tween a Chance and a deliberate Action. Treat not 
an innocent 9 and a malicious Treaſon with 
the ſame Severity: Proportion the Pain to the Fault; 
and ſo when the Offence is trivial, take care the Puniſh- 
ment be not exorbitant. When a Servant deſerves a 
Cane, it's time to diſmiſs him; and it's more honour- 
able to turn him off, than to ſtoop to the Function of a 
Town Beadle. In a Word, Sir, remember, that to en- 
age with an Equal is dangerous, with a Superior 
ooliſh, and with an Inferior contemptible. 


V. 

Euſebius's Conduct won all his Domeſtics, and not 
only their Hands, but alſo their Hearts lay at his De- 
votion: They carried on his Intere& with as much 
Eagerneſs as if they promoted their own: They re- 


ſpected him as a Maſter, and loved him as an indul- 


gent Father. And the Fear of diſpleaſing him kept 
them more within the Compaſs of their Duty, than the 
Apprehenſion of Puniſhment ; and they rather deſired 
to feel his Anger, than to deſerve it. 


VI. 

Swearing and Blaſpheming are comprehenſive Vices, 
and if Cuſtom had the Secret of Tranſmutation, like 
Chymiſts, they would challenge a Place among the Vir- 
tues, Chriſtians, who are forbid to {wear by any thing, 


aſſume Liberty of ſwearing by all things: One would 
think the Breach of the Precept was the only Deſign 
they aimed at; and Diſobedience to God's Commands 
their own Diverſion. Gentlemen, without doubt, firſt 

brought 
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brought this helliſh Diale& into Faſhion ; and Servants, 
who are their Betters, have improved it. 

Great Gentlemens Families hare laid down the Lan- 
guage of their Country, to take up that of the Damn'd ; 
and it's hard to determine whether thoſe Maſters; who 
permit ſuch hideous Expreſſions, are more guilty than 
thoſe who ſpeak them. 

Euſebius could not endure this execrable Jargon, It 
ſoured his Blood, and made his Hearing a Burden. A 
thouſand good Qualities in a Servant made no Atone- 
ment in his Opinion for this only bad one ; and though 
he pitied thoſe Failures that ſavour'd of Weakneſs, he 
never gave quarter to blaſpheming : Orher Vices, ſaid 
he, make bold with God's Commands, this outrages his very 
Perſon; it adds Inſult to Diſobedience, and Contempt to 
Abuſe : It's a Symptom of no Religion. For who will rewile 
the very Being he adores Or rally and worſhip the ſame 
Object? Anil then what Reſpect can a Maſter expect from 
him that turns upon his Creator, and flies in the Face of the 

Ommi potent? In fine, continued he, they are Nuiſances 
to human Nature, and deſerve rather to be proſecuted 
as public Enemies to our Species, than to be enter- 
tained as Domeſtics. He endeavoured to reclaim them 
by Reproof and Exhortation; but when he ſaw no 
Amendment, he diſmiſſed them without Delay. No 
Interceſſion of Friends, or Proſpe& of Interect, could 
perſuade him to harbour theſe declared Enemies of 
the Almighty, They affront the Virtuous, debauch the 
Unwary, and are both a Scandal and Grievance to the 
Family they live in. Rebels to God ſhould be barred 
of Protection, no leſs than Traitors to their Prince. 
To receive the Guilty, is to countenance their Crime, 
as really in one Caſe as in the other. 

Had Gentlemen a due Regard for the Honour of 


God, #4. , were they Chriſtians in good earneſt, theſe 


wretched Liberties of their Servants would ftop their 
Blood, and make them ſweat with a Diſguſt and 
Horror ; they would diſcard thoſe puny Giants who 
dare defy the Omnipotent, and invoke his Name to 
burleſque his Juſtice ; they would clear their Families of 
all theſe Rakes that infect the Air they breathe, _ 
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the Earth they walk on: That by a ſtrange Metamor- 
phoſe, turn the Dwellings of Men into the Habita- 
tion of Devils, and the Torments of the Damn'd into 
the Diverſion of the Living: For I can aſſure you, 
Gentlemens Houſes are too often a lively Picture of 
Hell; there you will ſee all the Lewdneſs of Hell, and 
hear all the Language of that curſed Region, with only 
this Difference, that thoſe unhappy Creatures below 
blaſpheme God, of whom they hope no Mercy, and 
theſe above lampoon him, of whom they e Par- 
don. Nay, here are Devils alſo; not indeed by Na- 
ture, but Practice, and almoſt every thing beſide Brim- 
ſtone and Deſpair. Would Gentlemen reform this un- 
beſeeming Dialect, Servants would caſt it off; but when 
it is ſpoke in the Parlour, it's taken up in the Kitchen ; 


it walks into the Stables, and ſteals into all the ſer- 


vile Offices of the Houſe. For Servants wear their 
Maſter's Vices, as well as their Livery, and copy their 
Actions, to purchaſe their Favour : In that, Curſing, 


: Swearing, and indeed all Vice is degradyng ; but when 
it gets into great Houſes, when Nobility abets it, and 


Quality gives it Countenance and Entertainment, it 


changes Complexion, and becomes modith and creditable. 
And this is the Reaſon Imprecations and Oaths are fo 
far frequent among us; for an innocent Overſight we 
- ſend a Servant to the Devil, and call down upon him 
all the Diſeaſes, all the Plagues of this World, and 
the next. Oaths are uſed by all Perſons, and to com- 
plete the Impiety on all Occaſions, we court and quar- 
rel in this Language: We expreſs our Kindneſs and 
Averſion, our Joy and our Grief in the ſame Terms. 
* Succeſs is waited on by Oaths, as well as Diſappoint- 
ments ; and they ſet off Temper as well as Paſhon. In 
* fine, they run through all our Diſcourſe ; they ſtand 
up in the Room of Senſe; and one would think we 
were furniſh'd with no other Rhetoric or Reaſon. His 
Care wrought good Effetts in the Family, and his 
Example better; Swearing was an unkrown Lan- 


guage, as well as Ribaldry ; and all thoſe Vices which 


| hover about great Mens Palaces found no Entertain- 


ment, 
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ment, no Admittance in his. When there aroſe any | 
Comte? between his Domeſtics, he took Cognizance | 


of it himſelf, and compoſed all Differences with the 


Equity of a Judge, and the Charity of a Father. No 


body refuſed to ſtand to his Arbitration, becauſe they 
were ſure Partiality would have no Hand in the Jud , 
ment; but that unbiaſſed either by Averſion or Ki q. 
neſs, he examined the Cauſe without taking Notice of 


the Perſons. And indeed his Conduct ſpread ſuch a Þ 


Reputation abroad of his Equity and Wiſdom, that his 
Neighbours put their Concerns in kis Hands, and ra- 
ther, appeal'd to his Arbitration, than to the Law, that 
enriches. indeed the Lawyer, but beggars the Plain- 
tiff, who often gains the Suit, but loſes his Eſtate. 

This Piece of Charity raiſed an unexpected Enemy, 
who attacked Fuſebius with Might and Main. The Sto- 
ry deſerves a Relation. It will delight aad inſtruct, 
and ſo convey Profit through Pleaſure. 


P HEI. ARGYRUS's Charater. 


_ Philargyrus (for ſo I muſt chriſten the Gentleman) 
was born to a low Fortune, [ Raſcal in Yorkfeire was the 
Place of his Birth,] and the Denomination jumped with 
his Perſon. He only inherited the common Benefits 
of Mankind; the Earth to walk on, the Air to breathe, 
and all the Rivers of the World to drink : Being leanly 
provided by Nature, he reſolved to ſet up for himſelf ; 
and though he wanted Materials, he was not ill fur- 
niſh'd of Reſolution: He had no mind to wander upon 
the Common: Poverty ſeem'd to him unfaſhionable, 
Dependence hung eaſy, and he thought Courteſy an 
uncertain Revenue. He had received of Nature a lively 
Wit, and of Education a weak Conſcience; he im- 
proved that by Study, and wore out this by Practice; 
ſo that at laſt he turn'd it out of Service, or left it for 
a Pawn with a Broker: For Conſcience and Lawyers 
are not to be reconciled; they can ſcarce be brought 
to lodge under the ſame Roof, but never to lie in the 
ſame Bed. Money was his Paſſion ; and if he 3 — 
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ſecure the End, he never bogled at the Means. He 
charged through all the Niceties of Morality, and 
ſcorn'd to ſtop at hard Names invented by Schoolmen, 
and fear'd by Fools. Honour, ſaid he, and Conſcience 
are pretty Things enough; they jingle upon the Ear, 
but not in the Pocket ; they are orthodox in Specula- 
tion, but heretical in Life and Commerce. A Man 
that intends to thrive mutt not ſteer by foreign Opinion, 
nor ſtartle at a Set of formal Notions, that cramp Me- 
rit, pall the Spirits, and confine Activity to a ſmall 
Compaſs: Theſe Principles took off Reſtraint, made 
room for vigorous Efforts, removed the Difficulties of 
Buſineſs, > pointed out a ſhort Cut to Expedition 
and Succeſs: For a Man that has diſcharged Conſcience, 
laid open the Incloſures of Good and Evil, thrown off 
the Incumbrances of Right and Wrong, and melted 
down Juſt and Unjuſt into the ſame Maſs; that regards 
Generoſity as Farce and Ceremony, Piety as childiſh 
Softneſs, and Honeſty as a Check to Induſtry; that 
haggles away his Credit for Six-pence, and his Soul 
for a Shilling, has Line enough to ſport his Net in, 
and Elbow-room more than enough for Invention. 

We muſt not therefore wonder a Man thus equipp'd 
for Advancement meets with Succeſs; for Fortune and 
no Conſcience are generally on the ſame Side; and 
though ſometimes ſhe dotes on young Men, the often 
flings her Favours upon Reprobates. He was by Con- 
ſtitution one fourth of a Raſcal, z. e. Scrivener and So- 
[icitor ; and, to be Cheat all over, he commenced A 
torney. So that this one Man poſleſs'd all the ill Qua- 
lities of the Species, without the Allay of a good one; 
he was a Scrivener on the one Side, Salicitar on the 
other, and Monſter in every Limb. 

He had glean'd up all the little Artiſices of his Pro- 
feſſion, and augmented che Number by a freſh Supply 
of his own Invention; for he was ſentible Time and 
Uſe wear out Intrigues, as well as Cloaths; and that 
the Gentlemen of the Robe muſt recruit their Forces 
no leſs than thoſe of the Sword; that a Legerdemain 
once diſcovered, like a maimed Soldier, is unfit for 
Service. In a Word, his Inclinations were ungenerous, 
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his Practice unwarrantable ; he lay below the Paſſion of 
Love, and flew above that of Compaſſion ; he broke 
through all the Barriers of Blood, through all the Re- 
gards of Honour, and Principles of Humanity. And 
indeed, what Virtue can take hold of a Rake, when 
Intereſt comes in Competition ? 

There are Lawyers of Fortune as well as Soldiers; 
and as theſe will fight on any Side for Pay, thoſe will 
plead on any for a Fee, and often on both. Philar- 

yrus was of this Temper ; he examin'd his Client's 
Purſe, before he enter'd into the Merits of the Cauſe, 
and always pronounced the Suit juſt, if the Man was 
wealthy; but where there was no Money, there was ne- 
ver any T:#/z; Gold and Right went Hand in Hand, and 
Mrong perpetually waited upon Poverty. He played 
firſt his Tricks of Legerdemain in Town; he wheedled 
People into his Snares, and decoyed them into their 
Ruin. But Time laid open the Impoſture, and un- 
maſk d his Artifice; ſo that at length, like frighted 
Birds, the Citizens grew wild; they took wing at his 
very Shadow, and he could never come within Shot. 
And what Wonder that Reaſon ſhould teach Caution, 
as well as Inſtinct; and ill Uſage clap Men on their 
Guard, as well as Beaſts. | 

He changes therefore his Camp, and wheels off into 
the Country to forage the Peaſant, as he had gulled 
the Merchant; he is armed cap-a-pee with Codes and 
Pandects, Statutes and Reports, But in a Tun of Law, 
there was not one Grain of Juſtice; he left this in 
Town, together with his Ears to fave Expences, to 
inſinuate, that People ſhould not wonder if he was 
deaf to the Complaints of Widows, and Orphans, ſeeing 
had loſt the Faculty of Hearing. | : 

He found the good People in a neighbourly Corre- 
fpondence employed in Tillage ; they had no Leiſure 
to think of Feuds, nor Mind to ſtart Quarrels ; they 
carried on their own Buſineſs, without entering into 
the Concerns of others, and enjoyed their own, with- 
out the troubleſome Thoughts of Fear or Envy. No 
ſooner was he ſettled among them, but the Scene 


changed. Theſe Boors began to talk of Law and En- 
croachments ; 
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eroachments; of Forfeitures and Seizures ; fo that the Diſ- 
eaſe that raged in Hudibras's Days ſeized upon the 
Clowns of Midleſex and Surry. 


I en civil Dudgeon firft grew high 

And Men fell out, they knew not why : 
When hard Wirds, Tealoufies, and Fears, 
Set Folks together by the Ears. 


The Furies ſeemed to have left Hell to haunt the 
World, and forſaken the Damned to plague the Liv- 
ing. They tranſplanted the Gibberith of HFejtminſie»- 
hall into the Country. Tom and Die laid down the 
How goes the Market, to talk of Statutes, Precedents, Re- 
ports, Writs of Error, Reverſe of Judgment, &c. One 
would have thought the Jargon of the Bar had out- 
lawed the Tongue of the Country; and ſome, that the 
French King ſhipped for Eugland his Norman Language, 
to open a Paſtage for his Arms. There was Action up- 
on Action: The Son ſued the Father for Allowance : 
The Wife ſet upon the Huſband for a ſeparate Main- 
tenance: One mortgaged his Tenement to recover 
Damages; another pleaded away 1ool. per Annum, to 
chop at five; and in the End People bought Law, 
and Philargyrus ſwept away all their Money ; fo that 
he out-ran the very Lawyer in the Fable ; for this only 
ſupped the Oyſter, but our Attorney pocketed the very 
Shell into the Bargain : He ſlipped into their Livings, 
when he had privatcered upon their Purſe. For even 
thoſe who gained their Suit, loſt their Capital, to quit 
his Bill of Charges. | 

It is ſtrange a Chriſtian could intend ſuch Miſchief, 
and yet more, that one Pettifogger could act it. But 
the Truth is, the Lawyer was too hard for the Chri- 
ſtian ; the Profeſſion got the better of Religion. Be- 
ſides, though his Forehead was double gilt with Braſs, his 
Tongue was ſteeped in Oil; he was Matter of his Words, 
and what is more, of his Conſcience ; a Flatterer in Follo, 
and no Man better filled in the Art of moving the 
Paſſions ; he could tranſmute Phlegm into Choler ; and 
then, by a turn of the Tongue, harangue down the 
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Hurricane into a Calm; he had a hundred Precedents 
at a dead - lift, and could throw over a bad Cauſe, all 
the Varniſh of a good one: In a Word, he was an 
errand Lawyer, ( ef?) all Paint all Plaiſter ; Honeſt 
without, and Knave within. g 

Dour Cauſe is good, ſaid he toWilliam, give me my Fee, and 
Til defend it. Now the poor Fellow had no more Right 
than to the Empire of China. At the Trial a Verdict 
paſſes againſt him. Bere are we now, Mr. Attorney, 
cries William? My Fee, anſwers Philargyrus, I'll move 
the Court in arreft of Judgment. But Sentence is con- 
firmed, and Vill's Hopes fink with his Purſe. Ve are 
ft, ſays the poor Man. Not pet, anſwers Mr. Attorney, 
my Fee, and I'll bring a Writ of Error, But here again 
Judgment is confirmed, and Vill. is condemn'd to Coſts 
and Charges. What now, good Sir ! ſays Wilkam, with 
a doleful Accent. T7 here is no more ta be ſaid, replies Ma- 
ſter Attorney, with a Shrug, pay the Knave his Money, and 


1 am ſatisfied, 


So Lawyers, laſt the Bear Defendant, 

And Plaintiff Dog could make an end on't ; 
Do flawe and toil with Writs of Error, 
Rewerſe of Judgments, and Demurrer, 

To let them breathe a while, and then 


Hoop, and fo ſets them on again. 


The Defendant went away with one Part of Vils 
Livelihood, the Attorney with the other; ſo that the 
Law ſtript him to the Skin, and turn'd him on the Pa- 
riſh without Support, and what is worſe, without Pity. 
The poor Man complain'd he was beggar'd by the Law; 
but he miſplaced his Misfortune, and laid it at the 
wrong Door. For as a Maſs of peccant Humours 
makes indeed a Man ſick, and the Phyſician kills him; 
ſo Avarice and Contention embroil an Eſtate, but the 
Lawyers ruin it; and as no Man dies of a Fever, 
Plague, &c. but of the Doctor; ſo no Man is deprived 
of his Living by the Law, but the Lawyer. 

However, Experience has an excellent Knack at 
iaſtructing; it poliſhes the moſt unhew'd Underſtand- 
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ing, and inſtils Wiſdom into Fools: It often, indeed, 


raiſes upon its Chapmen at Diſcretion, and rates Pru- 
dence above the common Standard of the Market. 
Notwithitanding the Ware keeps tome Proportion with 
the Price, and its Goodneſs atones for the Dearneſs. 
The good People were now ſatisfied. Attorneys give 
not their Labours gratis; they compoſe Differences, 
as the Wolf parted the Dogs in the Fable, by devouring 
the Contenders; and they concluded, that Beggary 
from the Hands of an Attorney was worſe complexion'd 
than from thoſe of a Neighbour; and that their 
Tongues were as infectious as the Teeth of a Croco- 
dile, Suod dentibus laceradit nunguam ſanatur ; with this 
only Difference, that this Serpent bites to Death, and 
tnoſe ſooth, fawn, and flatter into Poverty and Indi- 
ency. 

2 They reſolved therefore to compoſe their Diffe- 
rences rather a amiable, than at the Bar, and ſtand 
to the Arbitration of Eusebius, than to lay the Con- 
cerns at the Mercy of Philargyrus; his Virtue gave 
in Security for his Uprightneſs, and his Abilities quali- 
fied him for the Poſt of an Umpire, ſo that they were 
ſure his Sentence would not claſh with his Judgment, 
nor probably with Juſtice. 

He knew a Beatitude in the Reward of a Peace- 
maker, and embraced the Trouble of this charitable 
Undertaking to purchaſe the Virtue. For why, ſays 
he, ſhall Charity be leſs courageous than Intereſt ? Or 
court Eaſe more than Avarice ? If Men put themſelves 


on the Wheel for Money in Hand, and Hell in Re- 


verfion ; if they rack their Brain, and torture Con- 

ſcience to fence againſt Poverty, or to rear up a petty 

Fortune upon the Ruins of Honour and Humanity, 

why mould Chrittians, upon an Apprehenſion of 'Trou- 

ble, decline a Duty that is noble and generous, pleaſ- 

ng to God, and glorious in the very Eſtimate of 
en? 

His Houſe was always open to the Neighbourhood, 
and he was always at Leiſure to hear their Grievances, 
and ready to redreſs them; his Abode was eaſy and 
inviting ; his Behaviour without Stiffneſs or Formality ; 


M 3 tor 


* 


246 The GENTLEMAN Inſiruded. 


for he thought to be great was not to be ſtarched and 
ſupercilious; as he acted without Intereſt, ſo he pro- 
nounced without Favour ; he regarded the Cauſe, with- 
out taking any Notice of the Perſon: Noiſe could not 
bias him, nor Numbers fright him, nor Intereſt draw 
him into any Injuſtice ; he durſt appear for injur- 
ed Right, notwithſtanding the Authority of the Op- 
Poſer ; he equally ſcorn'd to trample upon a Beggar, 
and to ſneak to a Prince; all were ſo prepoſleſſed with 
the Opinion of his Integrity, that even thoſe who loſt 
the Suit, rather blamed their Title, than his Judg- 
ment. " 
In the mean time Philargyrus was without Buſineſs ; 
his Trade flagg'd, Cuftom fell off, and his Rents came 
in but flowly ; thoſe Streams that fed his Pockets were 
dammed up, or run in another Channel; ſo that his 
good Fortune was at a ſtand : Lucre ebb'd, and Curſes 
Howed in upon him; he raged at his Diſappointment, 
and poured out'a Tun of Gall upon Ex/ebizs, the laſt 
Retreat of Anger and Malice. For few People are un- 
ſcilful at thoſe Weapons; and he that cannot ftab an 
Enemy with his Tongue, is fallen ſome Degrees below 
the State of Impatence. | | 

Reſolutions altered with his Paffion, like Waves in a 
"Tempeſt, one rolled upon the Back of another. Some- 
times he was for preferring an Action _m_ him, for 
practiſing the Law without Licence; then for repre- 
ſenting him to the Government as a diſaffected Perſon, 
a Jacobite in Faction, and a Fanatic in __ But 
Eyſebius laugh'd at bis Threats, and pitied his Malice. 
He pitched at laſt upon a perſonal Conference, as the 
moſt effectual and leſs expenſive way to come to Terms 
of Accommodation. And for this Reaſon he invited 
himſelf to Dinner. Euſebius was glad of the Occaſion ; 
he had no leſs a Detire to diſcourſe with Philargyrus, 
than Philargyrus with him. The Lawyer had a mind to 
draw up his Grievances againſt the Gentleman, and the 
Gentleman to catechize the Lawyer ; ſo that both Par- 
ties being eager to ſound the Charge, what Wonder 
they cloſed, and ſoon came to a hot Engagement? 
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DIALOGUE III. 


The Abuſes of ſeme Lawyers laid open; and Precepts 
given how to diſcharge their Duty like Chriſtians, 


FEVSEBIUS perceived at Table Philargyrus had a 
better Stomach to complain than to eat; to fall 
upon his Hoſt than his Dinner: For when Paſſion riſes, 
Hunger falls; and Appetite ſinks, when Gall over- 
flows. However, Eu/eb:us thought the Lawyer's Sour- 
neſs was no Precedent for Rudeneſs ; that one Man's 
Failures in Civilities could be no Juſtification of an- 
other's ; but after Dinner he took him into the Garden, 
that he might throw up the Oil that W his Sto- 
mach, and almoſt ſtopp'd Reſpiration. Philargyrus took 
ou of the Occaſion, and thus addreſſed himſelf to Lu- 
ſebius, | 

Plargyrus. J have often heard of your Piety and Wiſ- 
dom, but how can 4 reconcile your Conduct to either ? 
Be not diſpleaſed if I defer more to my own Knowledge, 
than to Fame; that cannot deceive, this is impoling : 
It's but Intelligence at ſecond-hand, liable to Error in 
its Riſe, and to Miſrepreſentation in the Conveyance, 
Pray, Sir, where is Prudence, when you embark in 
every Man's Affairs, and draw into your Ferum all the 
Feuds of the Hundred? You have adjourn'd the Courts 
of Weſimin/er-hall into your private Family; and pro- 
nounce more Sentences from an arm'd Chair, than my 
Lord Chief Juſtice from the Bench. A Man muſt have 
a low Eſteem of Eaſe to reſign it for Trouble, without 
Neceſſity, Profit, or even Invitation; and a mean Judg- 
ment to proſtitute it to the Caprice of a mercurial and 

reſtleſs Lemper. 
But beſides, Sir, I ſuppoſe you veil your Indiſere- 
tion under the Cover of Charity, and diſguiſe an un- 
uwiet Humour with the Maſk of a Virtue. But you 
ould conſider your Charity ſtands upon - ſlippery 
Ground, and may fink into Injuſtice before you are 
aware, For Right and Wrong are nicaſured by the 
Law; by this "Tenure we hold our Lands, and our 
Lives, and all Title muſt ſtand or fall by the Con- 
M 4 ſtitution 
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ſtitution of the Government. Now the Knowledge of 
the Law comes not unto us by Inſpiration, nor is ac- 
quired by the ſole Dictates of Nature. For the Rules 
of Juſtice are ſo unlike in one Meridian to thoſe in 
another, that one would think Mens Species varied with 


tie Climate, or the Elevation had a tranſmuting Qua- 


lity, and could throw Things out of one Nature into 
another; that the civil Magiftrate minted Virtue and 
Vice, which, like Coin, paſſed current only in his own 
Dominions. Yon muſt not therefore only read the 
1ſoazna Charta of Nature, but muſt q lod over Reports 
end Statutes, Glaſſes, and Comments, thumb Codes and 
Pardets, and wander through all the Labyrinths of 
(iam and Precedent. This is a tedious Journey, and 
I fanſy you have not been either at the Charges or 
Trouble of it. No, the Law is to you Terra incognita, 
an unknown Region. You underſtand the Language 


of the Bar, no more than that of the great Cham. 


Hou therefore will you come at the Senſe, and ſquare 
a Judgment by the Rules of Juſtice and Equity ? I fear, 

ood Sir, you kill ſome with Kindneſs, and pack others 
into Alms-houſes, or quarter them upon he Pariſh out 
of Charity, who notwithſtanding might have lived com- 
ſortably upon their own Fund, without being a Bur- 
den to themſelves, or-Incumbrance to their Neighbour. 
Whilſt you wrong others, by giving them right, when 
they have only a Title to Poverty, and the Revenues of 
the Baſket. I am willing to allow you to pronounce 
according to Conſcience ; but alas, Conſcience with- 
out Law, is at beſt but an innocent Miſtake ; and tho' 
it exempts from Puniſhment in the next World, it ex- 
poſes your Neighbour to Beggary in this. So that, 
tho' perchance it may be no Crime, it's a very real 
Injuſtice. Why don't you ſet up for a Doctor of the 
Faculty, as well as for a Gentleman of the Jun, of 
Curt, and poſt your Recepe's about the Country, as 
well as your Verdicts? It is leſs charitable to ſet a dying 
Man upon his Legs, than an expiring Title? To cure a 
broken Arm, than a disjointed Eſtate? You are ſenſible, 
I ſuppoſe, you are unqualified for the Employment ; 
that you may ſend Poiſon for a Remedy, and —_— in 
| * ace 
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Place of a Cordial. But pray, Sir, does not your Cha 
rity throw you into the ſame Danger? You are as great 
a Stranger to the Law, as to the Difpentatory' And as 
ſlenderly read in Cle upon Litleton, as in Galen or 
Hippocrates, How therefore can you mens be- 
tween Right and: Wrong? The Law 1s the ſole Stan- 
dard of both ; and even this is not ſo manifeſt as to 
flaſh Evidence and Conviction. The Senſe ſticks not 
on the Surface, nor perches upon the Top of the Let- 
ter; it muſt be often drawn out by Illation and Prece- 
dent; it's a Myſtery nothing but Study and Practice can 
unriddle; withdraw theretore from Buſineſs, and let 
Controverſies run in their ordinary Channel: And re- 
member Charity is prepoſterous when it perſuades a 
good Action, by doing an ill one. 

The Gentleman expreſſed himſelf with Heat and 
Emphaſis, with more Paſſion than Reaſon, and ſome- 
times tranſgreſſed the common Rules of Decency and 
Breeding ; but he pleaded his own Cauſe, and ſo we 
muſt fling in ſome Grains of Allowance ; for the moſt 
lazy Tongue, when kick'd by Intereſt, and ſpurr'd on 
by Paſſion, will run poſt, and tumble, in the Hurry, 
over Modeſty and Behaviour. Eu/ebius ſaw he ran too 
faſt to continue the Career; that when he had ſhot all 
his Ammunition, he might be attack'd at greater Ad- 
vantage; and that, probably, when Paſſion was talked 
down, Reaſon might get the Aſcendant. He therefore 
heard his Harangue without Commotion or Interpoſing, 
and when P-:/argyrus had ended his Invective, Euſe- 
bius began his Juſtification. 

Eusebius. I perceive that the Temple and Gray's-Inn 
have declared me a public Enemy to the Hoghen Moghen 
tearntd in the Law, a Traytor to the Prince, and a Be- 
trayer of the Liberty and Property of the Subject. In 
tine, guilty of all Crimes by Implications, though of 
none in Reality, You have drawn your Tongue in the 
Cauſe; you appear the firſt in the Field with your 
Quota, to prevent the Invaſion, and all the dire Conſe- 
van of my Attempt upon the Bar and the Bench. 

ut your Preparations for War are no leſs unſcaſonable 
than exgenfive ; for I am reſolved to entertain a friendly 
M 5 Core 
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Correſpondence with your Corporation, and neither 
provoke nor truſt you. You are dangerous both Ways; 
your Friendſhip is as fatal as your Anger; and he who 
confides in your Fidelity, receives more Wounds, than 
he who deſerves your Reſentment. However, Sir, 
you do well to keep the /onga roba Militia in Diſci- 
pline ; to ſkirmiſh in Jeſt, before you engage in 
Earneſt. oo 
You would certainly be to blame did you rate my 
Qualities by the Report of Fame, for ſhe ſpeaks at 
Random, and pronounces without Judgment or Since - 
rity : She claps Vices upon good Men, and Virtues 
upon Raſcals: She lampoons or praiſes at a venture, 
and adapts Satire or Panegyric to the Exigence of In- 
tereſt, and the Bias of Faction, as you ſtand off in 
Caution and Reſerve for fear of a Surprize. I'll follow 
the ſame Method, for did I take the Size of your Mo- 
rals and Religion by the public Cry, I ſhould conclude 
you had a ſlender Proviſion of Conſcience, and none 
of Honour or Honeſty. | 
1. You queſtion my Prudence for intruding myſelf 
into Buſineſs without Neceſſity or Invitation, and 1 
your Religion for the Cenſure. If Wiſdom perſuade 
me to Chriſtianity, why do I forfeit it by diſcharging 
the Duties of my Profeſſion? Now, you know, Chriſt 
commands me, not only to extend my Love to Friends, 
which is at moſt a Pagan or Jewiſh Virtue, but to my 
Enemies; I muſt return Good for Evil, and Favours 
for Aﬀronts. I muſt clothe the Naked, and drop my 
 Alms into the Hands of the Indigent. I mult recon- 
cile Enemies, and bring Neighbours to a good Un- 
derſtanding; and Chriſt pays the Labour with a Bea- 
titude, Blaſid are the Peacemakers, Certainly, this 
Earneſt of Heaven balances the Labour ; and who en- 
gages in Buſineſs upon ſuch a Promiſe, gives not his 
ains gratis. Intereſt therefore and Duty invite me to 
Buſineſs, wiz. the Precepts of Religion, and the Hope 
of Heaven, grounded upon. the Promiſes of our Re- 
deemer ; and theſe are my Commiſſions too; . ſo that 
my Conduct is neither illegal nor fooliſh : ' For I ſup- 
poſe, a Man who has Chriſt's Command, is 1 
| Wi 
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with an unexceptionable Authority ; and that the 
broad Seal of Heaven, is as authentic as that of the 
Realm. | 

2. You are not fatisfied of my Capacity, becauſe I 
am a Stranger to the Laws. Perchance, Sir, I am 
more familiarly acquainted with them, than you ſuſpect. 
I was always of Opinion, a Smack of the Law was no 
leſs neceſſary to manage an Eſtate, than to acquire one; 
and that a Man to avoid Circumvention, muſt dive 
into all the little Artifices of the Bar, and the Myſtery 
of Pleading ; for whoever looks down a Precipice, is 
within an Ace of a Fall; and when the Snare lies out 
of Sight, it's beyond the Power of Forecaſt to avoid it; 
for this Reaſon I have turned over the Law, and me- 
thinks it has ſomething of the Prophet Ezetze/'s River, 
in which a Lamb might walk, and an Elephat fink ; 
a Man who means well, may eaſily fall upon the Senle ; 
and who intends to play the Knave, may find a Covet 
for his Forgeries. #17 34 | | 

Bat after all, an ordinary Pittance of Law, with a 
good Conſcience, rids more Suits than the Science of 
Coke with a bad one. Indeed, a Man beaten to the 
Trade, may wrangle and harangue better than one that 
is unexperienced in the Science of Chicane ; he may 
talk more plauſibly, and embroider his Diſcourſe with 
Statutes and Precedents. 

But generally this is only flouriſh Terms, and Ve. 
minſ/ity Cant; it raiſes a Duſt, flings a Glitter on a bad 
Cauſe, and a Gloom over a good one: It racks the 
Law and Reaſon too : It raiſes Doubts, wiredraws Suits 
in infinitum, and makes Demonſtration itſelf as two- 
handled as the Pagan Oracles. Whereas, would Men 
as ſtudiouſly employ their Time to diſcover Truth, as 
to over-look it ; to end Debates as to perpetuate them ; 
Sentences would be more quick, and perchance more 
juſt ; at leaſt the Subject would ſeldom plead away his 
whole Eſtate, to maintain a Part, nor find Juſtice more 
expenſive than Extortion, and more- barbarous than 
Violence: Nor, in fine, loſe the Subſtance to chop at a 
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I claim not the Prerogative of Infalibility, like my 
Neighbours, I am liable to Miſtakes, and ſubje& to 
Error ; the Features of Wrong have often ſuch a Re- 
ſemblance with thoſe of Right, that there is no diſtin- 
guiſhing the one from the other; and therefore | never 
pretend my Judgment (like the Laws of the Medes and 
Perfans ) is irrevocable ; thoſe who are diſſatisfied may 
appeal to higher Powers, and ſhelter themſelves and 
their Concerns under the Protection of the Law. But, 
Sir, they have found by Experience, the Expedient is 
dangerous and chargeable; that thoſe who raiſe Suits, 
are not proper to end them; and that few engage in 
the Law, without Wounds in the Skirmiſh, and thoſe 
mortal too; nay, and by a ſtrange Sympathy, they are 


entailed on the Family; and deſcend, like chronical 
Diſtempers, to their Poſterity. | 


Philargyrus. S0; here is a Satire upon tlie Profeſ- 
ſion, and all that practiſe it are Cheats and Impoſtors, 
at leaſt by Conſtruction; the Words will bear an 
Action; and did J not reſpect your Perſon, I might 
bring you upon your Knees, and penance your Indi- 
ſcretion. | 

Exſebias. You miſunderſtand me, and throw a guilty 
Comment upon an innocent Text. No Man has a 
greater Value for the Profeſſion than myſelf ; it's the 
yery Baſis of Government, the. Support of Society and 
Commerce; it's a Science that ſtops not at airy No- 
tions, nor ſleeps in Speculation and Revery ; it ſets 
Hand to work, puts Bounds to Right and Wrong, 924 
teas the Clown from Slavery, and the Nobility from 
the 'violent Encroachments of tne Multitude. It's as 
neceſſary for the Conſervation of Order, as Air for 
that of Life. Without it, the greateſt Empires muſt 
fall into a Heap of Confuſion, and the World become 
a Ketreat to Thieves and Aſſaſſins. Power will de- 
termine Right, and Force juſtify Extortion and Vio- 
lence; a long Sword will be Title, and Force will put 
in Poſſeſſion. | £3 

As the Profeſlion is commendable, ſo thouſands of 
its Profeſſors have been not only above Praiſe, but even 


above Calumny : Flattery could not fawn them into 
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an ill Action, nor Menaces fright them from a good 
one; they were juſt in ſpite of — and upright in 
ſpite of Temptation; they bore up againſt the Pro- 
vocations of Greatneſs and Favour; they durſt de- 
fend Juſtice under the Diſguiſe of a Beggar, and pro- 
ſecute Injuſtice, though protected by Title and Au- 
thority. 

Who has not heard of the great Boetius? His Pro- 
bity out-ſhined his noble Extraction; his Juſtice gave 
a Luſtre to the Scarlet, and his Prudence dignified the 
very Dignity he poſſeſs'd ; he had the Privilege to re- 
vive all Learning, and at his Death to bury the whole 
Roman Grandeur in his own Tomb; more glorious in 
his Diſgrace, than in the very Meridian of his For- 
tune, and more happy in his Miſery, than at the To 
of his Proſperity. This brave Man was above Dit. 
couragement and ill Uſage, and not ſo much as check'd 
into Indifferency by Injury, or careſſed; he declar'd 
for 'Truth againſt Majeſty, and declaimed againſt Op- 
preſſion in the Face of Tyranny. FETs 

Who can ſufficiently praiſe the incomparable Sir 
Themas More, the Glory of our Nation, and the Phœ- 
nix of his Age: He was the moſt able Lawyer of his 
Time, and, what is more, the beſt Man: His Virtue 
out-ſtretch'd his Knowledge, and his Conſtancy was too 
hard for Cruelty ; he mounted from the Bar to the 
Bench, and carried on Virtue through all the Oppoſi- 
tion of Avarice ; the Charms of his Honeſty were ir- 
reſiſtible; they both conquered Prejudice, and capti- 
vated Envy itſelf ; and tho” he loſt his Life on a ſcaf- 
fold, he went off with Fidelity. For what could King 
Harry condemn but Virtue? Or who could he pro- 
nounce Guilty, but the Innocent? A Diſgrace from 
him was more honourable, than a Patent of Peerage, 
and to be ſtrip'd of a Dukedom, than to receive one. 

Tho”. the Intereſt of Virtue is almoſt ſunk in our 
degenerate Age; tho' Conſcience and Regularity have 
{mall footing among us; yet I could fingle out ſome 
Gentlemen of the Law, whoſe Honeſty vies with the 
moſt upright Examples of Antiquity, as well as their 
Science ; and it the Ancients have any Advantage, 
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it's only that they are Originals, and our Moderns Co- 
pyiſts: Theſe are Men that neither bend to Favour, 
now bow to Intereſt ; that proſecute Injuſtice in Power, 


and abet Juſtice under all the Diſadvantages of Poverty 


and Confinement : They mind not the Plaintiff, but 
the Cauſe ; and rather ſtand for Right without Fee, 
than fide with Wrong for the double. 

Yet, I confeſs, the irregular Conduct of ſome, has 


| thrown a Scandal on the very Profeſſion ; and the Pro- 


bity of many ſuffers in the Opinion of the World, for 
the mean Artifices of a few ; but what Wonder if ſome 
Children of wicked Caiz, mingle their Blood, and their 
Practice, with the Race of Seth? A Lawyer and a 
Cheat are now Terms almoſt ſynonymous; and Men 
that thrive by the Law, are ſuppoſed to live without 
any. But it's unjuſt to ſtigmatize a whole Body, for 
the Failures of ſome Members; the Puniſhment and 
the Fault ſhould go together, and he alone ſhould bear 
the Reproach of a bad Action, that had the Face and 
Pleaſure of committing it. Theſe are Men of low 
Fortunes, and profligate Manners, unable to riſe by 
Merit ; they turn off to Over-reaching, and ſupply the 
want of Worth by Tricks and Artifices. Such, we ſay, 
riſe by their Wits ; but it's a Miftake, they live by the 
Proſtitution of Conſcience, and Sale of Probity ; here, 
Sir, you have my Senſe of the Matter; and if you 
pleaſe to action me, take your Courſe. 

Philargyrus. I perceive you will not have Men exert 
their Parts, nor employ their Talents for Lucre and 
Gain. No, they muft ruſt in a Corner, or be lock'd 
up in a Cloſet; they muſt be laid out in the public 
Service, or ſpent in Charities ; and if a Lawyer practiſes 
not to a Letter the Doctrine of Self-abnegation, if he 
caſts an Eye on his own Intereſt as well as on his 
Neighbour's ; or has the —_— to lay in a Proviſion 
for and Accident, he muſt be dubb'd a Cheat, and 

up for a Fourb and Impoſtor. I confeſs I am 
not ſo diſengaged from all temporal Concerns, as to 
quite over-look them. I. will oblige my Neighbour, 
but then I will not diſoblige my Reaſon I will furniſh 


out Life to the beſt Advantage. A Man may. live oy 
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the ſweat of his Brains, as well as by the Work of his 
Hands, and balance the Expence of his Studies, with 
the Fruits of his Practice. In fine, Sir, I will mind 
my Client's Intereſt, but intend not to forget my own ; 
he ſhall have Law, but muſt return Money for the 
Barter. 

Euſebius. Nay, I conceive, a Lawyer that drudges 
Gratis, will be overlaid with Cuſtom, though ſcant of 
Money ; and if he ſets out with a low Fortune, he will 
not fall upon a higher in his Journey ; for, as the World 

oes, Generoſity and Good-nature are no thriving Em- 
elliſhments ; and when one leaves the Payment of an 
Obligation to the Diſcretion of the Receiver, the Ac- 
knowledgment ſeldom riſes in Proportion of the Fa- 
vour. But you miſ-conceive my Meaning: I am not 
for throwing all the Labour upon the Lawyer, and all 
the Profit upon the Client. No, let him keep within 
the Bounds of Honeſty, and I have no Exceptions 
againſt him; a Setter of Meum and Tuum deſerves a 
Salary, as well as a Setter of Bones : But, as I would 
not have a Surgeon make Wounds for the Gain of 
curing 'em; nor a Doctor poiſon a Patient to force 
upon him an Amulet; ſo a Gentleman of the Bar 
ſhould not ſet People together by the Ears, to be paid 
for the parting them. | 

Philargyrus. That is, when two commence a Suit, we 
muſt compoſe the Difference à amiable, and rather run 
to Arbitration than the Law. Indeed our Trade would 
go on at à ſtrange Rate were Umpires in Faſhion ; 
Cargo would not pay the Voyage. | 

Euſebius. Suppoſe ſuch a Project were put in Execu- 
tion, where is the Harm? Tho' you might need leſs 
Law, you would practiſe more Goſpel ; and if the 
Lawyer loſt, the Chriſtian would gain by the Expe- 
dient. Your Vails might be ſlender, however they 
would be juſt ; and I think a Crown with Innocence, is 
more valuable than a Pound with a Crime ; but beſides, 
you would till find Fools enough to impoſe upon, for 
the World is ſtock'd with Neck or Nothing; with Men 
that will make over by Retain an Eſtate of a gg 
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Pound per Annum, to a Lawyer, in Expectation of be- 
ing pleaded into another of two Hundred. 
 Philargyrus. You will have us keep within the Bounds 
of Juſtice, you caution us againſt Injuſtice, explain the 
Jargon ; for I fear our Notions diſagree, and that my 
Idea is more indulgent, and of greater Latitude than 
yours. I believe, according to your Scheme, a Man 
muſt make the leaſt of his Parts to be honeſt, and play 
the good-natur'd Fool to be a Saint in your Calendar : 
But to be free with you, I intend to ſell my Pains by 
Inch of Candle. I'll not venture one ſingle Pulſe but 
upon good Security, and high Intereſt; and if I can 
et Ten in the Hundred, why ſhall I refuſe the Offer ? 
njuſtice 15 a Chimera when both Sides agree. Able 
Lawyers are now as ſcarce as Corn was the laſt Year : 
Why then ſhall they not tax their Labour at Diſcretion, 
and raiſe the Market as well as Farmers ? . 
. Euſebius. I fear indeed our Notions of Juſtice are as 
wide as our Practice; Lawyers are no ſtraight-lac'd 
Caſuiſts in their own Concerns ; they ſteer by the old 
Philoſophical Principle, Nothing is urjuſi that is profi- 
table. But tho' theſe Maxims have Practice for their 
Warrant, they have neither Reaſon nor the Goſpel ; 
and without this Support, the moſt eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom is 
only Vice triumphant. Now, if you pleaſe, I will 
deliver my Judgment upon the Matter. 


I. 
It's certain Law-ſuits are warrantable merely by Ac- 
cident: Two cannot have Right to the ſame Thing; 
but becauſe the Title is uncertain, the contending Par- 


ties may appeal to the Law, and mult acquieſce to the 
Judgment of the Court. 


IT. 
_ Hence it's clear, when Right ſtands evidently for one 
fide, a Lawyer cannot plead for the other ; if he does, 
he ſtands no leſs guilty of Injuſtice, than if he help a 
Pad to take a Purſe upon the Highway. Indeed his 
Crime appears more genteel in the Eyes of Men, but 
In the Sight of God it's ten Times more monſtrous ; 
for he abuſes a Virtue to practiſe a Vice; and endea- 
vours 
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'vours to ruin Innocence by the Law, that was enacted 
to protect it; he turns the Sanctuary imo a Butchery, 
and ſtabs Juſtice at the Foot of her own Altar. 


III. 

When ſolid Reaſons ſupport both Sides, Right lies 
in the Dark, and therefore you may plead for either, 
but not for both; for which Party ſoever has Right, 
you are ſure to be in the Wrong: Two can have no 
Title, i /olidum, to the ſame thing. Indeed, to take 
with both Hands is a preſent Remedy againſt an empty 
Pocket, but a Poiſon to the Conſcience : For double 
Fees oppreſs the Stomach ; nor is there any Cure but a 
Vomit, that is, Reſtitution. Such Men are Nuſances 
to Society ; and for my Part I am of the Satyr's Opi- 
nion in the Fable, that it's dangerous to truſt one that 
blows hot and cold; nor would I have any more to do 
with him, than with an /a/ian Bravo, who will diſ- 
patch my Enemy for a Crown, and myſelf for a couple. 
Thoſe old Maelites that halted between Bell and the 
and the true God, were neither ſtaunch Fews, nor 
thorough-pac'd Gentiles, but a Compound of two Spe- 
cies united in one Monſter. What are our Jack-of- 
both fide Gentlemen, but an Offspring of the ſame 
Race? They plead for Juſtice on the one fide of the 
Mouth, and againſt it on the other; protect it, and 
proſecute it in the ſame Moment, and ſo cheat both 
Clients and themſelves into the Bargain : Whoſoever 
buys either Wealth or Honour at the Price of a Crime, 
over purchaſes. Tell me not, There muſt be no inter- 
fering between Buſineſs and Religion, that if the Pulfit 
will not agree with the Bar, ue muſt thrive in the 
World, and make the moſl of Labour. 1 am apt to be- 
lieve thoſe unchriſtian Principles have made the very 
Laws a greater Grievance, than thoſe that break them; 
that they have heaved ſome into fair Livings, and 
others out of them; and that they permit not Con- 
ſcience to grow too hard for Intereſt: But however, Sir, 
if the Bar be at Varience with the Bible, whatever you 
gain in Hand, will bear no Proportion with what you 
mult expect in Reverſion. For I cannot think W 
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makes the moſt of his Parts, who writes and pleads 
himſelf into ten thouſand Pounds per Annnm, for ſome 
Years, and into inconceivable Torments for an Eter- 
nity. But you muſt thrive in the World ! In God's 
Name, provided the Means be handſome, neither unjuſt 
before God, nor ſcandalous in the Sight of Men; but 
let me tell you, he who reſolves to riſe is already with- 
in an Ace of being a Cheat ; it's ten to one he never 
formalizes upon the Means ; when Covetouſneſs has 
got the Reins, there is no holding it in with Notions. 


IV. 

You muſt not draw out Law-ſuits in Sæcula Sæcu- 
Forum, nor ſtretch them in Lengths, till a poor Client 
loſes both Patience and Money; this is to join Murder 
to Robbery; to take a Man's Purſe with one Hand, 
and his Life with the other; it's a Medley of Cruelty 
and Injuſtice; firſt put me upon the Rack, between 
Hope and Fear, and then force me to pay the Rxecu- 
tioner for my Torment. A Suit now runs for Liſe, 
and oftentimes deſcends down to the fourth Genera- 
tion. So that the Law is a L yrinth; when once 

u are engaged, there is no R. eat; if you are ſtrait - 

nded, the Lawyer becomes reſty, he will not fr, 
and, like an zgzis fatuus, he leaves you in the Mire; 


if you ſee him high, and rain down upon him plentiful 


Showers of Guineas, he ſpins out the Cauſe to drain 
your Pocket; ſo that he either does too much, or 
too little, and perpetuates Diſputes no leſs by being 
too well fee'd, than ill: Every one complains of the 
Grievance ; however, it goes on, and is like to continue 


till our Benchers have either guietus eff, and More's. 


Utopian Gentlemen are call'd to the Bar, and the 
Bench, in their Leather-Breeches. | 


V. 

There muſt be no croſs-biting Evidences, nor fright- 
ing; no laughing, no queſtioning them out of Truth 
and their Senſes ; to batfle a true Evidence is no leſs 
unjuſt, than to countenance Perjury. This is reported 


to have been ſaid at the Bar, but by no means on the 
| Bench, 
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Bench. Well, good Man Leather-Breeches (ſaid once a 
grave Judge from the Bench) wwhat have you for 
Sevearing, He ſuppoſed a Peal of Laughter might 
diſmount the Clown, ruffle his Memory, and make 
him trip in his Diſpoſition ; but he miſtook his 
Man, and met with his Match ; the Fellow was too 
ſturdy to be ſcared by Furs or Scarlet; or to flinch for 
a Sarcaſm. My Lord, had you no more for Lying, replied 
he, than I for Sewwearing, you might have wore Leather- 
Breeches till. Now a Man, who upon ſo ſolemn an 
Occaſion dares affront a legal Witneſs, will certainly 
at a dead-lift ſuborn a falſe one ; and though his De- 
ſign miſcarried, his Malice was at full Swarth. I 
know we are pleaſed to call this unhandſome dealing 
with, but Names make no Alteration in Things. The 
Scripture terms it cheating, and we muſt rather appeal 
to its Verdict, than to Cuſtom, or Calapine. Quewedo 
tells us, that at the Sound of the Trumpet to Judg- 
ment, an Attorney would have demurr'd, upon pretence 
he had got a Soul was none of bis own, and that bis Body 
end Soul were not Fellows. I believe ſome Lawyers will 
have more Conſcience in the next World, than they 
have in this; and, at the Day of Account wiſh, that 
they had made over their Souls to their Legatees, as 
well as their Eſtates ; but they'll not dare to pretend 
their Souls and Bodies are not Fellows ; for, alas, they 
have gone halves in the Crime, as well as the Plea- 
ſures and Profit, and, by conſequence, muſt ſhare m 
the Puniſhment. 

A Man that will thrive, eaſily ſlides into an Injuſtice ; 
but then it's almoſt as hard to recover, as to return 
from Hell : For Injuſtice ſeems to be one of thoſe 
Crimes that are neither forgiven in this World, nor in 
the next. Indeed a Man may repent, but the Condi- 
tions are ſo hard, ſo mortifying, that not one of a 
thouſand will fign them. For, in fine, an Injultice 1s 
not pardon'd without a full Reſtitution, aud Reparation 
of Damages ; and theſe run often as high as the 
Lawyer's Gains ; notwithſtanding, tho' you have raked 


together ten thouſand Pounds per Aunum, by an 
| unjuit 
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unjuſt Suits, and ſtretching out juſt ones; by baffling 
true Evidences, or bribing Knights of the Poſt, you 
muſt diſgorge and fall into your own firſt Poverty, as 
naked of Support as when you firſt ſet out. Now, 1s 
it not againſt the Grain to expoſe your Reputation to 
Cenſure and Obloquy, to ſhrink in your Figure and to 
fink into nothing? However, theſe bitter Pills muſt 
down, unleſs you can reſolve to welter in Fire and 
Brimſtone eternally. It's hard, I confeſs, to fling up a 
fair Eſtate ; yet better, than to fling up all Title to 
Heaven, and to entail upon you God's Curſe in this 
World, and his Vengeance in the other. 

No Man in his Wits would purchaſe an Eſtate for 
Eis Child at the Expence of his Life; why then will 
he at the Price of his Soul ? Is this ſo contemptible, 
and that of ſo ſuperlative a Value ? One muſt have a 
faint Idea of future Puniſhments and Rewards, thus to 


miſplace his Judgment and Eſteem; he muſt ſuppoſe 


his Soul vaniſhes into nothing, when his Body falls 
into Duſt ; that the River of Phlegethon is as real and 
as the Lake of Brimſtone, and that the 
Pains of the Devils and Damned, as romantic as thoſe 
of Jytius and Sy/iphus : In fine, at moſt, that Heaven is 
no more pleafing than Spring- Garden, nor Hell no more 


tormenting than Newgate or the Compter. 


Now the beſt Method to avoid this Difliculty is to 
avoid the Sin ; it's ten times more eaſy to abſtain from 
Rapine, than to repent of it. It's not hard to keep 
within the Bounds of Juſtice, if Avarice get not the 
Aſcendant ; but if this Vice runs away with our Heart, 
we ſtop at nothing. Strong Deſires are ſtrong Temp- 


_ tations to uſe ill Means; in the hurry of Paſſion, 


Conſcience is ſeldom heard ; he that 1s bent upon a 
thing will have it right or wrong. 

Nor will his Reſervedneſs baulk your Fortune : A 
Lawyer that has the Reputation of an honeſt Man, 
will always find Employment. For who will not ra- 


ther put his Concerns in the Hands of one who makes 
a Conſcience of over-reaching a Client, than lay him- 
ſelf at the Mercy of a Knave? Honeſty is eſteem d 
by all, tho' few got to the Price of the Purchaſe, and 
even 
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even thoſe who practiſe it the leaſt, are moſt eager 
Pretenders to it. Indeed your Fortune will not riſe ſo 
faſt, but then the Edifice will be more firm and laſt- 
ing : Thoſe Buildings that riſe on a ſudden, fall in a 
Moment ; like precipitated Births, they are never long 
lived, and generally bury the Builder under the Ruins. 
Gain never reliſhes better than when it's juſt, and Ad- 
vantage is almoſt doubled by being lawful. Pray, Sir, 
be not diſpleaſed at my Freedom; ſuch plain Dealing 
is neceſſary to recover Juſtice, and diſarm its Enemy. 
I expoſe the Practice to reform the Man. I may per- 
chance draw upon me the Anger of ſome guilty Ben- 
chers, and expoſe my Perſon to Calumny and Diſ- 
countenance : 5 I ſhall only pity their Blindneſs, and 
deſpiſe their Malice ; for fear not to croſs upon a Vice 
tho* never ſo prevailing, nor to oppoſe a Grievance 
tho' back'd by Number, and ſupported by Preſcription. 
I will pleaſe no Man to his Diſadvantage, nor fix him 
in an Error by a Complement, nor careſs him out of 
his Duty and Happineſs. 

Philargyrus ſtood upon Thorns, and heard the Diſ- 
courſe with a thouſand Grimaces ; he was Proof to 
homely and good Counſel, by a kind of Artiperiſaſis, 
hardened in Ill ; you might as well have preach'd an 
Ethiopian into a White, as this Attorney into an honeſt 
Chriſtian. III Habits hung not looſe upon him, but 
twiſted themſelves with his Nature ; they ſunk into his 
very Soul, and debauch'd him in Practice and Prin- 
ciple too. 

Look ye, Sir, ſaid he to Euſebius, you have regaled 
me with Cant, with Flouriſhes, and a Glut of Cafuiſtry ; 
but I will not be beaten out of my Road by hard Words, 
Univerſity-Jargon, and ſtrain'd Speculations. I live by 
the Law, not by Caſuiſtry ; and that ſtands upon Pre- 
cedent, not Reaſon : How many brave Gentlemen have 
beat great Eſtates out of the Law, by the Force of Me- 
rit and Induſtry, and plead Coronets on their Coaches, 
and themſelves into the Houſe of Peers ! They work'd 
on the ſame Materials I do; ſteered by the ſame Com- 
paſs, and were governed by the ſame Principle : Yet, 


where are theſe Reſtitutions ! Believe me, Sir, your 


Doctrine 


r * 


9 
— 8 — 


* A _— ——— No 2 


— — 
— — _ 


— a a — 


„ 


— 
PO 


262 The GENTLEMAN Inflrufted. 


Doctrine is not calculated for our Elevation or Age. 
Preſcription runs againſt ſuch out. dated Practices, and 
that is Law: A Man that will part with an Eſtate, 
deferves none; and he that returns a Loraſbip out 
of Tendernefs of Conſcience, reſigns his Wits in the 
Bargain. Pray let us not interfere ; keep your Eftate, 
and ſuffer me to glean up a handſome Livelihood. 
Conſcience will not interpoſe between me and Profit; 
Wealth brings Eaſe, and Poverty hangs a Man upon 
the Tenters. | 

When Philargyrus was gone, Enſebizs returned to 
himſelf; the parting Complement of the Lawyer had 
almoft ſcared him into a Trance: He was at a ſtand 
to determine whether he was above Ground or under, 
in Hell among the Damn'd, or in England among the 
Living. Such Stroaks of Libertiniſm ſat on every 
Tittle of his Difcourſe ; ſuch Sallies of Atheiſm, that 
one would have thought the Man had trick'd himſelf 
not only out of Religion, but out of human Nature ; 
there was no Start of Paſſion, no ſudden Surprize to 
diſcompoſe him, he ſpoke under cool Blood, under 
Thought and Reflection; all theſe Circumſtances en- 
flame the Guilt, and ſwell the Reckoning: This 
Farewel damp'd Euſebius, and brought into fis Mind 
thoſe 8 Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
Many are called, but few are choſen. To what Height 
of Madneſs, ſaid Euſebius, does Avarice puſh Men, 
when once: it has got the Maftery of Conſcience ? 
To pawn one's Soul for a Fee, and Heaven for a double 
one: Is it not Frenzy to Exceſs; and Lunacy beyond 
Expreſſion ? All the Mad houſes in the Nation are 
unable to furniſh ſuch Inſtances of Folly ; ſuch Strains 
of Diſtraction and Stupidity. Did Men believe no 
future State, I conceive they might make the moſt of 
this; they might forage upon their Neighbour's Land, 


and cruize upon their Purſes, and ſtore their Maga- 
zines with Plunder and Rapine. But to believe the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, and to act by that of Hobbs; to 


own a Hell, and ſweat to feet it, is extraordinary and 


ſurprifing. Let my Soul be rather with the old Philoſo- © 
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pbert, than with thoſe of our modern Lawyers; per- 
chance they might have had lefs Faith, but I am ſure 
they had more Honeſty ; and if their Religion was 
worſe, their Practice was better. 


— 


— 


DIALOGUE TV. 
Hot Euſebius behaved himſelf towards his Neighbours, 


HO" Eiſebius lived in Retreat, he had not for- 

iworn Company, nor diſbanded from Society. 
Piety is neither ſullen nor ſolitary ; it cares not indeed 
to be crowded with Viſitors, nor always to be tied up 
to Ceremonies, to be peſtered with Flies, nor tor- 
mented with Flatterers ; yet it's never behind-hand in 
paying thoſe Duties Civility requires, and Decency 
calls for: He liv'd in a neighbourly Correſpondence 
with all the Gentry, and received and returned both 
Viſits and Invitations : His Temper was too ſerious to 
be affected by the younger Fry, that place Mirth in 
Noiſe, and Diverſion in Extravagances ; that meaſure 
a Welcome, not by the Bottle, but the Gallon ; and 
ſuppoſe they are not treated like Men, unleſs they are 
drunk down to the Beaſt ; but if thoſe Sparks had ſmall 
Inclination to his Company, he had leſs to theirs, and 
rather kept his Time and Liberty to himſelf, than fling 
them away upon ſuch inſignificant Trifles ; he neither 
could mend their Morals, nor endure their Follies ; 
However, he diſtinguiſhed their Quality from their Vices ; 
and tho' upon Occaſion he laſh'd theſe, he always 
treated their Perſons with Regard. Nay, he ſo timed 
his Reprehenſions, that they rather ſeemed to fall in 
by Hazard, than Deſign ; and tho' he ſpoke in Jef, 
he inſtructed in Earneſt. In fine, he rather glanc'd at 
their Faults by ſhort Innuendo's, than attack'd them in 
Form, and endeavour'd to raiſe a Bluſh, not their 
Anger ; for he knew that Choler cramps Reaſon, and 
when this flies off the Hinges, a Man 1s no more ft to 
receive good Counſel tian a Tempel. 


For 
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For this Reaſon he uſed to ſay, Prodigals muſt rather 
be reclaimed by Surprize than Force, by Kindneſs 
than Reproach : They will follow, but not drive; 
they endure a Remedy if applied with a gentle Hand, 
but then they wince if you gall them ; like that of 
Children, their Phyſic muſt be palatable ; the Pills 
will not down unleſs they are gilt; he therefore dil- 
approved thoſe hot-headed Zealots, who give Vice no 
tolerable Quarter; they treat it with the ſame Freedom 
in Scarlet, as in Linſey-woolſey, and catechiſe a Lord 
with no more Ceremony than a Peaſant : But they take 
falſe Meaſures ; great Men muſt be complimented into 
their Duty, as well as out of it. Civility works more 
kindly upon 'em than Rudeneſs. | 

Though the young Sparks kept aloof from Euſebius, 
the more ſober coveted his Acquaintance ; he was 
grave, yet he had nothing ſtarch'd, nothing ſtiff ; his 
Converſation was eaſy, and he always modelled his 
Diſcourſe to the Time and Company ; he hated thoſe 
old Fops who preſs for Submiſſion upon the Younger, 
with a ftately Mean and reſerved Air ; and ſuppoſed 
Age and Grey-hairs give them a juſt Title to Reſpect, 
'This is, ſaid he, to tax Converſation, and to put the 
Company under Contribution for Defence and Regard ; 
it renders the Pretender cheap, and Society a Nu- 
ſance. In fine, he never declined any juſt Condeſ- 
cenſion, and would rather ſtretch Complaiſance a Point, 
than ſcrew up his Gravity to Reſervedneſs or Impor- 
tunity. 

H. was a declared Enemy to Prodigality and Near. 
neſs, he proportion'd his Expences, as J have ſaid, to 
his Income; he never ſpared Money when Occafions 
required it; nor flung it away mal d propos, to pleaſe a 
Frolic ; he thought both Extreams equally vicious, 
that a ſordid Parſimony was ungenteel, and Profuſeneſs 
fooliſh. When he treated his Friends, he affected 
Neatneſs rather than Grandeur, and rather ſought to 

atify the Taſte with Delicacies, than the Eye with 

ariety ; for Feaſts are to entertain the Palate, not 
Curiolity, In drinking he followed 4haſ/uerus's Orders, 
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& procipuum ponebatur, nec erat qui nolentes cogeret ad bi- 
bendum: ſed ficut Rex flatuerat preponens menfis ſingulos de 
Principibus ſuis, ut ſumeret wneſqui/que quod wellet ; he 
thought it no leſs uncivil to preſs his Gueſts to drink, 
than to ſtint them, and could not endure an Engii/þ 
Principle, that Cuſtom has naturalized, and Intempe- 
rance has made free Denizon ct. the Country. A 
Man thinks himſelf welcome by halves, that is not 
quite drown'd in a Barrel, and ill uſed till his Body 
he turned into a Hogſhead, and his Head into a Wind- 
mall. | 


This Conduct, ſo contrary to the eſtabliſh'd Laws of 
Engliþ Hoſpitality, diſpleaſed ſome ; and a Gentleman 
took once the Freedom to inform him, that he lay 
under a diſadvantageous CharaQter for his Frugality. 
Sir, ſaid he, I doubt not of your Generoſity, but Peo- 
ple unacquainted with your Temper impeach you with 
Avarice ; a ſingle Bottle will not waſh off the Aſper- 
ſion; you mult marſhal 'em upon the Table by Do- 
zens: We love to look our Enemies in the Face, and 
muſt be carried from the 'Table, as well as from the 
Breach ; for we drink as well as fight, like Men, and 
all your French Ragoults are unpalatable, unleſs high- 
ſeafon'd with Burgundy and Claret. When the Ladies 
retire, adjourn. to a Bye-room, and be ſure to march 
at the Head of the Brigade, and lead it upon the At- 
tack: Let your — — anſwer the Number of the 
Aſſailants; an Exgliſiman can cope with as many Bot- 
tles of French Wine, as Frenchmen; and you know 
one to ſix is an Over-match : Thus, Sir, you'll re- 
trieve your Honour, and recover your Reputation from 
the Imputation of Stingineſs, and the ungenteel Slur of 
Parſunony. 


This Gentleman had a real Eſteem for Euſebius, but 
none for his Practice; he bore an Office, and poſleſs'd 
a fair Eſtate in the Country. He was a good Compa- 
nion at the Pot, and an Adorer of the Pipe: He 
laugh'd at thoſe who placed Glory in Wounds and 
broken Legs, and run their Heads againſt Baſtions and 

V or. II. N Halt- 
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Half-moons for a Place in the London Gazette, or the 
9 ; he would not venture one ſingle Pulſe for the 
taking Liſe or Tournay, nor fling his Money upon 
Doctors and Surgeons, much Teſs be carried, like a 
Calf, from the Attack to his Tent, or his Grave: No, 
faid he, I come not into the World to be canno- 
naded, or bayonetted out of it ; I will nurſe up Life to 
the Extent of Nature, and leave it in my Bed, not in 
a Ditch. 

However, tho' the Deputy-Lieutenant had no Incli- 
nation for Camp-glory, he was ambitious of Fame ; 
but then he reſolved to fetch it rather from the Cellar, 
than the Field ; and indeed, he was a kind of Flagman, 
a Yice-Admiral, in all thoſe Expeditions of Good-fel- 
towſhip ; ſo beaten to the Trade, that no Body durſt 
contend for the Command. So that, though by Com- 
miſſion he was only Deputy-Lieutenant, his topping 
Embelliſhments entitled him to the Lieutenancy of the 
Country. I have ſeen Right Worſhipful knock down 
half a Dozen under the Table in a trice, and then he 
will clap and crow like a Game-cock. Nay, he fwore 
he deſerv'd a public Compliment for the Exploit, as 
well as our great Duke for his Blangy; becauſe he flew 
more with his own Hand, and loſt fewer than this 
mighty General ; nay, and kept the Field into the 
Bargam. A Friend deſired him not to proſtiture his 
Quality and Commiſſion to Scorn and — by ſo 
mean, ſo unmanly a Vice; but he anſwer' d, thoſe lie 
under a great Miſtake, that mark'd it with Unmanner- 
lineſs. We drink like Beafts, ſaid he, when we drink 
leaſt, but likeMenwhen we drink till we can neither go 
nor ſtand, | 


Euſebius was ſtruck at his quaint Harangue, and more 
at his Principles: He thought Caution itſelf might 
ſometimes be overſeen, and Sobriety trepanned by 
Company into Intemperance : but to gauge Breeding by 
the Barrel, to turn Drinking into an Employment, and 
the Infamy of Drunkenneſs into a Perfefion of human 


Nature was extraordinary; he thayk'd the Gentleman 


for his Advice, but defired leave to follow his own 
8 Method, 
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Method, till he had offered ſome better Reaſon to 
change it. 

For, Sir, ſaid he, you perſuade me to reſcue my 
Honour from the Imputation of a pretended Vice, by 
committing a real one. You provoke me by the Mo- 
tives of Glory to Actions that degrade a good Man, 
and force an ill one even to bluſh. You miſapply the 
Notions of Honour and Infamy ; you blame and praiſe 
in the wrong Place; and thus you pronounce Mon- 
ſtrouſneſs to be Proportion, and the Blemiſhes of Man- 
kind to make up its Beauties. I lie, you ſay, under 
the Aſperſion of Avarice, and nothing will remove the 
Calumny, unleſs I drown my Gueſts in Claret and Ca- 
nary. I confeſs the Remedy ſeems ten times worſe than 
the Diſeaſe ; I would rather be pointed at for a Mer, 
than be condemned for a Drunlard; that Vice indeed 
is uncreditable, but this is brutal; that makes an ill 
Man, but this throws him out of his Species, and turns 
him into a Beaſt; nay, lays him below the vileſt ; for he 
is a Beaſt of Man's Creation, and by conſequence more 
monſtrous than the loweſt Part of God's; or rather he 
is a reaſonable Beaſt, and irrational Man. 

What a noble Spectacle muſt it be to ſee a Club of 
Gentlemen of Figure and Quality metamorphoſed into 
Bethlems, and their Palaces into Mad-houſes ; to ſee 
them play the Ape and the Swine, and run out into 
Lengths of Folly and Extravagance ? No doubt, it's 
an honourable Employment for a Maſter to play the 
Mimic and Scaramouch before his Men, to entertain them 
with Farce gratis, and to fling a merry Interlude into 
their Salary ; to out-do the Roman Bacchanals in Diſ- 
trations, and to ſtrain Jollity not into annual (for onee 
a Year a wiſe Man may have Leave to be mad) but into 
a daily Madneſs. | 

Good God! What a Scene did I once behold at Sir 
B— F—'s! It gave me ſuch a Surfeit of Wine, that 
for a Twelve-month the very Sight of a Bottle caſt 
me into a Sweat and Agony. I began almoſt to be- 
lieve that Pythagoras's Tranſmigration was rather a 
Truth, than Allegory or Fable; for in the Space of an 


Hour a dozen Gentlemen commenced Beaſts, and all 
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of different Species ; there were Apes, Bears, Lions, and 
Facialls: Some roar'd, others yelp'd, and others howPd. 
In one Corner there was making Quarrels, in another 
Love; here they ſung, there they blaſphemed ; they 
kiſſed in one Place, and boxed in another: In fine, 
there was a Medley of Farce and Tragedy, of Folly 
and Madneſs, a Subject for Laughter and Tears; but 
when they began to return home, they play'd all at 
croſs Queſtions, the Poſtilion crept behind the Coach, the 
Coachman into it, and the Maſter into the Box: For 


Wine is a Leveller, it either raiſes the Man to the 


Maſter, or throws down the Maſter to the Man. When 
Reaſon ſleeps, Extravagance breaks looſe ; Quality and 
Peaſantry pig together; there is no Difference between 
a Lord and a Lacquey, but that he is more to blame; 
in a Word, they were in no Condition for a Jcurney ; 
ſo that the Gentlemen were conveyed into Beds, and 
the Equipage crampt in the Court. 

Well, Sir! replied the Deputy-Lieutenant, Over- 
ſights will happen, but Good: fellowſhip muſt go on, 
and a neighbourly Correſpondence be improved. 

As much Good-fellowſhip, ſaid Euſebius, and Kind- 
neſs as you pleaſe, N you fluſh right Notions, 
and frame an Idea of both by the Rule of Reaſon, not 
of Cuſtom ; but I cannot perſuade myſelf the Laws of 
Good-fellowſhip command me to drink away my 
Health and my Wits for a Frolic : Health is no Nui- 
ſance, nor Reaſon a Burden. If you had a Fancy to 
a Cup of Poiſon, does the Ceremony of Good-fellow- 
ſhip order me to pledge you in the ſame Liquor ? Now 
Over-drinking turns the beſt Ale in the Nation, and 
the beſt Wines in France, into Poiſon. Indeed, they 
diſpatch not by ſudden Aſſault, as Ratſpane or Arſe- 
nic, but by Mine and Siege; however their Opera- 
tion is ſure, and though their Malignity be flow, it's 
mortal. | 7 


me to help a Man to deſtroy his Eſtate, to fin 
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his Fa- 
mily into Beggary, his Perſon into Contempt, and his 
Body into Diſeaſes: Now your Kindneſs wades far- | 
ther into Miſchief; I muſt doſe his Reaſon, and ftab | 
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his Soul, nay, and my own too. No Man certainly 
dares own this for Kindneſs, who is not actually drunk. 
Beſides, you may as well entertain Heat with Cold, as 
Friendſhip with Drinking. Alas, good Sir, when Wine 
flies into the Head, Glaſſes fly about the Ears; for 
when once Reaſon is drowned, Paſſion always iwims on 
the Surface; moſt of thoſe Quarrels that end in Blood, 
begin in Wine; Jollity drunk too high, degenerates 
into Fury. 

But, beſides, Drunkenneſs is a Sin, and of a very 
black Dye; it's one of thoſe that ſhuts Heaven's Gate, 
and opens that of Hell to the Offender. Now, though 
it were as genteel as it's clowniſh, that very Confidera- 
tion ſhould fright thoſe from the Practice, that bound 
not their Hope or Fear with Sight and Sexe; Kind- 
neſs and Good-fellowſhip muſt not take place of 
our eternal Welfare, nor Ceremony of our Duty. If 
therefore Drunkenneſs be a Sin, is it none to invite, 
none to perſuade a Neighbour to it? Muſt a Gentleman 
be mark'd with Infamy, becauſe he will not tura off 
Conicience ; nor purchaſe the Reputation of Houſe- 
keeping, at the Expence of his Soul? I am not fo fond 
of Eſteem as to buy it by a baſe Action; nor fo fear- 
ful of Contempt as to avoid it by a Sin. I wil! not 


- transform myſelf into a Brute for the Reputation of a 


fine Man, nor ſtoop to the Office of a Tempter, for 
the Title of Generoſity. No, no, Sir, in my Houſe 
Gueſts ſhall never be ſtinted, nor forced. | leave them 
to their own Diſcretion, and invite them to be merry, 
but not to be mad. I love a cool Head, and a calm 
Conſcience ; and J had rather ſee Flights of Diſtraction 
in Bethlem, than of Extravagance at home. To con- 
clude, I had rather be reproach'd for Sobriety, than 
careſſed for Intemperance; and lampoon'd for a Vir- 
ture, than panegyric'd for a Vice. 

Well, well, Sir, replied the Knight, we will not fall 
out for the Matter : Let every Man take his Way, but 
ive me leave to tell you, Conſcience and all your 

iddle-faddles will not fcreen you from Cenſure. When 
we go to a Merry-meeting, we leave that Lumber at 
home; but when we are ſummon'd to a * Quarter- 
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Se/ſions, or ſo, then indeed we take it up behind us, if 
the Horſe will carry double, for though it may be of 
Uſe in a Buſineſs of Meum and Tuum, it's a Burden at 
a Feaſt, a Controller of Mirth, and a Poiſon to Good- 
fellowfhip. 

Euſetius bleſs'd himſelf at the grave Gentleman's 
Preachment; to hear Magiſtrates pad for Riot, and 
Juſtices of Peace for Diſorder, ſeem'd ſurpriſing; but the 
Evil lies deep, there is no removing it; it's become a 
Branch of Engl; Property, and we will no more part 
with the Vice of Drinking. than with our Magna Charta. 
We have received it from our Forefathers, and im- 


proved the Talent to Admiration; one Man infects an- 


other, and the preſent Set of Tiplers will hand down 
the Diſeaſe to their Poſterity; and thus the Diſtemper 
will run on without Cure, and continue without End. 


DIALOGUE V. 
Of his Recreations, 


FUSEBIUS was not ſo en ed in Piety, as wholly 

to lay aſide all Recreation; he knew that ſome Di- 
vertiſement was neceſſary to refreſh the Body, and un- 
bend the Mind; that a continual Application diſpirits 
the one, founders the ather, and renders both unfit for 
Action; but then he took care not to turn Diverſion 
into Buſineſs, nor to play away his Time, like Chil- 
dren, in Trifles. Age had taken off the Paſſion he 
had for the Sport of Hunting; his Body could not en- 
dure the Violence, and his Inclination carried him to 
more moderate Exerciſes; he was often upon the Bowl- 
ing-green in Summer, and to entertain, Converſation 
would take a Game at Cards; but then he played for 
Diverſion, not Gain; and would never venture more 
upon a Caſt, than he could loſe without the Danger of 
Impatience ; for when Bets runs high, Solicitude baulks 
Pleaſure, and the Fear of loſing turns Sport into 


Pain and Penance; it boils up the Paſſions into a 
Ferment, 
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Ferment, heats the Blood, and then an unlucky Hit 
flings a Man upon the Tenters. 

Whatever he won was a Bank for the Poor; a kind 
of Pecunia Sacra, always employed in Charity ; ſo that 
he fell upon a Secret (more beneficial than the pre- 
tended Philoſopher's Stone, and more real) of turning 
Diverſion into Virtue, and of raiſing the moſt ordi- 
nary and loweſt Actions to the Dignity of the moſt di- 
vine. Thus at once he refreſh'd his Body, and im- 


proved his Time, or (in the Apoſtle's Language) pray'd 


and play'd, recruited his Spirits, and ſupply'd his 
Neighbour ; paſs'd his Time in Mirth, and yet re- 
deem'd it. | | 

However, he uſed even the moſt harmleſs Recrea- 
tions, as I faid, like Phyſic for Health, or like Meat 
for Suſtenance ; for, ſaid he, they are not the Bàſineſs 
either of a Gentleman or of a Chriſtian, and therefore 
whoever ſuffers them to uſurp his Time (allowed for 
more noble Employments) plays the Child, though 
not the Innocent, while he thus trifles away his Lite, and 


: bowls and cards away thoſe precious Moments, that once 


he will recall with Tears, but never recover. He there- 
fore retired as ſoon as Civility permitted, and enter- 
tained himfelf with Reading; but he never wou'd 
open a Book that ſtruck at Morality, or queſtioned Re- 
ligion ; the one debauches Practice, the other Principle; 
and he uſed to ſay, bad Books are the worſe for be- 
ing well writ; they ſubdue almoſt without Refiſtance, 
when they mingle Corruption with Wit, and convey 
Pozſon into Pleaſure; but he ſpent whole Hours in 
the Lecture of thoſe that treat of Piety, that lighten 
the Underſtanding, and warm the Will, that point out 
the Way to Virtue, and with a Refolution to purchaſe 
it. Such he looked upon as ſure Guides, and pro- 
fitable Entertainments ; as Supports in Solicitude, and 
Friends in all the different Occurrences of Life and 
Action; they cenſure without Reproach, and praiſe 
without Flattery; they neither fawn on Gentlemen, 
nor overlook Peaſants, but, like Pictures made to 
Sight, look equally upon all: Nor was he content with 
the bare Speculation; he knew the Virtue of a Chri- 
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ſtian conſiſts not in the Knowledge of his Duty, but 
in the Exerciſe of it, and therefore he drew by the 
Life; he copied from thoſe Originals, and joined 
Practice to Theory, and thus he weaned himſelf from 
all thoſe worldly Things Men ſo eagerly purſue as Flies; 
he neither hoped for any temporal Advantage, nor 
feared any Adverſity ; his Deſires looked beyond Time, 
and nothing but the Pains of the Damned were able 
to awake his Fear; ſo that he embraced Croſſes and 
Favours with the fame Affections, and always ſaid, 
theſe led us indeed the cafheſt Way to Heaven, and 
thoſe the moſt ſecure ; and thus he was neither fond 
of Life, nor dreaded Death, but equally diſpoſed to 
keep his Poſt, or to abandon it at the firſt Command 


of his great Maſter. 


And indeed, he had ſuch an Empire over his Paſſions, 
fuch a Submiſſion to all the Deſigns of Providence, that 
he ſeem'd, if not above the Reach, at leaſt above the 
Senſe of Adverſity, even when he lay under the 
Weight of a Misfortune, His Niece, whom he loved 


with the Tenderneſs of a Father, fell ſick of a burning 


Fever: She deſerved indeed his Affection; for ſhe was 
{et off with all the Perfections of a Woman, and en- 
riched with all the Virtues of a Chriſtian. One might 
truly ſay, with the wiſe Man, fhe lived a great while, 
though ſhe died at ſeventeen, and that ſhe was ripe for 
Heaven in the very Spring of her Age: She paſs'd 
through a long Courſe of Pains, with an invincible 
Patience, and expected Death rather with the Courage 
of a Hero, than the Timorouſneſs of a Woman. 

Every one thought this Accident would put En/ebins's 


Philoſophy to the Stretch; that a Blow in fo ſenſible a 
Part, would ſtrike out ſome Symptoms of Weakneſs ; 


but they miſtook the Man; he felt the Loſs, but ſunk 
not under it: He let fall indeed a Tear at parting, but 
wiped it of in a Moment, and he told his Friends, 
who wonder'd at his Unconcernedneſs, To be ſorry ſhe 
is not with me, when I believe ſhe is better from me, 


is a Mark I value my Satisfaction above hers, and 


mourn for the Living more than for the Dead ; it's In- 
firmity, not true Kindneſs, when we will not reſign to 
ourſelves the Happinels of a Friend. | , 
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I believe ſhe is in a State of Bliſs, why then ſhould 
I weep for her, whom I ſuppoſe in a Place we all with 
to be ſettled in? If ſhe be not, my Affection will not 
cafe her Torments, nor raiſe her from her Grave: So 
that my Grief will either be anſcaſonable or vain; it 
may render me miſerable, but will add not a Grain to 
her Felicity, nor abate one of her Pains. But. in fine, 
God, who gave her Life, is pleaſed to recall the Gift, 
what Reaſon have I to complain of hard Uſage ? Ra- 
ther I thank his Goodneſs for having lent me her ſo 
long, than blame him for taking her from me ſo ſoon ; 
his Favours are free Gifts, no Debts : It's our Duty to 
receive them with Thankfulneſs, and to return them 
at the firſt Call with Submiſſion and Frankneſs. Theſe 
Diſpofitions ſeem'd ſo noble, fo generous, that they 
became the Gentleman, as well as the Chriſtian, and 
every Man confeſſed his Character could not be raiſed 
too much, nor eſteem'd enough: For Virtue, like the 
Sun, is more gaz'd on when eclipſed, than when it 
glitters in Proſperity, and we may be ſure it's Ster- 
ling when it bears the 'Touch-ſtone of Affliction. | 

F cannot omit one Paſſage that happened in this 
young Lady's Sickneſs; it ſhews the Sk 1} and the Con- 
ſcience of Doctors are all of a Piece, and that they 
are oftener fee'd for killing than curing a Patient, or 
at leaſt for doing no Harm, than for doing Good. I 
thought Moliere laſh'd the Gentleman of the College 
with too much Freedom, that he entertain'd Paris and 
the Court at the Expence of the Faculty, and drew 
their Pictures at W without any Regard to the 
Original; but the Jury of Phyſicians that ſat upon 
this poor Lady's Life, alter'd my Opinion, and forced 
me to own, that the Comedian has thrown more Truth 
than Fiction in their Character, and rather falls ſhort 
than over- flouriſh'd it. 

And firſt, half an Hour ſlipt by in Ceremony and 
Compliment; then they gave an Account of Yeſterday's 
Rendezvous, and expoſed the Diary of their Debauches, 
had not the Doctor in Ordinary put them in mind they 
had forgot their Errand, and returned with their Fee, 
without leaving ſo much as a Recipe; but then they 
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| would not take the Pains to ſtep into her Chamber, but 
referred themſelves to the Information of the Ordi- 
nary ; he regaled the Juncto with a Diſſection of the 
Diſtemper, and pillaged Willis de Febribus to rig out his 
Harangue. Galen and Hippocrates were brought upon 
the Stage, nay, and Arif/czlz: To complete the Farce, 
Greek and Latin were ſerved up in Plenty, and one Apho- 
riſm tumbled in upon the Back of another. A Maid 
to!d hun the Lady grew worſe, and that ſhe was draw- 
ing towards her Agony: The Gentleman laugh'd at 
her Meſſage. 1's impelſible, ſaid he, Hippocrates 7s plain 
_ Fewers come to a Criſis the fourtenth or one- and. twentieth 
ay; now this is only the tenth: How then can your 
Miſtreſs be ſo near her End? 
Hippocrates may ſay what he pleaſes, replied the Maid, 
but - you diſpatch not ſoon, your Remedy will come 
late. 
Has ſhe taken the Doſe of Emetic ? ſays the Doctor. 
Yes, anſwered the Maid; but it had no Effect. 
Bon, cries the Conſult, a happy Prognoſtic. | 
It caſt her into Convulſions, continued the Maid. 
2 yet, ſaid the Conſult. But alas, in ſpite of the 
worſe. A new Courier put a Stop to Inquiry, and 
ſummon'd the Juncio to the Lady's Chamber : She hes 
m Extremity, a Subject of Compaſſion and Admiration ;, 
he Emetic put her upon the 4 yet her Patience 
was ſtronger than the Pain. She ſeem'd almoſt to out- 
you thoſe primitive Martyrs, who neither flinched in 
e Fire, nor cried Oh! at the Torment of Knives and: 
Razors; and though her Force ſunk every Moment, her 
| Refignation to Providence was invincible. 
One Decor was for Bleeding, another for Cauſtics, 
a third for he knew not what, and a fourth for ſending 
her to the Waters; their Skill was nonplus'd, and they 
had already diſcharged their Latin, and poured out 
their Stock of Aphoriſms : ſo that, in fine, they con- 
ctuded Nemine contradicente, for a Bolus of Opium, that 
the might depart without Pain. 
Euſebius bore all their impertinent Jargon; but when 
he heard, this barbarous Reſolution, he as, © * 
er 


octor's better and better, the Lady grew aten and 
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Maſter of his Reſentment. What, ſaid he, Gentle- 
men, do you believe another State? That an Eternity 
depends upon this laſt Moment ? If you do, with what 
Conſcience can you, in this fatal Circumitance, caſt Rea- 
ſon into a Lethargy, when the poor Creature ſtands molt 
in need of it? You would, forſooth, put her aut of Pain 
but your Pity is barbarous, and your Compaſſion cruel ; 
for you deprive her of the very Power of afking God 
Forgiveneſs, and by Conſequence of Pardon. | Ire 


the virtuous Tenure of her Liſe is in ſome meaſure an 


Aſſurance her Death will not be miſerable; for it's 
rare to ſee a Perſon that has lived well, die ill: But 
however, it's a great Step taken in the Dark ; a Trip 
is fatal, and an Overſight may pitch her on the wrong 
Side of the Shore, — then there is no Return. No, 
no, Gentlemen, if you can do her body no Good, 
you ſhall do her Soul no Harm. Few Moments re- 
main, let her diſpoſe of them to Advantage; let her 
die in Pain, to revive in never-ending Pleaſures. 

This ſhort Harangue yy the Juucto, and put 
an End to their Reſolves: However, they took care 
of their Fee, but then left all Concern for the Lady be- 
hind them. The Ordinary ſtaid not to cure, but to 
fee her die. Indeed this was extraordinary; but Doctors, 
like Judges, pronounce the Sentence, but ſeldom are 
preſent at the Execution, 


DIALOGUE VI. 


Whether it be expedient for Gentlemen to travel; with 
fome Directions to thoſe who go abroad. 


A NDER's Father perſuaded him to travel, be- 

fore he ſettled in the World : He was of the com- 
mon Perſuaſion that home-bred Gentlemen are ouly 
rough caſt; that they muſt receive the laſt Strokes of 
Behaviour in France and Italy. But Neander, who rated 
the Perſecutions of a Chriſtian above all little Accom« 
pliſtunents of a Gentleman, and affected rather a De- 
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cency of Manners, than of Carriage, would not con- 
ſent to the Propoſal, till he had conſulted his Oracle 
Euſebius, and he reſolved rather to follow his Judgment, 
than his own Inclination. He therefore gave him a 
Viſit; the Father acquainted him of his Deſign, and 
aſked his Advice. 

My Son, ſaid he, grows in Years fit for Improve- 
ment; he has Quality and Eſtate to ſupport it. And 
beſides, Nature has furniſh'd him with a good Genius, 


and a ſharp Wit, ſo that nothing is wanting to render 


him ſerviceable to his Country, and an Honour to his 
Family, but Experience. Now this cannot be well 
acquired but by traveling. He has indeed all the Learn- 
ing the Univerſity can give him; but then to ſteer 
wholly by Books, without looking into Men and Buſi- 
neſs, is like learning a Trade without ever coming to 
the Practice: Who intends to be Maſter muſt draw by 
the Life, as well as copy from the Original, and join 
Speculation with Practice. My Relations are divided 
upon the Matter; ſome perſuade me to ſend him abroad, 
others to keep him at home; ſome tell me home- 
breeding will ungentleman him, and others that foreign 
Education will turn his Erghi/ Blood into French or 
Ttalian; favour me with your Opinion upon the 
Matter. 

I am not, replied Eyſet:us, ſo fond of travelling as 
ſome of our Noblemen; nor yet ſo averſe as others, 
A Man, no doubt, may reap great Improvement from 
the Tour of France and Italy, and alſo make the Journey 
to Diſadvantage. He may rather glean up their Vices 
than their Virtues, and turn both a Clown and De- 
bauchee. He may fall in love with their Wine, and 
their Women; and bring back nothing but a Wife, a 
Miſtreſs, or a Diſeaſe, tor a Memorandum of his Voy- 
age. At leaſt, I know ſome who left their Innocence 
and Money in the Contizent, and landed at Graveſend 
with as light Heads, and hghter Pockets, than when 
they firſt ſet out at Dower. I confeſs this wandering 
Humour ſpreads wide, and grows epidemical: Men 
fanſy foreign Air purifies the Brain, as well as the 
Lungs ; that Breeding and Experience ſprout up — the 
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Streets of Paris and Venice; and that a View of Venſtilles 
and Marli transforms Ruſticity into Behaviour. But 
alas, Sir, the French Climate breeds Clowns no leſs 
than our Egli; and I have ſeen there as ill- ſhaped 
Gentlemen, as at London. Our Carriage indeed has 
ſomething of the Lion, and theirs of the Ape; ours 
awes, theirs delights ; theirs is foohſh, and our ſurly. 
You have drawn, ſays the Gentleman, a diſadvan- 
tageous Map of the Continent, and if Debauchery be 
the only Fruit of Travels, I think we may buy that 
Commodity nearer home at leſs Charge and Labour. 
For Vice thrives to Admiration in our Soil; and we 
have tranſplanted it theſe ten Years into Flanders, Ger- 
many, and Spain; and, what 1s ſtrange, our Stock is 
not ſunk ; nay, it rather riſes every Day; and though 
often Men of other Trades ſlip aſide, we hear no De- 
bauchees turn Bankrupt of their Vices. But, under 
favour, though other Nations have their Defects, they 
are not quite bare of Perfections. They may ſet us 
Patterns for Imitation, as well as for Averſion; and 
by conſequence, improve a young Gentleman, as well 
as corrupt him. Every Country produces Remedies 
as well as Poiſons, and he deſerves to die who leaves 
thoſe for theſe. | 
No doubt, replied Euſebius, there are fine things be- 
yond Sea, and a young Man may waft over a hand- 
ſome Cargo of Lalian Improvements, with a Valize of 
French Dchaviour. But alas, Sir, they will Le upon his 
Hands, and ruſt in his Wardrobe for want of uſing. 
We hate the ſtiff and gumm'd Deportment of the Ta- 
lian, and to be yoked in Ceremony, or tied up to Steps 
in Converſation. And the French Shrug only ſits tole- 
rably on a Beau, and intitles him to the Honour of a 


Fop. 


But, Sir, anſwer'd the Gentleman, Breeding conſiſts 
not merely in a genteel Carriage, and Decency of Ge- 
ſture; it reaches to the Improvement of the Underſtand- 
ing. I look _=_ a Man whoſe only Ornaments hang 
upon the Surface, like thoſe Palaces that are ſtately 
without, and unfurniſh'd within. Now Traveling ma- 


nures the Underſtanding ; it affords Knowledge and 


Diſcovery, 


: 

1 
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Diſcovery, it enlarges the Faculty, and gives a more 
extenſive Inſight into Things and Men: Whereas a 
home-bred Gentleman is confined to narrow Limits; 
he wants materials for Obſervation, and cannot work 
out a Subject for a genteel Diſcourſe. 

Beſides, Sir, he learns the great Myſtery of foreign 
Governments ; their Fort and their Fozb/e, the Intereits 
of Princes, and their Deſigns: And thus at the ſame 
time he ſeaſons Pleaſure with Profit ; he ſtages (if I may 
fay ſo) into Politics, and rides Poſt into Buſineſs: He 
returns equipp'd for Employment, and rigg'd out for 
an Embaſſy at leaſt, to the Cantons or Hans-Towwns. 

Oh, Sir, ſaid Eaſebius, you ſend, I perceive your Son 
abroad to catch Politics. You ſhould remember, we 
fluſh at home that Game in every Tipling-houſe : It 


over-runs both Town and Country, and is ſunk from. 


an Imbelliſhment into a Nuiſance, Our Coblers and 
Tinkers take into their Conſideration the ardua regni 
negotia, as well as our Parliament; and leave Holes 
in Shoes and Pans to mend the Government. I tell 
you, Sir, our Soil produces more Politics than all Eu- 
rope beſides; ſo that to tranſport foreign is to ſend 


Onvls to Athens, We are, in a Word, peſter'd with 


thoſe of our own Growth, and I believe a Prohibition 
to ſhip over extern Politics into England might prove no 
leſs beneficial to the Nation, than that of bringing over 
French Wines, or planting Tobacco. | 
But, Sir, ſuppoſing our Gentleman arrived at Pari: 
or Venice, what Company muſt he ply for thoſe mighty 
Advantages you ſpeak of? In one Place, without 
doubt, the topping Miniſter of State; in the other, the 
Counſel di Dieci. Certainly in ſuch Schools he may in 
a ſhort time run threugh a Courſe of Politics, and: 
commence Doctor of State-tricks. But do you think 
thoſe Achitophels will unveil the ſecret Myſteries of their 
Maſters to Strangers, and throw before them the A- 
cana of the Cabinet? No, no, Sir, he muſt be con- 


tent with Town-Intelligence, or the Table-reports of 


Treating-houſes; and then you may — with what 


a2 Proviſion of Politics, with what a Lading of Science 


" ke is like to freight the Packet-boat at his Return. I 


counſel 


"Sar 
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counſel you rather to furniſh your Son with Gazetres, 
Mercuries, and Ci de Cabinets, Here he may catch 
Language and Knowledge at the ſame Draught, and 
poliſh his Tongue and his Brain together. I aſſure you, 
Sir, I knew a Gentleman, who bid fair for the Repute 
of a great Man, and an able Miniſter: He topp'd the 
Gravity of Don Frederick de Toledo; his Air was as myſte- 
rious as his Diſcourſe ; like the Pagan Oracles, he af- 
fected Riddle and Inruendo's. One would have taken 
him for the Grand YVizier-General of Europe, the com- 
mon Manager of Treaties, and ſole Depoſitory of all 
the Cabinet Reſolutions. Yet he owed all his Intel- 
ligence to Holland News Books; and when the Wind 
blew from our Shore in the Brill Packet-boat's Teeth, 
he was at a Loſs for a Diſcourſe. One would have 


ſwore a North-weſt Gale had work'd upen his Brain, 


and blown his Wit and his Memory into Norway on 
Denmark. 

But, Sir, do you fanſy a Gentleman at his Arrival at 
Paris ſends Hue and Cry after a Maſter of Politics? No, 
no, this is point-blank againſt Cuſtom and Precedent. 
His Buſineſs is to oblige Senſe, not to cultivate the 
Underſtanding ; he firſt regales his Eye with a View of 
FVenſeilles and Mark, and then his Appetite with all the 
Delicacies of the Town. Though he brought from 
home the bare Title of *Squire, the Pari/ians will preſent 
him a Patent of Peerage, and the Noiſe of a Jeune my 
Tord will halloo into his Attendance all the Breteurs 
and Sharpers of the Town. And when once he is 
fallen into ſuch Hands, he will ſcarce get out of them, 


till he has delivered his Purſe, and pawn'd his Conſcience. 


Believe me, Sir, a young Man that has Pleaſure in 
View, will be ſhrewdly tempted. to taſte whether they 
be as agreeable to the Palate as to the Sight, and charm 
the Senſe as much as the Imagination ; and it's odds he 
will never ftand firm againſt the Temptations: For 
Fleſh and Blood, accompanied by Youth, have a ſtron 

Tendency to Evil; they plead hard for Liberty, — 
as eagerly againſt Conſtraint. And when a Youth lies 
at the Mercy of ſuch "Tutors, what can be expected but 
Debauchery ? He will, in a Word, firſt — through 


- 
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the Practice, and then through the very Principles of 
Morality. Beſides, he is out of a Parent's Sight; he 
is not awed by his Preſence, nor within the Reach of 
his Correction: So that he ranges without Reftraint, 
and plays the Prodigal without Controul. 

Under favour, ſaid the Gentleman, you ſuppoſe me 
little read in the Extravagancies of Vouth, When you 
fanſy I will lay the Reins on my Son's Neck, and 
abandon his to his own Conduct. Though, God be 
thanked, his Behaviour be regular and untainted, his 
Innocence may be ſurpriſed. Youth has a natural Ten- 
dency to Lewdneſs; it wants Experience to wave Temp- 
tation, and Reſolution to encounter it. In fine, Paſſion 
and Careleſneſs throws it off its Guard, and lays it 
open to Surprize. Now to obviate this Inconvenience, 
I have provided him a ſober Governor, who knows 
Things and Men; who has ſeen the World, and 
makes no inconſiderable Figure: He is a Man of 
Parts, talks well, and I hope lives better. Such a Per- 
fon is able to ſtop the Sallies of Youth, to awe it into 
the Bounds of Decency by his Authority, and to inſtruct 
it by his Prudence. 

This Caution, anſwer'd Ey/ebins, is laudable and pru- 
dent; but I aſſure you, Sir, it ſeldom anſwers Ex- 
pectation: I have known Governors who wanted Go 
vernors themſelves, and were ten times more fit to re- 
ceive than to give Inſtruction. Their Religion was as 
looſe as their Manners; they believed any thing for 
Intereſt, and practiſed any thing for Pleaſdre. Now 
when the Governor is diſſolute, who can expect Regu- 
larity from the Pupil ? But ſuppoſe him clear of theſe 
Imputations, it's ſtill a Quettion whether the young 
Man either reſpects or eſteems him: If not, it's odds 
his Inſtructions will make no Impreſſion. They may 
beat the Ear, but will never touch the Heart. He may 
as well chaſtiſe the Wind as that Spark into Sobriety 
who diſeſteems his Perſon. The Man reinforces the 
Counſel, and perſuades more oftentimes than his Rea- 
ſons. 
But farther, a young Man paſt Twenty is a reſty 
Creature, his Paſſions are at their full Growth, and con- 
ſequently 
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ſequently ungovernable. They contend hafd for Li- 
berty, and it's ten to one Pleaſure will get the better 
of Precept: For in that Age Senſe affects more than 
Duty; and the agreeable enchants more powerfully 
than the lawful. When the Law declares him Mayer, 
he will not eaſily ſubmit to the Slavery of Minority, 
7, e. he will not be rid by Governors, nor led by 
Pedants, like Children, by their Hanging-ſleeves. He 
ſuppoſes he can walk by himſelf, and ſtand upon his 
own Legs; and thus becomes ſo unruly, that he will 
neither lead nor drive. What a fine Menage did I fee 
at Paris between a Tutor and his Pupil; they lived in 
a State of War; the one camped in the Fauberg St. 
Germain, the other in the Rue de Temple; and had not 
the Seine run between, they might have come to Ac- 
tion; at laſt they agreed upon a Treaty: But before 
it was brought to a Concluſion, as many Couriers run 
between them as from Gertrudenburgh to the Hague or 
Verſeilles. 

I am ſenſible, ſaid the Gentleman, theſe Inconve- 
niences happen; and when a Pupil undervalues the Per- 
fon of his Governor, he ſeldom approves his Counſel: 
For it goes againſt the Grain to conform to the Advice 
of thole we contemn, Beſides, we preſume Reaſons 
cannot riſe above the level of thofe that propoſe them : 
So that when we entertain a low Opinion of a Perſon, 
we diſable his Friendſhip, and put him under an Im- 
ee of doing us any good. For this Reaſon I 

ave pitched upon a French Miniſter ; his Parts will call 
for Eſteem, and his Character for ReſpeR. * 

Upon a French Miniſter, replied Euſebius, what do 
you mean? Are our own Countrymen ſo deſtitute of 
Prudence, Good-nature and Probity, that you could 
not fall upon one completely furniſhed for the Em- 
ployment ? Good God! My Lady's Woman mutt be 
French, as well as my Lord's Valet de Chambre; we can- 
not eat, unleſs French Cooks ſerve us up ＋ * nor 
dreſs but a la- mode de France. We hate the Nation, yet 


cannot live without the Natives. They ſcrew them- 
ſelves into the chief Families, and engroſs both Places 
of Truſt and Profit, ſo that their Puniſhment has 

proved 


282 The GENTLEMAN Inſftrudted. 


proved a Favour, For they. enjoy abroad more Plen- 
ty, than they durſt have expected at home. Who can 
reconcile this Conduct to our Clamours ? Who will not 
think we rail in jeſt, when we thus careſs in earneſt ? 
And that our Hearts are French, as well as our 
Cloaths ? 

We complain the Church of England is over-run 
with Fanaticiſm, that the Pre/6yterians over-top it in 
Number and Quality ; what wonder when French Mi- 
niſters train up the Nobility ? Their Religion is Puri- 
tan, thrice refined; their Zeal has more Heat than 
Light, and more Peeviſhneſs than Charity. How often 
have they in France, made room for their Religion with 
the Sword, and bought Liberty of Conſcience by 
Slaughter and Devaſtations? They are Republicans in 
9 and Practice, and ſeldom obey when its in 
their Power to command. | 

Now 3s it likely theſe Gentlemen will train up their 
Pupils in the Obedience to the Church? No, no, I 
would as ſoon ſend a Youth to learn Chriſtianity of the 
Mufti, as the Doctrine of the Church of England of 
theſe Monfieurs. They hate the very Conſtitution of its 
Government, and long ſince pronounced its Ceremonies 
fooliſh and impious, Let us then ceaſe to wander, the 
Nobility ſtrikes off from the Church to Conventicles : 
French Miniſters have brought Apoſtacy into faſhion, and 
raiſed the Spirit of Faction in Exgland, as well as in 
France; and I fear the Infection will dilate, ſo long as 
they wind themſelves into Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, and 
govern the Children of the Nobility. 

But waving a French Miniſter's Religion, I am not 
thoroughly perſuaded of his other Abilities. I fear he 
will rather conſult his own Intereſt, than his Pupil's 
Improvement, and huſband the Occaſion to his own 
Advantage. For thoſe Gentlemen ſettle not among us 
to ſpend, but to gain; to ſupply preſent Neceſſities, and 
to lay in Proviſions againſt Age and Accidents. Now 
a Man that has Preferment in View, and a Fortune in 
his Head, will probably take the ſhorteſt way to his 
erf End. A generous Freedom, he knows, as the 

orld goes, is no thriving Quality ; wholeſome Advice, 
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if unpalatable, revolts the Stomach, and alienates the 
Affection; that thoſe, who countenance Vice, are bet- 
ter paid, than thoſe that preach up Virtue. This 1s a 
ſtrong Temptation to the Governor to flacken the Reing, 
to endear the young Gentleman to him by all the little 
Tricks of Condeſcendence and Flattery ; and then the 
Pupil commands, and the Governor ſays Amen to all 
his Extravagances. 

It's true, he betrays his Truſt ; but alas, Sir, Trai- 
tors are no Phœnixes in our Age. However, he is 
true to his Intereſt ; and I find few ſolicitous of others 
Concerns if their own Work goes on kindly. He may 
indeed fear a Reprimand from the Father; but then he 
hopes a Fortune from the Son ; and, believe me, good 
Coin affects more than hard Words. You know, Sir, 
Men are more prone to adore the riſing than the ſetting 
Sun, and to fawn on thoſe who enter upon an Eſtate, 
thoſe who reſign it. 

You are then I perceive, ſaid the Gentleman, no ad- 
mirer of Travelling : You are for breathing our native 
Air, and growing grey under our own Elevation. 

I ſay not ſo neither, anſwer'd Fu/ebius. I am not ab- 
ſolutely for it, nor univerſally againſt it. Travel may 
improve ſome, and ruin others. They may fit ſome for 
the higheſt Employments, and render others unworthy 
of the loweſt. I think it convenient for the prime 
Nobility to take a walk into the Neighbouring King- 
doms ; for ſuch are mark'd out for public Buſineſs; 
they are, as it were, by Birth fixed in Court, and may 
pretend to a Place at the Council-Table, and to fit at 
the upper End of the Government. Now People in 
ſuch Circumſtances ſhould lay in a competent Stock of 
French and Dutch, that they may treat in Perſon, not 
by Proxy and Interpreters For Buſineſs goes on flow!y 
when carried on by Deputy, and Miniſters ſeldom 
agree when one underitands not the other. It's proper 
for them to make ſome Acquaintance with Penfionary 
Heinſius, and Monſieur de ; before they go over 
with a Character and Credentials. For the Quality of 
a Friend may haſten the Diſpatches of the Miniſter . 

| . an 
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_ the Capacity of the one forward the Work of the 
Other. ö 

But then, I think, Gentlemen of a lower Rank 
ſhould not always be upon the Ramble ; eſpecially 
thoſe who raiſe not their Pretenſions to Court-Offces, 
but confine their Ambition to the Dignity of a Country- 
Juſtice, or look no higher than the Place of a Deputy- 
Lieutenant: In fine, thoſe who are cat out for the 
Country, and deſign to ſpend their Time and their 
Money among their Neighbours. 

Firſt, Becauſe foreign Breeding is not a-/a-mode out of 
Town. It's too fine complexioned for a Village, and 
as uſeleſs as a Coach and Six in the Mountains of 
Glamorganſbire. He will ſcarce meet an Occaſion once 
in a Twelve- month, to practiſe French or Italian; and 
a Country-Dance well perform'd will receive more Ap- 
Oo than a French Minuet, Saraband, or Rigadoon. 

eſides, our Country Air will tarniſh the Luſtre of 
outlandiſh Behaviour : Time and Converſation will 
waſh off the Varniſh, and then Ariſtotlè's Aphoriſm, 
corruptio optimi fit peſſima, will have place; the beſt 
Manners degenerate into the worſt, and the fineſt Gen- 
tleman makes the moſt compleat Clown. For what 
can be more antic, than Ruſticity cut on Breeding? 
Methinks it reſembles Canvas laid on Sattin, or Em- 
broidery on Linſey-woolfey. | 
' Secondly, A Gentleman train'd up in the ſenſual Free- 
doms of Venice, and the gaudy Pageantry of Paris 
will return with a Surfeit of a Countiy Life. He 
will regard his Home as a Baniſhment, and his own 
Houſe as a Dungeon. An Uta/ian Symphony ſtrikes 
the Organ more ſmoothly than that of a Pack of 
Hounds. Comedies, Opera's, and public Entrade's 
of Princes and Embaſladors draw more pleaſing 
Proſpectives in the Eye, than thoſe of Dungzhills 
or Cabanes. Gay Company affects more than Soli- 
tude; and Balls ſet off with all the glittering Gaudy 
of Silk and Silver are far more tranſporting than 
Country Wakes. j 


Now 
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Now a Gentleman that returns overgrown with theſe 
Notions, baſs'd with theſe Inclinations, will he reliſh 
the Campaign, and pen up his Perſon and Happineſs 
in a Village ? No, no, he will take up in Town ; 
and only viſit his Mancir to refreſh his Lungs, or his 
Purſe. Since the middle of the laſt Age, our Way of 
Living is no more English; like our Language, it's 
piec'd up of French and Italian; and to compleat the 
Olio, we have thrown into the Compoſition the Vices 
of Holland and Germany, The Nobility withdraws 
from the Country into Town : That noble Hoſpitality 
proper to our Nation 1s out of Uſe, and almoſt out of 
Memory, and thoſe Largeſſes that entertain'd the Poor, 
run into another Channel: Game iweeps away one 
Part, gaudy Equipages, or Miſſes the other. In the 
mean time the Provinces are drain'd of Men and 
Money. Some run to Town to ſpend Eſtates, and 
others to gain them. The antient Seats of the No- 
bility are let out to 7ack-Daws and Screech-Oæuli, or 
tumble under the Weight of Time, and Cattle graze 
upon their Ruins; Jam ſeges eſt ubi Troja fuit. 

We may date this Change from the Time Travelling 
became genteel, and Wandering a-/a-mode. Foreign 
Commerce has brought in foreign Cuſtoms ; and as 
conquer'd Greece and Afa overcame the Roman Virtue 
and Sobriety, ſo France and Italy have debauch'd 
ours. 

However, I acknowledge a young Man may im- 
prove by Travelling, if Caution be uſed : For beyond 
Sea there are great Virtues, as well as great Vices, and 
Examples that deſerve Imitation as well as Averſion. 
You may poliſh the Body and the Mind, better the 
Gentleman, and perfect the Chriſtian, 


| I. 
In the firſt Place, pitch upon a virtuous and prudent 
Governor. Youth is blind, and if it follows a blind 
Guide, their Journey will end in a Precipice, ambo in 


foveam cadent. A Man that overlooks his own Duty to 


God, will not put a Pupil in mind of his. Our In- 
1 x Mo. ſtructions 
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ſtructions and Practice are generally of a piece; and if 
this be tainted, thoſe are ſeldom ſound. 


II. 

Let him be prudent, neither too indulgent on the one 
hand, nor too ſevere on the other. It's no leſs dan- 
gerous to keep too heavy a Hand over a Gentleman, 
than too light; and to baulk all his Deſires, than none. 
A Governor may loſe his Authority by too much Stiff- 
neſs, as well as by too much Condeſcendence. And if 
he commands with Haughtineſs, he will certainly be 
diſobey'd. To refuſe a young Man a juſt Liberty is 
a Temptation to take it, and if once the Ice is broken, 
he will ſhake off Dependence, and diſcard ReſpeR. 


| III. | 
I would not have a great Fault paſs without a ſuit- 
able Correction, nor a ſmall one puniſh'd beyond Pro- 
ortion : For if the Reprimands are equal, the youn 
an will fancy the Faults are alſo, and then he wi 
conclude it's better to be teaz'd for ſomething, than to 
be rated for nothing. When we draw near one-and- 
twenty, Severity is out of Seaſon ; we may be led in- 
deed into our Duty by Kindneſs, but hardly hector'd 
anto it by Roughneſs. A Governor may maintain his 
Character, if he pretends only to adviſe, but will cer- 
tainly forfeit it, if he preſumes to command with Em- 
pire and Superciliouſneſs: And therefore I would ra- 
ther have him wait upon his Pupil as a Companion, 
than as a Spy and a Cenſor ; and ply him more with 
Counſel than Authority. We often yield frankly to 
the one, and always with Repugnance to the other. 


IV 


Let him not ſtay too long 
has view'd what is worth 


in a great City; when he 
bſervation, let him purſue 


his Journey. A long Stay breeds Acquaintance, and 
Acquaintance expoſes to Debauchery. A Man that 
knows no Body, will have no Temptation to tempt ano- 
ther to Ill, and is out of the Danger of being tempted ; 


for who will ſet up an Incognito? Familiarity goes | 
ore 
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fore criminal Aſſignations; and Priyacy planes the 
Way for Extravagance. 


V. 

There is not perchance, a City in the World better 
ſtock'd with Men of Parts and polite Behaviour than 
Paris; and none more eaſy and ſociable to Strangers. 
A young Man may improve by ſuch Converſation : 
He may enlarge his Underſtanding, and open to him- 
ſelf a more extenſive Proſpe& than by Study and Ap- 
plication : And thus he will enter into a handſome Pro- 
viſion of Senfe, not only without Treuble, but even 
with Delight: He will raiſe a Fortune in Knowledge, 
without the Drudgery of Study, and tranſplant ano- 


ther's Science into his own Skill. 


| VI. 

But then if he may better himſelf by the Company 
of Men, he will certainly expoſe himſelf to a thouſand 
Dangers. If he frequents the Converſation of Women, 
their Language charms, their Expreſſions inſinuate, 
and their Air is impoſing ; ſo that at the ſame Time 
they attack the Underſtanding and Will, and conquer 
both almoſt without Refiſtance, How many have I 
known of our Nation faſcinated by theſe Syrens, en- 
chanted by theſe Circes. They ſtole away their Hearts 
and their Heads ; empty'd their Brain and their Purſe, 
and compleatly equip'd 'em for a Mad-houſe, or an 
Hoſpital. The Paſſion was too ſtrong for Precept, 
and the Oratory of the Ladies baffled the Counſel of 
Governors. For Love is without Ears, as well as without 
Eyes, and, what is worſe, without Underſtanding. It's 
true, we ſend our Children abroad to learn ene 
Courtſhip, as well as Modes; but this Errand is as un- 
chriſtian as unneceſſary. We carry the Principles of 
this Science within us, and Nature alone will teach it 
at Home without the Aſſiſtance of outlandiſh Pre- 


ceptors. Too great a Proficiency in the Art is rather 


to be fear'd than Ignorance ; and it's ten to one, that 
in ſpite of Caution young Men will improve it ſome 
Years too ſoon, than a Moment too late. And this is 

the 
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the Reaſon ſome leave their Hearts and their Con- 
ſcience in France and Italy; and others return with a 
poor Wife, and ſome with an impudent Courtizan. 


VII. 

I would not have a Gentleman ſquare his Obſerva- 
tion by Dr. Lyſter's Memoirs of Paris; they are below 
Remark, and lit better on an Ignoramus, than on a Fel- 
low of the Royal Society, or a Gentleman. Let him not 
therefore trifle away his Time in examining whether 
Aſparagus taſtes ſweeter in April or January; or the 
Roman Lettuces better than our Se/z/ar, or the Fiacres 
more conveniently hung than my Lord Embaſſador's 
Coach; le thim not trot about to view rare Collections 
of Cockle-ſhells, or Skeletons, or Todpoles and Spi- 
ders : For after all, theſe Diſcoveries are not worth 
the Candle; nay, within an Ace as ridiculous as Ca- 
Ggula's Journey to the Sea-ſhore to load his Army with 
this childiſh Trumpery. Lafe/s Voyage will be far 
more uſeful than Ly/ter's ; it will furniſh matter for In- 
quiry and Obſervation, and both delight and inſtruct 
in your Journey. Here is a ſhort Draught of the Ad- 
vantages and Diſadvantages of Travelling ; I have 
given you my Judgment of the Matter, and leave to 
your Prudence the Determination. 0 

I am infinitely oblig'd, ſaid the Gentleman, for your 
Advice and Freedom ; and am perſuaded young Men 
muſt not be ſent abroad without, Care and Caution. 
I will take the moſt juſt Meaſures Prudence can ſuggeſt, 
to keep my Son within the Bounds of Duty. 1 am 
wholly of your Opinion, that Virtue is the moſt ac- 
compliſhed Ornament of a Gentleman, that this alone 
renders him amiable iu this World, and happy in the 
next, l a 


DIA- 


The GENTLEMAN In/iruded. 289 


| DIALOGUE VI. 
. Of the Souls Immortality. 


FE Uſebius was invited in Chriſtmas by a Gentleman to 

an Entertainment. He found a great deal of Com- 
pany, who were reſolv'd to be merry; there were ſome 
ſober Gentlemen among them ; but then others were 
of the Town cut, Young G—damme's, that ſpoke ill, 
and liv'd worſe. They had plac'd their Reguiem in this 
World, and turn'd off all Thoughts of the other; and 
when Claret had warm'd the Head, Impiety broke out 
at the Tongue; their Heart ſat upon their Lips, and 
diſcover'd to the Company the Corruption that lurk'd 
within, and one might read the Secrets of their Souls 
in their Words. | were for the High-Church, 
others for the Low, and moſt for no Church. Their 
Faith was Faction and Intereſt, and Paſſion the ſole 
Motives of Credibility. 

A grave Gentleman thought it his Duty to rebuke 
the Inſolence of the daring Sa/moneans : Gentlemen, 
{aid he, this Diſcourſe neither ſuits with your Com- 
pany, nor your Profeſſion : It makes the very Soul of 
a Chriſtian ſhrink back, and leaves Nature in a kiud 
of Chill. If you take the Liberty to blaſpheme God, 
and play upon Religon, I muſt take the Freedom to 
defend both; to deſire you to leave the Subject, or the 
Room. For to be ſhort, theſe Sallies breed Diſguſt, 
they are Penance and Mortification to the Company. 
> God will call you to Account one Day; and if he 
> winks at your Impieties in this World, he will puniſh 
them in the other. 

One of the Blades (whom I call 4thymius) received 
the Correction with a Smile. If God, ſays he, vouch- 

ſafes to let me run my- Courſe ſmoothly in this World, 

I will venture his Anger in the next. For to be plain, I 

am of Mr. Dry4en's Opinion; Our Minds are perpetually 

3 avrought on by the Temperament of our Bodies, which makes 

\. } meJuſpeft they are nearer allied, than either aur Philiſa- 
3 phers or School Divines will allow them ta be. 
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* 


That 1s, reply'd the Gentleman, our Soul is indiſtinct 
from the Body: Or in plain Exgliſb, nothing but a Heap 
of organized Matter. This is a fine Scheme: The Sy- 
ſtem ala modo, raked out of the Aſhes of Hobbs and 
Pomponatius, and ſquared for the Latitude of Liberti. 
niſm ; that off Mortem nulla Voluptas, removes, rubs, 
and planes the Way of Liber; for when the Proſpect of 
another Life is ſhut up, Men may ſport without Re— 
ſtraint, and play without Remorſe; but this is to pre- 
tend to Wit, to con the Poets. 

Sir, ſaid Athymins, leſs of Exclamation, if you 
pleaſe, and more of Reaſon : Heat mult not decide the 
Queſtion, but Argument. I am not for implicit Faith, 
nor over-refigning to Authority; my way is to exa- 
mine before I aſſent, and to preſerve Reaſon in its juſt 
Liberties : Abſolute Submitſion keeps us in a kind of 
Minority ; it palls the Underſtanding, and expoſes us 
to Impoſture : Always to walk on Crutches is the way 
to loſe the Uſe of our Limbs, and to ſteer by ano- 
ther's Reaſon, to forfeit the Benefit of our own. 

Reaſon, anſwer'd Eu/ſebius, is an excellent thing ; 
but thoſe who bear the Charter by which they enjoy it, 
ſeem not over- fond of the Poſſeſſion; if your Soul be 
material, what becomes of this topping Prerogative ? 
Man muſt draw in his Figure, and herd with Beaſts: 
At moſt there will be no more Difference between them 
than between a Fox and a Beetle, or Scolch Cloth and 
Fine Holland; the Materials are the ſame, the Diſtinc- 
tion lies in the Fineneſs of the Contexture. 

I confeſs, reply'd 4thymius, I ſhould efteem myſelf 
happy were J unprovided of Reaſons that demonſtrate 
myfelr leſs than popular Errors make me; for after all, 
to turn Advocate againſt one's ſelf, to plead againſt our 

reateſt Prerogative, and diſpute one's ſelf out of a 
Pollibility of being happy in the next World, is the 
greateſt Misfortune that can befal a Man in this, but 
Truth muſt have place. I love to know my juſt Di- 
menſions, and as I ſcorn to 3 the leaſt Perfection 


that belongs to my Nature, ſo 1 will never uſurp thoſe 
that are foreign; I'll not mow great by Flattery, nor 
claim a Dignity ſupported by ignorance and va 
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ſion. If you can prove by Dint of Reaſon my Soul 
is immortal, I'll ſubmit to Demonſtration ; and you 
ſhall ſee by my Conduct I expect Heaven as the Re- 
compence of Virtue, and fear Hell as the Puniſhment 
of Vice. | | 
Under Favour, ſaid Euſebius, methinks your Opi- 
nion calls louder for Demonſtratior. than mine ; for if 
it prove falſe, you forfeit Heaven for the Miſtake, and 
muſt groan under all the Thorns of the Damned into 
the Bargain; whereas I ſhall go off with the Satiſ- 
faction of living like a Man, tho' I die like a Beaſt. 
And tho' I am not happy in the next World, I ſhall 
be out of the reach of Miſery. In fine, I bid fair for 
Heaven, tho' I fall ſhort of my Pretenſions. But how- 
ever, ſeeing you put me upon the Proof, I'll con- 
deſeend to your Defire ; yet though you promiſe to 
ſubmit to Evidence, I cannot be ſatisfied of the Per- 


formance. 


I ſuppoſe, Sir, you will take the Word of a Gentle- 
man, reply'd Athymius. 3 

The Word of a Gentleman, anſwered Euſebius, made 
of Soul and Body, goes as far with me as a Bond, but 
your Matter and Motion Gentlemens Credit ſinks low 
in my Eſteem ; for look ye, Sir, any little Accident 
from without may ruffe your preſent Situation, and 
jumble you into a new Set of Reſolutions ; jit may fluſh 
a new Train of Thoughts, and then adieu to the old : 
For Matter and Motions are bizarr Things; humour- 
ſome and capricious to Exceſs ; they are arbitrary and 
uncontroll'd ; you muſt will and nill as they pleaſe ; 
every new Impulſe flings' a new Figure, and wears off 
the old ; ſo that you are guided by Fate, and drove on 
by Chance in your Syſtem, and conſequently muſt be 
an Infidel, or a true Believer, an honeſt Man, or a 
Knave, in ſpite of your Teeth. Now I can no more 
truſt ſuch a Man than a Puppet: I will not venture a 
Croſs upon his Honour, nor hazard a ſingle Six-pence 


upon his Reputation; for who is not Maſter of him- 


ſelf, can be no Slave to his Word. | 
But for all that, ſaid Athymivs, my Word will go 2 
great Way, and my Neighbours look upon it as good a 

ecurity as a Mortgage, 
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believe you, anſwer'd Euſcbius; but this is an In- 
ſtance that tlioſe Neighbours are perſuaded your Soul is 
ſomething more than Matter, When they take your 
Word, nay, and yourſelf too when you give it; for 
who but Fools will truſt a Man that is moved by 
Charce, that is puſh'd on by Fate, and drawn by Ne- 
ceſſity : Thus' you ſee, Sir, you diſavow your Tenet 
when you act like a Man, which makes me ſuſpe& you 
only abet it, when you intend to play the Beaſt, and 


that your Diſeaſe lies more in the Heart than the Head. 


If you pleaſe, ſaid A4rhjmius, cut ſhort and come to 
the Point; Preambles take up Time, ard rid no 


Ground; but pray let us not ſteer within fight of Me- 


taphyſics, nor fall to capping of Syllogiſms. I am for 
plain Reaſon without Fard or Fucus, and it works more 
kindly in honeſt Engliſs, than in the barbarous Ergo- 
ti/ of the Schools. | | 

I am for you, reply'd Euſebius, and you ſhall hear 
thoſe Arguments that are more eaſily underſtood than 
confuted. Tell me then, 1s it better to be a Beaſt or 


a Man? | 

I T perceive, anſwer'd 4thymius, you are fallen into a 
fit of bantering ; the Queſtion is ſcandalous, and the 
very Compariſon is degrading to human Nature; he 


who prefers a Beaſt to Man, deſerves to be thrown 
among them. 1 q ier B20 bon elle 
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If the Soul be mortal, it's better to be a Bea/! than a 
| l 4 Han. ' | ö 


Tenet is no leſs falſe; 2 Attention to 
the Proof; nothing falls under Choice bat Good, 
and without doubt a greater Good is. preferable. to a 
leſs: Now Good and Happineſs: are ſynonymous, 
therefore a greater Happineſs is preferable to a leſs. 
Our preſent Diſpute falls therefore within this Compafs; 
whether a Beaſt in your Scheme of the Soul's Mortality 


Eucb. 7 OUR Anſwer is moſt true, but then your 


be more happy than a Man? I contend it is, and prove 


it thus. > ; 
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It's evident the Bodies of Beaſts are more robuſt than 
thoſe of Men, they are neither ſo ſenſible of Heat 
nor Cold; their Conſtitutions vary not with the Sea- 
ſons, nor change with the Barometer. Hence may 
Diſeaſes ſpare them, that aſſail us; they apprehend not 
their Pains before they come, nor remember them 
when paſt; they only groan under the preſent, and ſo 
their Dolors are momentary. _ * 

Beſides, their Pleaſures are more affecting than ours, 
and their Enjoyments more pure; they are purchaſed 
without Care, and loſt without Trouble; they are ne1- 
ther followed with Remorſe, nor waited on by Repen- 
tance ; they are not clap'd on the Rack by Jealouly, 
nor haunted by the Fury of. Ambition ; they are too 
N content to hope, and not miſerable enough to fear; 
N they know no more what it is to be greater than to be 
leſs, and therefore take no Meaſures to conſerve For- 
tune, or to better it. 4 

But poor Man lies open to the Aſſaults of a thouſand | 
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| Calamities that overlook Beaſts ; his Body is an Ho- 
ſpital-Gener..1 of all Diſeaſes, and he entertains them at 
he Expence of his Eaſe, and, in the End, of his Life 
too: But the Diſeaſes of his Mind are more numerous 
and more tormenting ; Hope drives one way, Deſpair 
another ; Solicitude diſcompoſes the Head, Jealouſy 
the Heart; Envy qualms, on his Bowels, Prodigality on 
his Purſe ;| he keeps no Mean either in Proſperity or 
Adverſity; that draws his Reaſon, this overſets his 
Patience; he is inſolent in one State, abject in the 
other ; ard that his Misfortunes may be without Re- 
medy as well as without Bounds, he calls back paſt 
Miſcarriages to torment himſelf again, and conjures up 
the Ghoſts of his departed Pleaſures to transform them 
into Furies ; and when he can diſcover in the future no 
13 real Objects of Diſguſts, his Imagination creates them. 
Bi He ſprings Chimeras, and trembles at Monſters that 
0 have no Being but in Fancy ; yet though they are 
; fictitious, his mo are real, and by conſequence his 

; Miſery. 
1 Indeed he is not without Pleaſures, becauſe not with- 
_ out Senſe ; but then they are ſeaſon'd with ſo many bit- 
- ter Ingredients, that they rather diſguſt than delio ht, 
| | O 3 What 
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What ſhall T ſay of thoſe brutiſh Tranſports of Lewd- 
neſs, that hate the Sun, and range about in Shades and 
Obſcurity ? Of thoſe Obſcenities that make up here 
the Mahometical Elyſium of Libertines, and in good 
time will throw them into the real Hell of the Chri- 
ſtians. In this Point the Advantage ſtands for the 
Beaſts; their Paſſion is as keen, their Senſe as acute 
as Man's; and, by conſequence, their Senſation 
as affecting; but then their Pleaſure is not daſh'd with 
Shame, nor bought at the Expence of Honour or Con- 
ſcience ; they contrive no Plots to ſteal Satisfaction, 
no Intrigues to conceal it; it ends without Regret, 
without Remharle, and never ſtabs at parting. But 
Fear always ſucceeds Man's criminal Pleaſures, and 
even the Atheiſt that laughs at Hell, is at the ſame time 
forc'd to tremble at it. If therefore the Pleaſures of 
Beaſts are at leaſt equal, and Troubles leſs, we may 
juſtly conclude, even in this Point, they are more happy. 

It's true, neither Beaſts nor Men have found a Recipe 
againſt Death, but then they march off without Con- 
cern, and receive the Blow without Reluctancy, be- 


- cauſe without Knowledge; but this parting Pang 


hangs cruelly in our Heads, and ſometimes dies them 
grey before the Age of Twenty. For after all, it's an 
unpleaſant Reflection, that we muſt ſink into a State 
of infignificancy, and become cumberſome to ourſelves, 
and unacceptable to others ; that we muſt grow leſs and 
leſs, and fall away by Inches. In fine, that — we' 
nurſe up continually the Decays of Nature, Death 
will be too hard for Doctors and 1 and tear us 
from the Enjoyments of all thoſe ſenſual Objects, in 
which we place our Requiem. So that I muſt conclude, 
that ſeeing Beaſts, in your Suppoſition, are more 
happy than Men, it's better to be a Beaſt than a Man. 

"The Conſequence is ſhameful, beyond Scandal, and 
a Man muſt be 


weary or ignorant of the Dignity of 


his Nature to admit it. What, does the Happineſs of 
a Horſe deſerve Envy? Is the Puniſhment of Nebu- 
chagnezzar become an Ornament to the whole Species? 
guch a Creature ſhould be thrown below his Kind, and 
condemned to wander on the Mountains with Bears and 


Athym. 


Lions, 
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Athym. You have held forth with much Emphaſis 
apon the Happineſs of Beaſts, and Calamities of Man ; 
but you flag in your Inference: For who would chuſe 
rather to be a Stone, than the moſt wretched Man that 
ever breathed ? Yet thoſe brave Ages are out of reach 
of Fits of the Gout, and uncapable to receive uneaſy 
Impreſſions. 

Euſeb. Were I ſure my Soul was mortal, I inould 
chuſe rather to remain in a State of Nothing, than to 
be miſerable ; for I can't underſtand why Being is bet- 
ter than not Being ; only becauſe in one State we have 
agreeable Senſations, and none in the other ; and I 
declare that Exiſtence without Pleaſure here, or here- 
after, is no Favour, and with Torment a Burthen ; and 
were I ſure never to be pleaſed, I ſhould with myſelf 
into Nothing, and pray for Annihilation : For to main- 
tain that a miſerable Being 13 preferable to no Being, 
or no ſenſible Being, is the wildeſt Theſis that Folly 
can abet, and I believe the braveſt Champions of this 
ſtrange Paradox may be racked, or even baltinado'd 
out of the Error. 

Athym. Suppoſing Beaſts equal Men in the Percep- 
tion of agreeable Senfations, are leſs ſubject to unplea- 
ſing ones, yet they are void of Reaſon. This Ad- 
vantage is proper to Man, and, I muſt tell you, one 
Grain of Science weighs more than a Tun of feniual 
Satisfaction; this diſcovers the Beauty of Virtue, and 
the Deformity of Vice, and throws before the Will a 
thouſand Reaſons to embrace that, and hate this: A 
virtuous Man, tho” miſerable, walks in a higher Sphere, 
than the moſt happy Beaſt. Who would not charge up 
to a Cannon's Mouth for a good Cauſe, and rather ex- 
poſe his Life than deſert Juſtice? I would rather give 
up my Body to a Tyrant, than betray a Friend, and 
die Innocent, than live a Traytor : It's worth coming 
into the Word to virtuouily out of it. A Man 
whoſe Virtue will bear the Trial of Pain, without 
{hrinking upon the Torture, is more happy than a De- 
bauchee upon the Throne. Suffering renders not a 
Man bad, or unhappy, but the Cauſe; Reaſon pro- 
nounces the Tyrant miſerable that murthers Innocence, 
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not the Hero that dies for it. Seeing therefore Beaſls 
are below thoſe noble Qualities, Wiſdom and Virtue, 
F muſt.cenclude, that the moſt wretched Man is more 
happy, than the moſt fortunate Beaſt ; and therefore 
it's better to be a Man than a Beaft, 

Euſeb. You harangue upon the Excellence of Science 
like a Peripatetic, and huff upon Virtue like a Stoic : 
I never read Seneca de contemrenda Morte, but, methinks, 
I hear a Coach and Six rattle in the Street; they both 
make a majeſtic Noiſe, and almoſt fright and pleaſe at 
the ſame Time. 32 

Science, no doubt, is a fine Thing, and Virtue a 
better; but if we ſuppoſe no future State, their Price 
muſt fall, and the Purchaſe of both will never pay the 
Charges of a hundred ObjeRs that fall within the Sphere 
of our Knowledge; few pleaſe us, many are indiffe- 
rent, and moſt torment us. Is it fo diverting an En- 
tertainment to reflect, that Friends betray me, and 
Enemies perſecute me ? That wiſe Men ſcorn, and 
Euffoons burleſque me? Were we void of Knowledge, 
how ſhould we languiſh under Hope, or fret under De- 
tire? How ſhould we lie open to the Aſſaults of Fear, or 
groan under the Pangs of Deſpair ? It's certain, in 
your Scheme, this. mighty Prerogative would rather 
deſerve the Name of a Curſe, than of a Bleſſing; for 
though it made us greater, it would render us more 
unhappy. | 

Courage. Fidelity, and Virtue are great Advantages, 
even upon the Rack, in Suppoſition of the Soul's Im- 


mortality, and Innocence in Flames is preferable to 


Guilt in Power and Pleaſure ; for this leads us to an 
eternal Miſery, and thoſe to everlaſting Happineſs ; 
for certainly, that Creature is far removed from a State 
of Happineſs, that muſt account for a criminal Satiſ- 
ſaction in Fire and Brimſtone ; and he deſerves not the 
Name of miſerable, who paſſes through a ſhort-liv'd 
Martyrdom into a perpetual Refreſhment. _ 

But then, if our Souls ſink into nothing, when our 
Bodies fall into the Grave, Vice has all the Advantage 
over Virtue ; for that brings preſent Pleaſure, this Pain ; 
and then in the other World, the one fears no Puniſh- 


ment; and the other expects no Reward, So that 6 
ther 
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ther Knowledge, nor the Practice of Virtue, add a 
Grain of Happineſs to Man, if his Soul be mortal. 

But, why do we talk of Virtue ? It's a Chimera in 
your Hypotheſis ; you deſtroy not only the Thing, but 
the very. Powers of it. Can Choice ſpring from Fate, 
or Virtue from Neceſſity ; how can we be Maſters of 
our Actions, when we are not of our Souls? And if 
theſe are nothing but a Mixture of Matter and Motion, 
where is Liberty to act or not act, and by conſe- 
quence Virtue ? For who deſerves Blame for what he 
could not avoid, or Praiſe for following the Impulſe of 
Neceſſity. | hy | 

Athym. You may flourih on the Happineſs of 
Beaſts, and the Miſeries of Man, till Doom's-day, 
but 7 will never perſuade me to truck Nature with 
an Als. | 

Euſeb. For all that, Sir, Men of your Principles 
generally make good Progreſs in the Art of Transfar- 
mation. I knew ſome at Twenty, that became Cen- 
taurs, half Beaſts, half Man. Reaſon declared them 
Men, the Abuſes of it Aſſes; Intemperance Swine, - 
and Lewdneſs Goats or Baboons. 

Athym. Reaſon ends when Raillery begins. You 
have drain'd the Subject, for I perceive Senſe runs low, 
let us ſtart another Argument. 


The Second Proof. 

Eu/eb. If Man's Soul be mortal, his annum bo- 
num muſt conſiſt in the Pleaſures of the Body, in the 
Satisfaction of the Senſes : For ſeeing his Nature is 
wholly material, like that of Beaſts, Ris End cannot 
be different. Whence it follows, that as Man's Hap- 

ineſs and Perfection riſe with his Brutality ; and that 

e fits in the Height of his Greatneſs, when he ap- 
pears as little as Lewdneſs can make him: The Reaſon 
is, becauſe every thing is in the full State of its Per- 
fection, when united to its laſt End; then its Capa- 
Cities are filled, and this Society lays aſleep both the 
Unquietneſs of Deſire, and the tormenting Impreſſions 
of Hope or Fear, If therefore the Pleaſures of Senſe 
are Man's ultimate Happineſs, the more he indulges, 

| 0 ; Wii = 


— — et 


' 
' 
| | 


wy E K 


* — — — — my 


298 The GENTLEMAN Inflruded. 
the more happy he is, and more perfect. Wherefore 
our King and Parliament ſhould call in all thoſe Laws, 
that diſcountenance Vice, and fine Lewdneſs. It was 
an Act of Injuſtice to make 'em, and is of Cruelty to 
execute 'em ; they ſcare Men from their Duty, and 
fright them from their /ummum bonum; they ſtigmatize 
thoſe Actions with Shame that deſerve Applauſe, and 
canonize Sobriety and Self-denial, with ſuch as call for 
Infamy ; for certainly it's laudable to proſecute our 
lat End with the utmoſt Care and Diligence ; for this 
we came into the World; the Purſuit of it is our 
Duty, and it's Profeſſion the Top of our Felicity; 
therefore Rapes, Adulteries, Inceſts, and all thoſe 
Pleaſures that ſmooth the Organ, and oblige the Body, 
are exempt from Prohibition ; they have nothing ill 
but what 1s thrown on 'em by Prejudice, Education, 
OY © 1 
But this is not all, for Reaſon tells me, my ſovereign 
Good is preferable to all others, and that I may comply 
with any Means to purchaſe it : If therefore it be 
placed in the ſenſual Operations of this Life, to con- 
hy it, I may ſwear pro and con, blaſpheme God's 
oodneſs, and abjure his Being. I may ſheer off 
from one Religion to another, profeſs all, and believe 
none, to fence againſt Death. Muſt not that Doctrine 
be monſtrous it itſelf, that is ſo flamingly impious in 
its Conſequences ? It's a Spawn of Hell; I wonder it 
infects not the Air, and turns all into Plague and 
Poiſon. ey es | 
_ Athym. Under Favour, theſe Inferences flow from 
Miſtake, not from the Mortality of the Soul. 
__ Eujeb. From Miſlake ! if the Soul be material, 
muſt not its fupreme Felicity conſiſt in the Fruition of 
ſome temporal, ſome ſenſual Object? 
 Athym. Some Philoſophers are of this Opinion. 
 Fuſeb. It is therefore Iawful to poſtpone any in- 
ferior Good to the ſupreme, to hazard all Acceflaries, 
to enſure the Principal. | | | 
Athym. What then ? EE 
Euſeb. Why, I ey at any rate conſerve Life, if 
in Danger; for this is the Baſis,” the „ of 
: PETS appl- 
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Happineſs ; ſo that if a Tyrant commands me to deny 
God, with a Piſtol in one Hand, and a Sword in the 
other, J may comply without Offence to my Maker, 
or Scandal to my Neighbour ; and then your Crimes 
minoruim geulium, upon the ſame Account, muſt ſtand for 
Virtue. 

Athym. You miſrepreſent my Doctrine, and ex- 
poſe it in ſo monſtrous a Dreſs, to halloo in the Rabble 
upon me. I tell you therefore once more, 'tis more 
noble to die a Man, than to live an Impoſtor : For, as 
I faid, Man's ultimate Felicity conſiſts in the Practice 
of Virtue, and his Miſery in the Exerciſe of Vice : 
Now in the forementioned Circumſtances, we muſt give 
up our Carcaſs to Fire and Faggot, rather than ſecure 
it by a Crime; for of two Evils, Reaſon tells me, I 
muſt chuſe the leaſt ; now it's a leſs to reſign Life, 
than to forfeit our Happineſs, that conſiſts in Virtue, 
by Thefts, Murthers, or Adulteries. | 

Euſeb. No more of Virtue as you love Senſe ; in 
your Scheme, it's nothing but Sound and Viſion. 

Athym. Though the Soul be mortal, ſome Actions 
may, I preſume, conform to the Dictates of right 
Reaſon, and others deform. 

Euyſeb. To the Dictates of Divine Reaſon, but not 
to Man's ; for Reaſon in your Hypotheſis muſt be filed 
off the Lift of our Prerogatives : This glorious Quality 
ſinks into bare Inſtint, and nothing claſhes with any 
innate Principle that obliges Senſe. 

Beſides, though ſome Actions were deform, and 
others conform to right Reaſon ; yet thoſe could not be 
worthy of Blame, nor theſe of Praiſe, becauſe an 
Agent compounded of Matter and Motion acts by 
Impu'ſe and Neceflity, and by Conſequence can neither 
practiſe Virtue nor Vice. 

But ſuppoſing him capable of Virtue, yet we ſhall 
find it a leſs Evil to deſert Virtue, than to die 
in its Defence ; for if the Soul be mortal, Death is 
deſtitute of the very Appearance of Good; it ſtrips a 
Man not only of Happineſs, bat of the very Hope of 
— 3 Misfortune, for it throws him into a 
State of Nothing. Now Sin, in your Theology, cor- 

rect. 
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rects the Evil with ſome Grains of Good]; it preſerves 
Life, the Baſis of Happineſs, and tho' it ſtops the 
Stream of Felicity you place in Virtue, it does not 
drain it; he may riſe after his Fall, and ſo recover his 
loſt Happineſs : Death therefore being the greateſt Evil, 
he may purchaſe the Continuation of Life at the Ex- 
pence of Honour, Honeſty, and Conſcience. 

- Athym. Death, for the Defence of Virtue, has no- 
thing evil but Fancy; bear off the ghaſtly Vizours, 
and you will diſcover nothing but Charms : Can Ima- 
gination frame a Sight more raviſhing than a Hero 
that.declares for Virtue on the Scaffold, that dares be 
honeſt in ſpite of Torments? Such a noble Cauſe 
melts an expiring brave Soul into Tranſport and Ex- 
taſy ; it overſets his Faculties with Pleaſure, and drowns 
them in an Ocean of Delight: To ſoar above the com- 
mon Impreſſions of Fear is a noble Flight, and to laugh 
in the Face of Torments, a beautifying Piece of 
Courage. | 

Euſeb. For all that, you will give me leave to tell 

you, I admire more your Martyr's Stupidity, than his 
Bravery ; and I am apt to believe, he would reſign you 
all his Pleaſure, if you would take his Pain into the 
Bargain. But ſuppoſe he overflows with Delight in 
this critical Moment, he flaſhes into nothing the next. 
What Porportion therefore is there between the loſs of 
Life that is eternal, and the Satisfaction of a Mo- 
ment ? If therefore the Soul be mortal, Vice, with 
Pleaſure, is preferable to Virtue without Reward, and 
by Conſequence your Hero dies rather worthy of Pity 
than Applauſe ; becauſe he chuſes Death void of all 
Good, before Life the Baſis of all Happineſs, and fo 
croſſes manifeſtly upon that Statute, by which the 
preſent Controverſy is tried. Of two Evils the less is 
4% be choſen. , 
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DINO UE MM 
If Man's Soul be mortal, he has ns laſt End. 


gan pores Arguments ab ab/urdo, are ill fea- 
tured, they raiſe more Duſt than Light, 
and rather puzzle than convince ; give me a direct 
Proof that the Soul is immaterial, and I fling up the 
Cauſe. | 

Euſeb. Abſurdities are the Spawn of Falſhood, not 
of Truth; and when the Sequel is abſurd, the Theſis 
cannot be reaſonable ; if therefore a Conſequence of 
the Soul's Mortality cut upon the known Truth, the 
Tenet itſelf muſt be erroneous. Theſe Arguments 
then are well complexioned, and fit for the Poſt I 
aſſign them; they ſpring Evidence, and fluſh Con- 
viction; Obſtinacy may. withſtand them, but Reaſon 
cannot: However, give me leave to explain another 
Inference of your Opinion, and then I will come to 
thoſe Proofs you call for. | 

Surely, you are not ſo great a Stranger to your own 
Deſires, as not to feel an Inclination to be happy; this 
Paſſion is hereditary to the whole Species; it accom- 
panies us in all Stations, and even to the Death- bed, 
when all other Appetites either ſleep or expire, this 
grows more keen and ravenous: Now, why has Na- 
ture ſtampt on our Souls ſuch a longing after Happi- 
neſs? Why has it inflamed us with ſo fond a Paſſion, 
that we court it under a thouſand Diſguiſes? Why has 
it equip'd us for Conqueſt, if Victory be impoflible ? 
Certainly at our Creation, God never intended to treat 
us like April Fools, by ſending us on Adventures 
that muſt end, not only in Diſappointment, but Af. 
fliction. 

All Philoſophers take it for a Po/tulatum, that Natura 
nil agit fruſtra ; if therefore Nature never acts in vain, 
the carking Defire of Happineſs that haunts us from 
the Cradle to the Coffin, may be ſatiated by the Frui- 
tion of ſome Object. I ſay ſatiated, for Happineſs 
cannot be compleat whilſt we deſire what. we do not 
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poſſeſs, or fear to be diſcarded of what we enjoy; for 
Deſire implies Want in the very Notion, and Fear a Poſ- 
ſibility of Want, and both ſuppoſe Uneaſineſs and 
Diſſatisfaction, and by Conſequence exclude Felicity. 

Now it's evident, that nothing in this World is able 
to ſatiate the Heart of Man, the Poſfeſſion never 
anſwers Expectation; the moſt promiſing Enjoyments 
languiſh upon Experience, and ſleep upon the Senſes ; 
we rowt from*the Poſſeſſion of one Object, to the De- 
fire of another; diſſatisfied in all States, content in 
none, Alexander the Great could never put any Bounds 
to his Ambition, though he did to his Conqueſts ; 
his Defires widen'd with his Dominions, and when he 
had almoſt conquered one World, his Pride would 
have attempted the Conqueſt of a Thouſand ; the pro- 
digious Treaſures of the Ea could not ſtop his Ava- 
rice; his Wiſhes were as prodigal as his Largeſfes : So 
that his Want ran higher than his Revenue, though he 
had ten Millions of Talents, he poſſeſs d nothing, be- 
cauſe he deſired more; his Pleaſures of Senſe kept 
pace with thoſe of his Power ; yet, after all he was 
not happy, becauſe diſſatisfied. 

Now if mighty Princes who walk on Crowns, and 
tread on Silver, who have Power to command Plea- 
ſares, and a Fund to ſupport them, feel the Points of 
Thorns on Beds of Roſes, the Pangs of Want in the 
Arms of Plenty, Croſſes in Succeſs, and Diſappoint- 
ment in their moſt fortunate Enterprizes, muſt we not 

ronounce them miſerable in the very height of their 
Felicity ? And if it can be found neither in Empire, 
Riches, nor Senſuality, nor in all together, muſt we 
not conclude Man's ſummum bonum dwells in a ſuperior 
Region ; and that we muſt leave this World before we 
can enter upon the Poſſeſſion of it? 

In a word, the Deſire of Happineſs is ingrafted in 
our Nature, it may therefore be attained, becauſe it's 
impoſſible Men ſhould be born with a natural Ten- 
dency to a Chimera; there is no meeting it in this 
World, therefore we muft expect it in the other; our 
Souls therefore ſurvive our Bodies, and if for one Mo- 
ment, they muſt remain eternally ; for without this — 
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petual Duration there can be no Content, becauſe no 
Security. 

Athym. I own Philoſophers have been at a Plunge 
to aſſign this ſummum bonum of Man: Some have ſeated 
it on the Pinacle of Honour; others have placed it in 
the Pleaſures of the Body; but the firſt is too thin, too 
airy, and too precarious- to ſatiate a reaſonable Soul; 
and the ſecond too brutal. I am inclined to fix it with 
Ariſtotle, in the Satisfaction of our moſt noble Faculty, 
that has no Dependence on Fortune, nor lies within the 
Reach of Caſualties: Now it's agreed on all Sides, 
that nothing comes up to the Underſtanding, there- 
fore our Felicity muſt conſiſt in the Satisfaction of this 
glorious Faculty. | 

Euſeb. But where ſhall we chop upon this beatifying 
Object? 

Athym. The ſtately Machine of the World will fur- 
niſh us a large Profpe& of Contemplation and Plea- 
ſures. T can never contemplate the Beauty of the Fir- 
mament, the fine Subordination of the celeſtial Orbs, 
their variovs yet regular Circumvolations, but I find 
myſelf in Rapture and Extaſy. Sometimes I dive into. 
Cauſes, and conſtrue Virgil by Experience, Felix qui 
potuit rerum cognoſcere cauſas: When my Underſtanding 
is poſed, I ſtep over the Difficulty, and am even 
charm'd with my Ignorance ; for a nonplut has its Sa- 
tisfaction, and there is a Charm in knowing we are 
ignorant of ſomething. 

Euyſeb. This Contemplation is indeed a handſome Di- 
verſion, but a lean Felicity ; and I am apt to think it's 
far more capable to puzzle than to content ; for alas, 
we ſurvey thoſe Objects that are at hand through Miſts, 
and thoſe that are remote through falſe Proſpectives: 
So that our Ignorance extends wider than our Know- 
ledge, and our Intelle& is rather harraſs'd with Doubts, 
— alarm'd with Suſpicions, than regal'd with ſtaunch 
Demonſtration. Now I ſuppoſe Ignorance rather frets 
the Underſtanding than ſatiates it; Doubts rack it, and 
Suſpicions clap it on the Torture: How then can this 
fine Contemplation you talk of lay aſleep all our De- 
fres, and place us in a State of Repoſe ? i 

at 
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But 2%, If Hunger ravage my Stomach, and Pe- 
nury my Purſe; if I tug at an Oar, will Contempla- 
tion filence Appetite? or fill my Purſe ? or knock off 
my Chains? Alas, Sir, theſe Miſeries fit hard upon a 
Man in ſpite of Speculation, and muſt be removed by 
ſome more effectual Means than Knowledge. 

3a ly), All the World cannot whip and ſpur for Ox- 
ford and Cambridge ; ſome have no Wit for Studies, 
ſome no Inclination, and others no Leiſure; Clowns 
find upon Experiment, that Action turns to better Ac- 
count than Speculation, and you will never perſuade 
them to truck the Spade for A4r:fotle or Archimedes. 

Again, Women, I ſuppoſe, may lay ſome Claim to 
Happineſs as well as Men; muſt they alſo leave the 
Diſtaff to con Plato, and contemplate - Nature, whilſt 
they ſhould make Bone-lace ? I always ſuppos'd the ſu- 
preme Felicity of every Individual was the ſame with 
that of the whole Species; but no, it varies with Con- 
ſtitutions and Employments; and you treat the Sex in 
England with as little Ceremony as the Bonzzes in Japan, 
who diſcard them of all Title to Happineſs ; but this is 
to poſtpone the Scripture to Pomponatius ; to rely more 
on the Reveries of an atheiſtical Pedant, than on the 
Authority of Je sus CHRIsT. 
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DIALOGUE X. 


The Soul is immaterial, 


Euſeb. O U called for direct Proofs of the Imma- 
: tenality, I muſt comply with your Deſire. 


| | L | 
Man is a free Agent, and by Conſequence his Soul 
draws not its Origin from Matter. Sure you will not 
oblige me to prove a thing ſo clear, ſo evident. We 
experience this Liberty in our Actions ; we may con- 
tinue the preſent Diſcourſe or interrupt it, I am not 
neceſſitated to ſpeak, nor you to hear me. Upon this 
| he: Perſuaſion 


| 
. 
: 
. 
| 
4 
: 
ö 
N 
: 
. 
* 
* 
N 


— oc 


S 2 py =” — . 


| 
L 
| 
E | 
* 
: 


TT Ee Sond CE Mas. ne TY 


| 
15 
' 
{ 


The GENTLEMAN Jftrudted. 305 


Perſuaſion of Freedom, Commerce is carried on, and 
Government founded : Who would truſt a Neighbour, 
were he not; perſuaded Honeſty were in his | 
And why ſhould a Murtherer leave his Life on a Gibbet, 
if the Crime was unavoidable : In fine, why do all 
Commonwealths difcourage Vice by. Puniſhments, and 
encourage Virtue by Rewards, but upon this univerſal 
Perſuaſion that Man is a free Agent? This being pre- 
miſed, I'argue thus. | 

Liberty is a Power to act and not act, when all things 
pre-required for Aclion are ready; for no Creature can be 
conceived free that 1s antecedently determined to one 
fide of a Contradiction. Now if there be a Power in 
Man, that can ſuſpend an Action, when all Things pre- 
required are preſent, its Action depends not upon 
any Diſpoſition either in the Object or Organ; and by 
Conſequence, it muſt be independent of Matter; but 
if the Action be independent, the Power itſelf muſt be 
ſo alſo ; for no Operation can be more perfe& that 
its Cauſe. 
If you ſay the Will is not determined by itſelf, but 
by the Charms of ſome apparent Good, or ſome mate- 
rial Diſpoſitions in or without the Organ, you over- 
throw the very Notion of Liberty ; for then it can no 
more abſtain from Action, than the Eye, when all 
things neceſſary ſor Viſion are preſent. Seeing there- 
fore Man is ſuppoſed free, and that Freedom is incom- 
patible with a Determination that proceeds from any 
previous Diſpoſition in Matter, yet we muſt conclude it 
determines itſelf, and 2 — is independent 
of Matter, z. e. immaterial. | 

To expoſe this Truth in a greater Light, do we not 
ſometimes mortify the Inclinations of Fleſh, and hold 
in the Tendency of Appetite ? How many tie up their 
Bodies to Chaltity in ſpite of Solicitations ? Suppreſs 
the Sallies of Intemperance by Abſtinence, and of 
Drunkenneſs by Sobriety ? Now if the Soul depends 
on the Body, it cannot baulk its Inclinations: Can a 
Horſe reſtrain Appetite when he ſtands at a full Manger, 
and faſt in the Preſence of Provender ? Alas, poor 


Creatures, their Souls and Bodies are made of the om 
Stuff; 
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Stuff; and ſo thoſe have no Superiority, nor Juriſdiction 
over theſe : In all their Flights and Purſuits they follow 
the Direction of Senſe ; whatever glides ſmoothly upon 
the Organ, the Soul-embraces, and whatever grates 
upon it raifes its Averſion. | | 

What material Diſpoſition could force St. Laurence 
rather to broil on a Gridiron, than to apoſtatize from 
his Religion? They all banded againſt his Reſolution ; 
Senſe perſuaded him to relent, and his Body ſunk under 

the Violence of Torments ; yet his great Soul was deaf 
to the Clamours of Senſe ; it ſacrificed the Body to 
conſerve its Innocence, You may as ſoon perſuade me 
that Ice can burn, and Fire freeze, as that a material 
Principle can thus act contrary to the Diſpoſitions of 
Matter ; but St. Laurence did, and thouſands befides ; 
therefore there is in Man a Principle that determines 
itſelf, and conſequently independent of Matter. 


If the Soul be material, all Pleaſure muſt be con- 
veyed unto it by the Channel of ſome Senſe ; no agree- 
able Perception can come at it, but by the Mediation 
of corporeal Organs ; but the Soul is capable of De- 
light, that has no Influence on Senſe, that rehdes 
wholly in the Underſtanding ; thus the Diſcovery of a 
Truth diſtracted Archimedes, and he demonſtrated him- 
ſelf almoſt out of his Wits ; he was not able to bear 
the Impreſſion of Joy, bat overſet with the affecting 
Charms of his caſual Diſcovery, he leap'd out of the 
Bath, and ran naked though the Streets, without any 
Regard to Age or Decency. | 

Now, what plunged this Mathematician's Soul into 
ſuch an Ocean of Delight ? Nothing but a new found 
Truth, ſo preper to the Underſtanding, that no Senſe 
could pretend any Share in it ; it came not within the 
Reach of the Eye or Smell, it was too airy to be 
fingered ;' and I believe a thouſand Demonſtrations, 
though never ſo high-ſeaſoned, would prove a meagre 
Regale to the Palate. Seeing therefore a material Soul 
can receive no agreeable Senſation, but from an Im- 
preſſion ſtamp'd on ſome Senſe ; and that the * 
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of Archimedes was not the Obje@ of any Senſe, we muſt 
conclude it reſided in the Soul, without Dependence on 
any Senſe, and by Conſequence that his Soul was im- 
material. 

Athym. They are a pack of hackney Arguments, and 
ſent upon all Expeditions ; they are a kind of enfans 
perdue, expoſed in every Rencounter ; but after all, 
they are more fit for Appearance than Service. I have 
not Time at preſent to diſcover a Weakneſs; in the 
mean Time, ſuppoſing the Soul immaterial, why muſt 
it be immortal ? 

Euſeb. The Arguments I propoſe are ordinary in- 
deed, and lie in every Man's Way, but they are not 
leſs concluding, becauſe obvious; all may underſtand 
them, but no Libertine can anſwer them. You aſk me 


why, from Immateriality, I infer Immortality ? Give 
me leave to put this Queſtion ; Is the Maſs of Matter, 


that makes up the World, naturally eternal ? 
Athym. Yes. | 
Eyſeb. Can you prove it ? 
Athym. Philoſophers, if I am not miſtaken, prove it 


thus; God as Author of Nature never withdraws his 


Hand from any Creature but at the Exigence of ſome 
contrary Agent. Now Matter has no Contrary ; alt 
the operative 1 in Nature reſide in Matter, and 
though they fall out among themſelves, it enters not 
into the Quarrel, bending to neither ſide, it's a Friend 
to all. In fine, being the common Subje& of Con- 
traries, it can be oppoſite to none, and there lies out 
of the reach of Corruption. 

Euſeb. I receive your Reaſon, but then it anſwers 
your Query; for if the Soul be immaterial, it muſt be 
ſpiritual ; there is no Mean between theſe two Ex- 
tremes. It cannot be an Accident: For it's agreed on 
all Hands, that Man is a ſubſtantial Compound; 
therefore the moſt noble Ingredient muſt be a Subſtance. 
Such is his Soul, without doubt, for this entitles him 
to Reaſon, and ſeats him above'the Herd. The Soul 
therefore is a ſpiritual Subſtance, that is, a Spirit: 
Now, no material Agent can a& upon a Spirit, be- 
cauſe it can have no Oppoſition to it; therefore, ſeeing 

RS nothing 


The GENTLEMAN Iaſtructed. 30 


* 


— — 


308 The GENTLEMAN Iaſtructed. 


nothing in Nature requires its Deſtruction, it naturally 
requires to exiſt as well as Matter. 
Indeed, as God gave it a Being, ſo he can at Plea- 


ſure recal the Gift; but then he muſt act as Sovereign, 
not as Author of Nature; for in this Quality he never 


withdraws his conſerving Influence, but at the Ex1- 
gence of ſome contrary . now the Soul having 
no Contrary, God as the Author of Nature muſt con- 
ſerve it eternally. 

Atm. Your Arguments, though obvious, make, I 
confeſs, ſome Impreſſion, and though they do not 
convince, at leaſt, they perſuade, but the Reſem- 
blance between Men and Beaſts hangs cruelly in my 
Head; they are ſo like, that methinks, they muſt be 
made of the ſame Ingredients : Their Species is pro- 
pagated by Generation, they grow up by Degrees, 
and receive Nouriſhment and Increaſe from Meat and 
Drink ; ill Uſage heats their Paſſions, Kindneſs cools 
'em ; they hear, ſee, ſmell, and taſte, and regolate 
their Actions by the Senſes ; they lie open to Diſeaſes, 
and at laſt fink under Age or Malady ; is not this an 
exact Picture of Man? Does he not make as ignoble 
an Entrance into the World, and as ſhameful an Exit, 
as the vileſt Inſet? He rolls in Ordure nine Months, 
and then ſalutes the Light with Tears and Clamours ; 
he begs a Livelihood of all Creatures, and courts the 
very Beaſt for Suſtenance and Clothing; Pathons 
grow upon him with Years, Age inſtils Vigour, and 

alice ſets them on Fire; his Brutality vies with that 
of Bears ; and his Cruelty out-runs the rage of Lions ; 
he is furniſh'd with Senſes as well as they, and gives 
himſelf over to their Direction: If Beaſts langaith 
under Diſeaſes, is Man exempt from the Inconveni- 
ence? They both ſtruggle with Diſtempers, diſpute 
their Poſt, and then ſurrender to Death, and what re- 
mains but breathleſs Carcaſes. Alexander and Buce- 
phalus lie on the ſame Level, the Duſt of the Emperor 
has no Privilege above that of the Horſe. N 
therefore Beaſts are mortal, why muſt we inveſt Man wi 


Immortality ? A Reſemblance ot Operations ſuppoſes 
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a Likeneſs of Principles; and when the Effects are 
equal, it's againſt Reaſon to make the Cauſes unequal. 

Zuſeb. In the firſt Place, your Argument proves as 
ſtrongly the Immortality of Beaſts Souls, at the Mor- 
tality of Man's. 

Athym. Nay, then I'll forſwear diſputing. 

Euſeb. Would all Gentlemen take the ſame Reſo- 
lution, Religion would be more regarded among us, 
and the Civil Government leſs divided; for whoſoever 
diſputes Articles of Faith, believes none ; and it's a 
general Remark, that thoſe who eternally enter upon 
Controverſy, give more Evidence of Infidelity than 
Wit: This is, if I am not miſtaken, your Argument; 
there is a moſt perfect Reſemblance between Men and 
Beaſts ; both as to the Neceſſity of Dying, and to all 
the apparent Sequels of Death ; but Beaſts die intirely, 
therefore Men die intirely. 

Athym. It is. 

Euſeb. Let us now turn the Tables; There is a moſt 
perfett Reſemblance between Men and Beaſts, both as to 
the Neceſſity of Dying, and to all the apparent Sequels. of 
Death; but Men die not intirely, therefore Beals die not 
intirely. : | 

Athym. Under Favour, you obtrude a wretched So- 
phiſm for a ſtaunch Reaſon ; my Argument ſtands upon 
an avow'd Principle, whilft yours ſuppoſes the Queſtion 
we contend for : It's agreed on both ſides, the Souls of 
Beaſts are mortal; if therefore there appear an exact 
Conformity between them and Men, in the whole Se- 
ries of their Life, and Sequel of their Death, I may 
very philoſophically infer Mens Souls are mortal, ſee- 
ing we both agree thoſe of Beaſts are; but you cannot 
conclude the Immortality of Beaſts Souls from that 
of Men, for this lies under Debate; we are in queſt of 
this Prerogative, and cannot determine whether Man 
owes his Claim to Nature, or Flattery, or Viſion : 
The Conſequence therefore drawn from one conteſted 
Antecedent 1s illegal ; it neither helps the Opponent, 
nor foils the Defendant. 

Euſeb. The Queſtion is not what I believe, but 


what you can reaſonably conclude preciſely from the 
3 Reſem- 
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Reſemblance between Men and Beaſts. I ſay, you can 
no more infer the Mortality of human Souls, than the 
Immortality of thoſe of Beaſts. We ſee the one and 
the other die, but the Senſe is unable to bring any 
News of the Soul, though you ſend them on dies. 
ries : If you venture upon a Diſſection of their Bodies, 
ou may come at the Diſtemper that carried them off : 
ut you will meet with no Symptoms of Mortality 
or Immortality; your Argument has no Advantage 
over mine. 

But I acknowledge, ſay you, that the Souls of 
Beaſts are mortal; but then remember, I believe thoſe 
of Men to be immortal. If therefore you . abandon 
the Reſemblance, and caſt the Cauſe upon my Autho- 
Tity ; rely upon it, in one Caſe as well as in the other: 
If it is of no weight for the Immortality of Man's 
Soul, why ſhall it enter into the Proof of the Mortality 
of Beaſts ? | T 

Tf the Reaſons with which I eſtabliſh the Mortality 
of the Souls of Beaſts, prove the Mortality of thoſe 
of Men, you come up. to the Point; in this Caſe my 
Reaſons might help. on your Argument, but not by 
Authority; but alas, Sir, the Reaſons for the one fide 
have no Relation to thoſe of the other: Thoſe that 
maintain the Mortality of Beaſts are foreign to Man, 
and would remain in their full Strength though he 
were not in Being. | | | 

To draw to an End, I grant the Souls of Beaſts are 
mortal, and that there is a great Reſemblance between 
them and Men ; the Queſtion is, what can, be legally 
inferred from this Similitude ? I ſay nothing, but that 
all that is animal in Man dies; his Body dies, his ſen- 
ſitive and vegetative Life end, and all thoſe Faculties 
that depend on corporeal Organs ceaſe with the laſt 
Breath. This is a fair Inference, and all Chriſtians 
receive it; but then it ſtops at the animal Part of Man 
without touching the reaſonable, whoſe-Being and Ope- 
tations have no Dependence upon Matter. | 

But you reaſon as ill as you believe, and 1 
is of the ſame Stamp with your Tenet. Man, ſay 
you, reſembles Beaſis in thoſe Things that are —_— - 
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both, merely as they are Animals ; therefore he reſembles in 
thoſe Things that are proper to him as Man. Again, 


Beafts die according to the ſenſitive Life, which is eſſential 


to Animals, but Man reſembles Beaſis in that which is , 
ſential to Animals ; therefore he dies as to the rational Life, 
avhich is not eſſential to Animals, In fine, Man is mortal 
as to his Body, therefore he is mortal as to his Soul, If 
this be Reaſon, what is Sophiſm ? To conclude from a 
Part of the Whole is a Soleciſm in Logic; and to at- 
tribute to a thing ab/o/utely, that belongs to it merely 
fer accidens, is to defy Reaſon. | 

In fine, if there be a great Reſemblance between 


ſome Operations of Men, and thoſe of Beaſts, there is 


as wide a Difference between others ; if therefore from 
a Conformity of Actions you infer a Similitude of 
Principles, pray ſuffer me to conclude a Difference of 
Principles from the Difference of Actions. 

I have already thrown before you ſome human Ope- 
rations that muſt proceed from a Principle wholly dif- 
ferent from any that is to be found in Beaſts; and to 
go no further, What is there in Beaſts that bears any 
ation to the Underſtanding ? It enters into the 
very Eſſence, and rifles the moſt abſtruſe Receſſes of 
Nature ; it defines, divides and diſtinguiſhes ; its Mo- 
tion outſtrips the Winds, and its Rapidity diſtances 
Lightnings ; in a word, it embraces the Poles toge- 
ther, and at one intellectual Graſp, clutches the whole 
Extent of the Univerſe. Beſides, Man's Soul calls all 
the material Faculties to Account, and minds the Senſes 
of their Miſtakes ; it impeaches the Fancy of Folly, 
and laughs at thoſe Mormo's it creates to fright us : 
If it be of the ſame Alloy with them, how came it b 
this deſpotic Power ? Who commiſſioned it to call 
them to the Bar, and to pronounce Sentence? View 
all the Beaſts of the Field, and Birds of the Air, and 
you will not find one whoſe Soul pretends to any Supe- 
riority, to any Juriſdiction over their Bodies ; the 
follow the Guidance of Senſe, and believe the Intell: - 
gence of Fancy ; they correct no Errors, becauſe they 


perceive none: Survey not their paſt Actions, nor 
conſult upon the future ; for their Souls drawing their 


Origin 
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Origin from Matter, they derive all their Know- 
ledge from their Senſes, and thus in Nature being 
equal, can exerciſe no Act of Superiority ; for he who 
corrects muſt be more knowing than he who is cor- 
reed, and he who commands than he who is forc'd 
to obey. Seeing therefore the Soul of Man com- 
mands the material Powers, unmaſks the Illuſions of 
Fancy, and the falſe Reports of Senſe, that it judges 
of Objects not according to the Repreſentations of 
corporeal Organs, but of a ſuperior Principle ; it muſt 
be more noble than Senſe, ſuperior to Imagination, 
independent of Matter, and conſequently immaterial. 

Athym. Well, Sir, we have waded into the Depth of 
the Controverſy, it's time to retire: Your Arguments 
look fair without ; at my Leiſure I will examine whe- 
ther they are ſound within. 

Euſeb. It's ſtrange that Men who build their Infide- 


lity upon Conjectures will yield to nothing but Evi- 


dence : Why ſo much Caution againſt Truth, and fo 
little againſt Error ? Is it ſo much your Intereſt to be in 
the Wrong, and ſuch a Grievance to be in the Right? 
Spend ſome cool Thoughts upon the Matter; Spem ac 
Metum examina, confront your Hope with your Fear ; 
examine what you ſhall gain if your Soul be mor- 
tal, what you will loſe if immortal; if immortal 
you forfeit all, if mortal nothing. If therefore the 
veſtion were merely problematic, you ſhould ſtand 
for that Side that promiſes more, and threatens leſs ; 
& gquoties incerta erunt omnia tibi fave, if I am not 
miſtaken I ſhall never deplore my Error, nor even per- 
ceive it; but alas, Sir, if you are in the Wrong, you 
will once diſcover yours, and always deplore it, but 
never retrieve your Misfortune, 
he Arguments of Euſebius made ſome Impreſſion on 
the Gentleman, and this ſhort Reflection more; but 
the diſmal End of that Arch- atheiſt Theomachus finiſhed 
his Converſion ; ſo that I may ſay the Gentleman was 
rather ſcared than argued into a Senſe of his Duty. 
Eufebius received in the nick of Time an exact Account 
of that unfortunate Gentleman's Death from a Friend 
in Town; and it's ſo remarkable in all its Circum- 
ſtances, 
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ſtances, that God ſeems to have permitted it for the 
Inſtruction of Poſterity, and to convince Libertines, 
that he not only puniſhes their Impieties in the next 
World, but often in this. Euſebius read the Letter as 
follows. 


HonovRED SIR, 
PE RMIT me to interrupt your Retirement wwith a 
* ſhort Account of a deplorable Accident: Your Antago- 
niſt Theomachus is no more; Divine Vengeance has over- 
taken his Impieties, and made his Puniſhment no leſs affo- 
niſbing than his Crimes; he left the World a Concert indeed, 
but not a Penitent ; for though he diſowned Atheiſm, he re- 
tained the Sin, and delivered himſelf into the Hands of 
God's Juſtice, becauſe he deſpaired of his Mercy: So that 
one ewould think he acknowledged a God merely ta provoke 
bim ; for by denying his Mercy to be infinite, be forc'd him 
to exert his Juſtice, and dared him to damn him, in ſpite of 
all his Invitations to Repentance. 

That unfortunate Harlot, that ſometime before began his 
Ruin, at length compleated it; fo true it is, that the In- 
firuments of our Sins, prove often thoſe of our Puniſhment, 
and that wwe find our Miſery in thoſe very Things in which 
ave place our ſupreme Felicity: This Creature notwwith- 
flanding had nothing extraordinary to recommend her, but 
the Liberties of a Proftitute, and the Freedom of her Pro- 
ion; ee of one good Quality, ſhe had gleaned 
up all the bad ones of the Sex: In a word, if her Face 
awas fair, her Soul was black, her Forchead of Braſs, and 
her Heart of Steel: However, fhe ſubdued Theomachus, 
and maintained her Conqueſt ; he ſurrendered at Diſcretion, 
and to purchaſe her Favour made over his Heart, his Eſtate, 
Reputation, and in the End his Soul alſo to this Town-Tilt ; 

or ſhe was no better. | 

A Friend took Compaſſion of this poor Gentleman, and 
Suppoſed he might conjure down his Paſſion, by expoſing the 
Lewwaneſs of his Idol: But alas, Theomachus was not 
only enchanted with the Charms of ker Perſon, bit (what is 
more incredible) with thoſe of her Virtue : So that for 
Thanks he returned Curſes, and aſked Satisfaction for the 
Advice, inſtead of benefiting . 3 

I 


Vor. II. Nay, 
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Nay, Sir, ſaid the Friend, I jhall form make a Bank- 
rupt, if I give good Counſel and pay for it too. I have 
diſcharged the Duty of a Friend, if you take me for an Ene- 
my who can help it? My Intention is friendly, and my 
Counſel wholſome. Why do you miſconſtrue that, and 
turn this into Poiſon ? It's no Injury to tell a Friend he is 
injur d; no Afront to convince bim he is affronted : Well, 
Sir, I abandon you to her Mercy, and I am ſure I cannot 
leave you in worſe Company. 

Theomachus acquainted his Miftreſs with the Paſſage 
and envenom'd his Friend's Diſcourſe with a mortifying 
Comment; fhe flew out into all the Extravagances of Paſ- 
fron at the Recital, and would have melted into Water, had 
not Rewenge ſet all her Humours on fire. She wwoula by all 
Means, forſooth, abandon her Gallant, unleſs he vindicated 
her Honour, promulge his Cowvardice, and curſe his Ingra- 
titude. RACK 
Jam informed this auas nothing but Artifice and Strata- 
gem : She had been too prodigal of her Favours, to be nice 
of her Reputation, fhe had long fince diſcharged both Ho- 
nour and Conſcience, and placed her Glory in the very Cen- 
tre of Infamy, She had plumed poor Theomachus to fea- 
ther her own Neſt, and avas now willing to remote bim 
out of the way to make room for freſh Gallants ; fo that 
her Enemy's Death was the Pretence, and Theomachus 
7s the real Deſign of her Revenge. | 

This poor Gentleman had no mind to appear to the Sword 
in Defence of his Miſtreſs ; he knew her Cauſe was as bad 
as his Skill ; but however, overcome by her Importunity, 
he ſent a Challenge, and requir'd an Anſwer ; this done, 
raiſed more Pity than Anger in his Friend's Brat. Theo- 
machus, ſaid he, has lived her Slauò, he has now a mind 
to turn Knight-errant, and die her Martyr : Tears may 
indeed waſh out her Crimes; but all the Blood in his Veins 
is unable to reflore her Innocente. I have performed the 
Office of a Friend, he provokes me to add that of an E- 
nemy : He ſcorns my Counſel, and importunes me for a 
Stab; but if Ill nature deſerves Rejentment, it ſhall not 
moe me to Revenge. | 

However, Theomachus was on fire, and the Filt blazed 


it into a Flame, he met his Friend, and drew upon him with 
the 
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the Rage of an Enemy, but Fortune declared againſt him as 

well as Juſtice; the & ww through his Lungs, and he fell 

Jpeechleſs to the Ground: He was carried home in a Trancey 
and every body ſuppoſed he breathed his laſt; his Miſs, 

auh had been inflrumental to his Misfortune, was all Sorrow 

without, all Foy within ; ſhe wept in earneſt, but mourned 

in jeſt, and indeed her Grief appeared too extravagant to 

be real: Reaſon at length returned, and Theomachus with 

rowling Eyes, and deep Sighs cried out, Where am I ? Oh, 

¶ burn and freeze, Fire and Ice poſt through every Vein; 
methinks I feel all the Pains of the Damned. I leave Time 
behind, and fland upon the Brink of Eternity. 

What, ſays a Gentleman, is then the Soul immortal]! Is 
there a Hell to puniſh Crimes, and a God to inflift the Pu- 
aiſoment ? I thought the Exiſtence of a God was Viſion, 
and of a future State, Fable and Romance. 

Paſſion, replied Theomachus, concealed thoſe Truths, 
Death diſcevers the Heart may be an Atheiſ!, but not Rea- 
fon. What wwe earncſily defire, we enfily believe : A wehe- 
ment Paſſion ſupplies the Place of Demonſtration ; but nox, 
alas, the Praſpect of Death has laid thoſe Vapours, that in- 
terpoſed between Time and Eternity ; the Curtain is drawn, 
and I take a full Survey of that boundleſs Ocean without 
Bottom, without Shore. | 

The Company overjoyed at this unexpected Converſion, 
called a Divine to bring him to a perfect Senſe of his Duty; 
he laid before him all the Motives, Charity and Learning 
were able to ſuggeſl, and preſſed them home with ſuch a 
moving Emphaſis, that all melted into Tears, befides the 
unfortunate Gentleman whom they moſt concerned. | 

Sir, ſaid the Divine, your Glaſs is run; few Moments 
divide you from Eternity : You fland upon the laſt Confines 
of Time, and will either fall into the Torments of the Damn- 
ed, or fiy up into the never-ending Pleaſures of the Bled. 
Impenitence conveys you to Hell, a hearty Repentance into 
Heaven ; tho" your Sins are great, God's Mercy is greater; 
aſk Pardon, he will not refuſe it; a contrite Soul difarms 
is Juſtice, and turns his Severity into Mercy. 

The fick Man ſhewed more Symptoms of Rage than of 
Repentance at the Diſcourſe, and ſeemed rather ſullen than 
moved with the Exhortation. 
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At laſt, I remember the Time (cry'd he, with a doleful 
Accent when thoſe Words would hawe diſſolved me into 
Tears, and ſplit my Heart with Sorrow ; but now, alas, 
my Eyes are drier than a Flint, and my Heart more ob- 
durate than Marble: I fee my Crimes, and tremble at the 
Proſpe, but cannot deteſt them. 

If you caſt one Eye, replied the Divine, on the Heinouſ- 
neſs of your Sins, pray turn the other to the Greatneſs of 
God's Mercies ; if the one breeds Deſpondence, the other 
Hope and Confidence: One J have ſinned to the Lord, 
Freed David from the Guilt of Adultery and Murder. The 
good Thief mounted the Croſs a Criminal, and was taken 
down a Saint; yet ane memento mei <rrought his Change, 
and raiſed him from Hell to Heaven. Peter, the Fawour- 
ite of JEsUs CHRIST, baſely diſouned his Maſter, and 
backed Apoſtacy avith Oaths and Perjury ; yet no ſooner 
did he deplore his Sin, but Chriſt pronounced his Pardon, 
and received him into his Favour. 

Theſe Inſtances, good Sir, ſaid Theomachus, come not 
up to my Caſe ; they tranſgreſſed their Duty through Frail- 
ty; human Infirmity had a greater Share in their Falls 
than Malice; and thus they ſeem rather worthy of Com- 
paffion than Puniſhment ; but 1 hace not only ſcorned God's 
Laws, but flew in his Face ; I have defied his Perſon, and 
denied his very Being: An infinite Fuſtice muſt chaſtiſe 
fuch a flaming Inſolence; nay, and will; my Sentence is 
pronounced, and nothing remains to complete my Miſery but 
the Execution. 

At leaſt (replied the Divine) aſt Pardon To be damned 
out of a Fear of being damned is extraordinary. God 
has engaged his Word, he will not refuſe his Mercy to 
thoſe wha fincerely implore it: He invites, he ſollicits you 
to accept his Offer, why will you oblige his Goodneſs to 
abandon yeu to the diſmal Reſentments of his Fury? Fas 
Hell ſuch Charms ? Are his Threats ſo inviting, and his 
Promiſes fo frightful ? | | 

The Lofs of Heaven, anſwered Theomachus, bolts Darts 
of Sorrow and Rage through every Artery; and the wery 
Apprehenfions of Hell firetches my Limbs upon all the 
Racks, all the Tortures of the Damned; methinis I feel 
the dire Embraces of thoſe mercileſs Flames, and ſmell the 
Vapours of Fire and Brimſtone. Did I repent, God 1 know 


avould 
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eould receive me into his Mercy, but J cannot, I will not. 
Scarce had he finiſhed this deſperate Harangue, which mowed 
the Standers-by to Horror, Indignation, and Compaſſion 
too; but muſtering up all his Forces, he raiſed himſelf up, 
and claſping his Arms about his Miftreſs's Neck, For thee, 
(/aid he) alone do I defire to live; in Defence of 
thy Honour I die, thou haſt been my ſole Happineſs 
in this Life, and I will have no other in the next. 
this Poſture expired Theomachus, an unhappy Inſtance to 
himſelf of God's Jud upon Atheiſts, but I hope it may 
prove fortunate to others. I am, 


Honoured Sir, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 
N. N. 


Euſebius read the Letter with Tears, and the Compa- 
ny heard it with Tranſports of Admiration ; all pitied 
the Gentleman's Misfortune, and blamed his Obſtinacy. 
Well, ſaid Atbymius, I ſee Atheiſts and Libertines are 
leſs ſatisfied with their Principles than they pretend ; 
they will ſtand for them »/que ad aras, to the Death- 
bed, but then when they ſtep into Eternity, they leave 
them behind. If there be a God in the other World, 
certainly there is one in this ; and if our Souls are im- 
mortal when we die, they are Immortal whilſt we live. 
Theomachus ſwore the Soul into Matter, and hectored 
God out of Being, but could never reaſon them into 
nothing ; his Rhodomontadoes ended in Trembling, 
and his Laughter in Deſpair. God has left his Pu- 
niſhment a ſad Memorandum to the Living ; I will profit 
by his Misfortune, and not inſtruct Poſterity by my 
own. 

Euſebius was ſcarce come to himſelf ; the Letter caſt 
him into a melancholy Contemplation of Theomachus's 
Diſaſter, and God's ſevere Juſtice upon the wretched 


Gentleman, At length, turning to the Company, 
3 T beomathus, 


abate the Flames, or to extinguiſh them. 
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T heomachus, ſaid he, is gone, and his Death anſwers 
the Tenure of his Life; his Pleaſures have taken 
Wing, and what remains but a Coflin for his Body, 


and a Lake of Fire and Brimſtone for his Soul. He fed- 


high, like the rich Glutton, and drank higher ; and 
3 — followed his Example in this World, ſo has he met 
with his Puniſhment in the other, and now cries aloud 


for a drop of Water to refreſh his Tongue, as before 


for Champaign to oblige Senſuality. Gentlemen | 
Vanitas Vanitatum, ommia eſi Vanitas, all temporal En- 
joyments are vain and trivial, purchaſed with Pain, 
poſſeſs'd with Fear, and loſt with Regret; they diſguſt a 
good Man, and are unable to ſatiate an ill one; they 
may glide upon the Organ for a Time, but cannot 


ſmooth the Heart; they fawn upon the Senſes, but 


always give a Stab at parting. There is no Pleaſure 
here but in the Practice of Virtue ; this indeed is wor- 
thy the Purchaſe, and will pay Charges with Intereſt; 
it raiſes a Man above Fear, and diſencumbers him of 
all the uneaſy Pangs of Deſire; it turns a Sinner into 
a Saint, it gives him in Hand a Title to Heaven, and 
the Poſſeſſion in Remainder. 

Let us allow ſome time to cool and ſober Thoughts, 
and not make over our whole Lives to Merriment, 
that muſt end in Tears, or unrepented, in never-ending 
Deſpair. We walk on uneven Ground, and if we ſhut 
our Eyes, every Step leads us to a Precipice, from 
which there is no return : If Caution can give no Se- 
curity, into what an Abyſs will Negligence plunge 
us? 

Take up then, Gentlemen, and abandon Lewdneſs 
before it abandons you, turn Neceſſity into Virtue, and 
reſign de bonne Grace, what within ſome Years you muſt 
in ſpite of Reluctance and Oppoſition : There is no 
Recipe againſt Death, no Protection ; its Stroke is ſure, 
and often unforeſeen ; and if it ſurprizes us unprovided, 
we are undone for ever, for on this Moment depends 
an Eternity: It's eaſy to prevent an eternal Miſery, 
but impoſſible (when once we are fallen into Hell) to 


Oh 


5 


* 


The GENTLEMAN Iaſtructed. 319 


Oh the deplorable State of a damned Soul ! To feel 
akways all the Evils, and all altogether that can be 
feared. What Death ! Never to enjoy the, leaſt Good 
that can be defired ! What Life! To ſuffer always! 
To deſpair always! And never to hope, will be the 
eternal Employment of a Reprobate ! How little do 
Gentlemen believe this ſad Truth ! How little do they 
comprehend it! And this is the Reaſon they fin with- 
out Fear, without Remorſe. 

Oh the Folly of Men, who will not believe till Flames 
conſume their Infidelity, but not their Crimes ! Till Re- 
pentance proves unprofitable, and their Mifery be- 
comes eternal. - 


FINIS. 
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